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Directions for placing the Plates in Vol. XI. 
Part II. 


The Vignette represents the lioseate Spoonbill, considerably 
diminished. 
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ERRATA. 


VOL. XL— PART 1. 

Page 3| lines 15 and for Ampelis Garrulusi read Bombycilla Garrula. 

33, line ISfor comb read cowl. 

3G and 37, dele Wilh* Amer* Om» 

38, line 4 from bottom, Columba, read Colombe. 

42, last line, for Colomba, read Colombc. 

45, line 2, for raaculata, road Picazuro. 

46, line 2, for Picazuro, read maculata. 

47, line \G,for Colombo aganocephala, read Columba cyanoccphala. 

Ib. line 17, for Columba, read Colombe. 

48, lines 3 and 4 from bottom, for islands of Panay and Antigua, read 
island of Panay near Antigue. 

75, line 14, ybr Montague, read Montagu. 

166, line IS, for Curassons, rt^ad Curassous. 

192, line I, for Serpentseater, read Serpentcater. 


PART II. 

Page 271, line 4 from bottom, for tumtUiSy read lunulis. 

275, line \0,for Cance, read Canace. 

336, line 4 from bottom, for body beneath, read body above. 
350, line 16, for Perdrix, read Perdix. 

422, Vine 13, ^ur Edwards, read Bontius. 

483, line 8, from bottom, for Pluver, read Pluvier. 

541, line 8, for insulcum, read in sulco. 

556, line 26, ybr Buta read Butor. 


Plates 5 and 22 appear to have been accidentally omitted. 
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ORDER 

GALLINACEil^:. 


TETRAO. GROUS. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum breve, crassiuscu- 
lum, supra fornicatum, con- 
vexuni, versus apieem in- 
curvum. 

Nares basales, squama for- 
nicali superne scmiclausae, 
plumulis obtcctac. 

Supercilia nuda, verrucosa, 
coccinca. 

Pedes tetradactyli, mutici, di- 
gitis tribus anticis, uno 
postico : tarsi hirsuti. 

Alas breves, rotundatas. 

Tetrao. Auctorum. 


Beak short and tliick, arched 
above, and convex; bent 
down towards the tip. 

Nostrils basal, half closed 
with an arched scale above, 
and clothed with small 
feathers. 

Eychroxes naked, warty, and 
of a scarlet colour. 

Feet four-toed, smooth, with 
three toes before and one 
behind : tarsi feathered. 

Wings short, rounded. 


The Grous form a peculiar genus, whose dis- 
tinguishing characters consist in having a naked 
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WOOD GUOUS, 


ciininculated skin over the eyes, forming a kind of 
eyebrow, which is- more or less of a red colour : 
the tarsi are covered witli featliers, and arc de- 
stitute of a spur : the toes are naked. 

They hnild their nests upon the ground ; they 
arc constructed in a very artless manner, of a few 
small branches of pines, heath to])S, he. The fe- 
males jjroduce many eggs, and the young run about 
as soon as hatched, often with pieces oV the shell 
adhering to them ; their food consists of seeds, 
berries, a few insects, and the slender tops of various 
evergreens : they are all natives of the colder 
climates, those of southern provinces generally 
inhabiting the loftiest mountains, where the at- 
mosphere is bleak and cold. 


A. Cmtdd rotmidatd, 

A. Tail rounded. 

WOOD GUOUS. 

(Tetrao Urogallus.) 

Te. coUo corporeque sup7’a nigricantihus cincreo transversim un- 
dulatis ; suhtus nigricante maculis albis vario, axillis albis, 
peciore •oiridi nitore aneo caudd nigra ^otundaUiy reciricibus 
versus aptcent duabus maculis albis. (Femina, minor, nigro 
dnereoque transversvn variegatA; guldfpectore rcctricibusquc 
rijfisy his 7iigroifasciatis.) 
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Cimus with the neck and body above dusky, transversely waved 
with cinereous ; beneath dusky, varied with white spots; the 
axilhe white; the breast green, glossed with brassy; the tail 
black and rounded, its feathers with two wliite spots towards 
the tip. {Female less, transversely variegated with black and 
ash-colour ; the throat, breast, and tail-feathers rufous, the 
latter barred with black.) 

Tetrjio Urogallus. Linn, Syst. Nat, 1. 273. 1. — Linn. Faun. 
Suec, 200. — Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 7^6, — Lath. Ind. Orn, 2, 634. 
l.~Temni. Gall, Ind. 6g6. — Nilss. Orn, Suec. 1. 297* 

Urogallus mc*yor. Briss. Orn. 1. 182. — liaii.Syn. 53. a. 1. 

Coq de Bruyere, ou T^tras. Buff. Ois. 2, \Q\, pi. 5. — Buff. PI. 
Enl. 73 and 74. 

Tetras ♦Auerhan. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. 114. Q, ff. 1. 2. 
beak, &c.— Man. d' Ornith, 

Cock of the Wood, or Mountain. Albin. Birds. 2. pi. 29 
and 30< 

Wood Grous. Penn, Brit.Zool. 1. 92. pi, 40, 41. — Penn, Arct. 
Zool. 2. 312. — Snjyp* 62 . — Lath. Gen. Sy?i. 4. 729. 1. — Letv. 
Brit. Birds. 4. 132.* — Wale. Syn, 2. pi. 180. — Don. Brit, Birds. 
4. pi. 89. — Betv. Brit. Birds. 1. 205.— Mont. Orn, Diet. 1.— 
Mont. Orn. Diet. Supp. 

Vur. /3. Dorsum aniicum album maculis fferrugiucis,Ju8C0 tenuis^ 
sinie uudidatls ; posticiim nigrum pennis albis insertis ; abdomen 
el cauda maculis albis ; tibia: sordide alba:. Mas. 

With the anterior ])art of the back white, with ferruginous 
spots, slightly undulated with brown ; the posterior portion 
black, varied with white ; abdomen and tail with white spots ; 
tibiae dull white. Male. 

Tetrao Urogallus, var. a. Nilss. Orn. Suec. 1. 299. 

Var. y. cinereo-canus^ capita coUoque saturatioribus. Mas. 

Hoary-grey, with the head and neck darker. Male. 

Tetrao Urogallus. var. /S. Nilss. Orn. Suec. 1.2Q9. 

Var. supra sordide testacea undulis rarioribus albis, sublus 
testaceo albidoqne undulata. 

Above dull testaceous, with few white undulations ; beneath 
undulated with testaceous and white. 

Tetrao Urogallus. var. y. Nilss. Orn. Suec. 1. 299. 

Var, e. Tot a sordida albida,fuscescenti nebulosa. 
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Entirely dull white, clouded with brownish. 

Tetrao Urogallus, var. S. Nilss. Orn. Suee. 1 . 299. 

This grand species was formerly taken in abund- 
an'ce in Scotland, but at this period it is nearly if 
not entirely extirpated; indeed there is no au- 
thentic record of a specimen having been shot in 
that country these forty years *. It is as large as a 
Turkey, measuring two feet nine inches in length ; 
its weight from seven to thirteen pounds: beak 
strong and yellowish : irides hazel : nostrils covered 
with dusky feathers : beneath the eye a small spot 
of white feathers : the head and neck of a dusky 
brown, sprinkled with small greyish white spots : 
the feathers of the hind head elongated, and, with 
those of the chin and throat, dusky black : the 
back and rump dusky ash, marked with innu- 
merable small zigzag white h’nes : the belly is black, 
with white spots towards its middle, and undulated 
greyish white stripes on its sides : the breast is of 
a fine dark glossy green : the wing-coverts are 
chesnut-brown, finely speckled with dusky, and 
striated with blackish lines; at their tips pure 
white : the primary quills dusky brown ; the se- 
condaries the same, finely edged with whitish on 
their outer webs : the bend of the wing and under 
tail-coverts pure white : the tail consists of eighteen 
feathers, and is rounded in shape, and black, with 
a small white spot on the outer feather on each 

• The late G. Montagu, however, was present when one was 
killed near the upper end of Loch Lomond, about thirty-Kvc 
years since. 
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side, near the extremity: the tarsi are covered 
with brown silky feathers, with loose webs, slightly 
inarked with white spots : the feet and claws horn- 
colour. The fepale is much smaller than the 
male, rarely me^uring above twenty-six inches in 
length : the beik is dusky : the head, neck, back, 
scapulars, and coverts of the wings and tail, are 
dusky brown, varied with transverse stripes of 
red : the tail dark rufous, barred with black and 
tipped with .white ; the throat is reddish yellow : 
the breast deep reddish, varied with a few white 
spots ; the belly the same, barred with black : the 
under tail-coverts tipped with white: the quills 
are dusky brown, mottled on their outer webs 
with pale brown. 

The young of both sexes of the first year greatly 
resemble the female: the males of the second 
moult have the upper parts of the body greyish 
black ; the green on the breast is very dull, and 
often the feathers of the body are varied with 
rufous, and the tail tipped with white. 

Several varieties of this species ai’e briefly noticed 
by Nilsson in his Ornithologia Suecica, which may 
be readily discriminated from T. Tetrix, by the 
tail being rounded : they are all described in the 
synonyms as fully as in the above-mentioned work. 

This bird inhabits wooded and mountainous 
countries, particularly pine forests or plantations 
of juniper : jt feeds upon the berries of the latter, 
and those of the vaccinium,and also upon the seeds 
and tops of the pine, which sometimes give the 
flesh a vejy disagreeable flavour. In the spring 
the male may be seen at sun-rise, and in the even- 



270 


WOOD GROUS. 


ing, extremely active, upon one of the largest 
branches of the pines : with his tail raised and 
expanded like a fan, and the wings drooping, he 
walks backward and forward, his neck stretched 
out, his head swollen, and eyebrows deep crim- 
son, he utters his singular cry j which commences 
by a kind of explosion, instantly followed by a 
noise resembling the whetting of a scythe, which 
ceases and commences alternately for about an 
hour, and is then terminated by a similar ex- 
plosive noise as at the beginning ; during the whole 
'ctf this singular cry he seems entirely deaf, and 
insensible of every danger, from the great con- 
vulsive motion into which his head and eyes are 
thrown: this enables the sportsman to approach 
by degrees to the bird, and take a fatal aim. The 
female seldom lays more than a dozen eggs, which 
are the size of those of a hen, but more obtuse ; 
they are yellowish white, sprinkled with irregular 
yellow spots : they are generally placed in a dry 
situation, in an artless nest upon the ground, com- 
posed of heath tops : the young as soon as hatched 
run with extreme agility after the mother, who 
leads them to procure the pupse of ants and wild 
mountain berries, which are their first food; as 
they grow older they feed upon the tops of the 
heath and the seeds of the fir. The whole brood 
follows the mother for about two months, at which 
time the young males entirely forsake her, ‘and 
keep in great harmony with each other till the 
commencement of spring, when they separate and 
live in a solitary state, never approaching each 
other unless for the purpose of %htiug, which 
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they do with great obstinacy, and are frequently 
so inattentive to their own safety, that it often 
happens' that two or three of them are killed at a 
shot* 

This bird inhabits the colder countries of Eu- 
rope and Asia, being abundant in the pine woods 
of Russia, Siberia, Norway, Sweden, &c. : the 
Alps and the mountains of Lorrain occasionally 
furnish a few individuals, particularly the former : 
it also occurs in various other mountainous parts, 
where the air is bleak : it was formerly abundant 
in Scotland (as before mentioned) and Ireland, 
but appears to be extirpated, at least in the latter 
place } in the former it went by the name of Caper- 
caile, Capercalze, and Auercalze : in Norway it is 
called Auerhan. 

Its flesh is greatly esteemed, and numbers of the 
birds are often sent from the continent during the 
winter to this country, where they arrive in great 
perfection. 


HAZEL GROUS. 

(Tetrao BonsuBia.) 

Te, corpore supra rufescente maculis Jiiscis nigris et cinereis 
vario, suhtus dnerascente^ iumulis nigris consperso^ maculA 
utrinque alAA pone cures ; rectricibus cinereis punctis nigris 
JhsciA nigrd, exceptis iniertnediis duabus, gulA nigrd. (Femina 
guld albd.) 
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Grous with the body above rufescent, varied with brown^ black, 
and cinereous spots; beneath cinerascent, sprinkled with black 
lunules ; a white spot on each side near the ears ; the tail- 
feathers cinereous with black spots, and a black fas^a, the 
two middle feathers excepted; the throat black. (^Female 
with a white throat.) 

Tctra Bonasia. Linn. S^st. Nat. 1. 275* g.—Linn. Faun. Suec. 
204.-^niel. S^st. Nat. Orn. 1. igi. 3.— Lath. 

Ind. Orn. 2. 640. 14.— Temjw. Gall. Ind. J06. — Nihs. Orn. 
(Suec. 1. 305. 

Tetrao betulinus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 637. 5. young, — Gmel. 
S^st. Nat. i. 749. 

Gallina Corylorum. Rati. Syn. p. 55. 6. — PFill. Orn. 126. 
pi. 31. 

La Gelinotte. Ruff. OU. 2. 233. pi. /. — Buff. PI. Enl. 474. 

475. 

Tctras Gelinotte. Temm. Fig. et Gall. 3. 174. — Temm. Man. 
d'Omi. 291. 

Birch Grows.— Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 735. 5, young. 

Hazel Grous. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 317» — JVill. {Ang.) p. 

175. pi. 31.— LflM. Gen. Syn. 4. 744. 

Var. p. corpora cano Jusco undulato. 

With the body hoary, undulated with brown. 

Tetrao Bonasia. a. Temm. GaU. Ind. 707* 

Tetrao canus. Sparr. Mus. Carls. Jasc. 1. \6.—Gmel. Syst. 

Nat. 1. 753.— Z/flM. Ind. Orn. 2. 640. 13. 

Helsingian Grous. Lath. Syn. Sup. p. 217* 

This species is fourteen inches in length : the 
beak is short and black: space round the eyes 
naked, Avrihkled, and deep crimson: the upper 
parts of the head, neck, and body, are transversely 
striated with rufous>brown and ash-colour; the 
lower part of the back and rump inclining more 
to the latter colour : the wipg-coverts are marbled 
with rufous, sprinkled with brown and black, and 
a few dashes of white: quills grey-brown; on 
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their inner webs, towards the tip, varied with red- 
dish : the feathers at the base of the upper, man- 
dible black : on each side of the nostrils a small 
white spot; between the beak and eye another, 
and a third behind’each eye : the chin and throat 
are black, surrounded by white : the feathers of 
the fore-part of the neck are rufous, striped trans- 
versely with dusky, and tipped with white : belly 
and thighs ash-coloured, varied with black cres- 
cents : the vent pale grey : the tail is composed of 
sixteen feathers ; the two middle ones similar to 
the bkck ; all the others varied with brown and 
greyish white^ and marked with a broad bar of 
black towards their tip, which is grey-white : the 
claws, the naked part of the tarsi, and the feet, are 
brown. 

The female difiers in wanting the black chin 
and throat, and in having the naked carunciilated 
space about the eyes smaller, and more dull in 
colour. The young of both sexes on the approach 
of winter exactly appear like the female ; previous 
to that period they have the body varied with 
rufous and black : the rump whitish, barred with 
black: the quills tipped with white; the breast 
pale cinereous : the tail black, with transverse 
rufous spots : the beak and legs black : the eye- 
brows very pale red. 

Tetrao canus of Sparrman, the Helsingian Grous 
of Latham, appears to be only a variety of this 
species: it has the entire plumage of a hoary- 
white, obscurely undulated with brown : the wing- 
coverts brownish, marked with a whitish spot at 

v. XI. p. II. 19 
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the ends : the vent white : the tail clouded above 
with hoary, white, and brown : the legs and be^ 
black. 

This species is a native of the woods of Germany, 
particularly those at the foot of the Alps ; and the 
high mountains of Silesia, Poland, Sweden, and 
Russia ; in the latter place not very abundant : in 
the Gulf of Genoa it is found in the greatest pro* 
fusion. Although so common on the Continent, it 
does not appear ever to have been captured in 
England. Its food consists principally of the cat- 
kins of the hazel and birch, also the berries of 
juniper, firs, and other evergreens, but when con- 
fined it will eat grain. Its iSesh is more esteemed 
than any other of the genus, and from its superior 
flavour it has received its specific name. • Its man- 
ners are similar to those of the preceding species. 
The female generally deposits several eggs, which 
vaiy from ten to sixteen in number, and are of a 
whitish yellow, irregularly spotted with brown- 
yellow ; they are hatched in about three weeks, 
and the young run about as soon as they obtain 
their liberty. The catching of these birds is ac- 
companied with difficulty, from the inaccessible 
places they inhabit ; therefore the himters have 
recourse to a kind (^bird-call to allure them from 
their hiding-places. 
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(Tetrao Canadensis.) 

Te. corpore supra nigricante obscure Jusco cinereoque varios 
subtus alho lunviis nigris consperso: coUo infra pectorequc 
nigrisi pone oculos lunulis duabus albis; rectridbus nigris, 
apicejuscis. (Femina corpore frisco^aurantio cinereoque trans^ 
versim striato s caudA Juscd, nigro nebuhso JasciatA, apice 
frlvo,) ' 

•Grous yith the body above dusky^ obscurely varied with brown 
and cinereous, beneath white, sprinkled with black lunules ; 
the lower part of the neck and the breast black ; behind the 
eyes two white lunules ) the tail-feathers black, tipped with 
brown. [Female with the body fiiscous-orange, transversely 
striated with cinereous ; the tail fuscous, clouded, and banded 
with black ; the tip fulvous.) ^ 

Tetrao Canadensis. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 274. 3. — Gmel.Syst. 
Nat. 1. 749. 3. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 637 • 6. male; $. female. 
Temm. Gall. Ind. 702. 

Tetrao Cance. Linn.Syst. Nat. 1. 275. 7. female. — Gmel. S^st. 
Nat. 1. 749. 3. 6, female. 

Bonasa freti Hudsonis. Briss. Orn. 1. 201 . 6 . — Briss. Sup. p. 10. 
Bonasa Canadensis. Briss. Om. l. 203. 7. pi. 20.fr 1, 2. mole 
and female. 

La Gelinotte du Canada. Buff. Ois. 2. 279. — Bujff. PI. End. 
131 and 132. 

Tetras tachet6, ou Acaho. Temm. Fig. et Gall. 3. l60. bis. 
Black and spotted Heathcock. Edrn. Glean, pi. 118. male. 
Brown and spotted Heathcock. Edward, pi. 71. female. 

Spotted Grous, or Wood Partridge. Phil. Trans. Ixii. p, 389. 
—Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. IQ%.—Lath. Gen. Spn. 4. 733. 6.— • 
Lqih. Syn. Sup.p. 214. 

This species abounds in the neighbourhood of 
Hudson’s Bay and all the northern part of America. 
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It is thirteen inches and a half in length : the 
upper parts of the head, neck, body, and rump, 
are transversely barred with dusky and grey- 
brown : over the eyelids is a bare carunculated red 
space : nostrils covered with black, with a small 
white spot on each side, and one of the same 
beneath, and somewhat behind the eye: throat, 
breast, and belly, black ; the latter spotted with 
white, except the middle : sides of the body barred 
transversely with grey-brown and dusky; the 
feathers with a white stripe near the tip : under • 
tail-coverts black and white: tail black, tipped 
with rufous : feathers of the tarsi grey-brown : 
claws grey : beak black. 

The female is less : length eleven inches and a 
half : the upper parts of the body barred and varied 
with rufous, dusky, and grey-brown: front and 
sides of the neck rufous, each feather with a dusky 
band near the tip : breast barred with rufous, and 
dusky, each feather tipped with dirty rufous white : 
the sides with brown bars : the tips of the feathers 
sullied white : belly and under tail-coverts crossed 
with blackish and rufous white : wings like those 
of the male : tail bm*red vdth reddish and black. 

A variety of this species is mentioned by La- 
tham ; — ** General colour of its plumage feiru- 
ginous cream-colour, marbled and striated across 
with brown and yellow clay-colour: fore-part of 
the neck smd breast more inclined to yellow: 
under parts of the body white, marked with broken 
bars of cinereous brown: quills plain brownish 
cream-colour : tail yellowish brown, prettily mot- 
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tied wii^ darker : the tips of all the feathers fer- 
ruginous, but pale,’* 

The inhabitants of the places nrhere ^s species 
is found preserve them through the winter by 
freezing them, and when wanted they are thrown 
into cold water for a time. The female lays five 
eggs. 


B. Caud& byurcd. 

B. Tail bifurcated. 

HYBRID GROUSs 

(Tetrao inedUis.) 

Te. coUo pectore cerokeque nignmnitMolacm^ purp^^ 

tibus; corpore nigricante^ supra punctis rubescentis adsperso^ 
subtus maculzs albis vario ; caudd nigrd subbifurcd^ 

Grous with the neck^ breast^ and cervix, dusky violet, glossed 
with purple ; the body dusky, its upper part freckled with 
reddish spots, and its under varied with white spots) tail 
black, slightly bifurcated. 

Tetrao medius. Temm, Gall, Ind, 6gS.-^Meyer. Bert. Mag. 

Tetrao hybridus. Linn. Faun, Suec. 201. — Sparr, Mus. Carl^ 
!• pi, 15. 

Tetrao Tetrix, var. t. Lath, Ind, Om, 2* 636. Syst, 

Nat, 1. JAB,^^Nilss, Orn. Suec, 302. 

tJrogallus minor punctatus. Briss, Orn, 1. 191.2. a. 

Tetras rakkelham. Temm, Pig, et GaU, 3. 129* pl» 3.~ 
Temm. Man, dlOmith, 287* 

Hybrid, or Spurious Grous. Penn, Arct, Zool, 2 . 314. b.*— P enn. 
Arid, Zool. Sup. 62,n^Lath, Gen, Syn. 4. 134,'^Laih, Syn, 
Sup, 214.— Brit, Zool, !• 263.— Jfon^. Om. Diet, 1. 
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This beautiful bird, about which much has been 
said by many ornithologists respecting its origin, 
appears decidedly to be a distinct species, and 
not a hybrid between the Wood Grous and the 
following, as asserted by Latham and others. 
The male has the head, the neck, and the breast, 
of a beautiful full black, with reflections of bronzed 
purple : the feathers on the back of the neck 
sprinkled with very minute ^rey points : the space 
round the eyes is black, with a patch of white 
feathers beneath: the back and the rump are 
black, each feather being tipped with a purple hue, 
with almost imperceptible greyish spots : the belly 
is black, its sides being sprinkled with white dots : 
the thighs and the abdomen are white, as are the 
tips of the under tail-coverts : the scapulars, the 
lesser and middle wing-coverts are deep brown, 
barred with fine zigzag yellow-brown stripes : the 
basal half of the lesser wing-quills is white, then 
dusky brown, and tipped with white ; the rest of 
the quills are brown, slightly edged on their outer 
webs with white : the feathers at the bend of the 
wing and the under wing-coverts are white : the 
tail is similar to the upper coverts, which are 
black: the beak is black: the irides are hazel: 
the feet horn-coloured. 

The female has the tail less forked than the 
male, and is much smaller : her plumage is varied 
with small transverse black stripes, on a reddish 
ground. The young male greatly resembles the 
female: the back is reddish brown, varied with 
spots, and striped with transverse lines of brown : 
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the under parts of the body are black, varied with 
spots and stripes of yellow-brown, each feather 
being also tipped with white : the wings are dusky 
brown, with transverse bars of chesnut-brown : the 
secondaries are tipped with brown: the tail is 
black, tipped with white ; the whole of its upper 
coverts are varied with brown and black, and 
tipped with white. 

This bird inhabits only the most northern parts 
of Europe, Russia, Lapland, Sweden, Norway, &c. j 
and it is also said to be found in the most northerly 
parts of Scotland, but I believe without any truth. 
Very little is known of its habits, which no doubt 
resemble those of the rest of the genus. 


BLACK OROUS. 

(Tetrao Tetnx.) 

Tb. carpore, supra nigro-wlaceo, subtui n^ricarites rmigHus 
secundariis versim basin alUs, caudd Ufiircd, rectriciius exte^ 
rioribus recurvalis, (Femina minor, rufb, nigro et cinereo 
transoersim variegatd.) 

Grous with the body above violet-black, beneath dusky ; the 
secondary quills white at their base ; the tail bifurcate, its 
outer feathers recurved. {Female less ; transversely variegated 
with rufous, black, and cinereous. } 

Tetrao Tetrix. Linn. Sy$t. Nat. I«2y4. — linn. Faun. Suee. 
no. 202. — GmeUSyst. Nat. 1. 748. — Lath. Ind. 0m.7>. 635. 3. 
— TVmiTi. GaU. Ind. p, Q99.— .ATf/ss. Om. Suec. 1 • 360^Leach. 
Cat. Brit. Mus. p. 27. 
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Urogallus minor. Raii, Syn. p. 53. a, 2»'^WilL Orn* p, 124. pi. 
31. — Briss. Orn. l.p. 186. 2. 

Le Coq de Bruyereis i queue fourchue. Buff. Ois. 2. 210. pi. 6. 
—Buff. PI. Enl. 172, 173. 

Tetras Birckhon. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p, 140. pi. 9.ff* 4. 

(beak.)— ’TVmm. Man. (TOmi. p. 289. 

Black Grous^ Black Cock, or Black Game. Penn. Brit. Zool. 1. 
93. pi. 42. — Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 314. c. — Alh. Birds, l.pl. 22. 
—Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 733. — Lath. Syn. Sup. p. 213. — Lewin. 
Brit. Birds. 4. pi. 133. — Pult. Cat. Dors. p. 7. — Wale. Syn. 2. 
pi. 181. — Don. Brit. Birds. 4. pi. 97. — Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. — 
Mont. Om. Diet. Sup.—Beno. Brit. Birds. 1. 298. — Bing. 
Anpn. Biog. 2. 252.— Loro's Faun. Oread, p. 51. 

Var. j3. Corpora nigro alboque variegaio, maculA pectorali maxintd 
atro nitente. 

With the body variegated with black and white ; a dark shining 
spot on the breast. 

Tetrao Tetrix. Mas. var. Sparr. Mus. Carls. fosc. 2. pi. 65 . — 
Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 636. 3. 0^—Tenim. GaU. Ind. 701 . (a.) 

Var. y. sordide albo ae obsolete Jerrugineo undulatAf rostra nigro, 
pedibu^ Jerrugineis. 

Dull white, obsoletely undulated with ferruginous ; the beak * 
black, and feet ferruginous. 

Tetrao Tetrix. femina. var. Sparr. Mus. Carls, f. 3. pi. 66.— 
Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 636. 3. (y.)—Temm. Gall. Ind. 701. (b.) 


The male of this species is two feet in length : 
the prevailing colour of his plumage is black : the 
head, the neck, the back, and the rump, having 
rich reflections of blue : the rest of the body and 
the tail being dull black: the wing-coverts are 
dusky brown ; the first four quills black, the rest 
white at the bottom ; the lower half and tips of 
the secondaries white : undet wing-coverts white : 
bend of the wing the same : the feathers of the 
lower part of the belly and the vent are dusky. 
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tipped with white : the tail is composed of sixteen 
feathers of a black colour, changing to deep violet ; 
the exterior ones bending outwards, and much 
longer than those in the middle : the under tail- 
coverts pure white : the feathers on the tarsi dark 
brown : the eyebrows with a very deep red naked 
space : the beak is black : the irides hazel, and the 
feet brown. 

The female is smaller than the male : the tail is 
less forked, and its lateral feathers are not curved 
outwards : the head, the neck, and the breast^are 
Striped transversely with red and black : the belly 
and sides the same, but paler, and the feathers 
tipped with whitish grey : the under tail-coverts 
■are striped with red and black, and tipped with 
pure white : the throat is reddish, striped with 
small black lines: the back, wing-coverts, and 
rump, are deep red, varied with black lines, which 
are glossed with purplish: the tail-feathers are 
black, varied with oblique zigzag red stripes, and 
tipped with white: the quills are brown, with 
white zigzag stripes on their outer webs : the 
secondary feathers are white at their base, and at 
their tips resemble the quills. The young males 
of the first year are similar to the females, but at 
the next moult they attain some of the particu- 
larities of their proper plumage. 

Several varieties of this species are mentioned! 
two of which are noticed in the synonyms : one a 
male, varied with black and white, with a deep 
shining spot on the breast : the other a female, of 
a dull white, obsoletely waved with nut-colour. 
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Temminck also mentions a variety with the plumage 
white, varied with brown and red, with black 
stripes ; and one with a black body, with the neck, 
the back, and the wings, white. 

Black Grous are found in most parts of Europe, 
particularly the most northern, where they are 
abundant : in this country they are getting very 
scarce, at least in the southern parts, from the 
introduction of the art of shooting fl3dng, which 
has caused great havoc amongst these birds, and 
has utterly extirpated that fine species, the Wood 
Grous. The only spots where they appear to 
occur at present in the south are in the wild, 
uncultivated parts of the New Forest, Hampshire, 
Dartmoor and Sedgemoor in Devonshire, ^nd the 
heathy hills in Somersetshire j but north of Staf- 
fordshire and Yorkshire they are tolerably plen- 
tiful, but most so in Scotland : they are partial to 
sequestered spots, and mountainous and woody 
situations : their food consists principally of fruits 
and berries, and in winter of the tops of heath and 
birch. 

The males are polygamous, and fight desperately 
with each other for the females : about April the 
latter deposits her eggs, which are six or seven in 
number, of a dirty white, blotched with rust- 
colour ; they are about the size of those of a Phea- 
iant, and are placed amongst the highest heath, 
without the least 'appearance of a nest : the young 
follow the female for some time, but ^it her at 
the commencement of the winter, and keep to- 
gether in flocks of seven or eight, till the ^ring. 
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when the males separate, and assume their pugna- 
cious dispositions. 

They will not bear confinement, many attempts 
to rear them having failed. During the winter the 
inhabitants of Siberia catch them in the following 
singular manner. A number of poles are placed 
horizontally on forked sticks, in the places the birds 
frequent ; small bundles of com are tied on these 
by way of alliu'ement, and at a little distance some 
tall conical shaped baskets are placed, having their 
broad end uppermost ; just within the mouth of 
each* basket a small wheel is balanced in such a 
manner that the least touch, on either side, causes 
it to fall down and recover its situation. The 
birds are soon attracted by the com on the hori- 
zontal poles ; the first comers alight upon them, 
and after a short repast fiy to the baskets, and 
attempt to settle on their tops, when the wheel 
drops sideways, and they fall headlong into the 
trap. These baskets are sometimes found half 
full of the birds thus caught. 

In Russia, Norway, and other extreme northern 
countries, the Black Grous are said to retire under 
the snow during the winter, but probably witliout 
foundation. 
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C. CaudA cuheifbrmA. 

<1. Tail wedge-shaped. 

i>QNO-TAlLED GROUS. 

(Tetrao PhasianellilH.) 

Te. corpore supra testaceo nigricante vario ; pedtore castaneo^ 
Jusco^ vnaculis aibis vario/ latera colli tecif^husque alarum 
rnacuHs rotundatis allns, caudd cun^ormis ; rectricibus duabus 
elongatis macuUs ocellaribus noiatis,, 

‘Grous with the body above testaceous, varied with dusky j the 
breast chesnut-browo, varied with white spots ; the sides of 
the neck and the wing-coverts with rounded white spots $ the 
tail wedge-shaped, the two middle feathers elongated, and 
marked with ocellated spots. 

Tetrao FhasianeUus. Linn. Syst. NaU 1. 273. l. fi,~GmeL 
Syst. Nat. 1. JAy.^Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 635. 2*^Briss. Sup. 
p. g,—Temm. Ind, Gall. fOl. 

Coq de Bruyeres k longue queue. Ois. 2. 288. 3. ' 

Tetras Phasianelle. Temm, Pig. et Gall. 3. 152. 

Sharp-tailed Grous. Penn, Arct. Zool, 2. 181. 

Lrong-tailed Grous. PhU. 7'raiis. Ixii. p. sgd*—Edw, Birds, p. 
\\J. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 792. 2.— Lath. Syn. Sup. ^12, 

This curious bird is in length seventeen inches : 
its beak is black : irides hazel : head, neck, and 
upper parts of the body, testaceous, with transverse 
black &sciae, which are broadest on the back: 
between the beftk and eyes a spot white : sides 
of the neck marked with roundish white spots : 
wing-coverts with spots and stripes of white: 
v^uills black, spotted with white on their outer 
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webs ; secondaries brown, striped on the outer 
edge, and tipped with white: rump hoary: tail 
short, consisting of eighteen feathers; the two 
middle ones longer than the rest, and spotted with 
testaceous ; the rest of them pale brown, tipped 
with white : the breast and belly whitish, marked 
with testaceous cordiform spots, deepest on the 
belly. The sexes difPer but little from each other, 
the principal distinction being in the male having 
the naked space over the eyes more determined 
and brighter. 

These birds inhabit the mountainous parts of 
the country about Hudson’s Bay : they feed upon 
juniper berries and buds : they associate in small 
flocks, and lay their eggs, which vary from ten to 
sixteen in number, upon the ground, in an artless 
nest composed of grass, and liQed with a few fea- 
thers : the eggs are white, and -are hatched about 
the middle of June : the young follow the mother 
as soon as hatched : their flesh is greatly prized, 
and is very plump and juicy. They are called by 
the natives of Hudson’s Bay Azv-kis-cow, accord- 
ing to Hearne. 
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LAGOPUS. PTARMIGAN. 


Generic Character* 


Rostrum breve, basi plumo- 
sum, supra convexum, la- 
teratim compressiusculum, I 
versus apicem aduncum; 
mandibula inferiore basi 
sub trigonum. 

Nares basales, semiclausse. 

Supercilia nuda glabra. 

Pedes tetxadactyli, mutici; 
tarsi digitiqus hirsuti. 


Beak short, feathered at the 
base, above convex, the 
sides somewhat compress- 
ed, towards its tip bent 
down; the under mandible 
slightly triangular at its 
base. 

Nostrils basal and half closed. 

Eyebrows naked and smooth. 

Feet four-toed, spurless ; the 
tarsi and toes hairy. 


Lagopus. Antiquorunif Raiu, VieiL, Leach, 
Tetrao. Linn,, GmeL, Lath.y Temm,, Cuv,^ Nilss. 
Bon AS A. Brisson, 


JL HE Ptarmigans form a genus that was well 
known to the ancient ornithologists : it possesses 
the singular character of having the tarsi and toes 
covei'ed with hair-like feathers : the eyebrows are 
naked, smooth, and generally of a pale red hue : 
the tail is either rounded or somewhat square : the 
sides of the toes are serrated and rough : most of 
the species change their plumage in the winter. 
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and become of a pure white, or whitish ; and at 
that time the toes become slightly downy beneath, 
to defend them from the frost and snow : their 
claws, which are broad and crooked, are well 
adapted for removing the latter, which they are 
obliged to do to procure their food, which consists 
of herbage, fruits, berries, and the tender shoots of 
various trees. They are all natives of the frigid 
regions. 




COMMON PTARMIGAN; 

(Lagopus muti^) 

La. dnereo atboquevariuSi remigiiui albb rectridbus nigris, apice 
albisg duohut intermediu albU. (Maris macvid 91^4 inter 
rostrum et oculos .* corporp hytme toto aUo*) 

Ptarmigan varied with cinereous and white; the quills white ; 
the tail-feathers black with white tips, the two middle ones 
entirely white : between the beak and eyes of the male is a 
black spot ; in the winter the body is entirely white. 

Lagopus mutus. Leach, Cat, Mus, Brit, p, TJ, 

Tetrao Lagopus. Ltnn. Spsi, Nat, 1. 274. 4. — Linn, Faun, 
Suec. no, 203. — Gmel, Spit, Nat, 1. 749. — O. Fabr, Faun, 
Groen, no, 80. — Brisi, Om, 1. 2l6. 12. male. — iMth. Ind. Orn, 
2.639. Q,—Temm. Gall, Ind,Joy, 

Tetrao alpinus. NUn. Orn, Suee, 

Le Lagopdde. Buff, Ois, 2. 264. pi, 9- 
LaGelinote blanche. Buffm Pi, Enl, 12Q, 494. 

Le Ptarmigan, ou Tetras La^pMe. Temm, Pig, et Gall, 3. 
185.. pi. 10. I, 2, a. (head, &c.)— TVmm. Man. (POrni, 
p. 293. 
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White Game. WiU. Om, (Ang.) p. 176.^. 32. 

Ptarmigan. Pam. Brit. Zool. 1. gs.pl, AS.— -Penn. Aret. Zotd, 

2. 315. D. — Gent. Mag. 1772. pi. in p. 74.— Lath. Gen. Syn. 

4 . 741 . 10.— Levin. Brit. Birds. 4. pi. 134. — Wale. Syn.2.pl. 

182.— Don. Brit. Birds. 1. pi. 12.— Mont. Om, Diet. 2.— 

Mont. Om. Diet. Supp.—Bew. Brit. Birds. 1. 303.— .0ing. 

Anim. Biog. 2. 256. 

The Ptarmigan is fifteen inches in length : its 
beak is black: the plumage pale brown or ash* 
colour, elegantly crossed or mottled with small 
dusky spots and minute bars : the head and neck 
with broad bars of black, white, and rust-colouf : 
wings white : greater quills with black shafts : in 
the male the head is more inclined to rufous : in 
the month of September it begins to change its 
plumage, and about the middle of October it is of 
a pure white all over : the shafts of the first seven 
quills black i and the tail, which consists of sixteen 
feathers, has the two middle ones white, the rest 
black, with a little white on the tips of the second 
feathers from the middle : the male also possesses 
a black stripe from the nostrils to the eyes. 

Temminck considers the Rock Ptarmigan of 
Latham to be referrible to this species, but that is 
a much smaller bird, and is spotted with white 
and dull orange in its summer plumage ; whereas 
this is destitute of such mvks : therefore till there 
is more certainty respecting them, it will be better 
to consider them as distinct, since they inhabit dif* 
ferent countries ; and as ^similar varieties do not 
occur in this kingdom, where the Ptarmigan is 
sufficiently common, it seems to give additional 
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support to the conjecture of these being two de- 
cided species. 

The Ptarmigan inhabits most of the northern 
parts of Europe, even as far as Greenland : it is 
very common in Russia and Siberia: it also is 
abundant on the Alpine mountains of Savoy, and 
other temperate regions. In Britain these birds 
are chiefly met with on the summits of the highest 
hills of the Highlands of Scotland ; they are also 
not uncommon in the Hebrides and Orkneys, and 
a few are still said to inhabit the lofty hills of 
Cumberland and Wales. 

In winter they assemble together in flocks, and 
are very stupid, suflering themselves to be knocked 
down with sticks, or driven into any snare that is 
set for them. They frequently stretch out their 
necks, apparently in curiosity, and remain other- 
wise unconcerned, while the fowler takes aim at 
them : when frightened they fly off, but imme- 
diately afterwards alight, and stand staring at their 
foe. It is said if the female be killed, the male 
will not forsake her, but may then also be killed 
with ^eat ease. So little alarmed are they at the 
presence of mankind, as even to bear driving like 
poultry j yet notwithstanding this apparent gentle- 
ness of disposition, it is impossible to domesticate 
them; for when caught they refuse to eat, and 
always die in consequence. 

Their food consists of the buds of trees, young 
shoots of pine and heath, and mountain berriei^ 
and fruits : on the Continent they feed on the 
dwarf birch and black-berried heath, and some- 
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times on the various kinds of liverwort. Tlxe 
female lays her eggs on the ground ; they are ironv 
six to ten in number, dusky with reddish brown 
spots ; they are something larger than those of the 
Partridge. 

They are called White Game in this country,^ 
and their flesh is excellent food, being said tn 
taste so like the Black Grous as to be scarcely 
distinguishable from it. 


ROCK PTARMIGAN. 

(Lagopus rupestijs.) 

La. av/ratdiut, fiUcUi atrit Uhaisque Mis varius ; reclrmimr 
. atrfs apke albiSf intertnediu Hotis albis, hris nigris. 

Oran^ jhsnnigan, varied with dark fascis and white stripes ; 
the tail-feathers dusky, with white tips ; the two middle- 
ones entirely white, the lores black. 

ITetrao rupestris. Gntel. Syst. Nkf. 1. ^51.— Lath, Ind, Om. % 
- 640 . 11 . 

Tetrao Lagopus. var. Tenon. OaU> Ind. yoSi 
Tetrao Alpinus, oar, Nilss. Om. Suee. 1. 311. 1 
Hock Grous. Penn. Arct, Zod. 2. 194,.— Lath. Syn, Sup. 
iy.6. 

Lathaju makes mention of this bird in the fol- 
lowing terms : ** At HudsOais Bay a white Grous, 
seemingly of a difierrat species, is observed. Ihn 
rize it is less by one third. ^ It is exactly like the 
other in colour, excepting it bail a black line from 
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the beak to the eye. The manners difier some- 
what, as it inhabits rocky places or juniper plains 
at all seasons. It frequently stretches the neck 
out, and makes a croaking kind of noisei lliey 
are very numerous at the two extremes of the 
Bay, but never visit the middle settlement except 
in very severe Weatheri This is called by the 
natives Uscathachishf by the English Rock-Par- 
tiidge ; whereas the other is distinguished by the 
name of Wapatheu.** 

Temminck describes a specimen he teceived 
front America, as a variety of the common Ptar- 
migan ; future observations will no doubt enable 
ornithologists to determine the factj whether it be 
U distinct species, or only p variety of that bird* 
*rhe black streak between the beak and eye, which 
appears to be a leading character in this species, 
is well marked) although the bird appears to be 
nearly in its summer plumage : the top of the 
head and the hinder part of the neck are varied 
with black feathers, striped with rufous, and white 
at their bases : the top of the back, the scapplars, 
and the breast, black t the feathers of the4ower 
part of the back, the rump, and the upper tail- 
coverts, grey-brown, with zigzag black stripes, 
each feather havmg a bar of black, and a white tip : 
the throat, the lower part of the neck, the under 
parts of the body, ami the wings, pure #bitfe ; the 
tarsi slightly covered'Witii feathers : the last joint 
of the toes nearly ns^^ed. 
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WHITE PTARMIGAN. 

(Lagopus albus.) 

La. corpore asiate albo Julvoque vario; hyeme toto Mo ^ redri* 
cibus atris apice albis ; dtiabus intennediis totis albis. 
Ptarmigan with the body in summer varied with white and 
fulvous; in the winter totally white; the tail-feathers dark- 
coloured^ with white tips ; the two middle feathers entirely 
white. 

Tetrao albus. GmeL Syst, NaU 1. 5J0. 23. — Lath. Ind. Om, 2. 
639. 10. 

Tetrao saliceti. Temm, Gall. Ind. 709. (winter plumage.) 
Tetrao subalpinus. Nilss. Orn. Suec. 307 ? 

Lagop^de de la bale d’Hudson. Buf. Ois. 2. 276. 

T6tras des saules^ ou maet.-^Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p» 208. pL 
11. I9 2, 3. Temm. Man. d'Orni. 295. (winter plumage.) 
White Partridge. Edwards, pi. 72.. 

White Grous. Penn. Arct. Zoot. 2. 183. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 

743. 11 . 

Like the foregoing species, which is considered 
to be only a variety of the, common Ptarmigan, 
Temminck describes this as the winter dress of 
the following species ; but as this species does not 
occur in Scotland, where the Red Ptarmigan is 
very abundant, I think his conjectures respecting 
it rather unfounded. 

This is^ather larger than the common Ptar- 
migan, which it greatly resembles : the plumage 
in both sexes is a glossy white, as are the two 
middle tail-feathers ; the fopr outer ones on each 
side being black, with white tips : the legs and 
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toes are well feathered : in the summer the plumage 
is varied with large spots and stripes of white and 
dull orange. 

It is stated to be abundant at Hudsons Bay, 
and lives in flocks in winter, feeding on the tops 
of the willows : are good eating, and so common 
that ten thousand have been taken at the several 
forts in one winter, by di’iving them under nets 
properly placed. They have from nine to eleven 
young, and breed every where on the coasts. By 
some they are called Snow Hens, from burrowing 
in the snow. 


RED PTARMIGAN. 


(Lagopus Scoticus.) 

La. corpore rufo nigricantequetramversimstriato; rectricibus sex 
utrinque exterioribus nigricantibus. 

Ptannigan with the body transversely striated with rufous and 
dusky } the six exterior tail-feathers on each side dusky. 
Lagopus Scoticus. Leach. Cat, Brit, Mus. p. 27. 

Lagopus altera Flinii. Rail. Spn. 54. a. 3. 

Tetrao Scoticus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2, 641. 15. 

Bonasa Scotica. Bliss. Om. 1. 199* 22. 1. 

Tetrao Lagopus, var. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 274.— Gwl. Sysf. 
Nat. 1. 750. 

Tetrao Saliceti. (Summer plumage.) Temm, Gall. Ind. 7IO. 
Tetrao subalpinus. var. A. NUss. Om, Suec. 1 . 308. 
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La Gelinotte d*Ecosse. Bufi Ots. 2. 242. 

T£tras des Saule$, ou muet. (Summer plumage.) Temnt, Pig. ef 

Gall. 3. 22\.pl. g,\f. 5. (head.) — Temm, Man. tPOrn.p. 296. 
Red Game, Moor Cock, Gorcock. Raii. Syn. 54. a, Z.^Alh. 

Birds. l.pL 23. 24. 

Red Grous. Penn. Brit. Zool' 1. g4.pl. 4^.— Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 

746 . }S.—Lath. Syn. Sup. 216. — Letoin. Brit. Birds, pi. 135. 

^Walc. Syn. 2. pi. 1S3.— Mont. Om. Diet. 1. — Mont. Om. 

Diet. Supp.—Beto. Brit. Birds. 1. 301.— Anim. Biog.2. 

255. — Lofoj.Faun. Oread, p. 51. 

* 

The Red Ptarmigan is in length fifteen inches 
and a half : the beak is black : irides hazel : the 
nostrils covered with red and black feathers : at 
the base of the lower n^andible is a spot of white ; 
the naked space above the eyes is scarlet, and 
somewhat fringed : the head and neck are pale 
tawny red, each feather being marked with several 
bars of black : throat red ; breast and belly dull 
purplish brown, crossed with numerous narrow 
dusky lines: quills dusky: the back and scapulars 
deep red, with a large black spot in the middle of 
each feather : tail even, consisting of sixteen fea> 
thers; the four middle ones barred with tawny 
red, the rest all black : the legs covered with soft 
whitish feathers down to the claws, which are of 
a light horn.colour, hollow^ broad, and concave 
underneatli. The female is smaller : the colours 
4.uller than, in the male, and the naked space over 
the eye less conspicuous. 

These birds occur at all seasons on the heathy 
and mountainous parts of the northern counties 
pf England} they are likewise said to be found 
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ui Wales, and are very common in the highlands 
Scotland, and the mountains and bogs of 
Jreland; inr winter they associate in flocks of 
forty or fifty in number, and become remarkably 
wild and shy: they never resort to woods, but 
confine themselves wholly to the open moors and 
the summits of the headiy hills ; feeding on the 
mountain berries and the tender tops of the heath. 
They pair in spring, and the females lay from 
eight to fourteen eggs, much like those of the 
^lack Grous, but smallm, in a rude nest upon the 
grodnd. The young brood follow the hen till the 
approach of winter, when th^ unite with several 
others into packs. 

jThey have often been known to breed In 
confinement, several instances being on record. 
Their flesh is excellent food, but very soon cor- 
rupts. 

The Red Ptarmigans are stated by Temminck 
to be natives of various parts of the Continent, 
particularly the north; and I understand that 
Captain Carmicael killed them in the island Tristan 
da Cunha, which is situated between tha Cape of 
Good Hope and St. Helena, 
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I 

(LagopuB Lapponicus.) 

La. corpore (estate rufo et nigricante striato ; are& supra oculos 
rubrA: collojerrugineo s caudAnigrA; hyembtoto alho i caudA 
: nigrAi apice et rectricibus duabus intermediis albis. 

Ptarmigan with the body in summer striated with rufous and 
dusky j the region of the eyes red j the neck ferruginous; 
the tail black : in winter the whole body white ; the tail 
black, with its tip and two ndddle feathers white. 

« Tetrao Lapponicus. Lath. Ind, Om. 2. 640. 12. — Chnel. Syst. 
Nat. ]. 751. 25. — Temm. Gall. Ind. 711, 

Bonasa Scotica. Briss. Orn. 1. igQ.pl. %%f. 1. 

Tetrao subalpinus, var, Nilss. Orn. Suec. l. SOy. 

T6tras Rehusak. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p. 225.^Temm. Man. 
d'Omi. p. 297. 

Rehusak Grous. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 3 16 . E.—Lath. Gen. Syn. 
Sup. p, 216. 

The Rehusak Ptarmigan is one of the species 
that undergoes a change with the seasons, be- 
coming, like the common species, nearly white in 
the winter, with the outer tail-feathers black, and 
the two middle ones and tips of the others white : 
the plumage in the summer greatly resembles that 
of the White Ptarmigan : the sides of the head 
and the throat are of a depp red : the top of the 
head black, with red spots: the neck reddish, 
transversely striped with black: the back, the 
rump, and the tail-coverts, striped with red and 
black: some of the quills ^hite, and the rest 
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Striped ^th red and black : the breast with a 
dull brown space : the belly and abdomen white : 
the feathers of the tarsi dirty white : the outer 
taU-f^athers black at their base, and white at 
their tips : during the winter the toes are covered 
with feathers, but in the summer they are but 
slightly sprinkled with them. 

It inhabits the woods and forests of Lapland : 
^lays thirteen or fourteen reddish eggs, marked 
with long brown spots : when disturbed it utters 
a loud noise, like a coarse laugh. 
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BONASA, HEATHCOCK, 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum breve, basi plumo- 
sum, supra convexum, ver- 
sus apicem incurvatum. 

Nares basales, plumulis ob^ 
tectae. 

Colhtm utrinque pennis plu- 
limis elongatis, alulam 
mulantibus, instructum. 

Pedes tetradactyli mutid ; 
tarsi hirsuti. 

Cauda rotundata. 

Alee breves, rotundatse. 


Beak short, feathered at the 
base, above convex; ior 
wards the tip bent down, 

Nostrils basal, covered with 
feathers* 

Neck furnished on each side 
with many feathers, re^ 
sembling a wing. 

JV^fouFrtoed, spurless; tarsi 
hairy. 

Tail rounded. 

Wings short and rounded, 


Attagek. Brissn 

Tetrao. Linn.j GmeU, Lath^f Tern,, VieiU 
Bonasa. Briss. < 


X HE birds of this genus are distinguished from 
those of the preceding in having the feathers of 
t;^e neck elevated on each side like a mantle: 
their legs are only feathered to the toes, the latter 
being naked and scaly. Two species only are 
known, both of which are natives of America. 
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PINNATED HEATHCOCK, 
(Bonasa Cup^do*) 


Po. subcristafBf corpore Jusco^rufescente nigro et albkante irans^ 
verdm striato^ Caudl JasciA terminali nigrd. 

Slightly crested Heathcock^ with the body transversely striated 
with fuscous-redy black and white ; the tail with a terminal 
black fascia. 

Attagen Am^icana. Briss. Orn, 1. 212. 10* 

Tetrao Gupido. Unn. S^st* Nat. 1. 274. 5. — ChacL Spstm Naim 
1. 751.— Lath. Ind.Orn. 2. 648. GcdL Ind. 7Q4,— 

Wits. Ameu Orn. IILp. \04. pL XXVII. f. l, 

Urogidlus minor fiiscus. Catesh. Carol. App.pl. !• 

T6tras huppecol. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. l6l. 

Pinnated Orous. Penn.Arctm Zool* 2* Gen. Syn.A* 

740. g. 

This curioiis bird is about one-third larger than 
the common Partridge : the top of the head, and a 
space beneath the eyes, are of a red-brown ; finely 
striated with deeper : the space round the eyes, the 
throat, and the top of the neck, are reddish-white : 
the feathers of the hind head form a crest ; and 
two tufts of long feathers spring from each side of 
the hinder-part of the neck; these, which resemble 
little wings, are composed of five wedged feathers, 
about three inches in length, the lower ones being 
the shortest, and black, the rest spotted with red 
and white: these appendages are capable of motion 
at the will of the bird : the rest of the plumage is 
of a, dirty red, striped transversely with red, black. 
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and white: the breast, and all the under parts, 
are striped alternately with white and brown : the 
quills are dusky, with reddish spots on their outer 
webs: the upper tail-coverts are similar to the 
back : the tail is dusky, tipped with black above, 
and brown, with white coverts, below : the beak 
is of a yellow-brown : the irides hazel. The female 
is rather less than the male, the colours are less 
brilliant, and she is entirely destitute of the wing- 
like feathers on the neck. 

This species is found in Carolina, New Jersey, 
and other parts of North America, but particularly 
on the brushy plains of Long Island, where they 
are very numerous : they lay a considerable num- 
ber of eggs: in the autumn they live in little 
families, and towards the commencement of winter 
they associate in flocks of two hundred or more, 
and as the snow falls, frequent the places where 
pines and other trees grow, that serve them for 
nourishment: their chief food is kuckle berries, and 
acorns of the dwarf oaks. The male crows for 
half an hour about daybreak, and at that time 
sets the wing-like feathers quite upright, which 
in general are depending on each side of the neck. 


SHOULDER-KNOT HEATHCOCK. 

(Bonasa Umbellus.) 

Bo. capite cristato, corpore supra Jusco rujb nigroque variegato, 
suhtus /ulva-albo; pectore ItmuUsfuscU variegato ; pennis axil- 
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laribus majorihus, elongatis, nigris azureis; umpygio giitlis 
albis consperso ; cauda Jasciatd, prope apicem fascid latiore 
nigra, apice cinereo alba. « 

Heathcock with the head crested ; the body above variegated 
with fuscous, red and black, beneath fulvous white; the breast 
varied with brown lunules ; the feathers of the axill® larger, 
elongated, and of a deep azure ; the rump sprinkled with white 
spots ; the tail fasciated, near the tip a broad black fascia, 
the tip greyish-white. 

Attagen Pensylvanica. Briss. Orn. 1. 214. 11. 

Bonasa major Canadensis. Briss» Orn. 1. 207. 8. pi. 21. 1. 
female. 

Tetrao Umljellus. ZJwn. Syst. Nat. 1. 275. 6. — Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 752. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 638. 7* male. 0. female. — • 
Temm. Gall. Ind. 704.— Amer. Orn. VI. p. 45. pi 
XLIX. 

Tetrao togatus. Lin7i. Syst. Nat. 1. 275. 8. female.— 

Syst. Nat. 1. 752. — female. 

Coq de Bruy^re k fraise. Buff. Ois. 2. 18J . 

La grosse Gelinotte dc Canada. Duff. Ois. 2. 281. — female. 

Buff. PI. Enl. 104. female. 

T£tras ^ fraise. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p. 165. 

Ruffed Grous. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 179. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 

738. 8. — Lath. Syn. Sup. 215. — Bing. Anim. Biog. 2. p. 251. 
Shoulder-knot Grous. Phil. Trans. LXII. p. 393. — ^female. — 
« Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 737- 7* — female. 

Ruffed Heathcock. Phil. Trans. XLVIII. p. 499. pi. 15. 

Edu). Gleaji. pi. 248. 

The male of this species when in full plumage 
has the top of the head, the cheeks, and the nape, 
of a beautiful red, with transverse brown stripes : 
the whole of the upper parts of the plumage, as 
well as the tail, have their prevailing colour red : 
the top of the back is varied with irregular black 
and grey spots ; the middle of the back and the 
rump have an oval white spot in the middle of 
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each feather : the tail is composed of sixteen fea-^ 
thers, with four or five narrow transverse bands of 
yeUowish-white, accompanied by a narrow black 
band ; towards the extremity of the feathers is a 
broader band of black, and the tips of all are 
greyish-white : the throat and the fore-part of the 
neck are of a reddish-white : the breast, the belly, 
and the sides, are regularly striped with brown, 
red-white, and white : the middle and greater wing- 
Coverts are red-brown, with longitudinal reddish- 
yellow spots : the quills are brown, varied on their 
outer webs with red-white spots : the tufts on each 
side of the neck are placed on its lower part, near 
the insertion of the wings, and when expanded, 
appear of a large size j they arc bright black, wdth 
a fine steel gloss j and the shorter ones arc slightly 
tipped with white or red. 

It varies a little, a specimen described by Tem- 
minck having more of a brown cast on its whole 
plumage : the top of its head and its cheeks varied 
with red and brown ; the whole of the feathers on 
the sides of the neck bordered with the latter co-* 
lour ; the white spots on the back less pure, and 
sprinkled with small black points: the scapulars 
irregularly spotted with red, black and white ; and 
the tail grey-ash, with transverse dusky brown 
bands, and undulated lines, the whole of its fea- 
thers tipped with greyish-ash: the feet and the 
beak ai'e brown i suspected to be an immature 
bird. 

This species inhabits Pensylvania, New York, 
Nova Scotia, Long Island, and other parts of North 
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America : its manners greatly resemble those of 
the Black Grous : the male placing himself upon 
some elevated stump, when he commences his 
peculiar noise called thumpingy by flapping his 
wings against his ^ides: he begins the strokes 
gradually, at about two seconds of time from each 
other, and repeats them quicker and quicker, until 
they make a noise not unlike distant thunder. This 
Continues from the beginning about a minute ; the 
bird ceases for six or eight minutes, and then be- 
gins again. During this ecstacy he is blind to the 
approach of the sportsman, who may take his aim 
at leisure, being directed by the bird to the noise, 
which may be heard at the distance of nearly half 
a mile. He commonly practises this thumping 
during the spring and fall of the year, and will da 
the same even if confined in a house : during the 
operation the crests on his head and sides of the 
neck are elevated, and the tail is expanded to its 
utmost. The female lays from twelve to sixteen 
eggs, on the ground, in a nest placed near the stump 
of a tree, amongst dry leaves : the young follow 
the mother like chickens, and the whole brood 
keep together till the spring: they feed on all 
sorts of grain and fruit, and are said to be par- 
ticularly fond of ivy-berries: their flesh is very 
good. They are called Drumming Partridges in 
some parts of North America; and at Hudson’s 
Bay pushee or pupushee. 
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Geneinc Character. 


Rostrum mediocre, gracilius, 
rectum, compressum; max- 
illa versus apicem deflexa. 

Nares basales, longitudinales, 
membrana supeme semi- 
clausse, plumulis obtectm, 
infra patulae. 

Pedes debiles, anticc hirsuti, 
tetradactyli ; digit! breves, 
pollice brcvissinio. 

Cauda cuneata. 

Alee elongatsc. 


Beak middle sized, slender, 
straight, compressed; the 
maxilla bent down towards 
its tip. 

Nostrils basal, longitudinal ; 
half closedbefore by amem- 
brane covered with feathers, 
beneath open. 

Legs weak, plumose in front, 
four-toed; toes short, the 
hinder one very short. 

Tail wedge-shaped. 

Whigs elongated. 


Pterocles. Temminck. 

CEnas. Vieillot. 

Tetkao. Linn,, GmeL, Lath,, Pall, 
Perdix. Lath,, Ray, 

Bonasa. Briss, 


This genus was divided from Tetrao by Tem- 
minck, the birds of which it is composed residing 
in the sandy plains and deserts of hot countries, 
two only being occasionally found in the south of 
Europe ; they form their nest on the ground, and 
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feed upon the tender tops of heath and other plants. 
Some of them are confounded with the Grous, and 
others with the Partridges, by Latham. Their 
Jiinder toe is very short, and elevated from the 
ground. Perhaps this genus would bear division, 
tlie two last species having the two middle tail- 
feathers considerably elongated and pointed j their 
manners are also slightly different. 


SAND PTEROCLES. 

(Pterocles arenarius.) 

Pt. corpore supra teslaceo^albicante^ macuUs ovatis Jiavicaniihus 
conspersisy gula ItUed, lunula jugali nigra y torquea ahdomin^ 
crissogue atris, rcctricihus nigro griseoque Jasciatis, apice albis; 
intermediis duahus fulvcscentibus, 

Pterocles with the body above testaceous-white, sprinkled with 
ovate yellowish spots ^ the throat yellow^ with a black lunulc 
on the jugulum 3 collar round the neck, the abdomen and 
vent dark-coloured ; the tail-feathers fasciated with black and 
grey, with white tips, the two middle ones fulvous. 

Pterocles arenarius, Temm, Gall, Ind, 7 12 . 

Tetrao arenarius. PalL Travels, 3. p. 6gg, — GmeL SpsU Nat, 1 , 
'^SS.^Lath, Ind. Orn. 2 . 642. 18. 

Pefdix Aragonica. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 645. 7 . '• 

Ganga unibande. Temm, Pig. et Gall. 3. 240.— TVmm. Man. 
d'Orni. 2QQ. 

Aragonian Partridge. Lath. Syn. Sup. 1 . 223. 

Sand Grous. Lath, Gen. Syn. 4. 7^1* 1^* 

This species varies in length from fourteen to 
sixteen inches ; its throat is adorned witli a trian- 
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gular patch of black, bordered on its upper part 
with a broad band of chesnut-colour, which reaches 
to the base of the under jaw, and passes beneath 
the eyes and ears to the nape : the head, the neck, 
and the breast, are of an ash>colour, tinged with 
rufous : a broad bar of black passes over the breast 
from the insertion of the wings on either side : the 
belly, the sides, the thighs, and the abdomen, are 
of a deep black: the under tail-coverts are also 
black, with their tips white : the back and the 
whole of the wing-coverts are reddish-yellow ; the 
middle of the feathers being deepest, and their 
edges ochrey yellow : quills brownish, with an ob- 
lique dirty- white spot at their base; the secondaries 
ash-coloured, bordered and tipped with yellowish : 
the tail, which is greatly wedge-shaped, is deep 
ash above, with dusky bars, and the whole of the 
feathers, except the two middle ones, are tipped 
with white : the under part of the tail is black, 
tipped with white : the feathers on the tarsi arc 
whitish yellow: the be*dc is bluish: the hinder 
part of the tarsi and the toes are deep yellow. 

The female is less, and her colours more dull ; 
the grey on the neck being flat, and the black, on 
the under parts of the body, brownish : the band 
on the breast is also Very small. 

This species is found in the neighbourhood of 
the Caspian Sea, frequenting the sandy deserts: 
dturing tlie summer it is abundant near Astrakan, 
but|it winters in Persia. Burlu-chuduk appears to 
be ue &vourite resort of timse birds, on account 
of its sandy fountains, as they drink a great deal. 



DOUBLE-OiaDEO PTEROCLES. 30 ? 

and are so eager as to suffer the sportsman to cap- 
ture them with facility. Their food consists of 
the seeds of various kinds of Astragalus: the female 
Jays four or five eggs, which are white, spotted 
with brown ; they are deposited in a nest placed 
amongst thick briars. 


* UOUBLE-GIRDED PTEROCEES. 

(Pterocles bicinctus.) 

VT.Jronle nifrrcLf macula supra oculos alba, corpora supra cmereo^ 
fusco maculis albis triangularibus variegato; coUo pectoreque 
clnereo-flavis, cingulo pectoris duplici albo nigroque, corpora 
subtus albo et Jusco striata. (Femipa absque cingulis et Jrontis 
macula nigra, pennis Juscis, rufo et albescente-flavo striatis.) 
Pterocles with the forehead black, a spot above the eyes white ; 
the body above cinereous-brown, variegated with triangular 
white spots ; the throat and breast cinereous-yellow, the latter 
with a double belt of black and white ; the body beneath stri- 
ated with white and fuscous. Female without the belt and 
the black spot on the forehead; the quills brown, striated 
with rufous and whitish-yellow. 

Pterocles bicinctus. Temm. Gall. Ind. 713. 

Ganga bibande. Temm, Pig. et GaU, 3. p. 247. 

A NEW species described by Temminck : it is in 
length rather above ten inches : the male has a 
small spot of white at the base of the beak, and a 
broad band of black extending across the forehead 
from one eye to the other ; this is accompanied 
above the eyes with two broad lateral spots of a 
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pure white : the feathers on the top of the head 
and the occiput are of a reddish-yellow, with a 
dusky spot in their middle ; the cheeks, the neck, 
the breast, the lesser coverts, and top of the wing, 
are of an ashy-yellow : the back, the greater and 
lesser coverts, and the secondary wing-feathers, 
are of an ashy-brown j each feather being striped 
and spotted with red, and all having a triangular 
white spot at their tips : the rump, the tail, and its 
coverts, are transversely striped with brown and 
reddish-yellow ; the tail-feathers being tipped with 
the latter colour : the quills are black, with brown 
shafts: the upper part of the breast is adorned 
with two belts, reaching upwards to the sides of 
the back j the upper one is white, and the lower 
black: the belly, the sides, the thighs, and the 
abdomen, are dirty-white, varied with slight brown 
bars : the feathers on the fore-part of the tarsi are 
dirty-white ; the hinder part of the tarsi, the toes, 
the claws, and the beak, are yellow. 

The female has not the bands on the breast, nor 
the peculiar marks on the head of the male : the 
whole of the upper part of the head is red-yellow, 
with dusky longitudinal spots ; the cheeks and the 
throat with minute bro.wn points: the neck and the 
breast marked with broad transverse bands of brown 
and yellowish : the belly, the thighs, and the ab- 
domen, as in the male : the feathers of the back, 
and the whole of those of the wings, barred with 
brown and red, and tipped with a stripe of white: 
the quills are dusky-brown, slightly fringed at their 
tip with white : the beak and the claws are brown. 
The young males resemble the female. 
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Le Vaillant discovered this species in the country 
of the Namaquois, on the borders of the great river-: 
it appears to be partial to the sandy portion of the 
country, but in the vicinity of water; it lives in 
society, .the old and young together, till the com- 
mencement of the season of courtship, when the 
young divide, and seek a proper situation to per- 
form the process of incubation. 


INDIAN PTEROCLES. 

(Ptcroclcs quadricinctus.) 

Pt. Jronie trifasciai&,^ corpore supra cinereo-flavOf nigro striato^ 
cingulis pectoris quatuor, castaneoj albo^ nigro ^ alhoquc. (Fc- 
uiina absque fascia frontis^ cingulisquc pectoris) 

Ptcroclcs with the forehead with three fasciae 5 the body above 
cinereous-yellow, striated with black 5 the breast with four 
belts, chesnut, white, black, and white. Female without the 
fasciae on the forehead, or the belts on the breast. 

Pterocles quadricinctus. Temm, Gall, Ind, 713. 

Tetrao Indicus. Gmel, Syst, Nat, 1 . 755, 

Perdix Indica. hath, Ind, Orn, 2. 650. 23, 

Ganga quadrubande. Temm* Pig* ct Gall, 3. 252. 

Indian Grous. Lath, Gen, Syn, 4. 752. 17* 

This beautiful bird is a native of India ; but 
nothing is known of its manners : the male is 
adorned with three fascim on the head, the mid- 
dle one black, and the two outer white : the hind- 
head is reddish ; each feather with a longitudinal 
dusky band : the neck and the breast are of an 
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ashy-red: the top of the back is striped trans- 
versely with dull brown, yellowish, and black : the 
lesser and greater wing-coverts are bright yellow, 
with a broad transverse stripe towards their tip, 
bordered on each side by a narrow one ol’ white : 
the breast of the adult male possesses four semi- 
circular bands ; the first uppermost is chesnut- 
brown, the following white, the third black, and 
the fourth white : the quills are dusky-brown : the 
belly, the thighs, and the abdomen, are striped 
alternately with delicate bars of whitish and black : 
the tail-feathers are yellow, striped with black : the 
feathers on the tarsi are greyish-yellow, slightly 
sprinkled with black : the beak is slender, red at 
its base, and black at its tip : the hinder part of 
the tarsi and the claws arc brown. The female 
does not possess the four fasciaj on the breast, or 
those on the forehead of the male ; and the wing- 
coverts have not the bar of black with white edges; 
the head is red-yellow, with a longitudinal dusky 
stripe in the middle of each feather : the nape, the 
back, and the rump, are striped with brown, black, 
and yellowish : the scapulars the same, edged and 
tipped with yellowish- white ; the wing-coverts arc 
clear yellow, with transverse black stripes : the fea- 
thers of the under parts of the body arc similar to 
those of the male, but less brilliant; the young 
males resemble the female. 



311 


ALCHATA PTEROCLES. 

(Pterocles Alchata ) 

Pt, guttiire nigrOf pectoris cingulo Into rtifo^aurantio ; nigro mar^ 
ginato^ corpore supra olimceoyjlavicante nigro rufoque •oario^ 
iectricibus alarum castaneo maculatiSf corpore subtus albo, (Fc- 
mina gutture albo^ deorsum collari dimidiato nigro^ iectricibus 
absque maculis castaneis.) 

Pterocles with a black throat ; the breast with a broad rufous- 
orange Ifelt, margined with black ; the body above olive, varied 
with yellowish, black, and rufous j the wing-coverts spotted 
with chesnut 5 the body beneath white. (^Female with a white 
throat) the lower half of the neck black ) the wing-coverts with- 
out the chesnut spots.) 

Pterocles setarius. Temm. Gall. Ind, 714- 

Tetrao Alchata. Linn* Syst* Nat, 1. 276 - l\,—GmeL Syst* Nat* 
1- 754 . — Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 341. l3. 

Bonasa Pyreniaca. Briss, Orn, 1. IQ5. 4- pi. IQ./i !• 2, 

Perdix Damasccna. Raii, Syn, p. 55, 7- 

Le Ganga. Buff. Ois. 2. 244. 18. — Buff, PI, Enl, 105. 103. 

Ganga cata. Temm, Pig, et Gall, 3. 253. — Terntn, Man, d'Orni. 
p. 301 . 

Pintailed Grous. Edw, Glean, p, 24 ff. Lath, Gen, Syn. 4. 748. 
14. 


This species is rather more than eleven inches 
in length : its throat is black : the sides of the head, 
and the fore-part of the neck, are of an ashy-yel- 
low : on the breast is a broad belt of rufous-orange, 
bordered on each side with a narrow band of black: 
the head, nape, rump, and upper tail-coverts, are 
striped alternately with black and yellow} back 
and scapulars the same, with a narrow band of 
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grey-blue towards the tips of each feather, and 
another of yellow: the lesser and middle wing- 
coverts are striped obliquely with red-chesnut, 
tipped with a white crescent ; the greater coverts 
are greyish-olive, tipped with black crescents : the 
belly, the sides, the abdomen, the thighs, and the 
tips of the under tail-coverts, are white j as are 
also the extremities of the tail-feathers, and the 
edges of the outer ones : the rest of the tail is 
varied with yellow and black, and the two middle 
feathers are considerably elongated and pointed : 
the feathers on the fore-part of the tarsi are white: 
the beak and the feet are grey, and the claws black. 
The female has the throat white, with a half collar 
beneath, of a black colour ; with a belt of orange, 
as in the male : the upper })arts of the plumage 
resemble that of the male : the wing-coverts are 
grey-blue, with an oblique reddish band, and tipped 
with black lunulcs: the two middle tail-feathers 
are not quite so long as in the male. The young 
have their plumage less variegated : the upper 
parts of the body are olivaceous, shaded with ash- 
colour ; the white on the sides, the thighs, and the 
abdomen, is varied with zigzag yellow and brown 
lines. 

This bird inhabits most of the warmer parts of 
Europe, as the South of France, Spain, Italy, Sicily, 
and the Levant} it is very abundant in Persia, 
Arabia, and the northern parts of Africa : it de- 
lights in arid and sandy deserts, where it constructs 
its nest of moss, briars, and slender herbs : it feeds 
upon seeds and insects : it is caught in great num- 
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bcrs near Aleppo, for its flesh, which is hard and 
dry, and not relished by Europeans : it is called 
Cata or Akata in Arabia, and from thence its name 
is derived. 


NAMAQUA PTEROCLES. 

(Pteroclcs tachypetes.) 

Pt. corporc supra clnerasccntc-fusco^ guUurc Jlavescenle, vertice 
coUoqite cinereis, tcctricibus alarum apice cinereo^niiidis^ pec* 
toris cingulis albo castaneis, ventre cinereo-purpureo, (Femina 
paliide rufescens, collo pccioreque striisjuscis longitudinalibus, 
enrpore uirinquejusco rujoque iransvcrsim striata,) 

Pterocles with the body above grey-brown ; the throat yel- 
lowish ) the crown and neck cinereous ; the tips of the wing- 
coverts shilling cinereous ; the breast with a belt of white 
and chesnut 3 the belly grey-purple, {Female pale rufescent j 
the neck and breast with longitudinal brown striae 5 the body 
on both sides transversely striated with brown and rufous.) 

Pterocles tachypetes, Temm, Gall. Ind. p,T\b. 

Tetrao Namai^ua. Gmcl, Syst, Nat. 1. *Jb^,~-~L$ath, Ind. Orn, 2* 
642. 19 * 

Tetrao Scnegalus. Lin. Mant. 1771 , p. 526.— Lath. Ind. Orn. 

2 . 642. 17 - 

La Gelinotte du Senegal. Bt/f. PI. Enl. 130. (young male.) 

Ganga vclocifer. Temm. Pig, et Gall. 3. 274 . 

Senegal Grous. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 7^9* 1^- 

Nania(}ua Grous.*-^Lath, Gen. Syri. 4. 7^^* 1^* — 

Sup. 215. 
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This is in length ten inches ; the throat of the 
adult male is of a beautiful yellow : the head and 
the neck are of an uniform grey : the upper part of 
the back, the rump, and the upper tail-coverts, are 
of a grey-brown ; the feathers of the middle of 
the back, the scapulars, and wing-coverts, are 
brown at their base, then yellow ochre, and tipped 
with a bright spot of grey; the lesser coverts 
have the grey spot more dull, and are slightly 
bordei'ed with reddish chesnut ; the greater quills 
are tipped with grey, and the lesser with pure 
white, and the shafts of the two outer ones are also 
white : the breast is tinged with a puiqilc hue, and 
bears upon it two belts, the upper one pure white, 
and the lower a lively cliesnut-rcd : the belly, as 
far as the thighs, is of a fine grey, tinged with 
purple : the thighs, the abdomen, and the under 
tail-coverts, are bright red : the tail itself is brown- 
grey, tipped with yellow; the two middle feathers 
longest, and pointed ; the feathers on the front of 
the tarsi arc reddish : the beak, the feet, and the 
claws, are brown. 

The female is less than the male : the throat is 
red : the feathers on the head, the neck, and the 
breast, arc reddish' white, with their centres brown, 
forming a series of crescents ; the back and the 
wing and tail-coverts are barred with dusky brown 
and red : the lesser wing-coverts arc tipped with 
white : the belly is striped transversely with white 
and brown: the abdomen and the under tail- 
coverts are bright red : the greater quills are not 
tipped with grey as in the male : the lateral tail- 
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featliers are marked on th^ir outer webs and part 
of their inner ones with stripes of yellow and 
brown : the rest of the tail -resembles that of the 
male, except that the two middle feathers are not 
quite so long. 

This species inhabits the middle region of Africa, 
and in the daytime frequents the arid deserts. It 
flies with rapidity, and a great distance at a time. 
It feeds on the seeds of plants, com, and also on 
insects : drinks much, and arrives in troo])s at the 
fountaiqs, which are very scarce : its eggs are 
deposited in a nest composed of herbs and briars j 
they are four or five in number, olive-green spotted 
with black, resembling those of the Plover. 
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Generic Character. 


Rostrum validum, mediocre, 
supra convcxuiu, versus 
apieem incurvum. 

Nares basalcs, lateralcs, mcm- 
brauii nud^ fbrnicali semi- 
clausa;. 

OrhitOB papillosss. 

Cauda elongata, rectricibus 
duodccim. 

Pedes tetradactyli, nudi ; tarsi 
maris aut bicalcaratis aut 
uno-a||carato. 

AUs breves. 


Beak strong, middle sized, 
convex above, and incurved 
towards the tip. 

Nostrils basal, lateral, half 
closed by a naked arched 
membrane. 

Orbits warty. 

Tail elongated, consisting of 
twelve feathers. 

Feet four-toed, naked; the 
tarsi of the male with two 
spurs or only one. 

fViuffs short. 


Francolinus. Briss. 

Ferdix. Lath,, Temm,, Btiss,, Cuv., Vieil, Sfc, 
Tetrao. Ldnn., Gmel. 


The Francolins are distinguished from the Par- 
tridges by the beak being longer and stronger : 
the tail is also longer ; in the first division of the 
genus the tarsi of the males are armed with a 
single strong spur, and in the second with two, 
except in the three last species, which possess one 
spur and a hard callous tubercle, and have the 
throat and orbits naked. In the manners of the 
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birds comprised in this genus there is a great dis- 
similarity to those of the following ; these residing 
in damp places and perching upon trees, whereas 
the latter always rest upon the ground. 


B 


A. Tarsus marts calare uno. 

^ A. Tarsus of the male ivith one spur, 

LONG-BEAKED FRANCOLIN. 

(Francolinus longirostris.) 

Pb. corpore supra rufo^fusco atro maculatOf pennis dorsi hiteo 
marginatis, subtus ferrugineo^rufo immaculato^ pectore ci- 
nereo^ccsrulescente, (Fcniina hand ccsrulescente.) 
Francolin with the body beneath red-brown, spotted with dusky; 
the feathers of the back edged with yellow ; beneath rusty-red, 
immaculate ; the breast grey-blue. (Female with the breast 
scarcely blue.) 

Perdix longirostris. Temm, GaU. Ind, p. 721 . 

Francolin d long bee. Temm. Pig* et Gall, 3. 323. 

This remarkable species is distinguished from 
the other of the genus by its large beak, wliich is 
almost as long as that of the Peacock ; whereas 
the bird is only about fourteen inches in length : 
its throat, the sides of the head, the upper part of 
the neck, the belly, and the sides, are yellowish 
rust-colour, without spots: the top of the head, 
the dcciput, the upper part of the back, and the 
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scapulars, are chesnut-brown, striped and spotted 
with velvety black ; some of the feathers have a 
border of yellow ochre, and a stripe of the saifte 
down the shaft : the lower part of the neck and 
the breast are of a grey lead-colour : the feathers 
of the lower part of the back, the rump, and the 
upper tail-coverts, are rust-colour, shaded with 
very fine obscure zigzag lines, with each feather 
at its centre and towards its tip with a pure yellow- 
ochre spot : the inner webs of the wing-coverts 
are chesnut, with black spots ; the outer ones fer- 
ruginous, with undulated brown lines ; the centre 
of all with a yellow-ochre spot: the secondary 
quills and those of the tail are ferruginous, with 
bars and waves of brown : the quills with their 
outer webs only varied with those colours : the 
beak is black : the naked space surrounding the 
eyes is red : the feet, the claws, and the spur, 
which is short and thick, are of a pale horn-colour. 
The female resembles the male, but docs not pos- 
sess the grey lead-colour on the lower part of the 
neck and breast, this part being rusty-red: the 
tarsi are quite smooth. 

It inhabits the isle of Sumatra, 
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(Francolinus vulgaris.) 

Fr. corpore supra nigricanie-^usco^ suhtus colloque atris; hoc 
hypochondriisque mactUis alhis subrotundis^ torque aurantiaf 
Jascid suboculari alba. (Fcmina ex nigricante et rtifo-Jlavi^ 
cante toto varid.) 

Francolin with the body above dusky brown 5 beneath and neck 
dusky 3 tlie latter and sides of the body with rounded white 
spots ; ring round the neck orange 5 a white fascia beneath 
the eye. (Female varied entirely with dusky and reddish 
yellow. ) 

Perdix Francolinus. Lath, Ind, Orn. 2. 644. Q.^Tcmm. Gall. 
Indn.p, 723. 

Tetrao Francolinus. Limi. Syst, Nat. 1, 275. 10. — GmcL Syst* 
Nat, 1. 756. 10. — Briss, Orn, 1. 2-J5. 13. pi, Z.f, 2. 
Francolin. liaii. Syn,p, 54. 4. — Will, p. 125. pi. 31. 

Le Francolin. Btiff'. Ois, 2. 438. — Buff. PI. Enl. 147. 148. 
Francolin k collier roux. *Temm. Pig. ct Gall. 3. p, 340. — Tanm. 
Man, d'Orni. p. 303. 

Francolin Partridge. Edw, Glean, pi, 246. — Gent, Mag, xlii. 
pi. in p, 1 12. — Lath, Gen* Syn» 4. 7^9* 

This beautiful species is twelve inches and a 
quarter in length ; the beak is dusky : iridcs 
hazel : the upper parts of the head, hind part of 
the neck, back, and wing-coverts, arc varied with 
dusky and yellowish rust-colour : the sides of the 
head, chin, throat, neck, breast, and belly, are 
black : on each jaw a white streak ; behind the 
eye a patch of the same colour passes forward in a 
streak to the nostrils : round the neck is a rusty 
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orange collar : the sides of the neck, breast, and 
body, are black, varied with spots of white : the 
lower part of the belly and thighs tstriped with 
black : the under tail-coverts reddish : the lower 
part of the back and rump crossed with alternate 
lines of black and yellowish white : the quills 
dusky, marked with transverse rusty yellow spots : 
tail rounded, the four middle feathers alternately 
striped with black and rusty yellow ; the others on 
each side, with black and white for two thirds of 
their length ; the rest black to the tip : legs red- 
dish, and furnished with a spur. The female is 
Iqss, and irregularly varied with blackish and rusty 
throughout, but in the back and tail greatly re- 
sembling the male: tarsi without a tubercle or 
spur. 

Although a native of the southern parts of Eu- 
rope, the manners of this elegant species are but 
little known : it feeds upon ^sects and seeds : it 
has a very loud whistle, and its flesh is greatly 
esteemed. It appears to be found throughout all 
the warmer parts of Europe, from Spain to the 
Levant ; it is likewise found in Asia at Bengal, 
and is very abundant in Barbary and other parts 
of Africa. 
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PONDICHERRY FRANCOLIN. 
(Francolinus Pondicerianus.) 


pR. rufus nigroifasciatus^ suhtus albus lunulis nigris, rectricilms 
duabus intermediu Jasciis quatuor alhidis ; hteralibus, intus 
nigro-fosciatis, {Ymaw'o^jiedibus rnuticis,) 

Red Francolin fasciated with black ; beneath white, with black 
lunules I yie two middle tail-feathers with four white fasciae ; 
the lateral ones internally fasciated with black. (Female with 
the legs smooth.) 

Perdix Ponticeriana. Lath, Ind. Orn* 2. 649 . 18.— Temm. Gall. 
Itid. p. y22. 

Tetrao Ponticeriana. Gmel. S^st. Nat. l. y6o.42» 

Le Perdrix de Pondicherry. Sonner. Voy. Ind. 2. 165. 
Francolin k rabat, ou k gorge rousse. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. 
332. 

Pondicherry Partridge. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. yjA. ITj^Lath. 
Syn. Sup. 221. (female.) 

This beautiful species was discovered by Son> 
nerat on the coast of Coromandel, near Pondi- 
cherry : it is ten inches in length : the beak is red 
at its base and yellow at its tip : the irides are 
red ; the forehead and the region of the eyes are 
bright red ; the colour passing over the latter like 
an eyebrow, and ending on the hind head : the 
top of the head is of a grey-brown ; the breast is 
alternately striped with whitish yellow and bright 
brown: the back, the greater and lesser wing- 
coverts, and the rump, grey-brown j the edges of 
the feathers with black spots, and all of them with 
v. xi. p. II. 22 
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three reddish white stripes : the quills ire grey : the 
secondaries the same, with their outer webs striped 
with yellowish white : the two middle tail-feathers 
are grey, spotted with grey-brown, and crossed ‘ 
with four yellow-white bands : the lateral feathers 
are red at their base, with a black fascia towards 
their tips, which are reddish white : the belly and 
the abdomen are white, striped with semicircular 
bands, and rufous at their edges : the legs are red, 
and armed with a strong spur. 

The female differs in being less brilliant in 
plumage, and in wanting the spur. 


THORACIC FRANCOLIN. 

(Francolinus tboracicus.) 

Fb. corpore supra griseo^asco, maculis fasetMugris adspersisr 
pectore are& rotundatd magnd grised, margins guUureque 
rt^, ventre abdomineque luteo-rtifis nigro-macidatis. 

Francolin with the bod/ beneath grez-brown. sprinkled with 
brown-black spots ; the breast with a sounded grey area, its 
margin and the throat rufous ; the belly and abdomen yel- 
lowish red, spotted with black. 

Perdix thoracica. Temm. GdL Ind, ^23. 

Francolin & Plastron. Temm. P^. et Gall. 3. 335. 


Native of India: only one specimen known, 
which is of the male sex : it is described by Tern- 
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minck : its length is twelve inches : on the breast 
is a large rounded space of a greyish green hue, 
varied with delicate zigzag black lines : the throat 
is rufous, and that colour is distributed over the 
sides of the neck, and surrounds the spot on the 
breast : the under parts of the body are of a yel- 
lowish red, each feather having a black spot, more 
or less rounded: the back is grey-brown, with 
large spots of dusky brown : the feathers of the 
scapulars* are beautifully varied with small W'hite 
crescents » the naked skin surrounding the eyes is 
sprinkled with fleshy pimples, of a flne red : the 
beak, the feet, and the ipurs, are flne shining 
silvery white : the female is unknown. 


AFRICAN FRANCOLIN. 


(Francolinus Africanus.) 


Fr. corpore supra cinerto-fusoo nigro maculato, maculis magnis 
lineis transversisque rujis, pennarum omnium rachis albis, colli 
lateribus rufo nigroque variis, gtUture nigro alhoque variegalo, 
macuUs hppocbondriarum pecforisque magnis castaneis. 

Fraincolin with the body above spotted with cinereous, fuscous 
and black, with transverse rufous spots and lines ; the shafts 
of all the feathers white; the sides of the neck red and 
black : the throat variegated with black and white > the sides 
and breast with large chesnut spots. 

Ferdix Afra. Lath. Ind. Orti. 2. 648. l6. — Temm. Gall. Ind. p. 


723. 

Francolin Ourikinas. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p. 337* 
Pearled Partridge. Lath.Gen. Syn. 4. TJ'i. 15. a. 
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Tens species has the upper part of its head 
and the occiput clothed with black feathers, with 
reddish edges: a narrow red band, sprinkled 
with black, extends down each side of the neck, 
and another of white, whose feathers are tipped 
with black, runs parallel with the first, and ter- 
minates at the lower part of the neck, where it 
joins a third, arising from beneath the eyes : the 
throat is white, spotted with black : the breast is 
yellow-red, varied with grey-blue : the feathers of 
the upper parts of the body are of a deep grey, 
each varied with a spot of black, and rufous zigzag 
lines: the wing-coverts are brighter ash, with 
transverse black bars : the shafts of all the feathers 
of the upper parts of the body, as well as of the 
wing-quills, are white : the quills are brown, with 
a zigzag stripe extending the whole length of the 
outer web : the feathers on the sides of the body 
and lateral parts of the breast are shaded w^th 
grey-blue, and have each a large spot of chesnut- 
red near their middle, and a few are sprinlded 
with oval white marks, which are most numerous 
on the belly, where they approach each other : the 
tail is black, striped with transverse undulated 
lines of a bright rufous : the tarsi of the male are 
armed with a very sharp spur, and are of a yellow- 
brown, as itfe also the toes : the beak is brown ; 
tiie female has a hard tidiercle in place of the 
spur, and iq|plumage exactly resembles the male : 
its length is about one fbojU 

Common in the country the Hottentots : its 
principal food consists of vi^us species of bulbous 
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plants, which it digs up with the beak : the female 
deposits from ten to eighteen eggs of an olive hue, 
spotted with brown. 


PEARLED FRANCOLIN. 


(Francolinus perlatus.) 

Fa. nigro-spadiceuSf collo tectricibui alarum et partibui infe* 
rioribus guitis maculisque aUns conspersis^ dorso remigibus 
secundariis tectricibmque caudit nigra rufoque tranvoersim 
striatis, Jascid per oculos aUeraque infra nigris. (Femina 
corpora eubtus transvereim striata,) 

Deep chesnut Francolinj with the neck, wing-coTerts, and 
under parts of the body, sprinkled with spots and freckles of 
white; the back, secondary quills, and tail-coverts, transversdy 
striated with black and rufous; a stripe through the eyes 
and one beneath black. (Female with the body transversdy 
striped beneath.) 

Perdia perlata. Lath. Ind, Ont. 2. 648* 15.— Temm. OaU* Ind, 

Pm ^*11^ 

Perdix Madagascariensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 645. 8. 

Perdix Sinensis. Briss. Ois. 1. 234. a./, i. 

Tetrao Madagascariensis. Omel. Spst. NaU 1. 756. 31* 

Tetrao perlatus. GmeL Sgst. Nat. 1. 758. 36. 

Tetrao Sinensis. Osbm Vo]/» Chinum 2. 326. i ) // 

Francolin perle. Temm. Pig* et QaU. 3. 386. 

Le Francolin de I’Isle de France. Sonner. Voy. Ind. 2# 166. 
pi. 97. 

Perdrix perl£e de la Chillis. Bufm Ois. 2. 446. 
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Pintado Partridge. ZalA. Gen. Syn, 4. 761. 7.— Lath. Syn. 

Sup. 219. 

Pearled Partridge. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 772. 15. 

The male of this beautiful species varies from 
ten to a dozen inches in length : the feathers on 
the top of the head are black, edged with red: 
two longitudinal black stripes commence from the 
base of the beak, one of which passes over and 
surrounds the eyes, the other passes beneath, and 
joins the former ; the space between is pure white ; 
of which colour the throat is also : the feathers on 
the hinder part of the neck are black, with four 
longitudinal white spots ; those on the top of the 
back, the fore-part of the neck, the breast, and the 
lesser wing-coverts, are black, each varied with six 
large rounded white spots : the scapulars are of a 
reddish chesnut, with whitish spots at their tips : 
the back, the rump, the upper wing-coverts, and 
those of the tail at their base, are black, with 
innumerable white bands : the tip of the tail-feathers 
is black : the quills and secondaries are the same ; 
the former varied with broad white bands, the 
latter with small white spots : the belly is whitish : 
the sides are reddish ; both varied with black lines 
of various sizes : the under tail-coverts are red : 
the beak is black, and the feet are bright red : the 
tarsi are armed with a thick and blunt spur, which 
is wanting in the female : this sex differs in many 
respects : it is rather smaller : the head is similarly 
marked, but the two longitudinal bands do not 
extend so far behind the eye, and the space between 
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them is rufescent white : the feathers of the top 
of the back are fringed with bright brown, and the 
six white spots on eacli are of an irregular form : 
the feathers on the under parts of the body are 
striped with six alternate transverse bands of white 
and black : the scapulars, the wing-coverts, the 
back, the rump, and the upper tail-coverts, are 
grey-brown, varied with white lines, and large 
black spots : the transverse stripes on the tail are 
tinged with reddish white : in other respects the 
plumage resembles that of the male. 

This bird is common in China, where it is known 
by the name of Tahe^cou : it is likewise abundant 
at Bengal, the Isle of France, and Madagascar : it 
perches, in common with the rest of the Francolins, 
upon trees : its note and appearance are somewhat 
like those of the Guinea Pintado ; from thence it 
has been called the Pintado Partridge. 


B. Tarsi hicalcaraia^ 

B. Tarsi double spurred, 
a. Gula plumis tectse. 
a. Throat covered with feathers. 

NOISY FRANCOLIN. 

(Francolinus damata.) 

Fr. corpore nigncantci/usco, pennis lineis angustis conspersisf 
gula albidA, capite pectoreque fusco^nigricantibus^ remigibus 
dnerascenti'^fuscis. (Femina pedibus muticis,) 




^94 I^OlfST FRANCQUH. 

Cnooidla with the body dusl^ browii, aprinkled with slender 
lines} the throat white) the head and breast dusky browh) 
the quills grey*brown. (JPemoile with the legs smooth.) 
Perdix damata. Temm, Ind. 7lf. 

Phmoolin oriard. Tmm,.Pi^, et CaU. 3. 398. 

This species, which is described by Temminck, 
received its name from its harsh and disagreeable 
cry, which is uttered night and morning, and 
somewhat resembles the syllables cro/t<2-croAt£-cro/id< 
hack : it is heard at a great distance. The male 
is about seventeen inches in length : the prevailing 
colbur of the plumage is dull ^ey-brown or bister, 
varied with stripes and spots of grey : the top of 
the head and the occiput are plain brown : the 
feathers on the cheeks and the top of the neck are 
tiordered with white : the throat is nearly white : 
on the breast is a broad gorget of dusky brown, 
each feather havihg a white longitudinal band fol- 
lowing the direction ^ the shaft : the Whole of the 
plumage of the other parts, upper as well as under, 
is barred with innumerable zigzag lines, following 
nearly the outline of the feathers : the secondary 
wing-.quills and the feath^ of the tail are marked 
with reddish zigzag stripeii : the greater quills are 
dear grey-brown: the fact are yellow: the spurs, 
which are two in number, are horn-coloured, and 
' the lower one is very sharp : fthe daws are brown. 
The female differs in wanti^ tht spurs, and being 
smaller: she deposits ber'^jgs, which are from 
twdve to eighteen in numb|^ cardessly upon the 
Btound^ . i.- ISkj 
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Inhabits the extensive cj|Untries of the middle 
regions of Aj&ica> near the rivers in the deep 
forests oi those parts. 


BROWN AFRICAN FRANCOLIN. 

^ (Francolinus spadioeus.) 

Fr. corpore supra suhtus cauddque intense spadiceis^ vertice coU 
toque superiore dilutioribus, temporibus nudis, caudd longd, 
roiundatd. (Femina pedibus muiticis ?) 

Francolin with the body above and beneath^ and the tail, deep 
chesnut; the top of the head and the upper part of the neck 
palest ; ftie temples naked ; the tail long and rounded. {Fe^ 
male with the legs smooth ?) 

Ferdix spadicea. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 644 . 4 . — Temm. Gall. Ind. 

719. 

Tetrao spadiceus. Gmel, Syst. Nat. K 75g. 29 . 

La Perdrix rouge de Madagascar. Sonner, Foy. Ind, 2»p. l6g. 
Francolin spadice. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p, 315. 

Brown African Partridge. Lath. Gen, Syn, 4 . J 59 . 4 . 

The male of this species is only known, and was 
^scovered by Sonnerat in his voyage to India, in 
the island of Madagascar : the space round the 
eyes is naked, and of a reddish yellow colour : the 
top of the head and iiie throat are of a brown- 
bister : the rest of the plumage of the upper and 
under parts of the n^y of a red-brown, slightly 
edged with olive-^p^ : the great and middle fea- 
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then of the wings ar^^f a brown>bister : the tail* 
feathers are the same, varied with narrow zigzag 
stripes of a dusky htN|:; the feet are fiery rad, armed 
with two very slender and sharp spurs, which, as 
well as the claws, are brown. 


SENEGAL FRANCOLIN. 

(Francolinus Senc^ensis.) 

Fr. corpare rufo Jusco albido^ vario, vertice rufOf superciliis 
nigriss gidd albd. 

Francolin with the body varied with rufous, brown, #nd white ; 
the top of the head rufous; the eyebrows black; the throat 
white. 

Pe^ix Senegalensis. Briss.Orn. 1. 231. S.Jbl. 24.^ 1. 
Perdix bicalcarata. Lath* Ini. Om. 2. 643. 2. 

Perdix Adansonii. Temfl/i Gall* Ini. J\f. 

Tetrao bicalcaratus. lAnn. SyH. Nat. 1. 277* Crme/. Syst. 

Nat. 1. 759. 15. 

Le Bis-eigot. Buf. Ois. 2. 433.— PI. Bnl. 137* 

Francolin Adanson. Temm. Pig. et OaU. 3. 305. 

Senegal Partridge. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 737* 2. 

Rather lar|^r than the Re44egged Partridge : 
length thirteen inches: beak hom^coloured: the 
top of the head tawny : a blaek line extends firom 
the nostiili a short dista^ behind the eyes, 
ovi^ wh^lit^ passes : above ibu is a rufous white 
band, :^|||i|one of black abovi^^ich passes to the 
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occiput: tiie sides of the head are white, with 
streaks of black : the neck rufous, varied with 
brown and dirty white : the upper parts of 
the body and wings varied with bro\^n, rufous, 
and sullied white : quills brown, with paler spots : 
the under pai;ts of the body similar to the upper, 
but less rufous : tail banded with rufous and brown : 
I legs brown, naked, and furnished with two spurs, 
both of which are blunt. Female without the 
spurs. 

This inhabits the interior of Africa, and Senegal, 
on the umbrageous borders of the Niger : nothing 
is known of its manners : its flesh is said not to be 
very fine, but poor and meagre. 


CEYLON FRANCOLIN. 

(Francolinus Ceylomfensis.) 

Fb. corpore supra nigricanley 9ubtu$ mgricanU^fmcot pennis 
medio aUnSy cervice tectricibusque alarum maculis Mis sagii* 
tatis variisy caudA elongatd rotundatd nigrA, ared oculorum 
' nudd rubrd. (Femina ahsqua guttis albis et cakaribus.) 
Fmncolin with the body above dusky^ beneath dusky brown ; 
the feathers white in tlM middle $ the top of the neck and 
wing^yerts varied with arrow«shaped white spots ; the tall 
dongM^ roundedj Uadc ; region of the eyes naked and 
red. (Female wiAout the white siK>ts or spurs*) 

Perdix Ceylonensis. Xoli* Indm Om, 2« 644. Z,—Temm» GaU» 

Jitd. 71 d. 

Perdix bioalcarotus. IShi* Ind, 26» 14,yi ly 2; 
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Tetrao Zeylonensis. Gtnel. Syst. Nat. 1. ysg. 38. 

Francolin Habankukalla. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p. 311. 

Ceylon Partridge. Lath. Gen, Syn. 4. JUS. 3. male. 

Chitygong Partridge. Lath. Syn. Sup. p, 222. female. 

The male Ceylon Francolin measures about 
thirteen inches in length : the head and top of the 
neck have small black feathers with white shafts : 
the throat is white : the cheeks arc naked, and* 
fine red : the prevailing colour of the plumage on 
the upper parts is ferruginous : the top of the back 
and the wings with black spots, varied with white j 
those on the wing-coverts aiTow-shaped : the quills 
are deep brown : the secondary feathers are fer- 
ruginous, sprinkled with black spots : the feathers 
of the under parts are black, with the middle 
white ; those of the sides the same, with a longi- 
tudinal stripe of white : the abdomen and the tail- 
feathers black : the feet and the beak are red ; the 
tarsi are armed with two strong spurs, the upper 
of w’hich is longest ; they are brown-red : the 
claws arc bi’own. The female is not so large as 
the male : the naked space round the eyes is 
smaller : the tarsi are destitute of spurs : the head 
is varied with black and grey : the feathers of the 
back and wings are ferruginous, without the white 
spots, but varied with a spot of black in the middle 
of each : the under parts of the body are rust- 
colour, with all the feathers edged witl^ bright 
red : the quills and the tail-feathers are brown. 

This bird inhabits the isle of Ceylon, and the 
province of Chittygong in the East Indies, where 
it does not appear to be very scarce, although but 
few specimens have arrived in Europe. 
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b. Gula. ORBITISQUE nudis ; TARSUS tuherculo et calcare armatus, 
b. Throat and oi hits naked : tarsus, armed with a tubercle and 
a spur. 


CAPE FIIANCOLIN. 

(Francolinus Capensis.) 

Fr. corpora supra cinereo-nigricante, subtus spadice, ^naculis Ion- 
giludinalihus alhisy gula uuda rubra, pcctore strigis albis, pc^ 
dibus ruBris. (Feminii pedihus muiicis») 

Francoliu with the body above dusky-grey, beneath chesnut, 
with longitudinal white si)ots j the throat naked and red ; the 
breast with white stria; ; the feet red. {Female with the legs 
smooth.) 

Perdix Capensis. Lath, hid, Orn, 2. 643. 1. 

Perdix nudicollis. Lath. Jnd, Orn, 2. 644. 5. ^ Tcmm, Gall, 
Ind. p, 720. • 

Tetrao Capensis. GmeL S^st,Nat, 1. 759. 3/. 

Tetrao nudicollis. Gmel, Si/st, Nat, 1. 7^9* 40. 1 
Le Gorge nue. Buff, Ois, 2. 444. 

Francolin ^ gorge nue. Temm, Pig, et Gall. 3. 317* 

Bare-necked Partridge. Lath, Gen, St/n, 4. 759. 5. ? 

Cape Partridge, Lath, Gen, Stfn, 4, 756. 1. 

• 

The male Cape Francolin is fifteen inches and 
a half in length ; the feathers of the upper part of 
the head are grey-brown, with a black spot in their 
centre ; those of the hinder parts and sides of the 
neck are brown, with two small white longitudinal 
stripes on their sides : the top of the back and the 
wing-coverts are deep brown, with a longitudinal 
brown spot in the centre of each feather: the lower 
part of the back and the rump are grey-brown. 



334 


CAPE FRANCOLm. 


with a narrow stripe of deep brown following the 
direction of the shaft: the breast, the belly, and 
the feathers of the sides, arc chesnut-brown ; each 
feather with a black longitudinal stripe following 
the shaft, and one of white, slightly edged with 
black on either side in the same position: the quills 
and the tail-feathers are grey-brown : the beak, the 
sides of the head, the upper naked part of the 
neck, and the feet, are fine red : the tarsi are some- 
what double spurred, possessing a sharp ordinary 
spur, and a hard callous tubercle, about an inch 
above : these and the claws are brown. 

The female is smaller, wants the spurs, and the 
space on the throat, which is naked in the male, 
is slightly sprinkled with small white feathers : the 
naked space surrounding the eyes is very small : 
the plumage resembles that of the male, except in 
the following particulars : the feathers of the breast 
and the sides are not tinged with chesnut-brown, 
neither do they possess the three longitudinal black 
bands or the two white ones, as in the male : the 
whole of the upper parts of the body are deeper 
brown, and the black spots ai# more dusky and 
extended. The young have the whole of the upper 
parts of a deep grey-brown, with the back, the 
wings, and tail, sprinkled with black spots ; which 
are largest in the middle of the feathers : the fea- 
thers of the breast, the sides, the belly, and the 
abdomen, are transversely striped with brown, 
yellow-ochre, and white. 

This bird inhabits the southern parts of Africa ; 
by the colonists of the Cape of Good Hope it is 
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called a Pheasant : it lives in woods, and at the 
rising and setting of the sun utters its cry : its food 
consists of the roots of bulbous plants, insects, and 
their larvae: the female deposits her eggs in a rough 
nest, amongst bushes : the young remain with the 
parents till the breeding season. 


RED-NECKED FRANCOLIN. 


(Francolinus rubricollis.) 

Fr. corpore Jusco-maculato, crisso albo, orbilis gul&que nudis ru- 
bris, strigd supra et infra oculos albd ; pedes rubris. 

Francolin with the body spotted with fuscous ; the vent white ; 
the orbits and throat naked and red ; above and beneath the 
eyes a white stripe •, feet red. 

Peidix rubricollis. Lath, Jnd. Om. 2. 648. 13. — Gmel. Spst. 
Nat. 1. 738. 34. 

La Perdrix rouge d’Afrique. Ois. 2. 444. — Buff. PI, Enl. 

180. 

Red-necked Partridge. Lath, Gen. Syn. 4. JJl. 13. 

Latham thus describes this bird. “ Size of a 
male Partridge: length thirteen inches:. beak short, 
red: round the eye a bare space, pointed before 
and behind : chin and throat bare and red : the 
general colour of the plumage brown, spotted above 
with darker brown : over the eye a white streak j 
beneath another, which bounds the upper part of 
the bare space on the throat, curving downwards ^ 
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both streaks arising from the base of the beak: 
sides of the neck, and under parts of the body, 
white, dashed with brown ; the brown marks largest 
as they are farthest from the upper parts : the mid- 
dle of the breast and belly brown for the most part ; 
vent and thighs white : tail short, scarcely more 
than an inch long, and spread : legs red, furnished 
with a curved spur as long as the hind claw. In- 
habits Africa.” 

Temminck considers this to belong to his Fran- 
colin k gorge nue, but the great difference in size 
bespeaks it another species : this bird being full 
three inches less, and differing considerably in its 
markings from the young of the former species, 
which is the nearest in size ; and is transversely 
barred beneath, whereas this is longitudinally 
striped : it differs also in other respects. 


cranch’s francoun. 

(FranQolinus Cranchii.) 

Fh. corpore supra cinerascente-brunneo subtus albido, tnaculis 
atro-Juscis variegalo } tnaculis ventralibus eUmgatisJerrugitieu 
guld nudd. 

Francolin with the body beneath grey-brown, beneath whitish, 
varied with dark brown spots, those of the bdly elongated and 
inclining to ferruginous ; the throat naked. 

Perdix Cranchii. Leach. App. IV. in Congo. Karr, p, 408. 
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The only specimen known of this species was 
discovered by that industrious naturalist Cranch, 
during the unfortunate expedition fitted out to 
explore the source of the Zaire. The place of its 
capture is unknown, but no doubt it is a native of 
Congo and the adjacent parts. 


V. XI. P. II. 


23 
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PERDIX. PARTRIDGE. 
Generic Character. 


i7a^i^r2«97ibreve,basi glabrum; 
maxilla superiore incur- 
vato-fornicata. 

Nares basales, marginc pro- 
minulse. 

Orlntas nudas papillosae. 

Cauda brevis, deflexa. 

Pedes tetradactyli, nudi, aut 
calcarad, aut mutici. 

Ake breves. 


Beak short, smooth at the 
base ; the upper mandible 
arched and bent down. 

Nostrils basal, with the mar- 
gin prominent. 

Orbits naked, warted. 

Tail short, bent down. 

Feet four-toed, naked, with 
spurs or smooth. 

^Vings short. 


Perdix. Ray, Briss. Lath, Cuv, Tern. Leach, Vieil, Niiss, 
Tetrao. Unn. Gmel. 


X HE birds of this genus live entirely upon the 
ground in open fields, never frequenting the woods 
or perching upon trees : they live upon seeds and 
insects, and the females deposit their eggs in a 
rude nest formed of grass and other herbs : the 
young remain with the parents till the breeding 
season, when they divide, and provide for their 
future progeny : they are monogamous. Their beak 
is shorter and weaker than in the preceding genus : 
the tarsi of the males are but slightly spurred, and 
in some of the species have only a simple tubercle: 
the females have their tarsi smooth : their tail is 
short, aitd has a tendency to descend. 
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COMMON PARTRIDGE. 

(Perdix ciuerea.) 

Pe. corpore supra cinerea^ rufo nigroque vario^ suhtus atbicante^ 
Jlavido^ pectore carulescentc^ lincis nigris et maculis rufis varie* 
gatisy rectricibus octodecimo septem extimi uirinquco apice ci* 
nereis. (Mas. maculis duabus castaneis imo peciorh.') 
Partridge with the body above grcfy, varied with red and blacky 
beneath ^yellowish white ; the breast cserulescent, variegated 
with black lines and rufous spots \ the taiUfeathers eighteen^ 
the seven outer ones on each side tipped with cinereous. {Male 
with two chesnut spots on the lower part of the breast.) 
Perdix cincrea. Raii. 5j. a . 2 . — Briss. Orn. 1 . 219 * 1 ***^ 
Lath. Ind. Orn, 2 . 645. 9 . — Temm, Gall. Ind.p. 72 S»^Nilss. 
Orn, Suec. 1.314. 

Tetrao Perdix. Linn, Spst, Nat. 1. 2J^6. 13. — Linn. Faun. Suec* 
No. 205,—GmeL Syst, Nat, 1. 757 . 13. 

Perdrix grise. BuJ^. Ois. 2. 401. — Bi{f. PI, Enl, 2*). female.— 
Temm. Pig, et Gall. 3 . 373.— Tewim. Man. d'Orni. p, 309 . 
Common Partridge. Penn, Brit. Zool. 1 . Q6,—Penn, Arct. ZooL 

2 . 319 . — Alb, Birds. 1 . pi, 27 . — Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 7 ^ 2 . 8 . — 
Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 279 . 5. — Lewin. Brit, Birds. 4, pi. 135. — 
Wale. Syn. 2 . pi. 184. — Pull. Cat. Dors. p. 7 .— Brit. 
Birds. 1. 303. — Mont. Orn. Diet. 2, — Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup.— 
Bing. Anim. Biog. 2 . 26 O. 

Var. j3. corpore supra pectoreque castaneis cinereo-albo Jusco un^ 
dulato. 

With the body above^ and breast, chesnut-grey^white, undulated 
with brown. 

Perdix cinerea 0. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 646 , — Temm. Gall. Ind. 
730 . (u.) 

Perdix cinereo-alba. Briss. Orn. 1 . 223. a. 

Perdrix grise-blanche. Buffi Ois, 2. 413. — Temm. Pig. et GalL 

3. 399 . 

Common Partridge, (a.) Lath. Gen. Syn, 4. 763« 
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Vat. y. eorpore Mo aldo, out variegato. 

DVlth the body oitirdy white, or variegated. 

Peidiz dnerea y. Ltth. biifOm* 3. 646.— Temm. GaU, Ind, 

781. (c.) 

Perdriz bluche. Temm, Pig. et Gall. 3. 400. 

This well known and elegant bird is generally 
about thirteen inches in length : beneath and be- 
hind the eyes is a naked pale red space, which is 
most conspicuous in old birds : the forehead, the 
sides of the head, and the throat, are rufous ; the 
upper part of the^ head is reddish-brown, with 
lopgitudinal yellomsh lines : the upper part of 
the neck is transversely varied with dusky-grey, 
and a tinge of red : the back, the rump, and the 
upper tail-coverts, are the same, each feather 
having a narrow transverse red band towards its 
tip : the wing-coverts and the scapulars are of a 
deeper hue than the back, and are varied with 
huge reddish spots ; each feather having a reddish 
white stripe down the : the under part of the 
neck and the hreast ari^bluish grey, marked with 
transverse black lines, and sprinkled with small 
reddish spots: the lower part of the breast is 
adorned with a rich gorgef^f deep chesnut, similar 
in form to a horseshoe ; the feathers of the sides 
are grey, varied with black waved lines, and to- 
wards theil' tip have a large spot of red : the mid- 
dle of tile belly is whitbh: the quills are brown, 
with reddish yellow zigzag stripes : the tail con- 
iUM of ^hteen featiiei^^ ^e lateral ones are ru- 
fous, ti^ed with grey $ and those of the middle 
shntihf to the back : the be^is generally greenish: 
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the irides brown: the legs greyish flesh-colour, 
armed with a blunt tubercle. 

The female is less brilliant in colour : the wing- 
coverts and scapulars are spotted with brown* in- 
stead of rufous : the spot on the breast, which in 
the male resembles a horseshoe, in this is composed 
of a series of distinct spots : in other respects she 
resembles the male. The young when first hatched 
have the feet yellow, getting darker by age: b^ore 
the first moult the whole of the plumage has a 
tendency to grey-brown, thf feathers gradually 
assuming the proper hues thait decorate the. adult. 

The Partri^e varies greatly, several varieties 
being recorded by Latham, Temminck, and others: 
the first worth noticing is much variegated, mid 
exceedingly beautiful: the crown and nape are 
brown, marked with rufous spots ; between the 
eyes, the chin, and throat, are of this latter colour: 
the fore-part of the neck and breast cinereous, 
minutely speckled with black: on the breast a 
horseshoe mark of a rich chesnut : belly and vent 
yellowish white : the upper parts similar to the 
first described, but more elegantly vari^rated. 
Another has the head and half of the neck brown- 
ish ash-colour, marked with darker streaks : round 
the neck a white collar: the under parts also white. 
A third is wholly of a pale cream colour. 

The bird called the Damascus Partridge, which 
is said to be common at mrtain seasons in some, 
parts of France, differs ji^t slightly firom the {hesent 
spbcies, of which it may only prove a variety. 

. Partri%e8 are f<|lpd tlnoughout nead^. the 
whole of Europe, but in most abundance in the 
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ceiitral parts in respect to latitude; Germany, 
England, Holland, and tlie north of France, are 
the most congenial 8]^ts ; the south of France and 
Italy producing But few ; and Turkey, the islands 
of the Grecian Archipelago, Norway, and Lapland, 
being utterly destitute of the species : they are 
very much affected by heat or cold, both being 
alike unfavourable to their increase ; the severe 
winter of 1814 nearly extirpated the race in one 
of the provinces Sweden. They pair about the 

third week in February; and sometimes, after 
pairing, if the weather be very severe, they collect 
, together and form again into coveys. The female 
lays her eggs, usually from fifteen to eighteen in 
number, in a rude nest of dry leases and grass, 
formed upon the ground ; these are of a greenish 
grey colour. The period of incubation is three 
weeks, and so closely do the females sit on their 
when near hatching, that a Partridge, as re- 
lated to Montagu by a gentleman of veracity, has 
been taken with her eggs, and earned in a hat to 
aenne distance ; and that she continued to sit in 
cenifiBement, and brought out her young: near the 
middle of July the young Ire mostly excluded, 
and in about three weeks are enabled to fly : ^e 
young brood run about as sOon as they are hatchedi 
both parents^ are equally anxious fl>r their pre- 
amwstion, ariffl ej^ them hnmediatd^y to ant-lulls, 
dn^e pupae of^pch insOOts^l^^^ principaity^ feed 
at Irst. Tim young flodb^ lbfi^d^r in tuoeds, 
called Ooveys, tffl the retuxid|ll|f springs whentlfey 
Os{iaiate and pair, as abovei(|phtioned : their prin- 
0^^ food OOttsists iff seedi^'^foseetSy tad beMfieft 
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It is a common thing to place the eggs beneath the' 
domestic hen, who hatches and rears them an her 
own : in this case the young birds require to be 
fed with the larvse of ants, and well supplied with 
fresh water : it is also recommended to give them 
a mixture of woodlice &nd earwigs ; and occasion^ 
ally fresh curds, mixed with lettuce, chickweed, 
or groundsel. 

The affection of Partridges for their offiipring is 
peculiarly interesting. Both the parents lead them 
out to^feed, they point out to them the prqper 
places for their food, apd assist them in finding it 
by scratching the ground with their feet ; they fre- 
quently sit close by each other, covering the young 
ones with their wings, like the hen ; and from this 
situation they are not easily flushed ; if, however, 
they are disturbed, most persons acquainted with 
rural afiairs know the confusion that follows. The 
male gives the first signal of alarm, by a peculiar 
cry of distress ; throwing himself at the same mo- 
ment more' immediately into the way of danger, in 
order to mislead the enemy, be flies, or rather 
runs along the ground, hanging his wings, and 
exhibiting every symptom of debility. By. this 
stratagem he seldom fails of so far attracting f^e 
attention of die intruder, as to allow the fenuile 
to condimt the helpless, unfledged brood iotosome 
place of security. 

The eggs of these bi^ are firequendy destroyed 
by weasels, foxes, end^ other rapacious aaiqudit 
When thifthas beeiatte case, the female fisequendy 
forms another nest, end lays a&eshi the preditce 
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of such hatchings are always a puny race, seldom 
surviving the rigours of the winter. 

Many instances of the docility of these birds are 
related, and it is stated by Willoughby, that a cer- 
tain Sussex man had, by his industry, made a covey 
of them so tame that he dfove them before him, 
upon a wager, from the country to London, though 
they were quite free, and had their wings grown. 
Dr. Leach has lately communicated to me another 
instance of their docility : General Buckley of 
Cobham has a brood that were hatched beneath a 
hen, and are so tame as regularly to come and be 
fed, which they do even at this present time, Oc- 
tober 1818. 


MOUNTAIN PARTRIDGE. 

(Perdix montana.) 

Ps. dilute castanea, capite coUoque supremo fulvis, rectricibus 
eeptem extimis paUide castanets. 

Pale chesnut Partridge, with the head and upper part of the 
neck fdlvous; the seven outer tail-feathers pale chesnut. 
Perdix montana. Lath. Ind. Om, 2. 646. 11. — Briss. Orn. 1. 
222. 2. pi. 21. j: 2. 

Perdix cinerea var. a. Temm. Gall. Ind. p. 730. 

Tetrao montanus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 738. 33. 

La Perdrix de Montagne. Buff. Ois. 2. p. 4l9.^Buff. PL Enl. 
136. 
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Variety de la Perdrix grise. Tetnm, Pig. et Gall. 3. ZQ^.—Temm. 

Man. (tOrni, p. 3O9. 

Mountain Partridge. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 763. 10. 

This bird is ten inches and three quarters in 
length : the beak is grey : the head, throat, and 
hind part of the neck, arc reddish buff : the upper 
part of the body and wings are chesnut, the edges 
of the feathers brownish, and the back and sca- 
pulars are varied with grey : the fore-part of the 
neck, the breast, the upper part of the belly, the 
sides, And the under tail-coverts, are pale chesnut : 
the lower belly, the vent, and the thighs, are pale 
buff ; the tail consists of twenty feathers, the six 
middle of which are chesnut-brown, with grey 
tips ; the outer seven on each side pale chesnut : 
legs greyish brown. 

Much diversity of opinion prevails respecting 
this species. Brisson describes it as distinct ; but 
Temminck asserts that it is only a variety of the 
common Partridge. I am inclined to Brisson*s 
opinion from the circumstance of its inhabiting 
mountainous situations, and from never having 
seen a specimen captured in this country (where 
the common Partridge is extremely abundant) that 
would agree with the above description : it dis- 
agrees with the last-mentioned bird in many re- 
spects, especially in its small size, and in having 
twenty feathers in the tail. Said to frequent the 
mountainous parts on the continent. 
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(Perdix Greeca.) 

• 

Ps. corpore supra pectoreque griseo^cinerascentibus, subtus dilute 
rufo, coUo superiore guttufeque albis, Jascid nigrd cinctis^ hy- 
pochondriis duplici vittd nigrd notatis^ rectricibus quatworde- 
dm; extimis bast cit^reis, apice rufis. 

Partridge with the body above and breast greyish-ash ; beneath 
diluted red ; the neck and upper part of the throat whitd^ 
bounded by a black &scia ; the hypochondria marked with a 
double black vltta y the tail-feathers fourteen in number, the 
outer ones grey at their base, and red at their tips. 

Perdix Grseca. Raiu Syn, 5f* 5»^^Briss, Om. 1, 241. 12* pL 25, 

y* !• 

Perdix rufa. a. Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 647* 12. 

Perdix saxatilis. Temm, GaU, Ind.p, J25, 

Perdrix Bartarelle. Buff, Ois, 2. p, 420. — Buff, PI, Enl, 231.—- 
Temm, Pig. et Gall, S,p, 840u — Temm, Man, tTOmi, 305. 
Greek, or Red Partridge. Lath, Gen, Sytf, 4. 767* 12. — Alb, 
Birds, l.p, 27« 

This fine species is much larger than the com- 
mon Partridge, measuring thirteen inches in length: 
the beak, eyelids, and irides, red : the upper part 
of the head, the neck, the brei^t, and all the upper 
parts of the body, are ash-coloured ; the back and 
breast tinged,;iMrith rufous : the cheeks, throat, and 
fore-part of die neck, are white, surrounded by a 
collar of black, commenmbg at the nostrils, and 
passing through the eyes : V&om the belly to the 
vent yellowish, the sides beautifully variegated 
with orange and black creit^ts: the quills are 
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brown; some of the exterior ones spotted with 
rufous on the edge, near the tip ; the lesser ones 
varied with grey : the tail consists of fourteen grey 
feathers ; the five lateral ones half rufous at their 
tips : the legs are red ; the tarsi furnished with a 
blunt knob. The female is less than the male ; the 
plumage is less brilliant in colour : the black band 
surrounding the white on the throat narrower, and 
the black lunules on the sides of the body very 
slender. It occasionally varies slightly in being 
rather mottled with white, with the usual colours 
paler. . 

It is found in profusion throughout Turkey, the 
Grecian Archipelago, Sicily, Naples, Italy, and 
France ; likewise on the Alps of Switzerland and 
Germany: it frequents the rocky and mountainous 
parts, descending in May to breed : its eggs are 
much esteemed ; they are white, sprinkled with 
numerous red spots, and are sixteen or eighteen 
in number. 


GUERNSEY PABTRIDGE. 

(Perdix rufo.) 

Ps. eorpore mpra griseo^fiiteo, suihu'r^, peetore dnerut 
gattwe cdlogw ttguriore nfUt, fatdA mgrik dbo jnmdat$ 
dadit, hypoehondriit dUAi f^df dmplid ndatu, nctridJmt 
tededm, extimit rtf/u. 

Partridge with die body abora grey-brown ; the breast grey» 
bmadi raftna; wUh tbsthroat and npper part of tbs nsdt 
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white, bounded by a black fascia, spotted with white ; the 
hypochondria marked with a simple black vitta; the taiUfea- 
thers sixteen, the outer ones rufous. 

Perdix rufa. Raii. Syn. p. 37. a. 5. — Will. Orn.p. 167. — Laih. 
Ind. Orn. 2. 647* 12. /3. 

Perdix rubra. Brus. Orn. 1. 236. 10. — Temm. Gall. Ind.p. 726. 
Tetrao rufus. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 276. 12. — Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 756. 12. 

Perdrix rouge. Buff. Ois. 2. 431. 15. — Buff. PI. Enl. 150. — 

Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3.p. 361. — Temm. Man. d'Orni.p. 300. 
Guernsey Partridge. Albin. Birds, l.pl. 29. — Will. Ang. 167. 
pi. 29. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 768. — Lath. Syn. Sup. 1. 220.— 
Mont. Orn. Diet. 2. — Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. — Letoin. Brit. 
Birds. 3. pi. 137. — Pull. Cat. Dors. p. 7. 

Var. /3. corpore toto albido. 

With the whole body whitish. 

Perdix rubra, (a.) Temm. Gall. Ind. p. 726. 

La Perdrix rouge blanche. Briss. Orn. 1. p. 236.— Temm, Pig. 
et Gall. 3. p. 366. 

Rather smaller than the Greek Partridge : 
length thirteen inches: the forehead is grey- 
brown : the hind head rufous-brown : the chin 
and throat white, surrounded with black, as in 
the preceding: eyebrows white: the feathers of 
the hind head with two oblique black spots on 
each : hind part of the neck rufous-brown : the 
back, the wings, and the rump, grey-brown : quills 
the same, with their exterior margins yellowish : 
the fore-part and sides of the neck grey, each fea- 
ther with two black spots : the breast pale ash : the 
belly, the sides, the thighs, and the vent, rufous ; 
the sides marked with lunulated stripes of white, 
black, and orange: the tail composed of sixteen 
feathers ; the four middle of which are cinereous- 
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brown ; the next on each side the same, but ru- 
fous on their outer webs ; the rest are rufous on 
both sides : the beak, irides, orbits, and legs, red, 
the latter in the male with a small tubercle. It 
varies in having the whole plumage whitish ; and 
also with parts white, and the rest of the body as 
usual. 

This species is found in France and Italy, but 
not in Switzerland, Germany, or to the north of 
France. A few instances have occurred of its 
having been captured at large in certain parts of 
this country, but such birds have most undoubt- 
edly escaped from the aviaries of gentlemen who 
keep them for their amusement. Many attempts 
have been made to introduce the breed into Eng- 
land, but after a few years all traces are lost : se- 
veral thousand eggs were imported into Suffolk 
by the Marquis of Hertford, which were hatched 
under hens, and liberated ; but it does not appear 
to have been followed by the introduction of the 
species, of which only a few coveys were afterwards 
found. In a state of confinement it increases, but 
not with as great facility as many other gallina- 
ceous birds: the female lays from fifteen to eighteen 
yellowish eggs, spotted with red and brown : the 
nest is placed in brambles; the bird resides in the 
open fields. 

The Kakerlik and Caspian Partridges of La- 
tham appear to be referrible to one of the red- 
legged species, but from the concise description 
given, it is impossible to ascertain to which. 
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{ Perdix petrosa.) 

Pe. corpore supra fuscescente cinereoy suhtus dilute fusco^ veriice 
torqueque castanets ; h&c maculis albis variis^ superciliis cine* 
reiSj hypochondriis vittd nigrA duplici notatis, tectricibus 
alarum maculis c<Eruleis^ tectricibus sedecem, extimis basi 
cinereis^ apice aurantiis. 

Partridge with the body above brown-grey, beneath pale fus- 
cous ; the crown and collar chesnut, the latter varied with 
white spots ; the eyebrows grey ; the hypochondria marked 
with a double black vitta 5 the wing-coverts with blue spots 3 
the tail-feathers sixteen, the outer ones grey at their base, 
with orange tips. 

Perdix petrosa. Temm, Gall, Ind, p, — hath^ Ind, Orn. 2. 

648. 14. 1 

Perdrix rufa. y. Lath, Ind. Orn, 2. 647. 12. 

Perdix rubra Barbarica. Briss, Orn, 1 , 239 . 11. 

Tetrao petrosus. Gmel. Syst. Nat, l. 7^3. 35. ? 

Le Perdrix rouge de Barbaric. Buff. Ois. 2. 445. 

Le Perdrix de la roche, ou le Gambra. Buff, Ois, 2. 446. 
Perdrix Gambra. Temm. Pig, et Gall, 3- 36B,—Temm, Man, 
d^Omi, p. 308. 

Rufous-breasted Partridge. Lath. Gen, Syn, 4. 771* 14. 
Barbary Partridge. Edxv.pl, 70. — Lath, Gen, Syn. 4. 770. 

Less than the Gteek Partridge: length about 
thirteen inches : irides hazel : beak, eyelids, and 
round the- eyes, scarlet: top of the head bright 
chesnut, passing down to the back : eyebrows 
grey-ash : space between the beak and eye, and 
sides of the head and throat, the same: behind 
the ears a dusky brown spot ; from this depends a 
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broad chesnut-brown collar, which on the fore-part 
of the neck is spotted with white : the top of the 
head is of a deep grey : lower down a rich patch 
of rose-colour : the upper parts of the body are of 
an olive-grey: on the scapulars are nine or ten 
spots of deep rich blue, and the feathers are fringed 
with orange : the sides of the body are covered 
with beautiful feathers, variegated with orange 
and black : the belly, the thighs, and the vent, are 
pale brown : the four middle tail-feathers are grey, 
and the lateral ones red ; the legs are red ; in the 
male armed with a blunt spur: the claws are 
brown. Female less brilliant in colour, smaller, 
and the collar of the neck narrower. It varies as 
in the two preceding species. 

This elegant species inhabits therocky mountains 
of Spain, the isles of Majorca, Minorca, Sar- 
dinia, Corsica, Malta, Sicily, and Calabria : on the 
northern shores of the Mediterranean and in France 
it' is rare, but on the southern, and the coast of 
Barbary, it is extremely numerous : it also occurs 
in Teneriffe, and as far as the river Niger in 
Senegal : it feeds upon seeds and insects, but its 
manners are unknown. 


GINGI PARTRIDGE. 

(Perdix Gingica.) 

Pe, cSrpore supra griseo-^ulvA, sultus albo^ laterihus cinereis 
macuUs castaneis variegatiSf vertice castaneoy superciliis albisi 



352 


GINGI PARTRIDGE. 


JitsctA pectorali alii et castaned. (Femina corpora supra Jits- 
cescente, subtus rufescente-albo, nigro-maculato ; pectore cinereo, 
nigro-siriato.) 

Partridge with the body above grey-brown, beneath white ; the 
sides cinereous, variegated with chesnut spots; the crown 
chesnut; the eyebrows white; breast with a white and 
chesnut fascia. (Female with the body above brownish, be- 
neath reddish white, spotted with black ; the breast cinereous, 
striated with black.) 

Perdix gingica. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 648. 17.—Temm. GaU. Ind. 
p. 733. 

Tetrao gingicus. Gmel. Spst. Nat. l. 7|S0. 41. 

La Perdrix de Gingi. Sonner. Fop. Ind. 2. 167 . 

Perdrix k double hausse-col. Temm, Pig. et Gall. 3. p. 410. 

Gingi Partridge. Lath. Gen. Spn. 4. p. 773. 16 . 


This, which is the smallest of the genus, was 
discovered by Sonnerat, who, as is usual with him, 
has not given any account of its manners, of which 
we are still ignorant : the beak of the male is 
black : the irid'es yellow : top of the head deep 
brown : from the beak, passing over the eye to 
the occiput, is a white stripe, each feather having 
a black line upon it : the throat, neck, and cheeks, 
are pale rufous, each feather of the two latter 
with a longitudinal black streak : back dirty rufous 
grey: lesser wing-coverts chesnut, fringed with 
dull red-grey, with a spot of the same near the 
tip; the middle ones chesnut, edged with dirty 
yellow ; each with a round black spot at their tip : 
greater quills dusky brown ; secondaries similar to 
the middle coverts : on the breast are two spots, 
one of black and one of chesnut, separated from 
each other by a white patch : belly white, with two 
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longitudinal pale chesnut bands on each feather : 
rump and tail dirty grey, each feather with a 
small rounded black spot: legs reddish yellow. 
The female is less : the top and hind part of the 
head are dirty grey : throat and fore-part of the 
neck deep brown : on the top of the breast is a 
large grey spot, the feathers of which it is com- 
posed being undulated with black lines : sides of 
the breast spotted with black : the wing-coverts 
are dirty grey for three-fourths of their length, 
crossed by undulated black lines, with a deep 
chesnut spot at the end of each, and one of white 
on each web above it : the secondary quills dirty 
grey, edged with rufous yellow, and a round spot 
of the same near the tip of the inner web : the 
sides of the belly chesnut: the belly itself pale 
rufous: the rump and tail-feathers rufous grey, 
undulated with black lines: the feet arc dirty 
grey : the beak is black, and the irides are yellow. 

Inhabits the neighbourhood of Gingi, on the 
coast of Coromandel. 


EYED PARTRIDGE. 

(Perdix oculea.) 

Pe. capite coUo pcctore ventreque ladle rufis, dorso supente Irons 
versim albo~nigroqitc striato, uroppgio alro maculis triangti 
laribus castaneis, alarum teclricibus cincreo^iJivacets nigro mo 
culath. 


V. XI. P. II. 
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Partri4ge with the head, neck, breast, and belly, deep rufous } 
the bade above transversdy striated with white and black ; 
the rump dusky, with triangular chesnut spots ; the wing* 
coverts olive>giey, spotted with black. 

Feidix oculea. Tenon. GaU, Ind. p. 732. 

Perdrix ocul^e. Temm, Pig. et GaU. 3. p» 408. 

' '♦ 

Eleven inches in length : the head, the neck, 
the breast, and the belly, are clothed with fine 
chesnut-red feaj^ers : the sides of the breast and 
of the body with transverse black stripes: the 
feathers of the thig^ are deep chesnut-red, tipped 
with a round blat^ spot: the upper part of the 
back is striped transversely with white, on a black 
ground : the middle of the back to the upper tail- 
coverts is deep velvety black, each feather adorned 
with a lanceolate ^t of a bright chesnut hue : 
the feathers of the tail are dusky bro}vn, edged 
with paler brovrn: the wing-coverts are deep 
olive-grey, each feather with a black spot, more 
or less rounded in shape : the quills and the se- 
condaries are deep brown, the latter edged with 
chesnut: the abdomen is white: the beak and 
the feet are brown. 

Inhabits India. 
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(Perdix JavttniiniB.) 

Pb. corpore tt^ra striu cinereis gutture coUoque late^ 

ribus rufit nigroque variegatis, pectore einereo, ventre hppo- 
ckondriitque caetaneis, criseo rtiiro^fiucid cinered, aUt rufie 
nigro maeultttis. 

Partridge with the body above with grey and dusky strite f with 
the throat and sides of the neck vari^ted with rufous and 
black : the breast grey ; the belly and hypochondria chesnnt f 
the vent red, with a' gr^ foscia j wings rufous, spotted with 
black. 

Perdix Javanica. Latd. Ind. Orn. 2. dSl. VJ^—Temm. GaU. 
Ind.p. 732. 

Tetrao Javanicus. Gmd. Syst. Nat. 1. J6\. 45. 

Peidrix Ayam>han. Team. Pig. et Gall. 3. 404. 

Javan Partridge. Broom. Ill, Zoet. p. 40. pf. ij.—Lath, Gen, 
Syn. 4. 775. 18. 

This beautiful species is ten inches in length : 
the space round the eyes is of a crimson*red, 
slightlyscattered withfeathers: the throatis slightly 
clothed with feathei$» and the naked red skin 
appears through the interstices: the top of the 
head is of a chesnut^red :• the feathers of the throat, 
the fore-part of the neck, and the nape, are red, 
sprinkled with very smaU black spots : above the 
eyes a black band, tptd. another on each side of 
the neck : the previu||^ Jiue of the upper parte of 
the body lead-colouR’, striated with broad bteck 
bands: the lesser tod greater wing-coverts are 
grey-red j the featbiCitof the latter having a large 
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spot of black at their tips, which is rounded in 
some, and oblong in the others ; the whole are 
tipped with chesimt-lhd : the quills are grey- 
brOwn : the lower part of the neck and the breast 
are lead-colour : the l^y, the feathers of the sides, 
the thighs, the abdomen, and the under tail-feathers, 
are deep redi the beak is black, reddish ait the 
tip ; the irides are gi^ : the feet are bright red : 
the claws are st^jght, and very long : the tail is 
hidden by its upper coverts, and is greyish Une, 
undulated with black. 

Native of the plains and mountains of Java. 


rbo-thaoat$d partridge. 


(Perj^x gularis.) 


Pb. vertice nuchaqtte Jusea^tdnateu, /d»^ tn/ra ntpraqne oculos 
aHAtgutture rufi>; peclon ventfeque ■slrigu hugitudinaUbus 
nioeu, eorpore tuprajiuco, rackis pennarum omtmm a&u, 
tendgum rachis aim. 

Partridge with the crown and l^pe fuscous-olive ; a fasda 
above and beneath the.,c|e8 wUte ; the throat rafous; the 
breast and belly with longitndinal white spots; the body 
beneath browQ; the shafts of all the feathers white, but 
those of the ^ills dusky. > 

Perdix gularis. Temrn. GaU. 

Fa ^y x a gor^ .rouase, 7smm, Chdl.S. p. 401. 

iilATivB of India : it is de»cii|i^ by Temminek : 

,?f ' .. ‘ 
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head and the top of the neck of an olive-brown : 
beneath the eyes a patch of white, and another of 
the same above : the thr(^4s of a fine ferruginous 
red : the feathers of the breast and the belly with 
a broad white stripe followhi^ the direction of the 
lhaft ; this is bordered, andTthe rest of the feather 
is olive-brown : the abdomen is covered with a 
soft down of a reddish white colour : the wings, 
the back, and the rump, are of ii brown hue, with 
the shafts of each feather whitb,%nd the webs on 
each# side have three or four yellowish whke 
transverse bands, edged wi^ a narrow black line : 
the greater quills are red at the base and grey at 
their tips : the middle quills are red on the inner, 
and brown, transversely striped with red, on their 
outer webs ; their shafts aire reddish, and those of 
the greater quills white : the tail is of a deep red, 
the lateral feathers with a narrow reddish white 
band towards their tips ; the two middle feathers 
are similar in colour to the upper parts of the body, 
and transversely barred with bright red : the feet 
are red: the claws are brown, and the beak is 
black. Found in the yicinity of Cidcutta. 
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HACKLED PARTniOGE. 

(Perdix ferroginea.) 

Fb. r^o^fUfeat dorn t«±rieibii^ue alartm UneU longUaditudibus 
JUsijeiuatUm,penmt cciU^ fu^ angustis doi^atit t o.jice 
aeutitfUneAinmedutmugjtnequeflam. 

Red-brown Partridgef^^friih the back and wing-coverta with 
lonptudinal ydloii^h lines ; the itothers on the upper part 
of the neck elongated and narrow, their tips acute, with a 
line in the middle, and- thtir edges yellow. 

Perdix ferruginea. Lath. Ind. Om. 3. 651. TbmiM* GfM. 
Ind. p. 733. 

Tetrao femigineus. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 1. 761 . 44. 

La grand Caille de la Chine. 6b»her. Voy. Ind, 2 . 171 . 

Ferdrix i comail. Tmm,Pigi’et6tdl.3.4l6. 

Hw^ed Pdrtiidge. Lath, Gfn . .%». 4. 7^ P^« 66. 

The Hackled Partridge is figured, and thus 
descril^ed, byXatham^ ** Length twelve inches: 
beak brown ; tip black : crown of the head dusky 
and ferruginous minutely, mixed : on the nape 
and hind part of the neck tbe feathers are> one inch 
and a half long; the middle part of them black- 
brown, rather glossy ; the shafts and margins all 
round of a yellowish buff-colour, and pointed at 
the ends, which, when they are erected by the 
bird, appear fifce those on the neck of the Ruffed 
Heathcock ; these feathers ^ narrower and shorter 
in:|^oportion as they are niarest the head: the 
"tipper parts of the body are ferruginous brown, 
minutely dotted with black. |^e featliers on the 
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^Ing'Coverts and back streaked with pale yelloMrish 
buff: quills plain brown, the edges only being 
dotted with blacky tail brown-blacky the three 
outer feathers plain, the others dotted with black 
<on the outer edge : fore-part and sides of the neck 
ferruginous, a little mottled with paler colour; the 
shafts paler: breast plain red-brown: belly the 
same, but paler: vent dusky: legs brown, two 
inches and afaalf long^ claws paler.*' 

Sonnerat's description varii^lllittle : he observes 
it ha# red irides: the feathers of the back and 
rump are striped with whitiidii« and long enough to 
hide the tail : the wing-feathers and sides of the 
belly have round white spots. This specimen 
came from China; the one commemorated by 
Latham was supposed to come from the Cape of 
Good Hope, but the eastern part of Asia is its 
nativeplace : it appears to be a very scarce specks* 
and of its manners nothing is known. 



COTURNIX- QJUAIL. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum breve, gracile, basi 
nudum, lateratim compres- 
sum, latius quam altum. 

Nares basales, squama for- 
nicali siipcrnc semiclausae. 

Caput plumosum. 

Orhitas pennis tectse. 

Pedes tetradactyli, nudi ; 
tarsi mutici. 

Cauda brevissima, plumis 
uropy^ obtecta. 

Ake breves. i 


Beak short, slender, naked at 
the base,laterallycomprcss- 
ed, broader than high. 

Nostrils basal, half closed by 
an arched scale. 

Head feathered. 

Orbits clothed with feathers. 

Feet four-toed, naked ; tarsi 
smooth. 

Tail very short, covered by 
the feathers of the rump. 

Wi^ngs short. 


CoTURNix. Briss.f Temm. 
PsRDix. Lnlh.g Nils.f Cm. 
Tetrao. Ray.^ Linn., GmeL 


The Quails differ considerably from the Par- 
tridges, with which they were associated, in their 
habits, these being polygamous and migrative, 
whereas the Partridges are monogamous, and do not 
quit their residence : in the Qnails the beak is ex- 
tremely slender in proportion to that of the other 
gallinaceous birds : they have a very short tail, and 
the orbits and cheeks arc well clothed with feathers : 
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they have no spurs. They reside on the ground : 
their food consists of grains, seeds, and various 
kinds of insects : the females deposit their eggs in 
hollows on the ground, with scarcely any ap- 
pearance of a nest. They are distributed over the 
Old Continent, but are not found in the New. 


COMMON QUAIL. 

(Coturnix Dactylisonans.) 

Co. corporc griseo-Jerrugineo maculis nigris variOf rachi pen* 
narum ftamcante^ superciliis tanidque Imgitudinali in vertice^ 
alhis^ gula rttf&f nigro cinctd. (Femina diLutior^ gula alba.) 

Quail with the body rusty-grey, varied with black spots; the 
shafts of the feathers yellowish; '•the eyebrows and a longi- 
tudinal stripe on the erown white ; the throat rufous, bounded 
by black. {Female paler, with the throat white.) 

Coturnix dactylisonans. Temm. Gall, Ind. p. y40. 

Coturnix. J3rm. Orn, 1 . 247* 14. 

Coturnix major. Brizs, Orn, 1. 251.? 

Ferdix Coturnix. Lath. Ind, Om, 2. 651. 2S*^NUss, Orn, Succ, 
1 . 3l6. — Leach. Cat. Brit, Mus, p. 27 . 

Tetrao Coturnix. Linn. Sqst, Nat. 1. 278* 20»F*"Lin7i, Faun, 
Suec. No. 206*—Gmel, SqsU Nat, I. jOs.-^Raii. Syn. 58. a. 
6.^WUl.p.\2\.f.2Q. 

La Caille. Buff, Ois. 2. 449. l6.— Buff. PI. Enl. IJO.— 

Temm. Pig, et Gall, ^,pt4*jB. — Temm, Man. d'Orni, p, 311. 

Le Crokiel, ou Caille de Pologne. Buff, Ois, 2. 251. ? 

The Quail. Penn, Brit, Zool. 1. 97 Zool. 2. 320. 

■ Bj^Albin, Birds, \, pl^ZO,^Will. Ang, p, lGQ.--*Lath, Gen, 
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Syn. 4. 779 . U.’-Lath. Syn. Sup. p. 222f-‘Lath. Syn. Sup. 

II. p. 2SO.—LemH. Brit. Birds. 4. pi. V^e—Wak. S^. 2. pi. 

ISS.'^PuU. Cat. Dors, p. 7 ,— Mont. Om. Diet. 2.— Mont. 

Om. Diet. Supp.^Bemek. Brit. Birds. 1. 306.— Bing. Anitn. 

Biog. 2. 264. 

Var. Corpore albido out toto al6o. 

With the b^y whitiah, or entirdy white. 

Coturnix dactylisonuui var. (a.) Tetnm. Gall. Ind. p. 742. 

This well known bird is considerably less than 
the common Partridge, measuring only seven inches 
and a half in length : its beak is dusky : irides 
yellow : the crown of the head is black, transversely 
marked with rufous brown : down the middle is a 
yellowish white line^nsd above the eyes is another 
of the same, which passes behind them, and some 
way down the neck at the back part: the chin 
and throat are white, bounded by a black crescent, 
which is deepest in front: the hind part of the 
neck, the back, the scapulars, and taibcoverts, are 
rufous brown ; the middle of each feather streaked 
with yellowish white, surrounded more or less 
with blade : sides the same, but with less white : 
breast pale ferruginous brown, the shafts of the 
feathers white : belly and under parts dirty yel- 
lowish whit^ mixed witb lunulated black lines : 
thighs varied with chesnu^,: quills dusky, the outer 
webs more or less motile^ with yellowish white : 
tail very short } dusky, witih white tips ; consisting 
of twelve feathers, which are almost hidden by the 
coverts. * 

The female differs in imving the chin buff- 
coloiired, with a dusky mark passing from the ear 
do^mwmrd : the breast is spotted with dusky, and 
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the wing'Coverts are barred with yellowish white. 
The young during the first year exactly resemble 
the females } after the second moult they assume 
their proper appearance. This species varies in 
being of a larger size than usual, with the colours 
more vivid, and the cheeks and throat dusky brown : 
it also occurs perfectly white, and in all the inter- 
mediate stages from the common plumage: some- 
times it will become entirely deep brown or dusky; 
this effect is produced by long confinement, and 
being fed on hempseed. 

Quails are found throughout nearly the whole of 
Europe, as far north as Laptand; they are also 
abundant in Asia, as far as Siberia, but not in the 
extreme northern parts: they likewise occur at 
various periods in Africa, at the Cape of Good 
Hope. In China they are extremely abundant, 
and like C. excalfactoria, are used by the inha- 
bitants to warm their hands. 

They are found in most parts of Great Britain, 
but nowhere in any great quantity, and about 
August or September they migrate to the south- 
ward. They have appeared in such prodi^ous 
quantities on the western, coasts of the kingdom of 
Naples, in the vicinity of NettunO, during fibeir 
Qiigration; that a hundred thousand have been 
caught in one day withid the space of four or five 
miles^ which are usually sold ibr ihree or foqrlivres 
per dozen, to deaiersiarito convey them to Rome, 
where they are in grdt request, and resold for 
high prices. Clouds Qf QqaRs ahWiahght in spring 
along the coasts of Frcurence ; here they are some^ 
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times found so exhausted, that for a few of the 
first days they may be caught with the hand : but 
in no country are they so abundant as in the 
Crimea and in some of the Grecian islands, several 
of which have received their names from this cir- 
cumstance. 

During peace great quantities of these birds are 
imported into this country from France for the 
use of the table, all of which are males, and arc 
caught by imitating the cry of the hen. They 
are conveyed by stage coaches, in a large square 
box, divided into five or six compartments, one 
above another, just high enough to admit the 
Quails to stand upright, and each box containing 
about one hundred birds. These boxes have wire 
on the fore-part, and each partition is furnished 
with a small trough for food. May is the usual 
period of importation. 

The females lay from eight to a dozen eggs,* 
of a yellowish colour, blotched and spotted with 
dusky, but subject to great variety in the ground 
colour and disposition of the spots: the young 
are hatched in about three weeks, and follow 
the mother but a very short time. Quails are 
very indolent birds; they usually sleep through 
the day, concealed among the tallest grass, lying 
on their sides, with their legs extended, in the 
same spot, even for hours together, and should a 
dog approach, he must absolutely run upon them 

* Latham mentions having seen twenty eggs taken out of 
one nest. 
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before they are flushed ; and when they are forced 
upon wing, they seldom fly far. They arc easily 
drawn within reach of a net by a call imitating 
their cry, which is not unlike the syllables whity 
whity whit. The males are birds of great courage, 
and their quarrels often terminate in mutual de- 
struction. The Athenians and Romans were very 
partial to quail-flghting, which is practised in China 
to this day. It is related of Augustus, that he 
punished a prefect of Egypt with death, for 
bringing* to his table one of these birds which had 
acquired celebrity for its victories ! 


COROMANDEL QUAIL. 

(Cotumix textilis.) 

Co. corpore siipra Jusco nigro rufoque vario, pennarunt JitsciA 
media longiludinali albo-rufa, subtus albo, nigro longiUidi~ 
nalUer slriato, gutturis maculd nigrA, coUi JitsciA longitudiuali 
mgr A, (Femina dUutioribus ; gdA jitsed,) 

Quail with the body above brown, varied with black and rufous; 
the feathers with a longitudinal whitbh red fascia in the 
middle; beneath white, longitudinally striped with black; 
the throat with a black spot ; the neck with a longitudinal 
black fascia. (Female paler, with a brown throat.) 

Cotnmix textilis. Temm. Gall. Ind. p. 742. 

Perdix Coromandclica. Utih, Ind. Orn. 2. 6S4. 38. 

Tetrao Coromandelicus. Gmel.Syst. Nat. 1. 764.55. 

La petite Caille de Gingi. Sonner. Voy. Ind. 2. 172. 

Caillc natt6c. Temm, Pig. el Gall. 3. 512. 

Coromandel Quail. Lath, Gen, Syn, 4. 789* 34. 
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Consideraelt inferior in size to the common 
Quail: the male has the head black: the crown 
rufous yellow : on the throat is a deep triangular 
black patch, which extends upwards to the ears : 
the superciliaiy band, and one on the middle of 
the head, are similar to those of the common 
species : the feathers of the neck, the back, the 
scapulars, and the rump, have a broad lanceolated 
reddish white spot in their middle, bordered with 
black ; the rest of the feather is grey-brown, with 
black spots, marked with narrow red lines : the 
wing-coverts arc grey, striped with yellow bands, 
which are edged with black : the secondaries and 
quills are grey : on the fore-part of the neck is a 
broad longitudinal black band, extending to the 
breast ; the latter, and also the rest of the under 
parts of the body, are whitish, with a deep black 
longitudinal stripe iil the middle of each feather, 
slightly bordered on each side with white: the 
beak is brown, and the feet are yellowish. The 
female differs from the male in having the throat 
of a rufous cast, or whitish, slightly tipped with 
dusky: a narrow band of dusky black extends 
along the front of the neck to the breRst : the 
under parts of the body are whitish red, irregularly 
marked with black spots; The young have not 
the triangular black patch on the throat. 

This inhabits the Coromandel coast. 
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WHITE-THROATED QUAIL. 

(Coturnix torquata.) 

Co. corpore supra Jusco^ lineis nigris transversim striato% subtus 
aJhkanie^ aqualiter undulato, vertice higricanie, gents atris, 
guUure alho^ nigro ntargine cincto^ 

Quail with the body above brown^ striated with transverse black 
lines ; beneath whitish^ equally undulated ; the crown dusky; 
the cheeks dark-colbured ; the throat white^ surrounded by a 
black margin. 

Coturnix torquatus. Manduxt. Ency. MHhoi.^Temm. Gall. 
Ind. p. 744 . 

Caille k gorge blanche. Teinm» Pig. el GaU. 3. p. 521. 

This bird is described by Manduit in the £n> 
cyclopedic Methodique. It has the top of the 
head dusky : the cheeks dee]^ black, extending on 
the sides, and in front of the neck, forming a bor- 
der to the throat, which is white : a narrow white 
band arises at the base of the upper mandible, and 
passes above the eyes, which is continued to the 
extremity of the neck : the hind head is brown : 
the top of the neck dusky, longitudinally striped 
with dull white : the bi^k is brown, transversely 
waved with black: the belly is yellowish, equally 
varied with zigzag lines ; the rump and the upper 
tail-coverts are grey, varied with brown : the wing- 
coverts are brownish : the scapulars and the lesser 
feathers of the wing are fine brown on their outer 
webs, and on their inner varied with reddish i the 
middle is marked with black : the sides of the body 
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are varied with longitudinal brown bands, edged 
outwardly with white spots, surrounded by black: 
the quills are brown ; and the taihfeathers are grey. 
Native place unknown. 


MADAGASCAR QUAIL. 


(Coturnix Perlata.) 

Co. corpore tupra ca&taneo^erni^neo Jasciis lincisque longitudi-^ 
nalibus atbidis^ subius maculis rotundatis albis consperso, guld 
nigrdf vitta supra oculos maxillarique albis* 

Quail with the body above rusty-chesnut, with whitish longi- 
tudinal fasciae and lines; beneath sprinkled with rounded 
white spots ; the throat black ; a stripe above the eyes^ and 
the maxillae^ white. 

Coturnix perlata. Temm. GalL huL 7;. 739. 

Perdix striata. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 654. 36. 

Tetrao striatus. Gmel. S^st, Nat, 1. 763. 53. 

La grand Caille de Madagascar. Sonner. Voy. Ind. 2. 169.77/. 
98. 

Caille ^ ventre perlee. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p. 470. 
Madagascar Quail. Lath. Gen, Syn. 4. 788. 32. 

Tins beautiful species is distinguished from the 
rest of the Quails by its superior strength of beak, 
the upper mandible of which is rather elongated. 
The male only is known, and was discovered by 
Sonnerat : it is about double the size of the com- 
mon species : the top of its head, hind part of the 
neck, back and rump, are of a reddish-brown, each 
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feather with a yellow-white band following the 
direction of the shafts j the feathers of the nape 
are spotted with black, and those of the back are 
transversely striped with black and red : the space 
between the eyes, the throat, and the fore-part of 
the neck, are deep black ; over the eyes is a nar- 
row band of white, which is directed towards the 
nape, and from the base of the beak arises a second, 
rather broader, one passing beneath the eyes, and 
forming a border to the black on the throat and 
fore-part»of the neck : on the breast is a rounded 
gorget of a deep red-chesnut hue : the sides of the 
neck, between the two white bands, and those of 
the breast, are of a fine grey-blue ; the middle of 
the belly is deep black, sprinkled with rounded 
pure white spots: the feathers on the sides are 
long and narrow, are chesnut with yellowish white 
shafts, bounded on each side with a black line: 
the wing-coverts are transversely barred with black 
and reddish white; and have the shafts whitish, 
and many of the feathers tipped with the latter 
colour : the quills are brownish ash, slightly tinged 
with rufous on their outer webs : the tail is black, 
varied with narrow transverse reddish lines : the 
beak is black : irides dull yellow ; and feet reddish* 
Inhabits Madagascar. 


y. XI. p. II. 
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GREY-THROATED QUAIL. 

(Coturnix grisea.) 

Co. supra gnseo nigroque mria suhtus cinereo-griseayjugulopec-^ 
tore abdomineque Jhsciis nigrisy remigibus Jttscis. 

Quail above varied with grey and black 3 beneath grey-ash ; with 
the jugulum^ breast^ and abdomen^ with black fasciffi 3 the 
quills brown. 

Coturnix grisea. Temm, Gall, Ind, p. 744. 

Ferdix grisea. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2 . 654. 37* 

Tetrao griseus. GmeL Syst, Nat. 1. 764. 37- 
La Caille brune de Madagascar. Sonner. Voy. Ind. 2. I 7 L — 
Tmm, Pig. et Gall. 3.p. 523. 

Grey-throat^ Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn» 4. 788 . 33. 

This species is described by Sonnerat, from the 
Isle of Madagascar : it is the size of the common 
Quail : the upper part of the head, the top, and 
hind part of the neck, are varied with black and red, 
the former colour being predominant : the throat 
is of a bright earthy grey: the feathers of the 
lower part of the neck, the breast, and the belly, 
are the same, with two bands of black on each, 
following the direction of the margin: the feathers 
of the back, the rump, the tail, the lesser and 
middle ones of the wings, are bright earthy grey, 
transversely striped with black : the greater quills 
are brown: the irides are yellow: the beak and 
the feet are black. 
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(Coturnix excalfactona.) 

Co. corpore supra fusco maculis nigris et lineis albis consperso^ 
jugulo nigro arcu albo^ ventre medio castanect. (Femina«Mjocr- 
ciliis temporibusque rujisy guld alba, corpore supra cinerascente^ 
rufo nigroque vario, subtus cinerascente-rufo, arcubus nigris 
undulato.) 

Quail with ^he body above brown, sprinkled with black spots 
and white lines; the jugulum black, with a white arch ; the 
middle of the belly chesnut. (Female with the eyebrow and 
temples red ; the throat white) the body above greyish, varied 
with rufous and black ) beneath greyish rufous, undulated with 
black arcs.) 

Coturnix etcalfactoria. Temm, GalL Ind, p. 742. 

Coturnix Philippensis. Briss, Orn. 1. 254. 17. pi. 25*Jl 1. male* 
Perdix chinensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 652. 29. male. 

Perdix manillensis. Lath, Ind, Orn. 2. 655. 40. female. 

Tetrao chinensis. Gmel, Syst, Nat. 1. 765, I9. male. 

Tetrao manillensis. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 76 ^* 57. female. 

La fraise ou Caille de la Chine. Buff. Ois. 2 . 4/8. male.— 2?f^ 
PI. Enl. \ 26 .f. 2. female. 

La petit Caille de Tile de Lu^on. Banner. Voy, Ind. 54. pi. 24« 
female. 

Caille fraise. Ttmm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p. 5l6. 

Manilla Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 790. 36. female. 

Chinese Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 783. male. — Edw. Glean, p. 
247. male. 

This elegant little species measures only four 
inches in length : the male has a triangular deep 
black spot on the throat: from the base of the 
beak extends a white whisker, surrounded by 
black: below the black on the throat is a pure 
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white gorget, the lateral margins of which bend 
upwards towards the orifice of the ears, and are 
surrounded by a narrow border of black ; the fore- 
head, a stripe beneath the eyes, the breast, and the 
sides, are of a lead-colour, the latter marked with 
black bands : the middle 9 £ the belly, the thighs, 
and the abdomen, are red chesnut : the whole of 
the upper parts of the body and the tail-coverts 
are grey-brown, varied with different sized black 
spots j and most of the feathers have their shafts 
whitish : the wings are grey-brown : the greater 
coverts are lead-colour towards their tips, and the 
whole are tipped and fringed with chesnut: the 
beak is black : the feet and the claws are yellow. 

The female has the throat and the middle of the 
belly pure white : the cheeks, the forehead, and a 
stripe above the eyes, are of a bright red : the fea- 
thers of the head are dusky, tipped with greyish : 
a narrow longitudinal band extends over the mid- 
dle of the crown from the forehead : the feathers 
of the back, and those that cover the rump, are 
red, with black spots, and longitudinal reddish 
white dashes : the scapulars and the wing-coverts 
are grey-brown, marked with delicate black un- 
dulated lines, and many black spot^ on their inner 
webs : the breast, and the sides of the belly, the 
thighs, and the abdomen, are bright grey, striped 
transversely with black : the feathers on the sides 
are slightly tinged with reddish; the wings are 
grey-brovm : the beak is brown ; and the legs are 
as in the male. The young males greatly resemble 
the female. 
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This bird is abundant in the Manilla and Philip, 
pine Islands, and in China is amazingly numerous. 
The inhabitants of the latter place breed them, and 
keep them in cages, for the singular purpose of 
warming their hands in the winter : they also rear 
them for the purpose of fighting in the same 
manner that cocks are used in this country. 


NEW HOLLAND QUAIL. 

(Coturnix Australis.) 

Co. corpore supra caslaneo-nebuloso^ nigro siriato, scapispenna* 
rum albo lineatis^ subtus cinerascente^rujb^ lunuUs nigris trans^ 
versim striatis. (Fcmina coloribus dilutioribus,) 

Quail with the body above clouded chesnut, striated with black; 
the shafts of the feathers striped with white ; beneath grey- 
ish-red^ striated with transverse black lunules. {Female with 
the colours paler.) 

Coturnix Australis. Temm. GaU, Ind* p. ^40. 

Perdix Australis. Lath. Ind. Orn, Sup. Ixii. 3. 

Caille Australe. Temm, Pig, et Gall. 3. 474. 

New Holland Quail. Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 283. 

This species is concisely described by Latham 
in his second Supplement, but more amply by 
Temminck, who also gives an account of the fe- 
male. The male is above seven Inches in length : 
the forehead, the space roimd file eyes, the beak, 
and the throat, are dirty white: the top of the 
head and the nape are dusky, with a white spot 
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m the cent:^*^ eaeh f^her : the back, the rump, 
the tail-Gippi^e:^ f nd middle ones of the wings, are 
transversely- st^ed with broad bands of black and 
narrow zigza|(|^nes of deep rufous; all the feathers 
being whitii^ yellow in their centre, forming a nar- 
row stripe of that colour down each shaft: the 
lesser coverts towards the bend of the wing are 
grey-brown : the fore-part of the neck, the breast, 
and the whole of the rest of the under parts of the 
body, are greyish-rufous; most of the feathers 
having their shafts whitish, and being transversely 
barred with black: the quills are brown, with a 
reddish hue on their outer webs: the tail is dovered 
by its upper coverts, and is of a brown colour, 
barred with zigzag lines of deep rufous : the feet 
and the claws are brown : the beak is dusky blue. 
The female is duller in colour, and has more of a 
greyish tinge over the whole plumage ; the reddish 
spots on the upper parts are more irregularly dis- 
posed, the shafts of dach feather being white as in 
the male : the under parts of the body are reddish- 
grey, with very slight zigzag hrown lines. 

This is abundant in New Holland : it has the 
same manners as the common Quail. 


MEW-GUINEA QUAIL. 

(Cotarnix Noyw^Guinete.) 

^ cotport tig^ajbseo, tuUut dUu^ore, Uetrkilm alarum mar- 
gmajkofiewtibust rmigibus uigru. 
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Quail with the body above brown, beneafbpahti with the edges 
of the wing-coverts ydlowish I the i^nills 1dai[&. 

Coturnix Novse Guinee. Temm. GalL Ind.p.TSi> 

Perdix Novs Guinee. Lath. Ind: Orn. 2. 

Tetrao Nove Guinee. Gtnel. Siftt. Nat, S6, 

La Caille de la Nouvdle Guinda. Sonner. Votf, lad, 2. IfO. pL 
105 .— Temffl. Pig. et Gall. 8 . p. 534 . 

New Guinea QuaoL Lath, Gen. 5ya.<4t 789* 38* 

The following concise description, accompanied 
by a figure, is given by Sonnerat of this rare spe- 
cies : it is about half the size of the common Quail: 
the whole of the plumage is brown, brightest on 
the head and belly, and palest on the back and 
wings : the coverts of the latter are edged with 
yellow, of a dull and obscure hue : the quills are 
black : the irides and the feet are greyish. It in- 
habits New Guinea. 
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ORTYX. COLIN. 
Generic Character. 


Rostrum altius quam latum, 
breve, tenue, supra con- 
yexum,ad apicem obtusum 
et incurvatum. 

Narea laterales, in sulco 
sitae. 

Orbita nudae ; caput plumo- 
sum. 

Pedes tetradactyli, mutici; 
tarsi breves. 

Cauda brevis, rectricibus 
duodecim. 

Tbtrao. Idnn. Omel. Shau), 

Perdzx. Lath. Temm. Briss. 

CoTURNix. Raiu Briss. 


Beak higher * than broad, 
short, thin; above convex, 
the tip blunt, and in-* 
curved. 

Nostrils lateral, situated in 
a groove. 

Orbits naked ; head feathered. 

. 

Feet four-toed, smooth; tarai 
short 

Tail diort, conristing of 
twelve feathers. 


these the beak is thicker and more gibbous 
than in Quails ; the neck is slender, clothed with 
elongated, somewhat curled feathers, which gives 
a peculiar air : the nostrils are placed in a groove, 
situated on each side of the upper mandible; the 
space round the eye is naked : the tarsi are short, 
and the tail small, but longer than in the Quails. 
They perch on trees, and are all natives of Ame- 
rica. 
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KORTHERN COLIN. 

(Ortyx Borealis.) 

Oa. corf ore supra Jusco-castaneo^ nifescente nigroque variegato, 
subtus alhida nigricante transversim undulato, superdliU gulA^ 
que albiSf luntdA juguli nigrdy rectricibus lateralibus cinereis. 
(Femina dilutiore ; subtus^ temporibus gulaque ochroleucis^ lu^ 
nulajuguli rufescente.) 

Colin ivithjthe body above brown-chesnut, varied with rufoua 
and black ; beneath white, transversely undulated with dusky ; 
the eyebrows and throat white ; the jugulum with a black 
lunule 5 the lateral tail-feathers grey. (Female paler ; with 
the under parts, temples, and throat, ochraceous ; the jugu- 
lum with a rufescent lunule.) 

Perdix borealis. Temm, Gall, Ind. p, ^35. 

Perdix Americana. BrUs, Omi 1. 230. 7* 

Cot^^nix Ludoviciana. Briss, Om, 1. 258. 70* pL 22 */* 2 * 

Coturnix Mexicana. Briss, Orn. 1. 256. 18. ? 

Perdix Novae Anglise. Briss, Oru. 1. 229- 6. 

» Perdix Virginiana. Lath, Ind* Om* 2. 650. 2 A^WUls, Amer. 
Orn, 6 . 21. pi, XLVII*/. 2 * 

Perdix Marilanda. Lath, Ind* Orn, 2 * 651. 25. 

Perdix Mexicana. lath, Ind, Om, 2. 653. 31. 

Perdix Coyolcos. Lath* Ind, Orn, 2. 653. 34. 

Tetrao Virginianus. lAnn* Syst, Nat, 1. 277. 16.-— Ome/. Sysl, 
Nat* 1. 761. 16. 

Tetrao Marilanda. Linn, Syst, Nat* 1. 277- 17 .—Gmel* Syst* 
Nat. 1 . 761 . 17 * 

Tetrao Mexicanus. linn, Syst. Nat, 1, 277* 14«— Syst, 
Nat. 1, 762 , 

Tetrao Coyolcos. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 763. 51. 

loL Perdrix d’Amerique. Btiff, Ois, 2. SQQ* 

La Perdrix de la Nouvelle Angleterre. B^ Ois* 2* 447* 

Le Colenicui. Buf* Ois, 2* ^ 7 .— Buffi PI. Enl, 149. male. 

Le Cocyolcos. Bii^. Ots. 2. 486. 
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NORTHERN COLIN. 


Colin Colenicui. Temm, Pig. et Gall. 3. 436. 

New England Partridge. Alb. Birds, i. fi. 28. 

Virginian Partridge. Catesb. Carol. 3. pi. Vl.^Laih. Gen. Syn. 
4. 777. 22. 

Maryland Partridge. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 185. — Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 4. 778. 23. 

Louisiane Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 785. 27 * 

Lesser Mexican Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 786 . 30. 


Latham has described this species under no less 
than four different names, as may be seen by re- 
ferring to the synonyms : it is rather less than a 
Partridge, and is about eight or nine inches in 
length : the male has the forehead black : a broad 
band of white extends from the base of the beak, 
on each side, passing over the eyes to the nape ; 
this is accompanied by a narrow one of black : the 
throat is of a pure white, encircled with a broad 
band of black, wliich arises at the angle of'the 
beak, and passes beneath the eyes to the fore* 
part of the neck, where it is somewhat expanded, • 
and mixes with the spots of black, white, and red, 
with which that part is adorned ; the top of the 
head is red-chesnut, spotted with black : the back 
is of a rufous-red ; the edges of the feathers grey- 
ish, marked with fine black stripes : on the middle 
of the back are several large black spots, edged 
with rufous: the rump with the same, but the 
ground colour more rufous-grey, with undulated 
obsolete brown stripes : the scapulars and the 
greater wing-coverts spotted with black and red 
on their inner webs, and grey and red on their 
outer i their feathers are all slightly fringed with 
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bright red, and varied with delicate undulated 
lines: the lesser coverts are red, with black stripes: 
the quills and the secondaries are brown, the latter 
undulated with rufous towards their edges: the 
two middle tail-feathers resemble the rump j the 
rest are grey-blue : thfe breast is reddish-white, 
transversely striped with black : the belly is pure 
white, with semicircular lines of black ; the red 
feathers of the sides are varied with oval white 
spots, edged with black: the under tail-coverts 
are red,#with a black stripe down the shaft of each 
feather : the beak is black, with a red tinge at its 
base : the feet and claws are red-brown. 

The female has more rufous at the base of the 
beak : the throat and the eyebrows are bright red; 
the latter is not bordered with black above as in 
the male ; and that of the throat is surrounded by 
spots of black, brown, and white : the nape and 
the top of the head are spotted with bright red : 
the feathers on the back are more deeply bordered 
with grey; and the rest of the upper parts are more 
dull, with dirty red fringes to the feathers : those 
of the breast are red, with two small white spots 
towards the tip of each : the feathers of the sides^are 
edged with white, and the two middle ones of the 
tail are grey-brown, waved with black at their base. 
The young of the first year greatly resemble the 
female, but the transverse waved bands on the fea- 
thers of the back and tail are more numerous. 

This species inhabits the frigid and temperate 
parts of North America ; changing its habitation 
spring and autumn, retiring to the southern parts 
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MORTHBBN COLIN. 


during the latter season, and to the northern in 
the former : its flight is very irregular, but rapid. 
The female deposits from twenty-two to twenty- 
flve eggs, of a whitish colour, and lays twice in a 
year^' the first time in May, the second in July ; 
the nest is only a few dry Serbs, carelessly scraped 
together : the young remain with the parents, and 

the second brood unites ivith the first in the au- 

# ■ 

tumn. They delight in bushy and woody situa- 
tions, and generally perch upon trees, contrary to 
the manners of either Partridges or Quails. Their 
principal nourishment consists of grains, but when 
there is a deficiency of them, they will eat buds, 
and the tender branches and shoots of trees and 
herbs : towards the winter they grow tame from de- 
ficiency of food, and flocks of several dozens come 
into farm-yards for the loose grain, or run before 
the traveller to pick it from the horse-dung on the 
road. 

Their note is a loud kind of whistle, somewhat 
resembling the words ho-tmy the first pronounced 
long, and the other short: from this note they 
have received a similar name in Louisiana: and 
by the natives of New England they are called 
iioi-tvhite* Their fl^ is very goodi, and much 
esteemed. 



CRESTED COLIN. 


(Ortyx Temminkii.) ‘ 

Or. cristata corpore subius^ dUbo nigr^ rufoque maculaio, medio 
ventre rufo^ Jronte guttureque albescente-rtifOf coUo nigto 
culato, (Femina mutica ; corpore supra nigro mactdato, ndh^ 
ius nigro alhoque Jasciato*) 

Crested Colin, with the body beneath, spotted with white, black, 
and rufojis ; the middle of the bdly rufous ; the forehead and 
the throat whitish red ; the neck spotted with black. Fe« 
male without crest ; the body above spotted with blacky be^ 
neath fasciated with black and white. 

Perdix cristata. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 652. 30.— Temm. Gall. Ind. 
p. 736. 

Tetrao cristatus. Linn. Spst. Nat. 1. 277* l6.—Gmel. Sysf. 
Nat. 1. 765. 18. 

Coturnix Mexicana cristata. Briss. Om. 1. 260. 21. pi. 215. f. 2. 
•Cotumix Indica, Qnanhtzonecolin. Eaii. Syn.p. 158* 

Le Zonecolin. Buff. Ok. 2. 485. 

La Caille hupp£e du Mexique. Bvff. Pi. Enl. 116.JI 1. male. 
Colin zonecolin. Temm, Pig. et Gall. 3. 446. 

Crested Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 784. 26. 

The male of this species is adorned with aa 
elongated narrow crest, of a fulvous colour : he is 
in length seven inches: the beak is brown: the 
forehead, the eyebrows, add th6 throat, are white, 
slightly tinged with yellowish ; and on the lower 
part of the throat with reddish, and all the feathers 
edged with black: the feathers of the head and 
occiput are black, edged with white and bright 
red ; those of the nape and the sides of the neck 
are white, with a black spot towards their tip: the 
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CRESTED COMN. 


feathers of the back are grey, spotted and varied 
with black, brown, and white:* the wing-coverts 
are the same, deeply edged with whitish yellow, 
and with a large spot of black at* the tip of each 
feather; the breast is transversely striped with 
black and white ; the belly with rufous and black : 
the feathers on the sides are spotted with black 
along the shafts, and are edged with pure white : 
the quills are grey: the tail-feathers are brown- 
grey, waved with whitish yellow : the feet are yel- 
lowish : the lower mandible of the beak is yellow- 
ish at the base. The female is destitute of a crest : 
the eyebrows and the throat are white, spotted 
with black and reddish: the upper parts of the 
body are grey-brown, with black spots, and waves 
of rufous: the wing-coverts are duller than in 
the male, and are destitute of the broad white 
border : the feathers of the under part of the body* 
are striped with narrow bars of black and white, 
the latter being tipped with two oval black spots : 
in other respects she resembles the male, but is 
more dull in tint ; the young greatly resemble the 
female till nearly grown, when the male attains 
the crest, and the colours of the plumage their 
proper hue. 

This inhabits Mexico, where it is called Qmnht- 
xonecoUn. 
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SONNINl'S COLIN. 


(Ortyx Sonninii.) 


Or. cristata, gutture castaneo, corpore supra, caudd pectoreque 
ruiescente-cinereis maculis nigris conspersis, suhius castanea, 
maculis albis nigro-circumdatis. (Femina capite ItEvi, colore 
diluiiore.) 

Crested Colin, with the throat chesnut ; the body above, the 
tail, and the breast, reddish grey, sprinkled with black spots ; 
beneath chesnut, with white spots, which arc edged by black. 
{Female with the head smooth, and the colours of the body 
paler.) 

Perdix Sonninii. Temtn. Gall. Ind. p. 737 . 

Colin Sonnini. Temm. Pig. et Gall, Z.p. 451. 

Le Caille de Cayenne. Sonn. Buff. 7 . 133. 

This species was confounded with the former 
till separated in Sonnini s edition of Buifon, where 
it is described : it is rather more than seven inches 
in length : four or five narrow elongated feathers 
are situated on the top of the head, between the 
eyes, and form a crest ; these ^are yellow, tinged 
with brown in the centre ; the forehead is yel- 
lowish, as is the part surrounding the base of both 
mandibles of the beak : the throat, and a broad 
band behind the eyes, are of a deep red; the 
feathers of the nape and the sides of the neck are 
spotted with white, black, and chesnut : the top 
of the back is grey-red, waved with black : the 
rest of the upper parts is grey-red, spotted with 
black, and undulated with brown : the breast is 



CALIFORNIAN COLIN. 


bright reddish brown, sprinkled with black and a 
little white : the whole of the under parts, and the 
lower tail-coverts, have on each feather three pure 
white spots on either web ; these spots are bounded 
by black, and the middle of the feathers are fine 
red-chesnut: the quills and the secondaries are 
brown : the feathers of the tail are deep brown, 
with innumerable waves of black : the beak is 
black, and the feet yellowish. The female is smaller, 
has not the crest, and the colours are less brilliant. 

This inhabits the central parts of America and 
Guiana, frequenting the vicinity of woods the 
female lays twice in the year : the young secrete 
themselves among the thick herbage, and when 
startled fly but a few feet from the ground. 


CALIFORNIAN COLIN. • 

(Ortyx Californica.) 

Or. fiumbea, crutA vertUali erectA, gulA mgrA albo einetA, a6- 
domine tettaeeo lunulis nigrif, 

Lead-o(doured. Colin, vith an erect vertical crest; the titroat 
black, bounded with white; the abdomen testaceous, with 
^black lunules. 

Perdis Californica. Lath. Ind. Om. Si^. Ixii. iy—Temm. GaU. 
Lid. 738. 

Tetito Califomicus. Shato. Nat. Mite, ji, 845. 

CaUfemian Quail. Lath. Sgn, Sup. IJ. p. iSl*. 
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This bird, which is deposited in the British 
Museum, is thus described by Latham : ** This is 
rather larger than our Quail: the beak is lead- 
coloured : the general colour of the plumage on 
the upper parts of the body, wings, and tail, is 
pale cinereous brown } this colour comes forward 
on the breast on each side in a broad band, where 
it inclines to bluish ash-colour : the back part of 
the neck speckled with dull cream-colour : from 
the crown springs a tuft, composed of six long 
dusky feathers, which are capable of being carried 
erect : the forehead is dull ferruginous j behind 
this, about the eyes, the chin, and throat, dusky 
black : behind the eye is a dirty cream-coloured 
streak, and a crescent of the same bounds the black 
of the throat all round the lower part : the belly, 
from the breast, is dirty ferruginous yellow, marked 
witj^ slender crescents of black : over the thighs, 
beneath the win’gs, some long dusky feathers, 
marked with a yellow streak down the middle of 
each : the tail is rather long, and somewhat cunei- 
forn? in shape: the legs short, and of a lead- 
colour. The female differs chiefly in wanting 
black on the head, and having the colours in general 
less distinct. Inhabits California, whence it was 
brought by Mr. Menzies.’*' 


V. XI. P. II. 


26 
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RIALOUINE COUN. 

(Ortyx Falklandica.) 

Or. muHeOt corpore supra Juscescente, jugulo Jlavescenie lunulis 
Jiiseis, pectore itno abdomineque albis. 

Crestless Colitij with the body above brownish ; the jugulum 
yellowish, with brown lunules ; the lower part of the breast 
and the abdomen white. 

Perdix Falklandica. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 653. 32.— Term. Gall. 
Ind. p. 738. 

Tetrao Falklandicus. Gmel. Spst. Nat. 1 . 702. 4g. 

La Culle des Isles Malouines. Buff. Ois. 2. A!J7.—Buff, Bl. 
Ent. 222. 

Malouine Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 780* 28. 

This rare species ia a native of tlie Falkland 
Isles : it is about equal to the common Quail in 
size and length : its beak is lead-colour : the u^er 
parts of the plumage are pale brown ; the middle 
of the feather darker, and with two or three lunu- 
lated lines of the same towtgrds the tip : quills 
dusky, edged with paler: sides of the head varied 
with white: chin, fore-part of the neck, and 
breast, brownish yellow, marked with spots and 
curved lines of brown, but paler than the upper 
parts: lower part of the breast, the belly, the 
thighs, and the vent, are white : the tail brown, 
barred with paler : the legs brown. 
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TURNIX. TURNIX. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum mediocre^ gracilius, ij Btdk middle sized, slender, 
rectum, compressum, acu-| straight, compressed, acute; 

turn ; versijs apicem incur- incurved towards the tip. 
vum. 

^areslaterales,linearcs,mem- Nostrils lateral, linear, half 
brana semiclausse, ad max- closed by a membrane por- 
illas medium usque per- rected towards and beyond 
rectae. the middle of the beak. 

Pedes tridactyli, digitis fissis. Feet three-toed ; toes cleft ; 
halluce nullo. none behind. 

Cauda brevis, plumis uro- Tail idiort, covered by the 
pygii obtecta. feathers of the rump. 

Aloe breves. Wings short. 

Turnix. Bonnathere, 

Ortygis. Illiger. 

Hemipodius. Rienxvardt, Temminch 

Ortygodes. Vieillot, 

pERDix. Lath. 

Tetrao. Gmel. 

CoTURNix. Briss. 

Tr I o ACT YLU8 . Lacepedc. 


X HIS genus comprises most of the smallest of 
the gallinaceous birds: they are polygamous, and 
reside in sandy deserts among the herbs of those 
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places: they run with great swiftness, and when 
pursued hide themselves in the tufts of high grass ; 
both young and old live a solitary life, not asso- 
ciating in coveys as the Quails : they principally 
subsist on insects, rarely eating seeds or berries. 
They are found in the hotter parts of the old 
world, ^e grand character which distinguishes 
them from all other Quails, is that of possessing 
but three toes, all of which are placed forwards ; 
they also differ in other respects. 



hlaok-fronted tureix. 

. (Timix nigrifrons.) 

Tdr..^VMle trifiuciatSt eorgon tupra n^eteente-JUno, teetridbm 
alarum n^ro punetatu^ guiture Jlavescente, pectore lunulU 
tagrUf ventre abdomneque ellnt. 

Tnmix with the forehead with three foada ; the body above 
reddish yellow; the wing-coverts spotted with Uackr the 
throat y^owish ; the breast with black crescents ; the belly 
and abdomen white. 

Tttndx nigrifrons. Laeepede. 

Hemipodius nigrifrons. Temm, OaU. Ind. p, 

Tnmix d bandeau noir. Temm. P^. et GdL p. 6\Q. 
Ortygodes varfagata. Vieil. Anal, fune nom, Omith, J^emi 
jp.69. (n.) 

This beautiful spades, measures six . inches in 
length : fordi^ is otnajnented with three 
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broad &sciae ; the first is formed of small white 
feathers, arising from the base of the beak to the 
nostrils ; the second, which is twice as broad as 
the first, is deep black ; the third, which extends 
beyond the eyes, is pure white : the top of the 
head is of a fine red, with delicate black stri^sln 
the middle of the feathers : the nape^isua^^ttly 
tinged with bright olive : the back, the rump, and 
the upper tail-coverts are of a reddish yellow, 
tinged with black and fawn-colour : the lesser and 
middle wing-coverts are yellowish ; each feather 
with a small black spot towards its tip : the se- 
condary and greater quills are grey i. the throat .is> 
of a bright reddish, yellow: the heck, and the 
breast are the ^me, with all the feathers (q)rinkled 
with semicircular black spots ; the belly, the thighs, 
and the abdomen, are pure white : the beak is- 
red : the feet are reddish, and the daws are black. 
Only one specimen is known, which is in the* 
museum of Paris i it is described by Temminck, 
and noticed by Vieillot in his new arrangement of 
birds. Said to be a native of India. 


BLACK-NECKED T URNIX. 

(Turnix nigricoUis.) 

Tv. gutture eoUoque infsmre eorpore tapra einereo 

nigroque vano, tuUus einereo, alie albo maculatie. 



BLACK-NECKBQ TDRNIX. 

Tnrnix witli the throat and lower part of the neck Uadf ; Ae 
h<i4y shove varied with grtj, red, and black'} h^ea^ grey; 
wings spotted with white. 

Tetrao nigriocdlis. Omd. Sgtt. Nat. 1. 

Perdix nigricoUis. Ind. Om. 2. 656. Aff. 

Hemipodius nigricoUis. TVmn. Oatt. Ind. 764. 

Coiji^ix Madagascariensis. Brits. Om. l. 252 . l6.p^. 26./.% 
lA^i^de Madagascar. Buff. Oit. 2.479. — 

T^^&HEbgnan. Temm. Pig. et GaU. 3 . 6lff. 

Black-necked QuaU. ZatA. Gen. Sjfn. 4 . 791. 39. 

Size of the common Quail : length between six 
and seven inches : the upper part and sides of the 
head and the nfick white, black, and rufous mixed : 
the upper part^^the neck and body are variegated 
with grey, rumm,,and black, in streaks and spots 
of the latter colour: wing-coverts varied with 
tufous and grey, with a few irregular spots of yel- 
■ lowish white, most of which are accompanied by a 
streak of black > 8Cfi|liilai9 nearly the same ; some 
of the feathers striped with whitish : quills brown ; 
the three or four, outer ones bordered with white : 
chin and fore-part of^the neck black, ending in a 
point on the breast, which is grey, with rufous 
sides: the sides of the body, belly, thighs, and 
vent, grey : tail varied with rufous and black, and 
is transversely waved : the feet and the beak are 
greyish yellow. 

This speqies inhabits kfada^car, but nothing 
is known of* its manners. 
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F16HTIN0 tOfiNISC. 

(Tumix PugAax.) 

TO. giiUiHft n^o, tuperaUu temforSnuque dbo et 
tiUit, corpore tupra r^iucente, nigro et albo variegato, stt6iu$ . 
alio et n^o tramverso Uneato. 

Turnix mth the throat blaek ; the eyebrows and temples spotted, 
with black and white; the body above reddish, variegated 
with Mack and white; beneath white, transversdy striped 
with black. 

HeUipodius pugnax. Tenm. Gall. lad. 7A4. 

Turnix combattant. Team. Fig. eFGal^^i p. 012. 

A SINGULAR and hitherto undescribed species^ 
except by Temminck, who records it nearly 
follows. Its total length is about A ve inches and 
a half or six inches : the of the head is of a 
dusky brown, tinged with red : its eyebrows, space- 
between the beak and eyps, the cheeks, and mark 
behind the eyes, are white, varied with black spots 
the throat is deep black : the nape is redi^h: the 
back, the rump, ^he coverts which hide the tail,, 
and the scapulars, are l»>owh,: varied wiHi red, and 
iffdrked neaf the ti^‘ 'leather with severkl 

transverse' undiilated bahd^' of dee^ black : sehle 
of the scapulars are irr^;ularly spotted with black,; 
and the whole are long^tiidhlaUy edged with white 
the sides and f6re*pariK^ the neck, the breai|^ the 
upper part of the bipjp ahd'^e wifij^-covieriSi^:^ 
equally sti^ed wiih^£b^'h&^ and^iliite'bifisd^ 
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the latter slightly shaded with reddish : the lower 
part of the belly and the under parts are of a 
rusty red, and spotless : the quills and secondaries 
are brown ; the first quill outwardly edged with 
whitish yellow throughout its whole length : the 
beak is yellowish, but brown at its tip : the feet 
ai^e brownish yellow : the eyes are straw-coloured. 

This bird inhabits Java, where it is greatly prized 
on account of its pugnaceous disposition, the in- 
habitants amusing themselves by setting the males 
to fight> in the same way that Game Cocks are 
used to do in England. 


JLUZONIAN TURNIX*. 

(Turnix thorackus.) 

Tu. capiie albOf punctis nigris variegato^ corpore supra nigres^ 
cente-griseo^ subtus Jlavescente^ pectore badio, tectricibus alarum 
apice flams macula nigrd. , 

Turnix with a white head, variegated with black spots; the 
body above dusky grey, beneath yellowish ; the breast ches- 
nut; the wing-coverts yellow at the tip, with a spot of 
black. 

Tetrao Luzoniensis. GmeU Syst. Nat. 1. 767. 

Perdix Luzoniensis/ Lath. Ind, Om. 2. 656. 48. 

Hemipodius thoracicus. Temm. Gall. Ind. 755. 

Caille de I’lsle Lugon. Sonner^ Vcy. Ind. 54.^/. 23. 

Turnix A plastron roux. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. 622- 

Luzonian Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 79^* 
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Discovered by Sonnerat in the Isle of Lui^on, 
one of the Philippines : it is rather less th^ the 
common Quail, and is about seven inches in 
length : the top of the head, the cheeks, and the 
nape, are covered with black and white spots, the 
former being most numerous : the feathers of the 
throat are white, tipped with black : the under" 
part of the neck and the breast are fine bright 
red : the belly is of a bright yellowish : the sides, 
the thighs, and the abdomen, are the same : the 
back, the rump, and the feathers covering the 
tail, are grey>brown, marked with , delicate zigzag 
black lines: the greater and lesser wing-coverts 
are whitish yellow, varied with black spots, with a 
bright red transverse stripe above each of the 
latter : the greater feathers of the wings are grey- 
brown, and spotless, and the tail is very short : 
the beak and feet are grey. 


STRIPED TDRNIX. 

(Turnix faeciatus.) 

Tu. vertice nigro, cermce rufo, corpore supra fusco^nigro macu- 
latOj subtus riifoj guld pecioreque albo nigroque transversim 
Jasciatis. 

Turnix with the crown black the nape of the neck rufous ; the 
body above brown^ spotted with black ; beneath rufous ; with 
the throat and breast transversely striped with white and 
black. 

Hemipodius fasciatus. Temm, GalL Jnd. p. 

Turnix ray6. Temm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p. 634. 



S94 


SPOTTED TUBMIX. 


Rather above five inches in length : the whole 
of the fore-part of the neck, the sides of the head 
and of the breast, are transversely striped with 
black and white : the belly and the abdomen are 
of a spotless red : the top of the head is black : 
the region of the eyes is striped alternately with 
white and black : the nape is of a bright red : the 
back and the rump are brown, varied with black 
and red : the wing-coverts are transversely striped 
with black and white; the feathers nearest the 
body have their outer webs black, tipped with 
grey : the quills are grey : the feet and beak are 
yellowish. 

One specimen only is known, which is described 
by Temminck from the rich collection of the Pa- 
risian Museum. 


spotted turnix. 

(Turnix maculosus.) 

Xu- eorpore supra rufo, macuUs nigris, spadiceis, albis et plum-^ 
beis variis, subtus rufescente, tanid longitudinali albd in ver- 
tice, super dim' rujis. 

l^rnix with the body above rufous, varied with spots of black, 
chesnut, white, and lead-colour j beneath reddish ; the crown 
with a longitudinal white band ; the eyebrows red. 

Hemipodius maculosus. Temm. GaU, Ind. p. 7d7‘ 

l^mix Moudiet& Temm. Pig. et GaU. 3. p. 631, 
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This bird is distinguished by its very short tail, 
which scarcely exceeds the tips of the wings when 
closed: its length is five inches : the top of the 
head is varied with black spots, and the whole of 
the feathers are tipped with greyish red : a white 
band extends over the crown : the eyebrows, the 
sides of the neck, and the nape, are bright red: 
the throat and the cheeks are reddish white : the 
fore-part of the neck, the breast, the belly, the 
sides, and the thighs, are red, and (with the ex- 
ception of the feathers of the sides and those of the 
edge of the breast, which are varied with stripes 
of black and reddish white,) they are spotless : 
the feathers of the top of the back and the sca- 
pulars are black in the centre, bordered with 
white, and tipped with red : those of the middle 
of the back, and the long ones which hide the tail, 
are deep black, varied with rufous undulations, 
and slightly edged with yellowish : the scapulars 
are a trifle spotted with grey-blue; the wing- 
coverts are reddish yellow; the whole of the 
feathers with a black spot near the tip, and the 
longer ones with the inner webs red, spotted with 
black : the quills and the secondary feathers are 
bright grey, edged with reddish white : the feet 
and the beak are fine yellow. 

Discovered during the last voyage of Baudin in 
New Holland. 
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AKPALUSIAN TURNIX. 

(Tumix tacbydromus.) 

Tu. aorport rufb nigr^unduhto, subtus flavescente, imnid^ longU' 
tudinali rufetcenie alhdin vertices superciliis rufescenfiHus. 
Turnix with the body undulated with black ; beneath yel- 
lowish \ the crowh with a ibngitudinal reddish white band 
the eyebrows reddish. / ' 

Hemipodius tachydromus^ Tetnm^ Gall^ Ind, ^56. 

Tetrao Andalusicus. Gmel. Spsi. Nat 1. 766 * 

Ferdix Andalusica. Latk^'Ind* Qrn.2, 656. 46. 

Tumix tachydrdtne. i7)pnm, Tig* et Gall. 2* Gi6* 

Andalusian Quail. iMih* Gin^ ^yn: A, 791* 38*/)/. in front, 

' ‘ K 

Six inches in length t top of Ae head dusky' 
brown, divided longitudinally with three reddish- 
yellow bands, the two outward of which form a 
kind of brow over each eye; the third passes 
down the middle of the cro\^ : the throat is white r 
the fore>part of the neck and the breast are pure- 
rufous, edged with yellowish on their sides, and 
each feather with a small crescent of black: the 
sides are bright red, sprinkled with a ibw black 
spots: the middle of .the belly, the abdomen, and 
the under tail-coverts, ari* white : the nape is 
greyish red, waved with bl^k and red : the back, 
the rump, and the scapulars, are varied with lon- 
gitudinal waves of red and black, running parallel 
with the margin of the feathers : the edges of all 
the feathers of the scapulars are white : the wing- 
. coverts are yellow ; the greater ones with a red 
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^ot on their inner, and a black one, on their outer 
webs; the lesser coverts have a black spot on 
each web : the quills are grey, outwardly fringed 
with white : the feet and the beak are brown. 

This species visits the southern parts of Spain in 
its annual migrations from Africa. 


GIBRALTAR TURNIX. 

(Turnix lunatus.) 

Tu. corpore supra Jmco nigro’JasdaiOt, sultus Jlavescente^albo, 
tectricibus alarum macuhtis^ guU^ albo iiigroque fasmaia^ pec* 
tore lunulis nigris^ 

Turnix with the body aboTe browDj, fiuciated with black ; be- 
neath yellowish white ; the wing-coverts spotted; the throat 
striped with white and black; the breast with black cres- 
cents. 

Hemipodius lunatus. Temm. GaU. Ind, J5Q. 

Tetrao Qibraltaricus. GmeL Syst, Nat.^ 1. 766. 

Perdix Gibraltarica. Laih, Ind. Orn, 2. 656* 45. 

Turnix k croissants. Temm, Pig, et Gall. 3. 629. 

Gibraltar Quail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 790. 37. 

This rare species is thus described by Latham : 
" Length six inches and a half: beak black: 
crown chesnut-brown, fringed with white : back 
the same, barred with, black : wing.coverts rusty 
brown; in the middle of each a black spot, sur> 
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rounded with white, which also ends the feathers ; 
chin and throat barred black and dusky white : 
breast white, with a crescent of black on each 
feather, except down the middle, which is of a pale 
rust-colour; and there is likewise a mixture of 
this last along with the black : belly, sides, and 
vent, paler, inclining to yellow: quills and tail 
dusky ; the last short, and striated with black and 
rufous brown, fringed with white : legs pale : toes 
only three in number, all placed forwards.” 

This bird inhabits the countries on the African 
coast of the Mediterranean, and occasionally visits 
the southern shores of Spain. 


HOTTENTOT TURNIX. 


(Turnix Hottentottus.) 

Tu. veriice mgricante, riifo~maculato,guUurc alboy corpore supra 
et subius albescente^rufo, nigro^’mfo et albescente maculato, 
ventre imo abdomineque albescentibus, 

Turnix ^iih the crown dusky^ spotted with white ; the throat 
white ; the body above and beneath whitish red, spotted with 
reddish black and whitish 5 the lower belly and abdomen 
whitish. 

Hemipodius Ilottentotvs. Temm, Gall. Ind. p. J57, 

Tnrnix Hottentot. Tenm. Pig. et Gall. 3. p, 636. 
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This species, which is not only the smallest of 
the present genus, but of the gallinaceous birds, 
is about the size of a Lark, and measures five 
inches in length: the top of the head is black, 
each feather being tipped with rufous : a small 
dash passes over the crown to the nape : the eye- 
brows are rufous ; the throat is white, each feather 
tipped with bright red, which colour is expanded 
over the cheeks: the sides and fore-part of the 
neck, the breast, and lateral parts of the body, 
are reddish white, with a broad but short band of 
deep black towards the tip, which latter is yel- 
lowish white ; the middle of the belly and the 
abdomen are of a whitish yellow, spotted with 
brown : the nape is grey, varied with deeper grey : 
the back, the scapulars, and the rump, are striped 
and waved with spots and lines of deep red and 
black : the scapulars are edged with a broad white 
band, which is accompanied interiorly with one 
of deep black : the wing-coverts are varied with 
red, white, and black; the red occupying the 
inner, and the black and white the outer webs : 
the quills and secondaries are bright brown, tipped 
and fringed with yellowish white : the feathers of 
the tail are varied with waved black and red 
stripes, and large white spots : the beak is brown, 
and the feet are yellow. 

This species is one of the numerous discoveries 
of that indefatigable naturalist Le Vaillant, who 
communicated the following circumstance rela- 
tive to its history to Temminck. “■ This bird is 
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^und in the vicinity of the Cape of Good Hope, 
but is there extremely scarce ; though among the 
ipountains of the Auteniquois Hottentots, towards 
tbe bay of Plettemberg, it is very abundant : it 
lives on the wild herbs of the desert: the female 
deposits eight eggs of a dirty white ; and she 
differs from the male in being more dingy in 
colour/* , 
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TINAMUS- TINAMOU.. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum gracile, rectum, de- 
. pressum,. ktius quam al- 
turn, apice rotundato, ob- 
tufio f . culmine lato^ .versus 
apicem declivi. * 
JVamlaterales, mediae, ovatm, 
patulae, apertae. 

tetradactyli, fiaai, pol- 
liee bvevissimo, innstente. 
Ca/uda. nulla, aut brevissima 
plumia uropygii obtecta. 

Aim breves. 


BedK slender, straight, de^ 
pressed, broader than high^ 
the lip rounded andobtuse; 
the ridge /broad and bent 
down towards, the tip. 
JVoa^T^lateral^ medial, ovatei 
expanded, .and open. 

Feet four-toed, deft, the hind 
toe extremely short 
Tail none, or very short, and 
covered by the feathers of 
the rumpi 
Wings short. . 


Tinamvs. Latham, Temm,^ 
CsYPTURUs. lUiger,. 
Gryptura. VieUlot, 
Tbtrao. Gmd. 

Peroix. Briss. 


This genus was first established by LatKami who - 
describes four species: since his time, however, 
the discoveries of d’Azara and Temminck have* 
increased the species to twelve : they are all natives^ 


V. XI. F. II. 


«7 
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TINAMOU. 


of South Ameiica, and are very dull birds ; their 
flight is heavy, low, and of little duration, but they" 
run with great celerity: some species reside in 
the open fields, while others prefer the borders of 
woods : they live in small scattered coveys : their 
food consists of insects and fruits : their eggs are 
deposited in a hole or furrow ready formed on the 
ground : they are very numerous, and are usually 
produced twice ha the year : both sexes resemble 
each other : their flesh is said to be white, firm, 
and succulent, forming a wholesome nourishment, 
but their rump and thighs are sometimes very 
bitter, which is attributed to their food ccmsisting 
principally of the fruit of certain trees at particular 
periods of the year. 

Temminck hasformedtwodivisionsof this genus, 
and given a hint respecting a third ; all of whida 
I have adopted; as I am decidedly of opinion that 
where there is any considerable variation in the 
Structure of animals, there will be found some dif- 
ference in the habits, when the subject becomes 
thoroughly investigated. 

I have omitted the Tinamou ray6 of Temminck, 
as it appears to be a doubtful species.* 

* Tinamus ondnlatiu. return. Gd/. Ind.p. 7SI. 
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A. €AU£rA wMi haUuce ehingaio^ Herlrm innitMe. 

A. TaU wanting i the hinder toe dbngated, and resting 
the ground. 


HUFltSClIlfT TINAMOU. 

(Tinatnus rufbsoeiis.)^ 

Ti. cofjtore fupra cinerascente-ru/b, plumis alBo nigro^ue trant^ 
veriim itriatUr fnargine alarum rtjkictnie^fvbro^ regione au^ 
rium nigrd, mbtus dilute Jlaveseente-rt^o, Juzco undulaio^. 
laterihu ahdomineque tineraicenttlue. 

Tinamou with the body above greyish, red^ transversely striped^ 
with black and white 5 the margin- of the wings rufous y 
the region of the ears black; beneath pale yellowish red>. 
wavedf with brown 3 the sides and abdomen greyislh 
Tinamus rufescens. Temm,. GaU, Ind. p, f 47 , 

Tinamou Guaza. Pig. it h; 55^^ 

Fn^fSEit idebes atdd a billt id length : the top df 
the head is spotibd ^ith blaclc and bordered with: 
rufous : a dusky spot covers the opening to the* 
ear/ and a hue dash the angle of the mouth t 
the shoulder^ the backy the widg«i6oyerts» the 
hitnp, add the ^theifs that hide the latter, are 
grey, shaded with reddish, and transv^ely striped 
with white and black : the quills, the outer bordef 
of the wl^ and ^ furious widg, ate rtis^ red t 
the throat is white : the neck, the breast, and the 
beify, mre rulbut, Che huM slightly striped tiahs- 
veni^j'' with fitascouji : the ifdAltamedr add Ad CideC> 
ate gr^riihftaried addblaicd^ t 
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the beak, which is long, and strongly curved, is of 
a brown-blue : the feet are pale red. 

This is the most beautiful of the genus : it is a 
native of Paraguay, residing among* thick herbage : 
it feeds night and morning, when it utters its cry, 
which is melancholy and'feeble : the female deposits 
seven eggs, of a fine brilliant violet hue, in a nest, 
or rather a hollow, situated beneath tufts of grass : 
the young reside within a short distance of each 
other, and not in families. 


SPOTTED TIMAMOU. 

^ ( Tinamus maoulosus.) 

Ti. corf ore supra Juseescente^rufo, plumis macuUs nigris con- 
jpersu et rufisc^nte-albo^miriatist remigibus secundariis irons- 
kM^sih rufb nigroque striatis^ guiture alio, coUo pedoreque 
^ macuKs Urngitudinalibus nigris, ^ 

Tinamou with the body abo^e brownish red; the ft|itiier8 
sprinkled with black spots, and edged with reddish white ; the 
smndary quills strip*^ trai^?ersdy with red and bladk; the 
thiroat white ; the neck and breast with longitudinal blac^ 
■' spots* ’ ’ ■ 

Tiiumua moo^osiis. Tenm. QtM. Ind. p. 746. 

HoSipou Ynambiii. Temm.iF^. H €i^.3.p.'557» 

^ inches: the feathers pn the top of 
the heij|d.i^ deep brai^ n^ked with whit^ and 
boi*de^4i(l mth rjeddish:; the throat is jvhite:; the 
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sides of the head, the neck, and t^e whole of the 
under parts of the body, are reddish white : the 
middle of each feather of the fore-part of the neck 
with dusky longitudinal spots : the feathers of the 
upper parts of the body are of a reddish brown, 
irregularly spotted with black, and edged with 
reddish white ; the lesser and middle wing-coverts 
are of a white-red, marked with deeper red, and 
striped transversely with- black : the secondary 
wipg-feathers are striped alternately with 'red and 
Idack : the quills are the same on their outer webs, 
and grey with red stripes on their inner : the beak 
is brown above and white beneath : the irides are 
bright red: the feet are pale brown. 

This species is abundant in Paraguay : the female 
lays six or eight eggs, of a violet tint, more dull 
than those of the preceding bird : the cry of this 
is very melancholy and unpleasant. A singular 
scheme is adopted for catching these birds, to 
supply the market of Buenos Ayres, which serves 
to exemplify their natural stupidity : the fowleit 
carries a pcde of from six to nine feet in length; at 
the top of which is attached a noose and an ostrich's 
feather ; with this instrument and a bag, he goes 
over the fields, and upon seeing a bird he rides 
circuitously up, and it immediatdly squats down 
and allows him to place the noose over its neck. 
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B. Cacda m Jveittm cgfKctaU^ plumu uropggii obteOa ,* pMee 
l^rtmmmo, in non uuitte^e. 

B. Tail omqMHed as ini a bnndle, and coveted bj: the fleatheta 
. of the nunp ; the Idnd toe very short, and not resting on tiw 
gronnd. 

a. Tanst forties Main, vofjwrepenaugsflitfMt. 
a. Torn too bddnd 5 the feathers of the body double. 

BBIiAT TINAMpQ. 

<TiaaiinM Braailiensis.) 

Ti. <orpore tt^mJiueo-oRvaiuo, jmnm t^n traarvartim itrioto, 
luUut atfemeatte-rttfb, Strike n^Ot rtnnphu tecutukriis 
nigroque trannertim slriatU. 

Unamou with the body above oUverbrown; lUgfatly transvasdy 
4;rii^ with black} beneath greyidt red} the crown nifeos} 
the secondary <],a^ transversely striated with rufena and 
blad(. 

ilnamuB BrasUiensls. Latk. Ind. Om, 2. 693. 1.— Temm, Gtdl. 
Ind, 748. 

^etrao v^’or. Qmd. <%«!•. H<i$. 1 . 707* 09. 

Podix nujor Bras i li e nais. Aim. 0r», 1. a37> 8> 
yacacagua. Bait. Sjfn. S3.9. 

^amou Magoua. Si^. Oi$, 4. SOf. 2i^Temm. Pig. et Gtdi. 
3 . 508 . 

Tinamon de Cayenne., PI, Bid. 470. 

Tiinmou. Adi. G«q, %t. 4. 734. 1. 

i ■■ 

Descbibbd as follows by Latham : ** Size of ai 
fpwl: length eighteen inches: beak black: the, 
top of the head is deep rufous : the general colour 
the plumage greyish brown, inclining .to oliye| 
with a mixture of white on the upper parts of thf 
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belly and sides, and of greenish on the neck : upper 
part of the back, wing-coverts, and tail, marked 
with dusky transverse spots j fewest on the last : 
the sides of the head, throat, and fore-part of the 
neck, not well clothed with feathers : the secondary 
quills have a mixture of rufous, and the greater 
quills plain ash-colour: the tail is short: the legs 
yellowish brown ; the hind part of them very 
rough, the scales standing out, apd giving the 
appearance of the bark of the fir tree” 

This Species inhabits the great forests of French 
Guiana and Cayenne, and roosts upon the lower 
branches of trees, two or three feet from the 
ground : the female lays from twelve to fifteen 
€ggs, the size those of a hen, and of a beautiful 
green colour : the nest is formed on the ground, 
among the thick herbage, near the root of some 
large tree, and is constructed of moss and dried 
vegetables. The young rah‘ after the mother 
almost a»soon as hatched; asid hide themselves on 
the least appearance of danger : their food con- 
sists of fruit and grain of all kinds, as wdi as 
worms and insects. Their cry may be heard a 
great way off, mid is a kind of dull nThistle, vdiich 
is uttered every evening at sunset, and again at 
sunrise : this the Indians imitate, and by that 
means decoy the birds within reach of the gun : 
they dso take many during the nij^t,. while roost- 
ing on the trees : the flesh and eggs are esteemed 
a great dainty. 
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(Tinamus Tao.) 

Ti, corpore supra nigreuente^ dnereo undulata^ iupetciliis ttrid 
cerokali gents collojjue superiore maculis nigris et albis con- 
spersis, venire cinerascente, diluHore undulato, ahdomine rufo 
fiigro un^ato. 

Tinamou with the body above dusky* undulated with grey, the 
supeiellia, cervical stria* thf cheeks* and upper part of the 
neck* sprinkled with black and white spots ; the belly, greyish* 
undulated with paler j the abdomen rufous* undulated with 
black. 

Tinamus Tao. Temm.^aU, Ind. p. 749 . 

Tinamou Tao. Temm. Pig. ei Gall. 3. p. 56g. 

The total length of this species is twenty inches : 
its head is dusky, with grey spots ; the sides of 
the forehead and a dash passing over the eyes, to 
die middle of the posterior part of the neck, where 
the. dash of the opposite side forms an union; 
these, and also the cheeks, the under part of the 
throat, and the upper part of the base of the neck, 
as well as its sides, are varied witii black and 
white : the chin and the throat are white, ob* 
scurely varied with dusky : the sides of the head 
are dusky, and a dash of the same covers the ears, 
and descends in a band towards the under part of 
the neck, separating the validated superciliary 
line from the rest of the neck ; the lower part of 
which and the breast are grey, finely dotted with 
dusky : the whole of the back, the rump, and the 
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-wing-coverts, are black, undulated with grey : the 

tail-coverts the same, but less distinctly undulated, 

and towards their tip more dusky, and slightly 

spotted with grey : the belly is grey, marked with 

veiy obscure waves : the abdomen and thighs are 

reddish, waved with black : the knees are encircled 

with a brown belt : the under tail-coverts are fer- 

• 

ruginous, with the edges of the feathers undulated 
with black: the quills are uniform dusky: the 
secondaries are waved with deep grey, the bands 
being rntfre distinct on those nearest the body : the 
tail-feathers are dusky, with white undulations; 
the tarsi are lead-colour : the beak is blackish grey, 
and the irides brownish red. 

This species was discovered by I)*Azara in the 
province of Para in Bnuz^, where it is called 
Ynambu-taOf from whence its name. 


b. Tarsi postice IcBoif corporis penruB simplices. 
b. Tarsi smooth behind, the body with simple feathers. 

t ■ 

VARIEGATED TINAMOU. 

(Tinamus variegatus.) 

Ti. corpo/re supra lateribusque J^co^igrkantibuSf rufoque trahSm 
versim striatiSf guli ventreque rufescente^albis, vertke 
vkeque nigricantibust coUo pectoreque rufis. 

Tinamou with the body above and sides dusky broWn, trpms- 
versely striped with rufbus; the throat and belly red^sh 
white; the crown and nape dusky; the neck and breast 
rufous. 
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Tinamw wi^tUB. Ind. Om. 2. 634. 3,—Tetm, GaU. 

Ini. 750. 

Tetrao variegatus. Gmd. Sytt. Nat. 1. 768. 65. 

Tinamott Tari6. Om. 4. 41 1 Pi. Enl. 828. — Tmtn. 

Pig. et Galt, 3, 596. 

Variegated Tinamou. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 726. 3. pi. 65. 

This beautiful species is twelve inches in le'ngth, 
and is distinguished from all others by the length 
of its beak and the shortness of its tail : the top of 
its head, the occiput, and a portion of the nape, 
are deep black : ^e cheeks are black, varied with 
brown and red : the throat is white, slightly shaded 
with reddish : the neck, the breast, and uj^er part 
of the belly, are lively red : the belly is reddish 
white or yebow: the feathers of the sides are 
brown, varied with transverse reddish yellow stripes, 
which towarda the thighs, and on the under tail- 
coverts, are tinged with white : the back and the 
whole of the remainder of the under parts of the 
body are deep dusky brown : the feathers of the 
back and scapulars have towards their tips a single 
transver^ band of yeQowish red} those of the 
wing'COverts haVe a second band towards their 
middle ; those of the rump and the upper coverts 
.to the tail possess two . of these bands : the se- 
condaries and quills are grey-brown ; the former 
with a few , spots and bands of reddish towards 
t^rtip ; iilbst numerous on the feathers nearest 
the body : the Inl-feathers are dusky grey, striped 
towards their tip with bright red : the upper man- 
dible of the beak ia dosky^ey ; the under white : 
the feet are dusky brown, and the claws are brown. 
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This fpecles inhabits Giuasia« female lays 
or twelve egg% rather less than those of a 
Pheasant, and are remarkabte for their brilliaiit 
lilac hnOt 


MACACO TINAMOU. 
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(Tinamus adspersus.) 

Tf, corpore colloquy mpra Jutcescente^hrU, nigra tranmrsim 
undulatis aertice Jusco, gutture alba, C(Jh status pectare 
ventreque cinerascentHus, saturatius cinereo nigroque undu^ 
latis, abdamine albescente^ 

Tinamou with the body and neck above brownish red, tnina* 
Tersely waved with black; the crown brown; the throot 
white ; the neck beneath,: the brc^iist, and belly greyish, un- 
dulated with black and deep grey; abdomen whitish. 
Tinamus adspersus. Ternm. GoJUU. Ind. p. 78. 1 
Tinamou Macaco. Temm.JPig. et Gall, 3. p, 585. 

This scarce species is thus recorded by Tern- 
minck : About eight inches in length : the top 
of the head is of a deep brown : the throat whitish^, 
shaded with greyish : the upper part of the neck 
is of a brownish £ed» waved with dusky stripea : 
the anterior part of its base is greyish, waved with 
dusky : the whq)e of tl^e upper parts of the body 
are brown red, transversely, but irregularly waved 
with* narrow black stripes; the wing-coverts and 
rump are reddish brown/ shaded with grey : the 
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breiwt is grey-rbfolis, varied with deeper : the belly 
is the same, biit more bright : the abdomen and the 
thighs are diHy white, waved vdth ferruginous, 
except the middle of the abdomen, which is of an 
uniform colour: the coverts concealing the tail are 
white-rufous, irregularly barred with black and fer- 
ruginous : the quills are brownish : the secondaries 
and the greater wing-coverts are grey-brown, varied 
with transverse zigzag black lines : the tail-feathers 
are brown at their base, and striped with faint 
zigzag lines of black at their tip : the under wing- 
coverts are brownish : the irides are reddish brown . 
Inhabits Brazil.” 


CIKEaEOUS TINAMOU. 

(Tinamos cinereus.) 

Ti« eorpore supra ei subtus Juseescente^cinereOf vertice coUoque 
suJbrufis. 

Tinamou with the body above and beneath fiiacous brown ; the 
crown and neck subrufous. » 

Tinamua cinereus. Lathr. Ind. Orn. 2. 633. 2. — Temm, GaU. 
Ind. 760. 

Tetnur dnerensi ' Gmel, Sjj^^ Nai. J . 768. 64. 

Tinamou oend|& Ois* 4. 5 lO^Temm. Pig. et G0II0 S. 

■ ■ -: 

Cincnmu Lath. Gen, S;^. 4, 2. 

THE'C^ereous Tinamo# is one of the number 
described by Latham: it is about one foot in 
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length : the whole of the plumage is of an uniform 
grey>brown, shaded on the head and hinder part 
of the neck with reddish : the upper mandible of 
the beak is duskyj and the under dirty white : the 
feet are grey-brown : the tail is very short, and 
entirely hidden by its upper coverts. It is a 
native of Brazil and Guiana, but is very rare. 


APSaUIA TINAMOU. 

(Tinamus obsoletus.) 

Ti. corpora supra Juscescente-nigro^ rufoque UvUer nebulosot 
cervke cMoque supra saturatioribus^ partibus omnibus infe^ 
riorUms rufis, lateribus nigro transversim striaiis, caudd bre^ 
raismmd* 

Tinamou with the body above brownish blacky slightly cloudy 
with vufous ; the nape and neck above darkest ; all the under 
parts of the body rufous 3 the sides transversely striped with 
black 3 the tail very short. 

Tinamus obsoletus. Temm, Gall. IntL p.'Jb. 

Tinamou Apequia. Tanm. Pig, et GalL 3 . d68. 

From seven to nine inches in length : the pre- 
vailing colour of the feathers of the sides of. the 
head and the throat is greyish red : the top of the 
head and the hinder part of the neck are 4usky 
brown : the forerpart neck, the breast, the 

sides, and the . belly, are^e rusty red : the fea^era 
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on the sides of the^bodji which fall over the th^hs^ 
and those of the iAdomen> are red, idth broad 
Stripes of black : the back, the rump, the smaller 
wing-coverts, and the outmr webs of the secondary 
feathers, are dusky brown, shaded with red i the 
inner webs of the latter and die quills are of an 
uniform grey: this legs are fillimot-ccdour : the 
irides orange, and the beak reddish. Inhabita 
Braaal. 


V OARIANA TIMAMOV. 

Cnnamus sMgulosus.) 

Ti. eorpore tuprd jftumi* verntt apiem nigrd dreun- 

dtttii, iegminibut atatMn mactdit fiaxM itriitfue it^gris va- 
riqpOu, Jronte vertieequt nigrit, coUo rtifo, wrpi>rt satitu 
dnenueente etjlavetcinteundulato, eoudd longd, 

TlnamoQ with the body SboVe reddish, the feathers sutfotihded 
with hladt towards the Up i Uie wh^-ooverts vari^jated With 
ydlow spots and black stripes ; the body beneath undulated 
with dusky and ydlowidi; the tall long. 

Tinamus striguldsus. Tama. OaU. Ind.p. ysS. 

Tinamou Oariana. Team. Pig. et Gall. 2.p. J52. 

' ■ . ■ *-;i ’ . 

This inhisiilh the fftovince of Para in 
where it is^^ed ^Yuambu jUiArntt it is tteer 
smren inchei in lenj^ : the forehead is biaeh, as 
is also the to^ df the hqod : the thr^t is itMte, 
.dightly ^rinkfled with r^UUidi: the ch^s, the 
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occiput, the nape, andthe whole of the lower parts 
of the neck, are deep red: the breast and the 
sides are lead-colour, shaded with olive : the belly 
is of an ashy yellow, varied wiiJt nearly obsolete 
waves of a bright ash : the noiddle of the abdomen 
is white, and its sides varied with dusky brown 
and yellow : the tail-coverts afe red, tipped with 
reddish white, and undulated with black : the 
back, tiie scapulars, and the lesser wing-coverts, 
are deep reddish, each feather with a slight black 
border towards thegtip : the feathers of the rump 
and tail-coverts are the same, broadly striped with 
black: the greater wing-coverts and the outer 
edge of the secondary feathers are varied with 
black waves, and motUed with small spots of yel- 
lowish: the tail-feathers are grey-blue, olive to- 
wards their tip, with a spot bf black and another 
of yellow at a short distance from the tip : the 
base of the lower mandible is white, the rest of 
Ihe beak brown : the legs and toes gre3^sh yellow. 


TATAUPA TINAMOU. 

(Haamus 

Ti. eorpore tupra mgreteente-ru/bp verHee tempofiim etrvietgiii 
dnerateente nigrit, jpUture ceUopu aUut peetore, ttiUut et 
margine alarum emeratetni^/lumieu, pbmit Jdmrwa nigrit 
alba margiaatit. 
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Tinamou with the body above dusky rufous ; the crown, tem- 
ples, and nape, dusky black ; the throat and neck white ; the 
breast, under parts, and edges of the wings, cinereous lead- 
colour j the feathers of the thighs black, edged with white. 
Tinamus Tataupa. ^Temm. Gall. Ind.p. 

Tinamou Tataupa. Temm. Pig. et 6 aU. 3. p, 590. 

Nine or nine inches and a half in length : the 
top of the head, the cheeks, the occiput, and part 
of the nape, are black,, slightly shaded with lead- 
colour: the throat and part of the front of the 
neck are white : the lower p^t of the neck, the 
breast, and the belly, are grey lead-colour: the 
back, the lesser and middle wing-coverts, are of a 
dusky red, with the coverts that are nearest the 
edge of the wing tinged with lead-colour: the 
secondary feathers and the quills are grey-brown : 
the feathers of the sides are brown-lead ; those of 
the thighs and the sides of the. rump are black; 
the whole slightly bordered with white : the under 
tail-coverts are striped with bright red and black t 
the legs arc glossy reddish violet : the beak and 
irides are bright red. 

This species is a native of Brazil, frequenting 
the vicinity of habitations : it resides among thick 
herbage, where it deposits its eggs, which are four 
in number, of a shining deep bide : the sexes live 
solitary: their cry is louder and more sonorous 
than in any other of the genus : they are reared by 
the natives for their flesh, which is white, but 
insipid. 
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(Tiiiamus nanus.) 

Ti. corpore coUoque supra rufo, albo nigroque variigatis^ subtus 
albido, pectore longitudinaliter, lateribus transversim rufo et 
mgricante striatis^ fronte cervice temporibusque rufescentibus 
nigro^punctatis. 

Unamou with the body and neck above rufous, variegated with 
white and^black ; beneath whitish ; the breast longitudinally, 
and the sides transversely, striated with rufous and dusky ; 
the forehead, nape, and temples, reddish, spotted with black. 

'Hnamus nanus. Temm, GalL Ind* p. 753. 

Tinamou carape. Temm, Pig, et GalL 3. 600. 


This species is described by D’Azara nearly as 
follows : length six inches ; the under parts of the 
body are whitish ; the fore-part of the neck being 
marked with long reddish spots, and the sides of 
the body being transversely striped with black and 
reddish white: the forehead, the sides, and the 
hinder part of the head, are bright red, spotted 
with dusky : the feathers on the top of the head 
are dusky, obsoletely spotted and edged with dirty 
white : those of the top of the neck and the rump 
are varied with red, white, and black, the former 
being also spotted with white : the quills and outer 
coverts of the wings are transversely striped with 
black and reddish, and spotted with white: the 
tarsi are bright olive : the upper mandible of the 
beak is brown, and the lower whitish. 

This bird inhabits the fields of Paraguay, fre- 

V. XI. P. II. 28 
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quenting only those that ve well clothed with 
herbage, among which it conceals itself : its man- 
ners are very similar to those of the rest of the 
species of this^enus, living a solitary life, and 
never frequenting the woods : it runs well, but 
flies with difficulty, never more than about twenty 
paces at a time : it will not bear confinement. 


LITTLE TINAMOU. 

’ (Tittamus soni.) 

Ti. torpore «^gfro jMnim w^uioto, nMut 

vnitM temporibut eervieeque nigris, i^oiUo 
tubifu cmeraicente’olivaeeo. 

TbiuMU with the bodj above btowniah red, aUghtly doniM 
with Uack j beaeath ^yish red ; the crown, tendplee, and 
oqie, hladk} the neck |ieneath greyish olive. 

']p|t)^us Soni. ZiotA. Jnd, Om, 2. 634. 4^Tmm, Golf. Ind. 

' 75 *. ’ " 

Tetrao Soni. Gme/. Sptt. Nat. l. 76S. 66. • 

lie Soni, on petit Hnamou. Ou. 4. S\2^Baff. PI. Enl. 

B2gi-^Temm,Pig.«taalLi.Bgf. 

Idtile Thimoa. 

TiftB u a]^ilt nlil inches in length ; the top of 
the head, tho cheeksi and the whole of the hinder 
fiayt of tile neck,^^l|C8 dusky grey : the throat is 
white : the fore-phrt <t||.the neck, the breasi^ and 
the aHesb are olive-btP^» or brown yaried vith 
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^ed: the belly and the thighs bright reddish 
yellow : the abdomen is of a deep red, varied with 
small atripes of yellow : the tail'Coverts are whitish 
yellow : the back, the rump, tKb scapulars, the 
wing'Coverts, and the tail, are of an uniform red- 
brown : the feathers of the wings and those of the 
tail are grey-brown: the upper mandible of the 
beak is dusky grey; the under whitish ; and the 
feet are brown. It varies a little in its colours. 

This species is a native of Guiana, and differs 
slightly ip its manners from the rest of the genus, 
in that it constructs its nest in the lower branches 
of trees: this is of a hemispherical shape, about 
six inches broad and five deep, and is composed of 
leaves. The female lays three or four eggs, nearly 
round, and about the size of those of a Pigeon ; 
these and the flesh are greaUy esteemed, 



. The genus llliger resembles uie 

gallinaceous type, .#s Cuvier has asserted. The 
tarsi are short and are covered with feathers, as 
are also the toes/^which are only three in number, 
abort, and united at their base : the wings are long 
and pointed^ Only one species is known, the 
Tetrao paradoxufM Latham. 


Another genus of undvtain situation, the Tocro, 
Odmtcfhorvs OtttVine}mV,'^erdix dentatus of La> 
tham) is omitted in tlH above account ^f the 
GaUinacese. jlt.^eatly resembles the birds of the 
genus (^yx^ but,'4i0brs in many respects from 
them: it ponsfssestheilbUbwing characters : beak 
smooth at tba base; above convex; the sides 
gteatly. compressed; the under mandible towards 
the lip bidentate: the orbits and lores naked: 
the tail short, bent down, consisting of twelve 
feathers. 



ORDER 


STRUTHIONES- 


RoUtrum mediocre, rectum, depressum, culmine aut liPoo aid 
carinaio, apice rotundaio, obtuso vel acuto. 

Gaput eahmm aut plumocum. 

Pedbs cunorii, didactyli wl tridactyli; Femora supra genuA 
plumis denudatA* 

AisM breves, volatuinepta. " ' 

Beak ine<Kd; straight, depressed t the ridge smooth or keekd, 

. the tipToundedj obtuse^' or aeute* 

Head naked or%athered. v " 

Feet formed for running, four^-toed o^itbrec^toed ; Ubie thighs 
above the knee destitute of feS^lfirs.' 

short, unfit for flight, v ^ ; ‘ 

This order embraces some of the lafgest of the 
class, containing only the ostrichJike birds : they 
are all noted for the rapidity with which they ruhy 
ill which they are assisted by their wings, which 
are very short. 

Cuvier observes that the birds included in this 
onier differ from all other bir^ in that the sternum 
is destitute of a ridge or The muscl^ bf 

the breast are so small' ju|'n^* to Rave pOw^ 
enough to expand the wings sufSciently to enable 
them to support the body of the bird in the air : 
on the contrary, those of the legs and thighs are 
very large, and remar^ly (Strong, being well 
adapted for long ^nd po#^i1 strides. 
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These birds are all extremely voracious, swal> 
lowing without discriminationalmost any substance 
not too large to pass down the oesophagus, that is 
presented to them: they feed on vegetables of 
various kinds: they are polygamous, each male 
associating with tl^ee or four females, who deposit 
their eggs in a general nest ; and from ignorance 
of that circumstance, Linne has asserted that the 
female Ostrich lays near fifty eggs, whereas she 
does not produce more than twelve or fourteen at 
one time. 

The Dodo of Edwards appears to have existed 
only in the ima^nation of that artist, os the species 
has been utterly extirpated since his time, which 
is scarcely p^bable. Its beak is safd to be de- 
posited in the Aslanolean Museum, Oxford, and 
a foot in the collection in the British Museum. 
The former appears rather to belong to some 
unknown species of Albatross than to a bird of 
this order, and the latter to another unknown bird ^ 
but upon what authority it has been stated to 
belong to the Dodo, 1 am at a loss to determine. 
A painting by Edwards still exists in the British 
Museum. 

Two other speci||^of; Didus are described by 
i^tham and othezi^|at the same doubt attaches 
:^^ i|»oth of thorn as last mentioned. 



STRUTHIO. OSTRICH. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum rectum, n&ediocre, Beak straight, middle sizinl, 
depressum,. apice rotun- depressed,the apex rounded 

dato, pbtuso. and obtuse. 

Caput ealvum. Head^tiskedi. 

Pedes diHactyll: dijptis an- Feet two-toed, both toes in 
trorsum spectantibus. front, none behind. 

Alee brevei, remipbus nullis. no quills. 


Stbuthio. Auctorum. 

Only one species is known of this geniis, whose 
manners of life will be f6und detailed in the £bl< 
lowing pages. 


BLACK 


St. emfore nigr., fennii atbd griuo^ varUgatitf rimifjjiiim pri^- 
moHdurnetrieibtu^albit. i^.aAaBjutea uU moi mgfvr ett>y 
Ostrich with a blade t(ody, tl|e feathers varied with widte anA 
. grey ; the primary quiUf .ipd tail>fieathecB white. (Femaie 
browa Where the niiak is Vuieik.) 
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Struthio Camdus. RaiL Sj/n. p. 36. 1. — Wills, Orn. 104. fi. 

!U.-^Brus. Om. 5. Si—IAnn. Spst. Nat. l. 265.—XSnul. Syst. 

Nat. 1. JiS.^Laih. lad. Orn. 2. 663. 1. 

L’Autniche. Bttf. Ois. 1. 398. pi. 29. — Bt^. PI. Enl. 43/. 

female. 

Black Ostrich. Brotm. lU. Zool. pi. \6.—Atb. Birds. 3. pi. 33. 

Gent. Mag. I8. pi. in p. 380. — S^r. Voy. l.p. 130. 2. p. 81.— 

Lath. Gen. Syn. 3, 6. pi. 71. — Lath. Syn. Sup. 230. — Lath. 

Syn. Si^. II. 26B.— ‘Bing. Anim. Blog. 2. p. 273* 

This gigantic species is at once the largest and 
most remarkable of this class, exceeding all birds 
in its extraordinary magnitude, often measuring 
upwards of eight feet in height, and as many in 
length, from the tip of the beak to the end of the 
tail, but to the top of the back it seldom exceeds 
four feet 3 its . general appearance is peculiarly 
striking and attractive : its head is very small in 
proportion : its beak is four inches and a half in 
length, hom>c<d0ured, wkh the tip dusky: the 
eyelids are fringed with hair : irides hazel : the 
head and greater ^art of the neck are flesh- 
coloured, destitute of leaders, but slightly covered 
with a few scattered hairs: the feathers of the 
lower part of the neck and those of the body 
are black, with their webs peculiarly constructed, 
being very loose and somewhat crisped in ap- 
pearance : the quills an^taH-feathers are of a pure 
snowy white, beautifull|^, waving with the air, and 
•aom^ of them tipped and fringed with black : the 
whigs have each of them two spurs, about one. 
inch in length : the sides of the body and thighs 
are naked : the breast is armed with a hard callous 
substance : the legs are strong, of a greyish brown 
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Colour. The female differs in having those fea- 
thers brown that are black in the male. ■ 

Ostriches inhabit the sandy and burning deserts 
of Africa and Asia ; they are oftentimes found in 
large flocks, and commit great ravages amongst 
com-flelds in the interior of the country about the 
Cape of Good Hope, where they are extremely 
numerous, as they are also in the neighbouring 
islands. 

The Ostrich is one of the few polygamous birds 
found in a state of nature, one mde being generally 
seen with two or three, and frequently with five 
females : it has been commonly believed that the 
female, after depositing her eggs in the sand, and 
there covering them up, trusts them ^ be hatched 
by the heat of the climate, and leaves the young 
ones to shift for themselves ; but, however, it has 
been ascertained by recent observations, that no 
bird has a stronger affection for her offspring than 
this, and that none watches her .eggs with greater 
assiduity, as she also does the young when newly 
excluded, they not being able to walk for several 
days, during which time they are regularly sup- 
plied with*grass and water by the old birds, who 
likewise defend them from, harm, and will even 
encounter every danger in their defence. The 
females which are united to one male deposit $11 
their eggs in the same place, to the number of ten 
liter twelve each } these they hatch all together, the 
male also taking his turn of sitting on them : as 
many as sixty or 'seventy eggs have been observed 
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in one nest, and according to the observation of 
Le Vaillant, ten of a dozen are alwi^s placed at ^ 
little distance from the nest } .these are said to be 
intended for the first nourishment of the young : 
the nest appears to be only a hole in the ground, 
formed by the birds trampling the earth for some 
time vrith their feet. As a further proof of the 
afiection of the Ostrich for its young, it is related 
by Thunberg, that he cmce rode past a place where 
a female was sitting on her nestj when the bird 
sprang up an4 pursued him, evidently with a view 
to prevent his noticing her eggs or young. Eveiy 
time he turned his horse towards her she retreated 
ten or twelve paces, but as soon as be rode on 
again she ||||^ed him, till he had got to some 
oonsiderabie ^stance from the place where he 
started her. 


The Ostrich subsists entirely on vegetables* 
such as grass, fri^^grain, &c. : it will frequently 
swallow pieces lead, glass, copper, and 

such Hke, with thiSUtmost voracity j but in the end 
such practices often prove fatal, as the bird is not 
capable of digestkig thom. Dr. Shaw asserts that 
he saw one at Oran that swallowed, without any 
seeming iBCOnvenimf|e, several leaden bullet8> as. 
tt^ wete- thrown floor, scorching hot 

- bi^ being v^y valuable on several 


idconnts, the natives use various stratagems to 
^ocure them :• tfiey hunt them on horseback, and 
begin their pursuit by a gentle gallop } for should 
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they at the outset use the least rashness, the match- 
less speed of the game would immediately carry it 
out of their sight, and in a very short time beyond 
their reach ; but where they proceed gradually it 
makes no particular effort to escape. It does not 
go in a straight line, but runs first to one side and 
then to the other ; this its pursuers take ad- 
vantage of, and by rushing directly onward save 
much ground. In a few days at most, the strength 
> of the animal is exhausted, and |t then either turns 
on the hunters and fights with the fury of despair, 
or hides its head and tamely submits to its fate. 
Another method of catching them is by a man 
concealing himself in the skin of pne of these 
birds, and by that means approac^g near enough 
to surprise them. They are ofijen taken alive, as 
they are easily tamed, and may be rendered very 
useful. Their skins are very thick, and are sub- 
stituted fol* leather by the u^abians : their flesh 
and eggs are esteemed by^ialiaiiy an excellent food, 
and their feathers even in this country are very 
valuable, and greatly used for ornament.' 

In procuring the eggs from 4he nest, the natives 
are very careful not to touch any witli? their hands, 
ns the parent birds are sure to discover it upon 
their return, and not oidy. desist frpm laying any 
more in the same place, bint traniple to pie<n^t||itfa 
their feet all those that have been left ; ibcei^re 
a long stick is always used to push them out of 
the nest. In the interior of the eggs there are 
often discovered a number of small ovid-iAaped 
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pebbles, of a , pale yellow colour, and ^ceedingly 
hard : Thunberg was informed that these are often 
set and used for buttons. The ^ell of the egg is 
frequentlyusedfor drinking cups and other utensils, 
and is o^n set in gold for that purpose, being 
exceedingly hard, and equal in appearance to the 
finest ivory : it is also cut into small pieces and 
used for many ornamental purposes, such as rings 
and necklaces. 

The greatstrength of these birds is exemplified in * 
the following anecdote, related by Adanson, which 
took place during his residence at Podor, a French 
factory on the southern bank of the river Niger : 
he relates, that two Ostriches which had been 
about two : in the factory, and although 
young were nearly of their full size, were so tame 
that two little blacks mounted both together on 
the back of the largest: no sooner did he feel 
tbeir weight, thar^^llli^egan to run* as fast as 
possible, and ca^rr%^M|||ein several times round 
the village, as itwapfmpbssible to stop him others 
wise thaii by obstructing the passage. This sight 
pleased me so mu<di, that 1 ordered it to be re- 
peated; and to try their strength, directed a full 
grown si^o to mount smallest, and two others 
the large^ This bu^ did not seem at all 
dbi^l^ition^^ th#^^^^ngth. At first they 
‘ W(im% tblerabl^aharp ttot, but when they became 
heatod a little, they expanded their wings as 
though to catch the wind, and moved with such 
fieetness s^at they scarcely seemed to touch thb 
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ground. Most people have, bnd time or other, 
seen a Partridge -run, and consequently must know 
that there is no man whatever able to keep up 
with it, and it is easy to ima^ne that if this bird 
had a longer step, its speed would be considerably 
augmetated. The Ostrich moves like the Par- 
tridge, with this advantage; and I am satisfied 
that those I am speaking of would have distanced 
, the fleetest racehorses that were ever bred in 
England : it is true they would not hold out so 
long as ft horse, but they would undoubtedly be 
* able to go over the space in less time. I have 
frequently beheld this sight, which is capable of 
giving one an idea of the prodigious strength of 
an Ostrich, and of shewing what usei It might be 
of had we but the method of brewing and ma- 
naging it as we do a horse.** 

In a tame state they are tractable and familiar 
towards persons ^hat are acquainted with them, 
but are often fierce towards^lxa^gers, whom they 
will attempt to push dowii^by hinning furiously 
upon them, and on succeeding in this effort, they 
not only peck at their fallen foe, with their beak, 
but strike at him with their feet with the utmost 
violence : when thus engaged they make a fierce 
hissing noise, and have their throats inflated ami 
mouths open ; but at othejT times they hayf^lb 
kind of cackling voice, which they use when 
have disabled an adversary. During the night 
they often utter a doleful and hideous ciy, some- 
what resembling the distant roaring of a lion, or 
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the hoarse tone of a bear or an ox, as if they 
were in great agony. 

They are fond of fanning themselves with their 
floating wings, which are generally in a quivering 
motion in hot climates, during the heat of the day, 
on the sunny side of a house, and seem at every 
turn to admire and be enamoured of their own 
shadows. 
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CASUARIUS. CASSOWARY. 


Generic Character, 


Sottnm . rsctuin, subooni- 
cum, culmine carinato, 
. t^ice rbtundato, inflexo; 
niandibula superiore sub. 
fornicata mai yni bus dila- 
tads, versus iqncem emar- 
ginads. 

Naret ovatse. 

Caput nudum galeatum. 
CMvm nudum, palearibus 
turns instructum. 

Peiea tndac^U, digids om- 
nibus andcip. 

Ala breyissimse. 


Beak straight, subconk, the 
ridge keeled, the apex 
rounded and indexed ; the 
upper nuuufible arched, its 
marine diilated, and to 
vards the dp emar^nate. 

iVb»^r«2»o^. 

Head naked and galeated. 
iVeek naked, furnished with a 
, dfdaj^le watde. 

Ihree-toed, all placed 
■^^ffl^ard. 

FF»u^ very shcnt. 


Casuarius. Bris$, Ratf. Lalh. VieU, 
SranTHio. Linn. Otnel. Cm, 


The 


Gtdeated Cassowary is the only isqpeciee df 


this genus : it inhabits the torrid regions of Asia, 
and feeds tm vegetables : its wings are very 
and are destitute of feathers : the thighs are naked 
aboye >^e knee. 
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GALEATED CASSOWARY. 

(Casuaritts Galeatus.) 

Ca. nigeVf vertice galeato^ corpore setoso, capite colloqite supremo 
nudis, carulesceniibus. 

Black Cassowary, with the crown galeated ; the body hairy ; 
' the head and otherpart of the neck naked and bluishs 
Casuarius Emeu. Latk» Ind. Orn.2. 664. Orn, 5.. JO. 

Raii, Syn. 30. 3. 

Struthio Casuaiius. Linn» Syst» Nat. l. 36^-— Gma/. Syst. NaU 
1.726. 

Le Casoar. Buff. Ois. 1. 464. — Buff. PL EnL 313. 

Galeated Casaowkry* Alb. 2. pi. Q0.^Gent. Mag. 43. pL in p. 
471 . — Lath. 6en. Syn. 5. 10. pi. 72 . 

■f 

Tdis enormous bird is thus described by Dr: 
Latham : ** This is a large bird, and not greatly 
inferior to an Ostriclt^m bulk, though from having 
a much shorter i^^iflis not near 8(^ tall : the 
length is about fo^lpbt. but from the beak to 
the end of the five feet and a half. The 
beak is four inches and a half long, grey brown, a 
little notched at the end. the gape very wide: 
irides the colour of a topaz : eyelids beset with 
hiurs : the nostrils olSSong. placed near the end of 
the-:beak: the ears large and open : on the top of 
head is tt^kind of helmet, beginning at the 
base of the beak, and reaching to the middle of 
the crown ; this is three inches high, and <fiie inch 
broad at the base, but gradually grows thinner, so 
as the upper part is not more than a quarter of an 
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inch thick; this is yellowish the back, but 
blackish on the fore-part : the siides of the head 
are naked, being, as well as the neck, covered 
only with a wrinkled reddish skin^ thinly beset 
♦with hairs, and tinged with a cast of b^th blue and 
purple : on the lower part on each side, forwards, 
are placed two fleshy membranes, one inch and a 
half long, and three quarters broad, part red, part 
blue, and take rise about the middle of the neck, 
where they are very slender : on the breast is a 
callous bare part, on which the bird rests its body 
when on the ground: the body in general is co- 
vered with brownish black loose-webbed feathers, 
two of which arise from one shaft for the nKMst 
part ; on the rump these feathers are fourteen 
inches long at least, and hang downwards in place 
of a tail j for the bird is destitute of one : the wing, 
or what is in the place of it, is not furnished with 
feathers, having only five bare shafts, like the 
quills of a porcupine, the lowest ten or twelve 
inches, and of a dusky coljfof^ at the end of the 
last joint a kind of claw : the legs have aU the 
three toes placed forwards, and each furnished 
with a claw, which is almost straight and pointed ; 
the inner one the longest : t||ie colour of the legs 
and toes greyish brown : claWs black.” 

This species inhabits the eastern parts of Asia, 
towards the south, being found in thq Molucca 
islands, those of*Banda, Java, SuiRatra, and parts 
adjoining, but nowhere in plenty, nor ever be> 
yond the limits of the torrid zone. The deep 
forests of the island of Ceram, along the southern 

V. XI. p. II. 29 
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coast, abound with them* In a state of nature 
the fe^male .deposits three or four eggs at a time, 
and these are generally of a greenish or ^eyish 
colour, beautifully varied with elevated grass-green 
spots, and,t||arked towards their smaller extremity 
:with white ; they are 4eposited in the sand, and 
are left to be -h^hed by the heat of the sun and 
•the atmosphere, but in some countries the female 
tits upon them as other birds do. 

The ibedcontists of vegetables, and in cpi^e- 
406^1 4t will, eat bread, apples, ftc.^ all which it 
swallows whj^le, not bruising it with the beak; 
and like ’thj^^triohj it will swallow almost any 
thingrprei^l^ to it that is not too large to pass 
down the Cassowaries are very fjerce, 

and amiszinj^ povrerful, their beak being con- 
siderably stronger m proportion than that of the 
Ostrich, and, with jShis they defend themselves 
most yigor<^ly, ^|^ill, break to pieces almost 
any hard substi|M^^|rhey strike in a very dan- 
gerous mannei^^^pPIv feet, either before or 
behind, at any o^^ which offends them. 

Many of th<^e birds have been brought to Eu- 
rope, as they bear the climate better than most 
anin^. imported the. torrid regions i severid 

ilwtambeB have occuilp<|^f their laying eggs during 
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RHEA. RHEA. 


Generic Character, 


depreahu»- 
culum, rotundato, de* 
(£ve, unguiculato. 

Ca^ plumosum. 

J^edes ^gllia tribus antioe in- 
struct!, postice callo ip- 
tundato. 

JUeehtevea. 


Beak atn^tjdepNned, the 
tip roun^, bent down, 
andhool^i: 

Rl^a5fea]i&^ 

trith 4um toes b^ot^ 
and a rounded callous be- 



R&ea. Brits. Lath. VkB. 
Stkotrio. Linn, Qmd, Cm. 
SravTaio-CAMEtvs. Baif. 


Of this gepus only one epeda » known, which 
is described in the following .pges : it appetM. 
have much the same mannais as 
the two preceding genera., - 
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AMEIUCAM RHEA. 

(Rhea AmericanB.) 

Ru. corpore albo, aUt ^omque obteare gmeu, ( Variat corporf 
Mo Mo, interdum n(gfro.) 

Rhea with a white body ; the wings and back obscure grey. 

(Varies in having the body entireiy White or blade.) 

Rhea Americana. Lath. Ind. Om. 3« 6B5* 1. 

Rhea. Brits. Om. 5. p. 8. 

Stnithio Rhea. Ziiuh Spst. Nat. 1. 366. Sptt, Nai. 

1.727. ‘ ■ 

Struthio-camdtijiAmericaaus, Nhanda>gttactt.— Itnit. Sltfn.a6.9. 
lie Touyou. $ts0Ou, i. 4S3. 

American Osfridt. iFitt. (Ang.) p. lAO.— ‘JLotft. Oen. Spn. 

5.38*. • 

American Bbea. jMh. Sup. II. 393. 1. 

This bird is a i^tive of South America, and 
although Cxtren^^^l^jpmmon in many parts of 
that continent^ have rarely been seen in 

England : it is-ralwl^less than the Ostrich, being 
about six feet iii hmght, of which the neck is two 
feet eight inches : the head is small, rounded, and 
covered with feathers : eyes black : eyelids fur- 
nished with eyelasl)|^: .the beak short and broad ; 
the general colour of the plumage on the back 
. stfd wings M dull , gtil^, but in some individuals 
whidly whiti^ in others black: the wings stretch 
froin tip to tip no less than eight feet; but on 
account of the webs being disunited, are useless in 
flight, hanging over and hiding the tail, which is 
composed of short feathers of equal lengths: legs 
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two feet and three quarters in length, furnished 
with three toes, aH placed forwards, and the rudi- 
naent of a fourth behind. 

This bird appears to be most numerous in the 
vicinity of the lake Nahue^uapi, in the valley 
of the Andes : it is also abundant, according to 
Faulkner, Wallis, and others, in Patagonia. It 
lives on fruits, and like the Ostrich, devours any 
thing offered to it : its favourite food is flies, 
which it catches very nimbly : when attacked, it 
defends itself by kicking with its feet, either behind 
or before : the female is said to lay from forty to 
sixty eggs, on the bare ground*;; they colitdin 
about two pounds of liquid each. When it (ihUs 
its young it gives a kind of whislle r its feathers 
are in great request by the Indians. 


* Probably tbis qpecieU, like the ^mt of the order, poly* 
gamous^ and each female depoeita JPiiozen or.^re eggs in the 
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DROMJGEIUS. EMU. 


Gentrie Character. 


nostrum rectom, maijginibus 
j vald^ depres^ aj^ id* 
r tundatOyi culmiae. sttbcari- 
; iiato, 

Caput fesaaOxm. 

Cru2a doaudata. - 
Pedes tridactylh digM»<w»Pi- 
busantnnrsum cpectand^uB. 
brevisduue. 

Dbokiceivs. FM»f. 
CUsVABlUS. Lcah.>t 


Betik Btraigirt, the edges 
greatly d^ressed, the dp 
' rounded, the ridge som^ 
what carinated. 

Head feathered. 

Throat naked. 

f erf three-toed,' all the'-toe» 
placed forward. 

Wings very diort. 


This genus msy be distinguished icota Ca> 
suariu^ with which it was confounded by Latham, 
by the head being feathered and destitute of any 
p|Otuberance: the wing^uills are fPeathered, and 
do not, as in fSuuarius, consist merely of shafts: 
die hinder part of the tibie is gready serrated. 
One species only is known, which is a native of 
New Holland. 
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NEW H0LLAMO-, EMN. 

(Drooiiceius Novte-Hollandiie.) 

Ds. nigricatu, eorpore setoso, capite etiUoque pennaceis^ tibu$ 
pottiee serratis. 

Dusky Emu, with the b6dy haiiy; thehead and nedc feathered ; 
the tibis serrated behind. 

Casnarius Novss HoUandise. Lath, Ind,- Orn. 2. 665. 2. 
Southern 6assowary. Shaw, Nat. Mite. 3. pi. 99. 

New Holland Cassowary. PkU. Bat. Bat/, pi, in p, 2yi.— > 
White's Journal, pi. in p, 129- — Lath. Si/n. Sup, II, 290. 1. 

This singular bird is thus described by Dr, 
Latham in his second Supplement to the General 
Sfynopsis of Birds; ** This .ii a laige bird, mea- 
suring more than seven fedt; in length : the beak 
is black : the plumage for idle most part brown 
and grey mixed ; paler on tlifci-imder parts : the 
head differs greatly from thit^ tlie common Cas- 
sowary, being covered with readiers ; nor has it* 
any helmet or rising protuberance whatever, as 
in that species : the feathers however about the- 
head and neck are of a hairy texture, and the 
fore-part of the chin and throat nearly destitute 
of any, so as the purple colour of the skin may be 
seen through them : the long species observable in ; 
the wings of .the common sort* are here wanting, . 
but instead of them are real wings, though of so . 


Casuarius Emeu. 
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small a size as to be useless for flight j they are 
covered with feathers like the rest of the body, 
and when the bird is quite at rest, are scarcely 
discernible therefrom: the legs are dusky and 
stout: in colour not unlike those in the other 
species, but are greatly indented or serrated at the 
back part: the thr^e toes placed in the same 
manner, all forwards : so far the external ap* 
pearance of the bird : internally it is said to differ 
from every other species, particularly in having no 
gizzard, and the liver so small as not to exceed that 
of a Blackbird^* yet the gall-bladder was large and 
distended with -bile: the crop contained at least 
lUX or seven poiuids of grass, flowers, and a few 
berries and seeds : the intestinal canal six yards 
long: the heart andlungs separatedby a diaphragm, 
and bore a tolerable proportion to the size of the 
bird. 

** Inhabits New JSplland, where it is not un- 
common, being ,,f^||afently seen by our settlers 
there, but is ezoeei^igly shy, and runs so swiftly 
that a greyhound dm scarcely overtake it. The 
flesh said to be very good, tasting not unlike young 
tender beef.** 



ORDER 


CURSORES. 


Rostbum out mediocre, out capite longiut, apiee out oUuso, vd 
aeuto, interdum cuneato, 
kiM oolaiui aptce. 

Pedes longiores, tridattyU; oioiti vdad imumjuu, vd exte‘ 
riores ban membrand conned ; femora in parte itferiore de^ 
nudata. * 

Beak medial, or longer than the head ; the ttpipMuae or pointed, 
sometimes wedge>diaped. ^ , 

^iHgs formed for flight. 

Legt long ; three«toed ; the toes deft to their origin, or the 
enter ones connected by a membrane at the base } the lower 
part of the thighs naked. 

The Bustards and Thick«]|^iiees, yirhich form a 
division in this order, ar^l^^^d by Latham 
among the Gallinacese, andyP^ rest of the genera 
are placed with the Grails. ^^^^The former live in 
open plains, and are polygamous, the Thick-knees 
excepted, which live in pairs : their food consists 
of herbs, seeds, and ins^: the latter reside on 
the gravelly borders of nters, in pairs, subsisting 
upon aquatic insects and worms. 

In the subsequent account of this and the fol- 
lowing orders, 1 have omitted many of the species 
described by Latham, they having been inserted 
in his Synopsis from the concise and vague de- 
scriptions of various traveUers. 
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OTIS. BUSTARD. 
Generic Character. 


Rostrum ccmicuin, rectum, 
eompressum ; roandibuM 
superiore ad ajncem fomi- 
cat&. 

ATaraa ovaies, aperte. 

Pedes cursorii; digiti baa 
membranfi conneu. 

Abe mediocres; remiges 
piima, et quintaaequales et 
breviores quam quarta. 


Beak conic, straight, com- 
pressed; the .upper man- 
dible arched towards the 
tip. 

Nostrils ova], open. 

Legs formed for running; 
the toes connected by a 
membrane at the base. 

Wings medial ; the first and 
fifth quills equal, and 
shorter than, the fourth. 


Otis. Auctorum. 

Bustards aret^avy birds ; but little f 

are very wild and sby, and when pursued are slow 
in taking flight, but run with great velocity, in 
which they are assisted by their wings: they 
reside in corn-fields, or bushy plains : their food 
consists of herbs, grains, seeds, and insects : they 
are polygamous, one male being attended by 
several females. They are all natives of the Old 
Continent, and the four last species are distin- 
guished by the beak being more slender than 
the first mentioned. 
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OREAT BUSTARI>. 

(Otis Tardar) 

Ot. corpote supra nigro rufoque undsdaio et tnacukifo; suittfs 
alhido i reinigibus primoribus nigris. (Mas. caj^e jugidoque 
utrinque cristato^) 

Bustard with the body above undulated and spotted with black 
Sind rufous; beneath whitish; the primary quzUs black. 
{Male With the head and jugulum crested on both sides.) 

Otis Tarda. Linn. S^U 1.— Gats/. Spst. Nat. 

722 . 1. — Rati, Syn. 5S, a. l,—Briss. Orn. 5. IS. 1. — Lath., 
Ind, Om. 2. 658. 1. — Leach Cat. Mits, Brit, p, 2/. 

Ontarde. BuJ^. Ois, 2. 1. pt. \, — Bujf‘, PI, Etd. 245. 

Outarde barbue. Tenm. Man. (tOmi. 91^:^ 

Great Bustard. Penn. Brit, Zool. 1. gs. pi. 44,— Penn. 'Arct. 
Zool. 2, 186.— JEdw. pi. fg, Birds, 3. pi, ZS, ZQ , — 

Lath. Gen. Syn, 4, 79S. 1,—Letv. I^t. Birds, 4. pi. ISg.— 
Wale. Syn, 2. pi. 1^3.— Pult, Cat, Dors. p. 6,— Mont, Om. 
Diet. l.—Mont, Orn. Diet, Sup,—f^. Brit, Birds, 1. 314. — 

■ Bing, Anim. Biog,2:26%„ '' 

This species is the Ingest ^the British birdsy 
the male frequently weighing so much* as twenty- 
five or thirty pounds, attaining the height, of ; fdur 
feet, and his things expanding about nine;: on 
each side of the lower mandible of the beak is a 
tiifl of long feathers, constructed of delicate and 
unconnected webs: the head, neck, breast,’ and: 
edge of the wing, are grey, inclining to brown on 
the tip of the head: the back and lesser wing- 
coverts are elegantly barred with black and pale 
ferruginous : the greater eovei^ are pale cine-> 
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GBEAT bUSTABD. 

reous : the quills are black, slightly tipped with 
white : the under parts are white : the tail white, 
consiStiDg of twenty feathers ; the middle ones are 
rust>colour, barred with black ; the two outer 
ones reddish at the base, and for two>thirds of their 
length : they have two bands of black towards 
their tip : legs dusky : beak bluish : irides light 
hazel. 

The female is destitute of the tuft oh each sido 
of the mandible, and is not above half the size of 
the male : her crown is of a deep orange, crossed 
with transverse black lines ; the rest of the head 
brown : the lower part of the neck in front ash- 
coloured, in other respects similar to the male, 
except being . brilUant in colour on the back 
and wings. 

The male of this fine species possesses a curious 
bag or pouch. Situated in the fore-part of the 
neck, and capable of containing about two* quarts 
of liquid ; the ent^^e to it is immediately under 
the tongue. Th^ singular reservoir was dis- 
covered, by Pr. Douglas, who supposes that the 
bird fills it 'mth water to supply its thirst in the 
midst of those extensive plains where it is ac- 
custoihed to wander!: a further use of it has also 
beem dbserved af Morocco, where they fly the 
Hawk at'tho BitttaTd VTor on the attack of the 
Ha^k it has been known that the Bustard has 

* Some wiiten flay aevraj but the weight of so gieat a 
quantity of fluid plaori la tim node seems to be more titan the 
wonld be aide to fly with. « 
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m^e use oJl this appendage by squirting the water 
that is contained therein with violence against 
the, assulant, who is ofl^n ba£9ed in the pursuit. 

Bustards appear to be natives of the greater part 
of Europe, but are not of equal frequency in all 
parts, particularly in well inhabited countries* as 
they from timidity avoid all commerce with man- 
kintlj, and the most paltry dog will drive wholw 
herds of them away. In England they used to be 
met with in flocliB of fifty or more, frequenting 
the open countries of the south and east parts, 
from Dorsetshire, as far as the wolds in Yorkshire, 
but now they ^ve become e^emely scarce, the 
plains of Wiltshire furnishing the greater portion ; 
but they are in dwger of total ejtti^tion, as half 
a guinea is given in .that part for the egg, and ten 
or twelve guineas for a pair of, the birds ; in con- 
sequence the former is sought after for the pur- 
pose of hatching under common poultry, and the 
latter are often taken by^^t^ shepherds’ dogs 
before they can fly. ^ 

These birds pair early in the spring : the female 
lays two eggs, in a hole formed by her feet on the 
bare ground ; they are about one month hatching, 
mid are the size of those of a Goose, of an olive- 
brown colour, marked with spots of a deeper hue. 
if, during her absence from the nest, any one 
handles or even breathes upon the eggs, she imme- 
diately abandons them. The young ones follow 
the dam soon after they are excluded from the egg, 
but are not capable of flying for some time. 

The food of these birds consists of green co^,. 
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the tops of turnips, and various other vegetables, 
sis well as worms j but they have been known also 
to eat frogs, mice, and young birds of the smaller 
kind, which they swallow whole: in the winter 
they. frequently feed on the bark of trees; they 
will also swallow any small substance presented to 
them, somewhat like the Ostrich. The chase of 
the Bustard is said to adbrd excellent diversion: 
they are slow at taking flight, but run so fast that 
nothing but greyhounds can overtake them. They 
do not appear to be capable of domestication, as 
many attempts have been made to rear them, but 
they always perish in two or three years, and do 
not, shew any inclination to breed. 

The Bustari^ is migriitory, though but little so 
in this kingdom, where it is most abundant in 
autumn, but in FVance it is likewise seen in the 
spring : on all thB south plains of Russia and the 
deserts of Tartary it is likewise common, but does 
not appear to be foupd in any other part of Asia, 
or Bt all in Africa. ^ 


ABABikN BUSTARD. 

(Otis Arabs.) 

Or. r^fkteetu, n^;rkaiae ttriakif mitm diaf- aurUnut emh- 
. criitatut cmddJiueiAjiuci, 
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Rufieaceat Bustard, striated with dusky; beneath wlUte; the 
ears' with an erect' crest; the tail with a brown fascia. 

Otis Arabs. Linn. Sifst. Nat. 1. 364. 2.^-OMel. Nat, 1. 

7^.‘—Briu. Om. 5. 30. 3.— Lath. Ind. Om. 3. dsg. 3. 

Le Lohong, Outarde hupp£e d’ Arabia. Buff, Ou, 3. 32. , 

Paon sauvage de Lu^on. Sonner, Vojf. Ind. B5.fl. 49 . ? 
Arabian Bustard. Edo». pi. \3.-—Latk. Oen, Spn. 4. 801. 5/^ 
Lath, Syn. Sup. 326. — Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 284. 3. 

Nearly as large as the common Bustard, me%: 
suring about three feet and a half in length, and 
seven in expanse: its beak is pale hom-colour: 
the irides are dull brown : the forehead whitish : 
the hind head is adorned with a black crest, from 
which arises a black fascia, reaching forward on 
the sides of the head ; the top of wluch, the neck, 
and upper parts of the body, are rufous, varied 
with black: the quills black: the secondaries 
spotted with black and white j those nearest the 
body rufous, barred with dusky: the throat and 
fore-part of the neck ash-colour, barred with brown 
lines : the breast and undeP'liarts of the body 
white: the two middle tail-feathers diisky, the 
rest white, varied and crossed with a black band : 
legs pale brown. 

This bird inhabits various parts of Asia and 
Africa: its flesh is veiy excellent: its manners 
are; unknown. 
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RUFFED BUSTARD. 


(Otis Houbara.) 

Ot. Jlavescens Jusco maculata, subtus alba^ colh jpennis nigrii 
elongatis^ caudd ochraced famis nigris, apice albd. 

Yellow Bustard^ spotted with brown ; beneath white ; with the 
neck with elongated black feathers ; the tail odiraceous, with 
black fasciae^ and white tips. 

Otis houbara. GmeL Sysi* Nai* \. 725. 6.-^Laih. Ind. Orn. 2. 
660 . 8. 

Otisrhaad. GmeL Syit. Nat. 1. 725. 7* — Lath/lnd. Om. 2. 
660. 9* 

Psophia. undulata. Gmd. SysL Nat. 1. 721. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2*657.2. 

Le Houbara^ oii butarde: hupp£e d’Afrique* Bufft Ois. 2. 59.— 
Gent. Mag. xik.jp/. in p. 4Q9.^Temm. Man. d'Orni. p. 319. 
Le Rhaad. BuJT^ Gis. 2^ 6i. 

Undulated Trumpeter. Lath. Spn. Sup. 225. 

Rhaad. Bustard. Lath^Gen. Spn. 4. 905. 7* 

Ruffed BCutard. Lath. Gen. Spn. 4. 805. 6. 

The male of this species, when in full plumage, 
answers to the following description: the fore* 
head and sides of the head are red-grey, varied 
with small brown, spots : the hind head, cheeks, 
and top of the neck, are dusky, mottled with 
dusky and grey lines : on the head are several 
pure white long feathers, and on the sides of the 
deck is a stripe of elongated black feathers, which 
is followed by several white ones with disunited 
webs : the breast and imder parts of the body are 
pure white : the hinder part of the neck, the back« 
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and tlie wings, are yellow-ochre, sprinkled with 
delicate black stripes, but the middle of each 
feather is plain : the quills are white, black towards 
their tip, which is pure white : the tail-feathers 
are of a red-ochre colour, with three broad stripes 
of dusky grey ; and the whole of them, except the 
two middle ones, are tipped with white : the beak 
is dusky brown ; the feet greenish. Its length is 
about two feet. The young males have the sides 
of the head more striped with zigzag lines of red 
and dusky: the white feathers of the crest are 
shorter, and marked towardsi<their tips with fine 
dusky stripes ; the long feathers on the sides of 
the neck are shorter, and varied with deep brown. 
The female is unknown. 

This bird inhabits Arabia and the northern 
parts of Africa, and it sometimes migrates into 
Spain and Turkey: its manners are unknown, 
save that it resides in the deserts. 


WHITE-EARED BUSTARD. 

(Otis Afira.) 

Ot. nigra, dorso cinereo-undulato, auribus albis. 

Black Bustard, with the hack undulated with cinereous ; the 
ears white. 

Otis nfra. Gmel. Syst, Nat, I. 724. A.— Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
65g. 5. 

V. XI. p. II. • so 
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WHITE-EARED BUSTARD. 


Otis atra. Linn, Syst, Nat. l. 264. 4. 

L’Outarde d’Afrique. Buf. Ois. 2. 54. 

^Vhite-eared Bustard. Lath, Gen, Syn, 4. 802. pi, 69 . yi 4.— 

Lath, Syn, Sup, 227- 

This rare species is thus described by Latham, 
wlio has also given a figure : “ Size of a large 
fowl : length twenty-two inches. The beak yel- 
low, a trifle bent at the end, where it is black ; the 
crown of the head is blackish brown, irregularly 
barred with white lines j on each side of it a white 
line : on the ears a large spot of white : the rest 
of the head, with the forehead, neck, and under 
parts of the body, black : round the lower part of 
the neck behind a band of white, which passes 
forwards to the breast like a collar, but does not 
quite meet before ; the upper parts of the body, 
great part of the wings, and tail, are deep blackish 
brown, crossed with irregular streaks of different 
shapes, and of a rufous colour the outer edges of 
the wing and quills are black ; above these a large 
bed of white, occupying almost the whole length 
of the wing : the secondaries are longer than the 
quills, and hang over and hide them in a state of 
rest : the tail consists of fourteen feathers, is five 
inches in length, and a: little rounded ; all the 
feathers marked not unlike those of the back, but 
.more inclined to ash-colour, palest at the end ; 
besides which, all but the two middle ones are 
crossed with two bars of black. The lower part of 
the feathers round the middle of the thighs are 
white: the legs are yellow: claws black. The 
fen^le has the head and neck like the back, but 
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the lines more delidate, and the breast and bdly 
black, like the male ; but the white epot on the 
ears, and ring at the lower part of the neck, are 
wanting.'* 

Native of the country north of the Cape of 
Good Hope, where it is called Korhane, or Knorn 
haant from its cry, which somewhat resembles the 
syllable kotrh twice reputed, and is uttered most 
clamorously as soOn as it perceives a man, and 
by that means often disappoints the sportsman, as 
all the other birds are alarmed at the noise, and 
disappear in the instant ) for this it is usual always 
to kill the Bustard, to prevent its driving the 
game away. It frequents heaths and places remote 
from habitations, and builds its nest in bushes, the 
female laying two eggs in the season. The flesh 
is not veiy good, but is thought i^reeable by 
many* 


INDIAN BUSTARD. 

(Otis Bengslsdris.) 

Or. tn^ tupra Jubio^iuc*, dam maa^ emdafudut nigritt 
tectrieiiui aiarum albit. 

Black Bustaid, above Mvons brown} the bade vrith Uadc 
spots, and the tail with bl^ ftaciss; the wing-coverts 
white. 

Otis bei^;alensb. Ome4 Syst, Ifat. 1. f24,—^Lath. Ind, Ont. 
a. 56a 6. 
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INDIAN BUSTARD# 


Otia AUrita, Lath. Ind. Om. 66 o. 7 . > 

Pluvianiis bengalensis mtgor. Briss. Om. 5. 82. 13l« 

La Churge. Buf. Ois. 2. 56. 

Passarage Bustard. Lath. Syn. Sup. 228. ? 

Indian Bustard. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 804. 5.’^Lath» Syn, Sup* 
; p. iyiS.’^Edw.pl. 250. 

r 

The male of this species has the head, neck, 
breast, and tinder parts of the body, black ; the 
latter inclining to. ash-colour : the back elegantly 
mottled with reddish brown and black : the wing- 
coverts white : quills black : beak and legs pale 
ash-colour. The female has the prevailing colour 
of the plumage pale ash, clouded and undulated 
-mth darker and blackish : head, neck, and belly, 
plain. 

The Passarage Bustard of Latham appears to be 
a Variety of the old male of this species: it is 
about the size of the Little Bustard : its length is 
eighteen inches : beak slender, brown and white : 
the head, neck, breast, and belly, black : on the 
ears a large white patch: junction of the neck 
and back white : the back, wings, and tail, black, 
reticulated with fine lines of brown : the greater 
wing-coverts are whit% : on the hind head are four 
pairs of capillary feamers, each pair of different 
lengths, and dilating at their end into a lance- 
shaped tufitf the longest four inches, the shortest 
scarcely larger thaq the rest of the feathers of 
that part.: the legs are strong, and pale yellow. 

Both these birds inhabit India, and have a great 
affinity to the White-eared Bustard, but they difiier 
in many respects, particularly in having the wing- 
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coverts white, and the last variety being adorned 
with the long capillary feathers, and being of a 
much smaller size than that bird; neither has the 
first the white patch on the ears, which is so con< 
spicuous a mark in the other species. 

They are greatly esteemed for their flesh, but 
although very common are difiicult to obtain, as 
they are very shy; the first is called Churgey and 
the latter 0oraily or Passarage Bustard. 
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TETRAX. BUSTARNELLE. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum conicum, rectum Beale conic, straight, slightly 
paul6 compressum; man- compressed; the upper 
dibula supeiioreadapicem mandible towards the tip 
deflexfi. bent down. 

Nares ovales, apertm. Nostrils oval, open. 

Pedes cursorii ; digiti bai» Feet formed for running ; the 
membrani coaliti. toes joined at the base by 

a membrane. 

Aloe mediocres ; remiges pri- Wings medial ; the first and 
ma et quarta mquales, fourth quills equal; the 
quintalongiorquamquarta. fifth longerthan the fourth. 

Tetrax. Leach. 

Otis. Linn. Omel. Lath. Briss. Temm. Cuv. VieiL Sfc. 

This genus yras detached from the preceding by 

Dr. Leach in the Catalogue of the indigenous 

A ni m a l s that are preserved in the British Museum : 

only one species is known, whose manners are 

described in the following pages. 
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FIELD BUSTARNBLLE. 

(Tetrax campestris.) 

Tb. nigro rufb alboqiLe variegattL^ subtus alba,.collo nigro, torque 
dupNei albo. (Femina torque corpore supra concd^^) 
Buatarnelle variegated with black, rufooa, and white; beneath 
white ; the neck black, with a double white ring. {Female 
with the collar the same colour as the rest of the body.) 
Tetrax campettris* Leach. Cat. Mus.'Brit. p. 28. 

Otis Tetrax. Linn. SpsU Nat. 1. qfii. S^Linn. Faun. Suec. 
No. J9&—- Syst. NaU 1. 723. Sr^Laik. Ind. Om. 2. 
659 -^ 

Otis minor. B)riis. 0m. $. 24. 2. plmU^f. it 9. — Baii. Syn. 59. 2. 
Petite Outarde. Bmf. Ois. % PI. Enk 25. male. 10. 

female. 

Outard canepetiere. Tmm. Man. diOmi. 318. 

Field Duck. Alb. 3. pi. 41. * ^ 

Little Bustard. Penn. Brit. Zool. U gg^^Penn. Arct. Zocl. 2; 
321. h^Edm.pl. 25l.^PhU. Trans, xlviii. p. 502tpl. I 8 .— 
Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. 25g. 2.~Lati. Syn. Sup. 22&— Lew. Brit. 
Birds. 4. pi. lAO^Walc. Syn. 2. pi. 174. — Bern. Brit. Birds. 
1.318. — Mont. Om. Did. \.--^M6nt.0m. Did. Sup.^-Shasn.. 
Nat. Misc. 14. fd. 573. female^ 

Fidd Bustarnelle. Leach. Cat. Mas. Brii.p. 2S$ 

This is seventeen inches in length r the top of 
the head and the occiput are bright luteous, spotted 
with brown : the sides of the head and the fore- 
part of the neck are deep .grey, encircled with a 
collar of pure white : the whole of the lower part 
of the neck is deep black : the breast is surrounded 
by a broad white collar, succeeding a narrowband 
of black: the rest of the under parts, the edge of 
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the wittgf and .the upper tail-coverts, are pure 
' white : the whole of the upper parts of the body 
are bright yellowish, varied with zigzag dusky 
stripes, following the outline of the feathers, and 
sprinkled with large black spots : beak and feet 
grey : irides orangei^f The female and young male 
have the throat whfte : the sides of the head, the 
neck, and the upper part of the breast, of a bright 
yellowish, varied, with brown stripes, and a broad 
longitudinal bar in the centre of each feather : the 
breast, the sides, the edge of the wing, and the 
upper and under tail-coverts, are white, varied 
with transverse Uaqjk stripes : the upper parts are 
the same, but more varied with black. 

This species inhabits the arid and open plains 
of the southern parts of Europe, being most 
abundant in Turkeys Italy, and Spain ; in France 
and Germany it is irarer, and in this country is 
extremdly scarce^ not more than ten or a dozen 
specimenshaving ;beeh captured in the course of a 
long series of years, a^ those principally females : 
it is not found far to Ibe north ; it subsists prin- 
cipally upon grain, seeds, and other vegetable 
productions, also on insects and worms : the female 
lays her eggs in June, 0 the number of four or 
five, of a glossy green-colobr : as soon as the young 
are hatched she leads them about as the hen does 
Iter chickens : they ar^able to fiy by the middle of 
August. It is frequenEy taken in France in nets, 
like the Partridge, foi^El^ sake of its' fiesh^ which 
is excellent, and is said to resemble that of the 
hare : its eggs ai'n also a great delicacy. Like 
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the Great Bustard, this is very shy and crafty, and 
if disturbed will fly for two or three hundred paces, 
not far from the ground, and then run faster than 
a man can follow on foot. 

A very fine female of tl^ species is in the col- 
lection of indigenous birds rathe British Museum : 
it was shot near Torrington in Devonshire, in the 
winter of 1 804, and was taken to Plymouth market, 
where it M^as sold for a fefiikle Black Grous, but 
fortunately it fell into the hands of William Pri- 
deaux. Esq. who presented it to the late Colonel 
Montagu, whose entire museum was purchased by 
government to form a basis of a splendid collection 
of British Zoology. 
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OEDICNEMUS- THICK.KNEE. 


Gener^ Character. 


Moeirum eapite longiuflj fee* 
tum^ validuni) ad apio^ 
compressum ; mandibuli 
auperu^culmine qonnato, 
infeiiore ad apceia aogu* 
losl 

Nares ad medium rostridtm, 
antrorsum patulm. 

Pedes longiores, gradleB^ tri- 
dactyli, digid ban mem- 
branfi connexi. 

idfo mediocres. 


Seai haget than the head^ 
straight, strong, compress- 
ed at the dp; the upper 
mandible with the ridge 
oarinated, the lower with 
the dp angulated. 

Nostrils placed in the middle 
of the beak, open in front. 

Lsgfr long, slender, three-toed, 
the toes connected at the 
base with a membrane. 

Wings medial, 


CEoickbmus. Cttv, Temm. Vieitt. 
Feooa. Aaif, Leach. 

Otis. Laih . 

Ckaradrivs. Linn. QSfeU Lath. 
Pluyialzs.. BaiuBri ^ 


The only species of this genus which is found 
in Europe lives in pairs in barren and sandy 
situations, where it d^osits its eggs in a cavity 
formed by its feet : .its food consists of eartii* 
worms, snails, and small reptiles : its voice is strong, 
and is heard at a great distance. 

In the Manuel d'Onuthologie, by Temmincfc, 
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mention is made of two new and undescribed 
species of this genus, both df which are natives of 
Asia, one being found in the southern parts of 
that vast continent, and the other in New Hoi* 
land : they are said to be twice as large as the 
European species. 


* COMMON TniCK'SNEE* 

• ' 

(OSdicii^iis 

CBd. grUeo’^fuscus^ supra lineis longitudinalibus nigricantihus^ 
remigibus prirnoribus duabui nigtis medio albis. 

Grey-brown Thick-knee, with dtiAy longitudinal lines abore ; 

the two primary quills black, white in the middle. 
OSdicnemus crepitans. Tenrn. Man. (TOmi. p. 322. 

Charadrius (Edicnemus. Linn, Syst, liaJt, I. 253. 10.— nGroie/. 
Syst.Nat. 1.689. 

Otis CEdicnemus. Lath. Ind, Om. 2. 66l. 1 1. 

nuviaHs m^jor, CBdicnemus vulgo dicta. Brin. Om, 5. f6. 12. 

pL 27./. 1,— flaw. Syn, 1Q8, a. 
fledoa nostra tertia. flaw. Syn* 105. a. 6. 

Fedoa (Edicnemus. Leach, Ct0, Mum„ Brit. p. 38. 

Le grand Fluvier, ou courlis de tenre. Buff, OU. 8. 105. pt. 7.— 
■ Buff. PI. Enl. 919. 

CEdicn&oae criard. Temm. Mm. d^Omi, 322! 

Stone Curlew. Alb. l.pl. GQ^^Witl. 306. 2g3.pl. 5^. 77* 
Thick-kneed Bustard. Penn. Brif, Zod, I, \0O.—WhUffs ISelb. 
4to. 43. 88. — Lath. Gen, Syn. 4* 8O6. 9. — Lemn. Brit. Birds. 
4. 1)1. 141.— Waic. Syn. 2. pi. l63. Mont. Orn. Diet. 1.— 
Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup, 

Great Plover. Bam. Brit. Birds. I, 321. 

Common Thick-knee. Leeu^^ Cat, Mus, Brit, p, 28. 
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COMMON THICK-KNEE. 


Length eighteen inches : the whole of the 
upper parts of the plumage are grey-brown, with 
a deeper longitudinal spot in the middle of each 
feather: the throat, belly, and thighs, are pure 
white : the neck and breast reddish, with longi- 

* tudinal brown stripel^ on the wing is a longitudinal 
band of white ; the first quill having towards its 
middle a large white spot, and the second a very 
small one on its outer web : the base of the beak 
is bright yellowish, the tip black: tlie orbits, 
irides, and feet, are bright yellow : the knees are 
much swollen, from whence the name. The young 
and females are much the same, but duller in ap- 
pearance. 

Thick-knees inhabit only the most open, hilly 
situations ; large corn-fields, heaths, and such like, 
are their favourite resort, particularly dry and 
stony lands. They are abundant in France, Italy, 
and other southern parts of Europe, but in Ger- 
many, Holland, and England, are somewhat scarce : 
in the latter countiy, Norfolk, Hampshire, and 
Lincolnshire, are the places most frequented : 
they are also tolerably plentiful in some parts of 
Kent, affecting the rising slopes and hills on each 
side of the valley between Hartford and Farning- 
ham : in the north they are never found, and 
rarely beyond Dorsetshire in the west. During 

* the winter of 1807 several were observed on the 
Start promontory, which is nearly themost southern 
part of the kingdom. 

This species is migrative, making its first ap* 
pearance about May, and remaining with us all 
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the spring and summer, departing about October, 
except in unusually mild seasons, when some will 
stay the whole winter, as mentioned before. It is 
seldom observed during the day, except surprised, 
when it suddenly flies to some distance, and ge- 
nerally escapes before the spieirtsman comes within 
gun-shot. It runs with great velocity for some 
time, and then stops short, holding its head and 
body still, and on the least noise squats close on 
the ground. In the evening it comes out in search 
of food, and utters its singular cry, which is com- 
pared to the turning of a rusty handle : its food 
consists of worms, caterpillars^ toads, and such 
like, and according to the observations of Mr. 
Haworth, it preys upon the larvae of Lasiocampa 
Trifolii, to procure which it turns over the stones 
beneath which they are secreted. 

It does not coi^truct any nest, but deposits its 
eggs in a small excavation on the bare ground, or 
sheltered by two or three stones: the eggs are 
two or three in number, of a greyish white, blotched 
and streaked with dusky oliv^ ; they are hatched 
in about thirty days. The young run almost 
immediately they are excluded, and the female 
leads them to some stony field, where they are dif- 
ficult to discover, as they greatly resemble the 
stones in colour : they are sometimes hatched late 
in the autumn, about October. 
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ORBAT-BKAKED THICK-KNEE. 

((Edicnemus magnirostria.) 

CBi>. rodro dUatato^ cor^Ste nigro striato supra carulescentet 
subius dnerasceniet maeuIA rem^tn albdfpedibus cisruleis. 
Thick-knee with a dilated beak ; the body above bluish^ striated 
with black $ beneath greyish ; quills with a white spot ; feet 
blue. 

Charadrius ma^irostris. Lath. Ind. Om. Sup. Ixvi. 2. 
Great-billed Plover. Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 319* 8* 

Thm bird is thus briefly noticed by Latham : 
** Size of the Golden Plover : beak blacky stout, 
and very broad, resembling the Tody genus : the 
general colour of the upper parts is blue-grey, 
streaked with black; beneath pale ash, but with 
the same markings : forehead, ]|prt of the crown 
and ears» minutely spotted : quills black : base of 
several of the primaries white: le^ dull blue* 
Inhabits New South Wales/* I have placed this 
species in this genua on the authority of Vieillot, 
who considers it to form a distinct section from 
the former, differing in its beak, which is very 
strong and compressed, and has its lower mandible 
angulated. 
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CHARADRIUS. PLOVER. 
Generic C/iarof^r* 


Rostrum breve, gracilcj rec- 
tum, •teretiusculum, apice 
obtusum. 

Narcs basoles, lineares. 

Pedes cursoriij tridactyli ; dS- 
giii extcriores basi mem- 
brana connexi. 

Cauda rotuudata, aut eunei- 
forma. 

Ake mediocrcs, aut muticac 
aut calcaratse. 


Beak short, slender, straight, 
rounded, the tip obtuse. 

Nostrils basal, linear. 

*Feet formed for running, 
three-toed ; the outer toes 
connected at the base by a 
membrane. 

Tail rounded or cuneiform. 

Wings medial, smooth, or 
armed with a spur. 


Chauadrius. Linn.jGrmeL Lath. VieiU Leach, Temm, Cuv, 
Pluvialis. RaiL Driss, 


if LOVERS subsist on small worms and various 
aquatic insects : the three first species frequent 
the- muddy borders of great rivers and marshy 
places, and but rarely appear in the neighbourhood 
of the sea coast, which situation all the others of 
Ae genus affect, and also the mouth of those rivers 
that disembogue themselves into the sea. 

They vary extremely in their plumage at dif- 
ferent periods of the year, and in fact many of the 
species run into each other so greatly, as to render 
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GOLDEN PLOVER. 


it veiy difficult to separate them with accuracy ; 
and as many of the species described by Latham 
are noticed in so brief a manner, and without any 
reference to plates, I am obliged to omit them, 
being fearful of creating more confusion than 
there is at present in this puzzling genus. 


A. ALiE nmticcE, 

A. spurless, 

a. Capita caruncula non inslrucla* 
a. Head not furnished with a wattle. 


GOLDEN PLOVER. 


(Charadrius pluvialisj 

Ch. corpora nigro viridique maculato subttis albidoy peciore griseo 
maculis nigricantibus^ roslro pedibustjuc cinerHs* 

I’lover with the body spotted with black and green ; beneatli 
wliitish 3 the breast grey, with dusky spots ; the beak and 
feet grey. 

Charadrius pluvialis. hitm, Syst. Nat. 1. 254. 7* — Linn. Faun. 
Suec.igQ. — Gmel. Syst. NaU 1. 688. — Briss, Orn. 5.43. 1. 
2)1. 1. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 740. 1. — Leach. Cat, Brit, 

Mus. p. 28. * 

Pluvialis viridis. Baii, a. 2. 

Pluvialis aurea minor. Briss, Orn. 5. AT. 2. 

Le Pluvier dore. Buff, Ois. 8. 8 1 • — Bnff, PL Enl, Q04. — Temm. 
Man, d" Orn, 324. 

Cirecii Plover. Lore. Faun. Oread, p. 88. 
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GoMea Plover. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 208. pL 72 . — Penn. Aret. 

Zool. 2. 3QQ.—WiU. Ang. 30^ — Lath. Gen. S^n. 5. tg3. 1.— 

Lath. Syn. Sup. 252. — Mont. Orn. Diet. 2. — Mont. Orn.Dict. 

Sup.—Bew. Brit. Birds. 1. 32t).— Lew. Brit. Birds. Z. pi. 181. 

Wale. Syn. 2. pi. 15S — Don. Brit. Birds. 2. pt.45. — PuU. 

Cat. Dors. l6. — Wills. Amer. Orn. 7 . 71-. P^‘ 1'** S' 

This elegant species is ten-inches and a half in 
length : the top of the head, as well as the whole 
of the upper parts of the body, the wings, and the 
tail, are fine silky black, varied with large golden- 
yellow spots placed on the edges of the webs : the 
sides of tlfe head, the -neck, and the breast, are 
varied with spots of grey, brown, and yellow ; the 
throat and under parts of the body are white : the 
quills black, their shafts white towards the tip : 
beak dusky : feet deep grey : irides brown ; female 
similar : the young during the first year have the 
upper parts dusky grey, spotted w'ith greyish yel- 
low. In the breeding season both sexes appear 
black on the lower part of the breast; these 
feathers begin to sliew themselves in March, and 
are perfected in May, at which time the female 
begins to lay. 

The eggs are four in number, about the size 
and shape of those of the Lapwing, of a greyish 
olive, blotched with dusky: they are deposited 
amongst heath. The young run as soon as hatched, 
and follow the mother to the damp places in 
search of worms : at first they are clothed with 
down of a dusky colour, and arc incapable of 
flying for a considerable time. The old birds are 
very tenacious of their ofi&pring, and become very 
bold during this time. 

r. XI. p. u. 
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This is a very common species, being' fbund 
throughout the greater portion of the globe. With 
us it is found throughout the whole year, and 
breeds on several of our unfrequented mountains, 
particularly those of the Scotch islands and the 
Grampian hills: ii^the southern parts of this 
country they are somewhat more scarce ^ parti- 
cularly in the county of Kent. They fly in small 
flocks, and make a shrill whistling noise, by an 
imitation of which they may be 'allured withii) gun- 
shot. 


ALWARGRIM PLOVER. 

(Charadrius apricarius.) 

Cb. eorporejusco alho luteoque jmnctatq^ gulA abdimine Uneaque 
sub cMo ntgritg roHro pedibusque cinereis. 

Plover with a brown body, spotted with white and yellow ; the 
throat, abdomen, and line beneath the neck, black ; the beak 
and feet grey. 

Charadrius apricarius. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1 . 254. d.^^Linn. Faun. 
Suec. \B9'—Gfnel. Syst. Nat. 1. 1. 6S7.—Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
742. 5. — 0. Fabr. Faun. Otoin. No. 79. p. 1 14. 

Le Pluvier dor4 b. goige noire. Buff. Ois. 8. 85. 

Pluvier dor6, (plup^ d’4t6.) Temm. Man. d'Orni. 326. 
Black-bellied Plover. Wills. Amer. Orn. 7. 41. p/. Ivii. f. 4. 
Alwargrim Plover, Pesm. Aref. Zool. 2. 3g8. — Laih. Gen. Syn. 

5. igs. 5. . 

■ ' ‘ 

/ This, which Temminek asserto is the summer 
plumage of the preceding species, I am induced to 
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consider distinct, as 1 have never seen a specimen 
that > was captured in England, where the Golden 
Plover is very common, and has been observed at 
all seasons. This is the size of the last described : 
its beak is one inch in length, and black : eyelids, 
dusky : irides brown : the pHlhnage on the upper 
parts of the body is black, spotted with orange.:’ 
at the base of the upper mandible the feathers are 
black : the forehead, between the eyes, white, pass- 
ing over each eye in a line down the sides of the 
neck to the> breast, where it unites to a band of the 
same across the latter: all the fore-parts of the 
lieck, breast, and under parts of the body, are also 
black, the band on the breast excepted : the rest 
is spotted with white : the secondaries, quills, and 
tail, are barred with brown and black : legs black. 
The male has the temples black-} in the female 
they are dusky. 

'1 his species inhabits the most northern parts of 
Europe, Asia, and America, beingfoundin Sweden, 
Denmark, Greenland, Russia, Siberia, Hudson's 
Bay, and New York. In Greenland it appears 
early in the spM^, rather sparingly, on all the 
southern lakes, fee*ding upon worms and the buds 
of. the black-berried heath : after breeding it re- 
turns south'ward. Its flesh is said to be exquisite. 
It is called in America the Large Whistling Fidd 
Bird, from its note, which is very shrill. 
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DOTTREL PLOVER. 

(Charadrius Morinellus.) 

Ch. pectore Jerrugineo^ Jhscia supercilioruhi pectorisque lineari 
albdj vertice r astro pedibusque drier eis. 

Plover with a ferruginous breast ; a fascia over the eyes, and a 
linear one on the breast white ; the crown, beak, and feet, 
grey. 

Charadrius Morinellus. Linn. Syst, Nat. 1. 254. 5. — Linn. 
Faun, Suec, 1S6. — GmeL Sifst. Nat. 1. 686. — Raii. Sj/n. 111. 
A. 4. — Briss, Orn. 54. 5. pl.A.Jl 2. — Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 7'l6' 
17. — Leach, Cal. Brit. Mus.p, 28. 

Charadrius Sibiricus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 6go.—Laih. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 7 AT. 19- 

Charadrius Tartaricus. Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 746. 15. 

Charadrius Asiaticus. Gmel, Syst, NaU 1. 684. — Lath. Ind. Om. 

2. 746. 14. 

Petit Pluvier, ou le Guinard. Buff, Ois. 8. 87. — Buff. PI. EnL 
832. — Temm. Man. d^Orni. 326. 

Asiatic Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 207* 12. 

Dotterel. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 210. pi. 73. — Penn. Arct. Zool. 
2. 487* A. — Alb, Birds. 2, pi. Ql.^Lnth. Gen., Syn. 5. 208. 14. 
— Lath. Syn. Sup, 253. — Pult, Cat, Doj^. I6. — JValc. Syn. 2. 
pi. 162. — Lewin. Brit. Birds, 5. pi. ISjflT-^Don. Brit. BirdSy 2. 
pi. 42. — Beuj. Brit. Birds. 1. p. 332. — AJont. Orn. Diet. 1. — 
Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. —Bing. Anim, Biog.2. 311. 

This bird is between nine and ten inches in 
length : the beak black : forehead mottled with 
dusky and grey ; its hinder part dull black : over 
the eye is a band of white, pointing downwards, 
and ending on the occiput : the sides of the head 
and throat are white : the hind part of the neck, 
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the back, and the wings, are greyish brown : the 
edges of the. feathers are pale rust-colour, and the 
lower part pf the back and the rump incline to 
grey : the greater quills are brown ; the outer edge 
and shaft of the first white : the fore-part of the 
neck olive-grey, varied near the throat with white : 
the lower part of the neck is bounded by a black 
line, beneath which is one of white : the breast 
and sides are pale dull orange : the middle of the 
belly black j its lower part and thighs reddish 
white : the tail olive-brown, with a dusky bar 
towards the tip, which is white, as are also the 
edges of the two outer feathers : legs black. The 
female is rather larger : the colours are more dull: 
the breast has a white line, and the belly is black, 
varied with white : the stripe over the eye is nar- 
rower than in the male. The young have the 
whole of the under parts of the body of a pale 
ferruginous brown. 

These birds inhabit the northern parts of Asia 
and Europe, frequenting the muddy borders of 
rivers, and breeding in the alpine lands : they are 
very stupid, and may be taken by the most simple 
artiBce j so that it was formerly the custom to 
go in quest of them in the night, with a lighted 
torch or candle, and the birds on these occasions 
will mimic the actions of the fowler with great 
archness; when he stretches out an arm, they 
stretch out their wings ; if he moves a foot, they 
move one also, and every other motion they en- 
deavour to imitate. This is the opportunity the 
fowler takes of entangling them in his net. At 



47a 


RINGED PLOVER. 


present the more certain method of the gun ha^ 
superseded this singular artifice, as it is easily shot, 
seldom flying to any great distance when dis* 
turbed. 

The Dottrel is a migratory species, being seen 
on our moors and downs in its flights to and from 
its breeding place, from April to June, and again 
from September to November : they fly in flocks 
of five or six during the latter period j these are 
generally the old birds and young brood, though 
occasionally upwards of a dozen are seen together. 
It is said to breed in Russia and Siberia, and other 
northern parts of Europe ; they are likewise sup* 
posed to breed in Cumberland and Westmorland, 
as they are abundant in some parts of those 
counties during the breeding season, and are also 
observed at the same period on the Scotch High* 
lands. 


RINGED PLOVER. 

(dkaradritts Hiaticula.) 

Cb. corjutre griteoifiueo, tubtus albo, pectore nigro,yronte nigri- 
ctmte JatdolA albA, vertieejuseo, rostra rubro apiee nigro, pe- 
dibtts lotas. 

YUfva with a grey^brown body; beneath white; with the 
breast blade; the forehead dusky, with a white stripe; the 
crown brown; the beak red, with a black. tip; the Set 
ydlow; 
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Charadrins Hiaticula. Linn, Syst, Naf. 1 . 2A3. 1 . — Linn. Faun. 
Suec. \6J.—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1 . 683. — Rail, iSyn. 112 . a. 6 .— 
Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. JAi. 8. 

Charadrius torquatus. Leach. Cat. Bril. Mus. p. 28. 

Pluvialis torquata minor. Briss. Om. 5. 63 . 8 . /d. i.f. 2 . 

Le Fluvier k collier. Bujf. Ois, 8 . 90 . — Buff. PI, Etd. 920 . 
Grand Fluvier i collier. Temm. Man. d*Omi. 328. 

Sea Lark. AU). Birds. \.pl. 80. — Lous. Faun. Oread, p. 89 . 
Ringed Plover. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 21 1. — Penn, Arct. Zool. 2. 
AQl}—Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 201. 6.—Lewin. Brit. Birds, S. pi. 
184. — Wale. Syn. pi. 161 .^ — Don. Brit. Birds. 1. pi. 18. — 

Pult. Cat. Dors. 16 . — Bew, Brit. Birds. 1.334. — Movd. Om. 
Diet. 2.—jMont. Om. Diet. Suppt — Wills. Amer. Orn. S, 30. 
pi. xxxvii.y; 3. 

Length seven inches.: the forehead, space be- 
tween the eye and beak, a broad coronal stripe 
. passing iover the eyes to the occiput, and a broad 
gorget on the breast, whose extremities join on the 
nape, are all deep black: a stripe through the 
middle of the forehead, the throat, collar round 
the neck, and sdl the under parts of the body, are 
white : the occiput and whole of the upper parts 
are grey-brown : the two middle tail-feathers 
greyish brown, growing black almost towards the 
tips ; the. three next on each side the same, with 
the tips white j the last but one is white, with a 
brown band : the outer one is white, with a small 
spot only : the shafts of the quiUs towards their 
tips, and a spot on their inner webs, pure white : 
beak orange, with the tip black: legs orange: 
claws black. The female with the coronal band 
narrower, and :the gorget on the breast dusky. 
The young has the whole of the parts that are 
destined to become black in the adult of a dusky 
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grey : the gorget id brown-grey, and the featherd 
of the upper parts of the plumage are greyish, with 
the edges of the feathers yellow. 

This species is common in all the northern coun- 
tries of Europe and America ; it is also abundant in 
Holland, France, and Italy, on the sea shore, but in 
Germany it afiects the borders of rivers : it is said 
to migrate into England in the spring and depart 
in autumn ; but this is denied by Montagu, who 
asserts that he has captured many specimens during 
the severest winters, in Devonshire, Cornwall, and 
other parts, when they leave the shore and retire 
inwards ; during the summer it frequents the sea 
shore, running nimbly along ^he sands, taking 
short flights, accompanied by loud twitterings, 
then alights .and runs again : if disturbed, it flies 
quite offl Early in May these birds pair : they 
make no nest, biit the female lays from three to 
five (generally four) eggs, in a small cavity in the 
sand, just above high-water mark: these are of a 
greyjJbrpwn, marked all over with small black and 
ash-coloured spots, which are blended towards the 
thicker end. They are greatly Attached to their 
young, and will use various artiflces to save them 
from injury. In the autumn they become grega- 
rious, and continue in small flocks during tho 
winter : they feed on marine insects and worms. 
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(Charadrius Curonicus.) 

Ch. eervieis Jascid lunulaque Jroniis nigrii, pileo cinereo^ Jiiseid 
oculari ntgricante undiUaid^ dorsoalis cauddque cinereis, pedibus 
rubescentibus. 

Plover with the top of the neck^ and a fascia and lunule on the 
forehead, black j the pileus grey ; an undulated dusky fascia 
near the eye] the back, winge, and tail, grey; the feet 
reddish. 

Charadrius Curonicus. GmeL S^st. Nat* 1. 6Q2»—Lath* Ind* 
Orn. 2. 750. 31. 

Le petit Pluvier ^ collier. Buff, Oh* S.pl* 6. — Buff* FI. Enl. 921 • 
Temm* Man. dOrni. 330. 

Curonian Plover. Lath* Syn* Sup, II, 318* 0. 

This species is in length six inches : its beak ii 
entirely black : the circle round the eyes is of a 
lemon-yellow : the forehead, space between the 
eyes and beak, a broad coronal band passing over 
the eyes and in a straight line beneath, and a narrow 
gorget on the breast, whose extremities join on 
the nape, are deep black : a stripe through the 
forehead, the throat, a collar on the neck, and the 
whole of the under parts, white ; the occiput and 
whole of the upper parts of the body are dusky 
grey ; the two outer tail-feathers are .white, with a 
black bar on their inner web ^ the following is part 
white, and the rest, the two middle ones excepted, 
are tipped with white i the outer quill alone has 
the shaft white : legs flesh-colour. 
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This bird inhabits the sea shore near the mouths 
of large rivers : it is very abundant in Germany 
and towards the south of Europe, and occasionally 
migrates into Holland : it feeds on aquatic insects 
and squall wonns : it lays from three to five oblong 
eggs, of a whitish hue, mottled with large black 
spots and indistinct ones of grey>brown : they are 
deposited on the sandy shores. 


KENTISH PLOVBB. 

(Charadrius Cantianus.) 

Ch. Jmcui fronie coUari abdomineque albiSf vittd per oculos 
lateralibusque pectoris nigris. 

Brown Plover, with the forehead, collar, and abdomen, white ; 

a stripe through the eyes, and the sides of the breast, black. • 
Charadrius Cantianus. Lath. Ind. Orn. Sup. Ixvi. ] , 

Pluvier^ collier interrompu. Temm, Man, d'Orni. 331. 

Kentish Plover. Lew. Brit. Birds* pi. 185. Lath. Syn. Sup* 
11. 316 . 3 . — Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. 

Ringed Plover, variety. Mont. Om. Diet. Sup. 

About six inches and a half in length: the 
forehead, the eyebrows, which Are broad, a band 
on the nape, -and the whole of the under parts, are 
pure white : a space between the eye and the beak, 
and large angular patch on the head, and a broad 
Spot on each side of the breast, are deep black : 
behind each oye is a large spot- of grey>black : the 
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head and nape are bright red : the upper parts -of 
the plumage are grey-brown : the whole of the 
quills have white shafts : the latei:al tail-feathers 
on each side are white ; the third the same, and 
the rest brown : the beak, irides, and feet, black. 
The female does not possess the angular spot on 
the top of the head : the space between the eye 
and the beak, and spot behind the eye, are grey- 
brown : the red on the head and nape is tinged 
with grey. The young ones have not the black 
hue : the forehead, the eyebrows, and the nape, 
are slightly marked with a shade of white : the 
large spot on the lateral part of the breast is 
indicated by bright brown ; the whole of the fea- 
thers on the upper parts are grey-brown, edged 
with clear grey. 

The three last described birds possess so many 
characters in common, that it is very difficult 
to discriminate them apart ; but by a proper at- 
tention to the description it is hoped any one will 
be enabled to define them, as the descriptions, to 
avoid any possibility of mistake, are taken from 
Temminck, who has had frequent opportunities of 
seeing all the three in a free state. 

The present species is very abundant in Holland ; 
it migrates into Germany and the south, and occa- 
sionally into England, three or four having been 
taken near Sandwich in Kent : it lives on theborders 
of the sea, and sometimes, though rarely, on the 
banks of rivers : it feeds on small beetles, other 
ipsects, and marine worms : it lays its eggs on the 
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sand and shingle of the sea shore ; they vary in 
number from three to five, and are of a yellow- 
olive, marked with various sized irregular spots of 
dusky brown. 


9 


NOISY PLOVER. 

(Charadriua vociferus.) 

Ch. corpore supra griseo-fusco suhtus albo^ Jasciis pectoris colli 
frontis genarumque ntgris^ caudd luted fasctd nigrd, pedibus 
Jlavis, rostro nigro. 

Plover with the body above grey-brown j beneath white 5 with 
black fasciae on the breast, the neck, forehead, and cheeks ; 
the tail yellow, with a black fascia ; the feet yellow j the 
beak black. 

Charadrius vociferus. Linn, Syst, Nat, 1. 253 . 3 .— Gmc/. Syst, 
Nat, 2 » 6 B 5 .—Lath, Ind, Orn, 2. 742 . 6. 

Chnrailrius torquatus. Linn, Syst, Nat, 1 . 255 . 9. ? 

Pluvialis Virginiana torquata. Briss, Orn, 5 . 68. 9. 

Pluvialis Dominicensis torquata. Briss, Orn. 5 , JO, 10. pL 6 , 

/a. 

Kildir. Buff, Ois, 8. 96. 

Pluvier k collier dc St. Domingue. Buff, PI, Enl, 286 . 
Chattering Plover, or Kill-Deer. Catesb, Carol, 1. jp/. 7].— - 
Wills, Amer, Orn, 7. 73. pL lix.yi 6. 

Noisy Plover. Penn, Arct, Zooi, 2 . 400 .— LaM. Gen, Syn, 5. 

199. 

This species is thus described by Latham: 
** Size of a Snipe : length nine inches and three 
quarters : beak above an inch long, and black : 
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eyelids red : eyes black : the forehead is white : 
between the eyes, across the head, a bar of black, 
passing on each side to the hind head : the chih 
and fore-part of the neck is white ; at the lower 
part of the neck the white encircles it like a ring, 
and is accompanied by a bar of black all round : 
on the breast is another black bar, and except 
these, all the under parts are white : the hind part 
of the head, neck, and upper part of the body and 
wings, are^ dusky brown : rump rusty oi'ange ; the 
feathers very long : some of the feathers which 
fall over the greater quills fringed witli white ; the 
last black ; a few of the outer ones have white 
shafts : tail the colour of the rump, much rounded 
in shape, near the end barred with black, the 
tip white: legs pale yellow: male and female 
much alike.” 

This is a restless noisy species, setting up its 
cry the moment any one approaches : it is confined 
to America, being found at New York, Carolina, 
and Virginia; at the latter place it remains all 
the year, and is called kill-deer, from its note 
resembling that word : it migrates to New York 
in spring, where it breeds, and lays three or frur 
eggs ; returns south in the autumn. 
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(Charadrius Philippensis.) 

Ch.Juscus, regione oculorum torque coUi cauddque nigris, Jronte 
corpore sublus reclricibusque apice albU, 

Brown Plover, with the space round the eyes, collar on the 
neck, and tail, block ; the forehead, body beneath, and tips of 
the tail-feathers, white, 

Charatirius Philippensis. Lath.Ind. Orn. 2- 745. 11* 

Petit Pluvier i collier de Lu^on. Sonner. Voy, Ind. 84. pl> 46. 

Alexandrine Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 205. 9 . e. 


This bird is described and figured by Sonnerat : 
it is about the size of a Lark : its beak is black : 
irides yellow: on the forehead is a white spot; 
from thence beyond the eye and the sides black, 
bounded by a brown line, passing across the head 
from one eye to the other : the hind head, nape, 
back, and wings, brown : tail black, tipped with 
white : the throat, fore-part of the neck, and belly, 
white ; this is continued on each side below the 
nape, so as nearly to surround the neck : below 
this is a black collar, passing qiiite round the 
neck : legs dusky. This bird inhabits the marshy 
grounds in the island of Luifonia, and feeds upon 
insects. 
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(Charadrius Novae>Zca1andis.) 

Ch. cinereo-viridiSf ^facie et torque colli nigris, vittd annulari 
capitis JasciA alarum corporeque subtus albis. 

Grey-green Plover, with the face and ring on the neck black j 
an annular stripe on the head, fascia on the wings, and body 
beneath, white. 

Charadrius ^ovae Zealandia:. Ijoth. Ind. Orn, 2. 745. 12. 
Charadrius Novae Seelandiae. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 684. 

New Zealand Plover. Lath. Gen, Syn. 5. 206. 10. pi. 83. 

Described and figured by Latham. “ A trifle 
bigger than the Ringed Plover: length eight 
inches : beak one inch long, red, with a black tip : 
irides blue-grey : eyelids red: the fore-part of the 
neck, taking in the eye, chin, and throat, black, 
passing backwards in a collar at the hind head ; 
all the back part of the head behind the eye greenish 
ash-colour ; these two colours divided by white : 
the plumage on the upper parts of the body the 
same colour as the back of the head : quills and 
tail dusky : the last order of coverts white for some 
part of their length, forming a bar on the wing : 
the under parts of the body white : legs red. In- 
habits Queen Charlotte’s Sound : known there by 
the name of Doodooroa~httoo'* 
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b. Capite carunculato . . 
b. Head carunculated. 

HOODED PLOVER. 


(Charadrius pileatus.) 

CH.cristatuSiJronte carunculato, corpore supra rufo*gris€o suhtus 
albo, vertice gut A remigibus caudaque apice nigris. 

Crested Plover^ with a carunculated frontal wattle ; the brdy 
above red grey ; beneath white ; the crown^ throat, quills, and 
tip of the tail, black. 

Charadrius pileatus. GmeLS^yst, Nat, 1*691. — Lath. Ind. Orn, 
2 . 749 - '^ 6 . 

Pluvicr coille du Senegal. Buff. Ois* 8. 100. — Buff. PI. Enl. B34, 
Hooded Plover. Lath. Gen. S^n. 5. 215. 21. 

Native of Senegal ; length ten inches and a 
half: beak yellow, red towards the end, and black 
at the tip: the forehead covered with a carun- 
culated yellow membrane, passing round the eyes : 
the head and part of the neck black: the hind 
head furnished with a few short pointed feathers, 
hanging like a small crest, beneath which it is 
white: the upper parts of the body are rufous 
grey : all the under parts are white, with a few 
dusky dashes down the fore-part of the neck : the 
quills and tip of the tail are black : the tail very 
short : the legs red. 
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WATTLED PLOVER. 
(Charadrius bilobus.) 


Ch. rufo-griteus, superciliis abdomine Jasctaque alarum aUtis, 
pUeo remigibus Jusci6que rectricum nigris, carwictdA Jrontis 
dependeute. 

B*d-grey Plover; with the eyebrows, abdomen, and stripe on 
the wing^, white ; the pilcus, quills, and band on the tail- 
feathers, Iflack ; the front with a depending wattle. 
Charadrius bilobus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 6gi. — Latk. Ind. Orn, 
2. 750. 28. 

Le Fluvier ^ lambeaux. Buff. Ois. 8. 102. 

Le Pluvier de la cote de Malabar. Buff. PI. Enl. 880. 

Wattled Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 216. 23. 

Length nine inches and a half : beak yellow : 
the forehead with a naked bare skin hanging 
down in,* pointed flap on each side of the jaw : 
the crown of the head black : through the eye a 
stripe of white : the neck and upper parts of the 
body are yellowish grey, deepest on the back : the 
under parts, from the breast, white : greater wing- 
coverts with a band of white : quills black : tail 
similar to the back, crossed with a bar of black at 
the end, and the tips and outer webs of some of the 
exterior feathers white. It inhabits the coast of 
Malabar. 
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B. AhMxalcarata:, 

B. Wings armed with a spur. 


SENliGAL PLOVEU. 

(Charadrius Senegalensis.) 

Ch. remigihus pectore pedibusqtie ntris, occipite crutaio^ rectri^ 
cibus dimidiato albis^ aluUs spmosis. 

Plover with the quills, breast, and feet, dusky; the hind head 
crested ; the tail-feathers half white ; the wings with a spur. 
Charadrius spinosus. Linn, S^st, Nat. 1. 256. 12, — Gmel. Syst, 
Nat. 1. 690. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 748. 24. 

Pluvianus Senegalensis armata. Briss. Orn. 5. 86. 15. pL 7>f. 2. 
Le Pluvier ^ aigrette. Buff. Ois. 8. 99. 

Spur- winged Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 2l3. 20. 

Latham gives the following description of this 
curious bird : “ Size of the Golden Plover : length 
twelve inches : beak above an inch long, and black : 
irides red : the crown of the head and throat are 
black, passing a little way down the neck before : 
the hind head a little crested ; the back pai't of 
the neck, and upper part of the body, and scapulars, 
are grey: sides of the head, and all the under 
part, from throat to vent, yellowish white, except 
a crescent of black on the breast, the convex part 
uppermost: the lesser wing-coverts are black ; the 
middle ones as the back j the greater yellowish 
white ; but some of the outer ones, and the nine 
outer greater quills, are black ; the ten next half 
white, half black ; the two following yellowish 
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white, and the four next the body grey : on the 
fore-part of the wing, just within the bend, is a 
spur half an inch in length, a little bent, and 
black : tail yellowish white, tipped with black, 
deepest on the two middle feathers : legs black.*’ 
This species is a native of Egypt, frequenting 
the marshy places during the month of September. 


CRESTED PLOVER. 

(Charadrius cristatus.) 

CIh. corporc supra casianeo^ collo abdomineqne imoalbis^ collo an- 
ticepectore capite supra remigibus caudaque apice nigris, altdis 
spinosis, • 

PJover with the body above chesnut ; the neck and abdomen 
white j the front of the neck, breast, head above, quills, and 
tip of the tail, black ; the wings with a spine. 

Charadrius spinosus, 0. Linn. Stjsl. Nat, 1. 25Q. 12. — Lath. 
Ind. Orn. 2. 748. 24. 

Pluvialis Pcrsica cristata. Briss. Orn. 5. 84. 14. 

Pluvicr armc du Sendai. Buff. PI, Enl. 601. 

Pluverhuppc de Perse. Buff. Ois. 8 . 98. 

J31ack-breasted Indian Plover. Edw, pi. 47 . male. 

Spur- winged Plover. Edvo. pi, 280. female. — Lath, Gen. S^n. 
5, 214. A. 

Allied to the last : it is eleven inches and a 
half in length : its beak rather more than an inch, 
and black : top of the head shining black : cheeks, 
sides of the neck, and.occiput, white ; the latter 
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«lightly crested : the upper part of the neck, back, 
scapulars, rump, and upper taibcoverts, are ches- 
nut-brown : wing-coverts similar to the back ; but 
those farthest from the body, and the secondaries, 
are chesnut-brown, -tipped with white : the greater 
quills are black : the throat and fore-parts of the 
neck, the lower part of the belly, and the vent, 
black : the breast and upper parts of the belly and 
of the vent white : the tail white for two-thirdS of 
its length, the rest black : legs deep brown. 

The supposed female differs principally in having 
the whole of the neck white, the black on the 
throat only reachhig for an inch down : breast 
and upper part of the belly dull black: the 
outer tail-feather tipped with white. Inhabits 
Russia, and the borders of the river Coic, near 
Aleppo. 


CAYENNE PLOVER. 

(Charadilns Cayanus.) 

Cil. capUe coUopdHice fazdtque pectoris nigris,fasci& ocdpitis 
anntdari •collo antice abimine ha^qtie caudie aUdSf eduUs 
spinosis. 

Plover with ftie head, hind part of the neck, and band on the 
breast, black i with a fascia on the occiput, ring on the neck, 
abdomen, and base of the tail, white ; wings armed with a 
spine. • 
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Charadiius Cayanus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 749. 25. 

Le Ptevier ann£ de Cayenne. Bu^. Oit. 8. Pt. 

Eld. 833. 

Spur-winged Plovpr. Lath, Gen. Syn, S. 215. 20. b. 

Like the two preceding species, the bend of the 
wing in this is armed with a sharp blunt spur : the 
total length of the bird is about nine inches : beak 
one inch, and dusky : the hind part of the head 
and nape are white, varied with grey : the fore- 
part and sides black, passing back to the nape, 
and occupying all the hind part of the neck ; it 
then comes forward on the fore-part, above the 
breast, forming a collar: between this and the 
chin is white: the middle of the back and the 
wings are rufous grey: the scapulars and quills 
are black : the under parts of the body, from, the 
breast, are white: the basal half of the tail is 
white, the rest black : legs yellowish. Native of 
Cayenne. 
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PLUVIANUS. PLUVIAN. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum basi crassum, versus 
medium compressum, acu- 
tum; mandibula superiore 
ad apicem dcclive. 

Nares ovatae. 

Pedes tridactyli; digiti gra- 
Giles, exteriores basi mem- 
brand connexi. 


Beak thick at the base, com- 
pressed towards the mid- 
dle, acute; the upper man- 
dible bent down at the tip. 

Nostrils oval. 

Feet three-toed, the toes 
slender, the outer ones con- 
nected at their base by a 
membrane. 


Fluvianus. Vieill. 
Charadrius. Lath, Gmel, Cuv^ 


The manners of the birds of this genus are not 
known, but it is presumed that they are not very 
dissimilar to those of the preceding : they appear 
to be natives of the southern parts of Asia and 
Africa. 



jftLACK-HEADED PLUVIAy. 


(Pliivianus mclanoccphalus. ) 

Pl. cccruleo^griseusy capite cnllo po&tico dorsoque nigrisy superciliis 
collo antice pectoreque pallide riifis. 

Blue-grey Pluvian ; with the head, hind-part of the neck, and 
backi black ; the eyebrows, fore-part of the neck, and the 
breast, pale rufous. 

Charadriu^ melanocephalus. GmeL S^st. Nat, i. 692.— 

Ind. Orn. 2. 750. 29. 

Le Pluvian du Senegal. Buff. Ois. 8. 104. — Duff, PI, EnL 9I8. 

Black-headed Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 217- 24. 


Locai^ity unknown ; length seven inches : the 
beak is black ; one inch long : the upper part and 
sides of the head black : the forehead yellowish, 
this colour passing over each eye in a broad streak, 
like an eyebrow : the hind part of the neck and 
back are black : the quills black, varied with white 
on their outer webs ; the wings, rump, and tail, 
are greyish ash ; the feathers of the latter, except 
the two middle ones, marked with black near their 
tips, which are white ; the under parts of the 
body, from the chin, pale rufous, the breast deepest, 
and mottled with dusky : the abdomen and vent 
nearly white : legs greyish ash : claws black. 
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WREATHED PLUVIAN. 
(PluvianuscoronatttB.) ‘ 

fu^ktau capite superiore nigrot oceipUU anuulo, ahdomine, 
JktdA alarum, emd&qw aHit, remigibus^^tscidjue rectricum ad 
apieem nigris. 

BrownPluvian, with theupper part of the head blade ; ring on 
the oedput, abdomen, fiiscia on the wings and tdl, white ; 
the quills and band towards the tip of the tail blade. 
Charadrius coronatus. Gmd. Syst. Nat. 1. GQ\.—Lath. Ind. 
Or«. a. 749« 27. 

PluTier couronn4 da Ca^e Bonne Esperance. Oi*. 8. 

PI. fiOO. 

Wreathed Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn.S. 216. 22. 

This is a singular species : it inhabits the Cape 
of Good Hope : its length is twelve inches : its 
beak is reddish, dusky towards the tip : the head 
even with the eye, and chin, are black : round the 
crown runs a list of white, endrding the head like 
a wreath: the hind part of the neck and upper 
parts of the body are brown, with a gloss of greenish 
purple in some lights : the quills are black : the 
wing-coverts white : the neck, as far as the breast, 
is grey : the breast is glos^d with purple, similar 
to the back, and varied with a few black q>ots: 
‘the belly is white : the tail the same, with a broad 
band of black near the end : legs ferruginous. 
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ARENARIA. SANDRRLING. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum mediocre, gradle, 
rectum, basi compressum, 
ad apicem dilatatum ob- 
tusum. 

Nares laterales. 

Pedes graciles, tridactyli ; dU 
giti fissi. 

Alee mediocres. 


Beak medial,8lender,straight, 
the base compressed, to- 
wards the tip dilated and 
obtuse. 

Nostt^ lateral. 

Feet slender, three-toed; the 
toes deft. 

Wings medial. 


Arsnaria. Temm,^ Becks.^ Cuvier. 
Calxdris. Briss.f Leach, Vieill, 
Tringa. Rati., Idnn., Gmel. 
Charadrxus. Unn., Gmel., Lath. 


HThERE is but one species of this genus, which 
was confounded by Linn£ with Tringa } but its 
characters are evidently dissimilar, as are also its 
manners : it breeds towards, the north, emigrating 
in small flocks on the sea shore : it lives on marine 
worms, &c. 
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, COMMON SANDERLING^ 

(Arenoria vulgaris.) 

Ar. rostro pedibusque nigrii^lorii uroppgioque subgriseis, corpora 
subtus albo immaculato, remigibus primoribus scapis candidis, 
Sanderling with the beak and feet black ; the lores and rump^ 
greyish ; the body beneath pure white ; the shafts of the pri- 
mary quills white. 

Arenaria vulgaris. Beth. 4. 368. — Temm, Man. (TOmi. 334. 
Calidris arenaria. Leach. Cat. Mus. Brit. p. 28. 

Tringa arenaria. Idnt^psU Nat. l. 255. Q. — Gmel. Spst. Nat. 
1. 680. — Raii. Syn, 1 ^.a. 11. 

Gharadrius Calidris. Linn. Spst. Nat. 1. 251. 16. young.— 
Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. £89. young. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 741. 4.^ 
young. 

Gharadrius rubidus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1 . 688. summer plumage. 

Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 740i 2. summer plumage. 

Calidris grisea minor. Briss. Orn. 5. 236. 17. j?/. 20. 2. 

Le Sanderling. Buff. Ois. 7. 532. ' 

Sanderling variable. Temm. Man. ffOrni. 334. 

Ruddy Plover. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 404. young. Lath. Gen. 

Syn. 5. 193. 2^fFills. Amer. Orn. 7, 129. pi. lxiii.j^ 3. young. 
Sanderling orCurwill^. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 212. pi. 73.-^ 
Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. AOB.'^Alb. Birds. 2. pi. 74.^Lath. Gen. 

- ,Syn. 5. 197* — Lath. Syn* Sup. 253. — Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 31&. 
•-^Lemn. Brit. Birds. 5. pi. 183. — Walt. Syn. 2. pi. 160.— 
P«ft. Cat. Dors. p. 16.— Bm Brit. Birds. 2. p. 1. — Mont. 
Orn. Diet. 2.^Motaf. Om. Diet. Sup.— Linn. Trans. 8. 268^ 
* WiUs. Amerrn Om. 7. 68. pi. lix. ff. 4. 

Length eight inches : the whole of the upper 
parts of the body and ddes of the neck are of a 
gre3rish white, with the middle of each feather 
deeper : the^ face, throat, fore-paii; of the neck. 
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and the whole of the under parts of the body, are 
pure white : the edge of the wings and the quills 
are black, their coverts edged with white: the 
base of the quills and the shafts are pure white : 
the tail-feathers are grey, edged with white : beak, 
irides, and feet, black. This is the autumnal and 
winter pkimage; in the spring it gains the fol- 
lowing. The face and top of the head are marked 
with large black spots, and the feathers are bor- 
dered wijh red, and slightly with white : the neck, 
the breast, and the upper parts of the sides, are 
grey-red, with the middle of each feather spotted 
with black, and their tips whitish : the back and 
scapulars are deep rufous, with large black spots, 
and the whole of the feath^s edged and tipped 
with white ; the wing-coverts are dusky brown, 
undulated with rufous : the two middle tail-feathers 
are black, edged with greyish red : the belly and 
the rest of the under parts are pure white. The 
young before moulting have the top of the head, 
back, scapulars, and wing-coverts, black: the 
whole of the feathers are edged and spotted with 
yellowish : between the beak and eye is dusky 
brown : the nape, sides of the neck and of the 
breast, are bright grey, with delicate undulated 
stripes: the forehead, throat, fore-part of the 
neck, and whole of the under parts of the body, 
are pure white : the edge' of the 'wing, the quills, 
and tail, are similar to the adults. 

This seems to be a pretty general inhabitant 
of the globe, being found in Europe, Asia, and 
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America : in the former it is abundant in the 
spring and autumn, on the coasts of Holland and 
England, flocking together with the Furres. Its 
nourishment consists of small beetles and other 
marine insects: it breeds in the northern parts. 
By some persons they are called Oxbirds, by 
o&ers Curwillet or Towwilly.. • 
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HiEMATOPUS. OYSTERCATCHER. 


Generic Character, 


Rostnm compressumy Tec- 
tum* lon^m, apice cu- 
neatum. 

Narea laterales, in fossul^ 
atse. 

Pedea cursorii, tridacl^H, 
fis», digiU exteriores basi 
membranfi connexi. 

Aloe medicares* remige pri- 
nune longiore. 


Setde compressed* stnught* 
long^ the dp cuneated. 

Noatr^ latoal, ^aoed in a 
groove. 

Feet farmed for running* 
thi^toed* deft ; the outer 
toes connected at the base 
by a membrane. 

Winga medial, the first qiuU 
longest. 


Hjbmatofus. 2iaii. Linn. GmeL Lath. Tenon. YitHl, Leach, ^c, 

OsTKALBOA. BrisS. 

ScOLOFAX. Scop. 


X HE Oystercatcher alivays resides on the sea 
shore: it feeds on marine animals: it runs and 
flies with great freedom : its feet are strong and 
muscular : its toes are all placed forwud, and the 
exterior ones are connected as far as the first joint 
by a membrane* and the interior by a slight rudi> 
menbof one ; the toes are also edged with a slight 
membraneous appendage. 
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COMMON OYSTEttCATCHER. 

(Haematopus Ostralegus.) 

Ha. niger, corpore subtus Ja$cid gulari et alarum uropygio cau^ 
ddqne basi albis. 

Black Oystercatcherj with the body beneath, a fascia on the 
throat and wings> the rump, and base of the tail, white. 
Haematopus Ostral^us. Linn, SysL Nat, 1 . 25/. — Ifinn, Faun, 
Suec. 192. — QrheL Syst.Nat, 1. 694. — Raii, Syn. 103. a . 7. — 
Lath, Ind. Orn, 732. 1,— Leach, Cat, Brit, Mus, p, 28. 
Ostralega, aeu t^rea Maiitima. Briss, Om. 3. 38. 3. 2. 
L’Huitrier. Oja. 8. 119*^/. 9. — Buff, PL Enl, 929. 
Huitrier. Temnu Man* (POrni. 340. 

Sea Pie, Pied Oystercatcher. Penn, Brit, ZooL 2, 213. pL 74. 
— Penn, Arct, ZooL 2. AOB^^WilL Ang, 297. — Alb, \,pL 78. 
-^atesb, Carol, 1. pL €i5,^^Hayes, Brit. Birds, pi, 12.— 
Lath, Gen, Syn, 5.2lQ,pL 84. — Lew, Brit, Birds. 5, pi, 188.— 
•^Walc, Syn, 2, pL lQ6,--^Don, Brit, Birds, 3,pL 62, — PulL 
Cat. Dors, p, 15.— -Bata. Brit, Birds, 2, 7. — Mont, Orn, Dkt, 
2,— Mont, Orn, Diet. Sup,— Low. Faun, Oread, p, gi.—Wills, 
Amer, Orn. 8. 13. pi, Ixiv.y. 2, 

This species has the head, neck, upper part of 
the breast, back, wings, and tip of the tail, of a 
deep black : the rump, base of the tail and of the 
quills, a transverse stride on the wings, and the 
whole of the under parts of the body, of a pure 
.white: the beak and .circle round the eyes of a 
bright orange : the irides crimson : the feet fine 
red: the female similar. The young have, the 
plumage shaded and bordered with brown in those 
parts that are black in the adult : the white is of a 
dirty hue :^the beak and circle round the eyes are 
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dusky brown : the irides are brown, and the feet 
grey, and before the autumnal or second moult 
the beak becomes spotted with black. 

It varies occasionally in having a white streak 
beneath the eyes, and a transverse one on the 
throat; it also occurs mottled with black and 
white, and of a pure white, but this last is of rare 
appearance. 

Oystercatchers abound on the coasts of Eng- 
land, an^l are in the greatest profusion towards 
the west : tHey feed on limpets and oysters, and 
from, their dexterity in procuring the latter their 
name is derived : on observing one of them which 
gapes wide enough to insert its beak, it thrusts it 
in and thus takes out the inhabitant. It does not 
construct any nest, bu^ deposits its eggs on the 
bare ground, above high-water mark ; they are 
generally four in number,* of an olivaceous brown, 
blotched with black, and are arranged in the form 
of a square, with the small ends inward, thus giving 
the greatest security and warmth to each. The 
young are hatched in about three weeks, and are 
said to be capable of running as soon as they quit 
the eggs, and are immediately led by the parents 
to their proper food. Duriilg the period of incu- 
bation the male is very watchful, and upon the 
least alarm utters a loud scream and flies ofi*, as 
does also the female, afiter running some distance 
from the place where the eggs are deposited. In 
the winter they often associate in considerable 


* Temminck says two, and but rarely three. 
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flocks, and stfe very wild ; but if taken young may 
be easily reared, and will frequent the ponds and 
ditches during the day, keeping in company with 
domestic poultry. They<are abundant tluroughout 
all the coasts of Europe, Rnd occur on many of 
those of Asia and America. 

Two other species of this genus are described, 
one said to be totally black, from New Holland 
and other parts of the south, the other without the 
white on the throat, from the Cape of Good Hope ; 
but as I have not seen either drawings or specimens, 
I am under the necessity of remaining silent on 
the subject. 
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EROLIA. EROLlA. 


Generic Character, 


Rostrum baa rotundatum, 
longum, supra sulcatum, 
arcuatim deflexum, aj^ 
dilatato, obtusiusculo. 

Pedes cursoru, ttidactyli, dt- 
giH exterioies baa mem> 
bran& connexa. 

Exolia. Vieil. 


Beak rounded at baser 
long, above sulcated, aidi« 
ed, and deflexed, the tip 
dilated and obtuse. 

Feet formed ibr running, 
three-toed, the outor toes 
connected at the base a 
membrane. 


This genus was established by Vieillot in his 
Analyse d*une Nouvelle Ornithologie E16mentaire, 
but no mention is made of the manners of the only 
species belonging to it. 


VARIEGATED EROLIA. 

(Erolia variq^ata.) 

Ea. tupra ein^ oiReUtque variegatA, suktu alh&, eatto pee- 
toreque Juseo UneatU, teauA aUA a rostra ed oesiot, reeugUiu 
reetriMiuque nigrieaHtiies, roitro psdibesqne eigris, 

V. XI. P. II. 33 
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Erolia above Tariegated with, white and grey; beneath white; 
with the breast and neck striped with ftuooas ; fionflie beak 
to the qres a white streak; the dusky ; 

the be^ and feet Ua^ 

Erolia vari^ta. VieU. Amd. (fane Nom. Om, BUm, f, 6^. 

A NEW bird, described as above by Vieillot, who 
states it to be a native of Airica, and of the size of 
the Ringed Plover, but does not stand so high on 
the legs. Its habits are not noticed. 
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CURSORIUS. COURSER. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite brevius, tere- 
tiusculum, gra€ile, forni- 
catum, veiyus apicem in- 
curvum, acutum. 

Nares ovatae, tubere minuto 
instructae. 

Pedes cursorii, tridactyli ; di- 
git! brevi, exteriores basi 
membranulft conned ; un^ 
gues btevissimae. 

Ala mediocres, remige se- 
cunda longior quam pri- 
more. 


Beak shorter than the headi 
rounded, slender, arched; 
towards the tip bent down, 
and acute. 

Nostrils ovate, furnished with 
a small tubercle. 

Feet formed for running, 
three-toed; the toes short, 
the outer ones connected 
at the - base by a slight 
membrane ; the claws very 
short 

Wings medial, the second 
feather longer than the 
first 


CuRSORius. LaM., Meijer, Temm,^ Cuv. 
Charadrius. Chnel. 

TacHydromus. lllig,f Vieil. 


^ HE species ofthis genus inhabit the hot countries 
of Asia and Africa, but their manners still remain 
in obscurity. One species sometimes, though 
very rarely, visits - Europe^- only, three instances 
being on record; one in Fiwce, one in Austria, 
and the other in England. 
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cream-coloured courser. 

(Cimoriuf isabellinus.) 

Qm. Jwettcenn^ strigApir tuiulos pallidd^ remigibus maculAfone 
oeulos et ad apicem rtctricum lateraUum nigris, abdomine 
aUndo, 

Fuscescent Couraerj a pale stripe through the eyes ; the 
quills« spot beneath thh eyes, and at the tip of the lateral tail- 
feathers, black j the abdomen whitish. 

Cursorius isabellinus. v Man^ d*Omu 342. 

Cursorius Europseus. Lath. Ind. Om, 2.751. 1. 

Charadrius Gallicus. Omel. S^it. Nat. ]» 6l2. 27* 

Lc Coure-vite. Ois. B. 128. — Bujfl PL Enl. 795. 

Coure-vite isabelle. Tetnm. Man. itOrni, 342. 

Cream-colour^ Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 217 * 25.— Lath. 
Syn. Sup. 25A*pl. Il6.— -JLeto. Brit. Birds. 5. pL 187. — W’^c. 
Syn.2.pl. 164.— Mont. Om. Diet. 2.— Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. 


Length ten inches ; beak black* three-quarters 
of an inch long : the forehead* under parts of the 
body* neck, back* tail* and wing-coverts, of a 
reddish cream-colour; the latter edged with grey :* 
the throat whitish : behind the eyes a double black 
stripe : the abdomen whitish : the whole of the la- 
teral tail-featho’s blac^ towards the tip, with a small 
spot of white in the .centre of the black : legs yel- 
lowish. 

Thjb i^e species is a native of Africa, and has 
three times been captured in the southern and 
temperate parts of Europe ; which being an acci- 
dental circumstance* 1 have adopted the name 
proposed by Meijer and Temminek, as the one 
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used by Latham is not applicable : the manners of 
the bird are unknown. 

One of the fhree before*mentioned specimens 
was shot near St. Alban’s, in Kent, the seat of 
William Hamond, Esq., who presented it to Dr. 
Latham, with the following account. “ It was 
first met with running upon some light land, and 
so little fearful^as it, that after having sent for a 
gun, one was brought to him which did not readily 
go ofij having been charged some time, and in 
consequeivce missed his aim. The report frightened 
the bird away ; but after making a turn or two, it 
again settled within a hundred yards of him, when 
he was prepared with a second shot, which dis- 
patched it. It was observed to run with in- 
credible swiftness, and at intervab to pick up 
something from the ground ^ and was so bold as 
to render it difficult to make it rise from the 
ground, in order to take a more secure aim on the 
wing. The note was not like any kind of Plovers, 
nor indeed to be compared with that of any known 
bird.” This specimen found its way intd the Le- 
verian Museum, at the time of the sale of which it 
was purchased from Fichtel, who had bought it, by 
that zealous British naturalist, Donovan, for the 
sum of eighty-three guineas. It is now deposited 
in the British Museum. 
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COROMANDEL COURSER* 

(Cunorius Aaiaticus.) 

MuperdUU gylA abdomine mo uropj/ff/o caudAque 
apice albis, remigibus Jtuciajue oculari nigris^ ' 

Fuscous Coursefy with the eyebrows, throat, abdomen, rump, 
and tip of the tail, white ; the quills and stripe on the eyes 
black. 

Cursorius Asiaticus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 7^1* 2. 

Cursorius Coromandelicus. Gmel. Spst. Nat. !• 6g2. 
Coure*vite de CoromandeL Buffi Oh. 8. 129 .— 

892 . 

Cofomandel Plover. Lath. Gen, Syn, 5. 217* 26. 

Thb following is Latham’s description of this 
bird : *' Size of the former : top of the hea(L and 
fore>parts, as far as the breast, reddish chesnut: 
chin whitish : behind the eye a white streak, and 
through the eye a black one, passing to the hind 
head, the white entering a little way into the black 
at the back part: behind the neck, the back* 
wings, and tail, brown: upper part of the belly 
dusky: the rest of the parts beneath, the rump, 
uppN t^>coverts wd tip of the tail, white : quills 
black:; legs yelloaruh- %hite. From the coast of 
Coromandel,”. . * . 
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GRALLiEL 

Rostrum diveraum. 

Pedes Mradactyli^ aut me^ocrea out longt^ validi vel tenuea ; 
vRuqaik aupra genua plua minuafoe denudata s tarsi rotundati^ 
nudi reOctdaii ; DioiTi^sst aut baai membranA connexi; poUex 
• aut ^ terra elevaiua, aut apice ado inaktena^ vel humi tin- 
^ cumbena. 

Beak various. 

Feet four-toedi moderaitei or long, strong, or slender j the 
thigha more or less naked above the knee; torsf rounded, 
naked, and reticulated ; toea deft, or connected at the base'^by 
. amembrane; the hinder one either devated from the ground, 
the tip alone, or the whole resting thereon. 

These birds run about on the sea shores, and the 
borders oflakes and rivers : they subsist upon anne* 
leides, and small dshes and their fry, reptiles, and 
aquatic insects, the Cranes excepted, which live on 
beetles, larvae, and seeds : they live in pairs, but 
during their migrations, which take place regiduly 
in these climates, to the south of Europe and the 
shores of the Mediterranean, they associate in 
flocks. In many of the genera the speciesmoultand 
change their plumage regularly twice a year; in 
others they always retain: the same plumage, tm- 
deigoing the proper moiilt* The' division of this 
and the preceding ord^’ is not ' so natural ks 
eould be wished, the Squatafohe approaching 
very dosely to the Charadrii, and the VanelU 
matdially receding from', the birda of the otfabr 
genera. 
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SQUATAROLA. SQUATAROLLE. 


Generic Character, 


Sattrum Iweve, gradle, rec- 
taiU) onnpressuiii, fl|Hce 
subtumidf^ obtoao. 
laterales. 

f*€4ef tetra^aetyl^ «(. 

, tmoTM bd« memlnaii& 
ooaUti; pcUex breviBBirauB 
jtterr&devatvB. 

ilfa acumiiiatae, rem^ pti- 
move bng^cve. 


Beak du>i% slender, strai^t, 
oiHnpre 88 ed,the tip diglitly 
tumid and obtuse. 
iVbsfrtblateraL 
JPa^fouiwtoed, the outer toes 
jdned at the base -a 
mmbrane ; the lunder toes 
very cbort, and elevated 
from the ground. 

acuminated, the firsts 
quill longest. 


'SavaTABoi.A. Leach, Cue, 
Vj^niuos. Ternm,, Vi^, Brin. 
i^iHOA. XiMin., Gmd„ Lath. 
PiuviAt.18. Bay, 

CbabAdmoi. Pdl. 


jbTKK the bi|^ following genii^, 4 ^ 

l^des on the or ma^y pja^ 

lu^l ia noiimli^ uid '^e hirv^ 

of various .iqsects : Iqnly one i^edes is Ic^owus 
i|ia o^ve of too^if^ate regions : riio 
ctiw is extremely short. 
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GREY IQUATAROLLE. 

(Squatarola grisea.) 

Sci« corpm griseo subtus albido, urapj/gio alboyrectridhu albi$ 
Jasciis JusciSf rostro nigro^ p€dilms viresceutibus. 

SquataroUe with the body grey; beneath white $ the rump* 
white I the tail-feathers whitei with fdscous fasdes ; the beak 
black) the feet greenish. 

Squatarola grisea. Leach* Cat. Brit* Mus, p* Rp. 

IVinga squa^pla. Linn. Spst. Nat* !• 252* 23. — Linn. Faun. 
Sueg. 186f-— Grme/. Spst. Nat. 1. 6S2*^Lath. Ind.r Om* 2. 
729. II. * 

TflngaHelvetiea. linn. Nat. 1.290. 12. rammer plumage. 
r-6m^ Syst. Nat. 1« 676. summer {flumage.— LolA. Ind. 
Om. 2. 728. la summer ^umage. 

Triuga varia. linn. Sytt. Nat. 1. 292. 21. young. — Gnd. &ftt, 
Aal. 1. 682. young. 

Vanellus varius. Briu, Om. 5. 103. 8. pi. lO.Jl 2. young. 
VaacUus giiseus. Brut. Om. 5. lOO. 2. pi. %f. 1. 

Vaa^iu Britt. Om. 9. 106. 4. pi. 10. J". 1. mnimer 

plumagti. 

Plnvialisdnerea. Jtaii.Bpn. ill. a. 3. 

Vannean pluvier. Buj^. Ou. 8. 68.— PI. Bnl. 894.— 
Temm. Man. dOrm. 848. 

YmnsKP Tsitf. Bt0. Pl. Bnl. gu. young. 

Vonofean de Suisse. 19^. Oi^ 8. ^ — Bt^. PI. Bnl. 893. 

Swiss Sandpiper. Penn. Arct. ^ zgBr-Lath. Gan. Bpn, 
'9. iSf. 10.— Lath, Spn.Sap. %4BT 
Grey Flover. Alb. 1. pl. 76. Bsw. BrB. Birdt. 1. 331. 

Cbqr Sandpiper. Penm.BriNlp^Xigif—Penn.Artt.ZaiA.%. 
4g3.t-i^. Gsn. 3. 1^ Spn. Sip. 248.1-. 

Xau*. BtB* B*f^’ b. pl. Spn. pL 2. 146.— Piril. 

Cat. ^t. p. 18./— Mont. Orn. Dud, ^t—Mvat. Om. Diet. Sup, 

. NbaUlt one fiiot in lengdi i the forehead, eye. 
bnHWI« throat* middle ^.the belly, thighi, and 
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GREY SQUATAROLLE. 


abdomen, of a pure white : fore-part of the neck 
and sides of the breast white, varied with dusky 
and brown spots : the upper parts of the body 
dusky brown, varied with yellowish green spots, 
and the whole of the feathers tipped with dusky 
and whitish : the under* tail-coverts mottled with 
small diagonal brown bands: the tail white; red- 
dish towards the tip; striped with brown bars, 
which are paler and fewer in number on the outer 
feathers : beak black : irides dusky : feet dusky 
grey. The young somewhat resemble the old ; 
they have the forehead, fhe eyebrows, the sides of 
the breast and those of the body spotted, bift 
paler , than in them : the colour of the upper parts 
of the plumage is of a white grey, varied with 
dusky ; the quills being slightly edged with whitish : 
the transverse bars on the tail are grey. 

The summer plumage is as follows: the space 
between the eye and the be^ak, the throat, the sides 
and fore-part of the neck, the middle of the breast, 
the belly, and the sides of the body, are deep 
blaick : the forehead, a broad band above the eyes, 
the lateral parts of the neck, the sides , of the 
breast, the thighs, and the abdomen, are' pure 
white : the nape is vad^td with brown, black, and 
white : the occiput, the back, the scapulars, and 
wing-coverts, ace of ft deep black, the whole of 
"the fathers being tipped witii a large spot of pure 
white : on the- gr^tfw wing-coverts and the sca- 
pulars are several 'large white spots: the under 
tad-covecta are marked with oblique black-bands : 
the.ii||jddle taibfeatliersare striped with-whitttftUd 
black. 
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/This bird inhabits the gravelly borders of lakes 
and ’humid fields of the temperate regions of Eu> 
rope : it is most abundant in France and Switzer- 
land, and rare in Germany, Holland, and England ; 
being found in the latter countiy only in the 
summer, as it breeds within the Arctic circle; 
which is the caus^ of the variety called the Swiss 
Sandpiper not occuring in these parts. It feeds on 
worms, and associates in small flocks of six or 
seven. In the roof of the mouth of this bird is 
a double row of spinous appendages, pointing 
inwards. 



VANELLUS, LAPWING 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum teretiusculum, lon- 
gitudine capitis^ compres- 
sum, apice tumidum, obtu- 
8U111, reflexum. 

JVoraalaterales. 

Pedes tetradactyli, di^ti ex- 
teriores basi membrand 
Gonnexi; poUex brevis. 

AUb elongata remi^bus tri- 
bus exterioribus quarta vel 
quinta brevioribus. 


Beak rounded, as long as the 
head, compressed, the tip 
tumid, obtuse, and bent 
down. 

Nostrils lateral. 

Feet four-toed, the outer toes 
connected at the base by a 
membrane ; hind toe very 
short. 

Wings elongated, the three 
outer feathers shorter than 
the fourth or fifth. 


Vanellus. Meyer, Temm,, Vieil,, Leach. 
SaUATAROLA. CuV. 

Trinoa. Linn,, GmeL, Lath. 

Gavia. Klein. 

Parra. Linn., Gmel. 


The Lapwings reside in damp and humid si- 
tuations on the borders of rivers : they are distin- 
guished by having the hinder toe small, and in 
having large wingf^ which make a great noise 
during flight : many (pf the species are rendered 
conspicuous by possessing a spur at the base of the 
wing, and a few are ornamented in addition with 
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CRESTED LAPWING. 


509 


wattles, or a crest : they feed upon earth-worms 
and larvffi: they only undergo a single moult, 
contrary to most of the genera comprehended in 
this order. 


A. Aljs tnuiica. 
A. Wings unwnaeA^ 


CRESTED LAPWING* 

(Vanellas Ckivia.) 

Va. corpore supra viridi^aurso, subius alho^ pectore nigro^pennis 
occipitis longissimis cristam efficieniibus, rectricibus intermediis 
decern a basi ad medium albis ; extimA tot A albd, pedibus rubris* 
Lapwing with the body above green-gold > beneath white ; with 
the breast black j the occipital feathers elongated, forming a 
crest ; the ten middle tail-feathers from the base to the middle 
white ; the outer one entirely white ; the feet red. 

Vandlus Gavia. Leach^aU Mus. Brit, p, 29* 

VaneUus cristatus. Meyer. 

Tringa Vanellus. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 248. 2.-— Ltan* Faun. 
Suec. Syst. Nat, 1. 670.^Raii.Syn. 110. A. l.— 

Briss. Orn. 6. QA. 1. f?. 8.^ 1* — Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 726. 2. 
Le Vanneau. Buff. Ois. 8. 48. pi* A* — Buff. PI. Enl, 242. 
Vanneau hupp8. Temm, Man. tPOmi. 34/. 

Lapwing Peevit^ or Bastard Plover. Penh* Brit* ZooU %. 190. 
— Psnw. Arct. Zool 2. 480. is^Wili.Jl^.pl. 57^Alb. Birds. 

1. pl, 74^Hayes. Brit. Birds. pl..tfi^^Mh. Oen. Syn. 5. l6l. 

2 . — Lemn. Brit. Birds. 5. pi. Ifl/.— Piift. Cat. Dors. p. 15. 
—Wale. Syn. 2. pL 145.-— Don. Bifit. Birds. 2. pi. 25. — Bew. 
Brit. Birds. 1. 324.— Mont. Om. Diet. I,— Bing. Anim. Biog. 
2. 307.— Low. Faun. Oread, p. 84. 
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Tbis elegant species has the occipital feathers 
greatly elongated, slender, and recurved at the 
tip : the top of the head, the crest, the fore-pait of 
the neck, and the breast, glossy black : the upper 
parts of the body are deep green, writh brighter 
reflections : the sides of the neck, the belly, the 
abdomen, and the base of the tail, are pure white : 
the tail-feathers are tipped with a large black spot, 
the outer one excepted: its under coverts are 
rufous : the beak is dusky : the feet during the 
winter are red-brown; in the summer brownish 
red: its length is thirteen inches and a half. The 
female has the black on the throat and on the 
breast less deep. The young have the occipital 
crest shorter : beneath the eyes they are dusky : 
the throat is varied with black and grey-brown: 
the whole of the feathers of the upper and under 
parts of the plumage are tipped with yellow- 
ochre : the feet are olive-grey. 

It varies accidentally in being found of a pure 
white, or yellowish white, with the whole of the 
proper colours slightly indicafed ; also mottled in 
various manners -with white. 

Tlie Lapwing is common in most parts of Eu- 
rope, particularly Holland : it frequents the damp 
shores of lakes and’ tivei^, and also fens, humid 
fields, or heaths^ It chwges its place according; 
to the season, r^^ng slhithward in the autumn, 
at which dine it aipO^tes in laige flocks of four 
or fi^e hundred, oi^l^ipre, and frequents marshy 
places : they are then "esteemed good food, and 
many are captured for the table ; the eggs arealso 
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considered a delicacy, and are frequently brought 
to the London markets for sale, and fetch a high 
price. • 

Hie female lays four eggs on the ground, in a 
hole formed by herself, and partly filled with dry 
grass ; they are of an olivaceous brown, blotched 
with black : she sits about three weeks, and the 
young are able to jun within two or three days 
after they are hatched, but are not capable of 
flying till nearly full grown : they are led about by 
the parents In search of food, but are not fed by 
them. During this period the old birds exhibit 
the greatest anxiety for their welfare, and the arts 
used by them to allure boys and dogs from the 
place they frequent are very singular ; the female 
in particular, upon the approach of an intruder, 
boldly pushes out to meet him ; when as near as 
she dare venture, she rises from the ground, with 
a loud scream, and apparently in great anxiety, 
striking at the invaders with her wings, and now 
and then fluttering as if wounded : to complete the 
deception, she becomes still more clamorous as she 
retires from the nest ; and at last, when their pur> 
suers are drawn off to a proper distance, she exerts 
her powers, and leaves them far behind. 

The food of these birds consists principally of 
worms, which they extract from their holes with 
great ingenuity. ** I hay» seen t^is bird,’* says 
TAtham, ** approach a wonU'Cas^ tum .it . aside, 
and . after making two or threcv'tpms about by way 
of giving motion to the ground, the worm came 



CAYENNE LAPl^G. 

out» and the watchful bird seizing hold of it^ drew 
it forth.” 

Lapwings are lively, active birds, being almost 
continually in motion : they remain a long time on 
the wing, and sometimes rise to a considerable 
height: their ciy is plaintive, somewhat resembling 
the word pee-wUt which has given rise to one of 
their provincial names. They are very useful in 
gardens, as they keep them free from wormsj 
slugs, and insects, and will become tolerably fanu-o 
liar, and during the winter require to be fed with 
bread or meat, as at that season their proper food 
fails them. An interesting anecdote is r^ated by 
, Bewick, exhibiting the domestic nature of these 
birds very faithfully, but which, on account of its 
length, I am unstrained to omit. 


B. Ala edtcaratte. 

B. Wing$ armed vrith a sjnir. 

0. Cafvt jiofea IMS mArttcitonr. 
a. Head not furnished with a wattle. 


CAYENNE LAPWING. 
(ValeUas Cayaoensis.) 



Va. eristtaut;) 

jfideid ptetot. 

■ biuigtie eavda Mit. 


urptavo, ccBo rt^kteeiOe, 



CAYENNE LAPWING. 
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Crested Lapwing, with the back of a purple-green ; the neck 
reddish ; the forehead, throat, fascia on the breast, and tail> 
black; the outer edge of the wings, the abdomen, and base 
of the tail, white. * 

Tringa Cayanensis. Lath. Ind. Om. 1. 727. 5. 

, Parra Cayennensis. GmeL Syit. NaU 7O6. 

Vanneau armd de Cayenne. Ois, 8. 66. — Buff. PL EnL 836. 

Cayenne Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5» l64. 5. 

Less .than the preceding: length eight inches 
and a half : beak red, ivith a black tip : the fore* 
head and tfanroat are black: the middle of the 
crown cinereous : the jiind bead brown, with five 
or six long dusky feathers, similar to those of the 
Lapwing: the neck is dusky white: the back 
greenish purple : on the breast is a broad black 
band : the belly and vent are white : one third of 
the outside of the wing is white j near its bend is 
a short, rather curved, brown spur : the half of the 
tail at the base is white, the rest black, with the 
tip edged with white : legs reddish : claws black. 
Inhabits the mar^y savannahs of Cayenne, feeding 
on insects. 


. 34 


V. XI.. P. 11. 



b. Caput iaruneulA imirudum. 
b. famished with a wattle. 

OOA >LAPWING. 

\ VaneHua tToeDaia.) 

VA,JuicuSt ciapUe edio remigibUi Jasctique cuudm irigris, linea 
longitudinali coUipeeiore abdomine Jaseid alarum basigueaauda 
albis. 

Brown Lapwing, with the head^ neck, quills, and band on the 
tail, black ; a longitudinal stripe on the neck, the breast, 
abdomen, stripe bn the wings, and base of the tail, white. 
Tringa Goensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. %. 727. 7. 

Parra Goensis. GmeL SgiU Nat. 1. 706. 

Vonneau armd des Indes. Buff. Ois. 8. 64. 

Vanneau arme de Goa. Bqjf. PI. Bid. 8O7. 

Goa Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Stpi. S. 165 . 7* 

I 

Latham thus notices this species : ** Length 
thirteen inches : heak dusky: head and neck black : 
before the eye, and round it, carunculated and 
red: from the back part of the eye a stripe of 
white, passing down dn each side the neck, and 
communicating with the breast, which, as well as 
the under parts of the body, is white : the back and 
wing'coverts are tufous brown : greater coverts 
white : quills blac^ : tAc base of the tail for one* 
third is white, the middle black, and the end 
br<>wn : ^c^yeUa^^ it has four toes, all of mo- 
derate bBogm :H(^ j^e fore-part of the wing, near 
the jniht, is a shai^ short spur,’* This bird in- 
habits Goa. 
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SENEGAL LAPWING 
(VanelluB Senq^nsis.) 

Va. Jiueu$, guiik retnigHut JiueiAgue eauda nigrit, Jiucia alarmit 
tokgUudinali abdomne btui upieeglte eaudte tMit. 

Brown Lapwing, with the throat, quills, and band on the tail, 
black; a longitudinal stripe on the wings, the abdomen, and 
the base and tip of the tail, white. 

Vandlns Senegalensis armatus. Briu. Om. 5. 111. 6. pi. 10. 

f. 2 . ♦ 

Tringa Senegalla. Lath, Ind. Ornra. 728. 8. 

Parra Senegalia. Linn, Sytt. Nat, 1 > 2Bg. %.—Gnu:l, Nat, 
1.706* 

Le Vanneau arm^ da Senq^. Buff. Oit. 8* 62.—Btff, PL 
Eld. 362. 

Senegal Sandpiper. IaUH, Gat. Stfti, 6. 166> 6. 


Length one foot: beak yellow-green, tipped 
with black : the forehead covered with a yellowish 
skin : the chin and throat are black : the head, 
upper parts of the body, and lesser wing>covert8, 
are grey-brown: the under parts the same, but 
paler : the lower part of the belly and the upper 
and under tail-co>vert8 are dull white : the greater 
wingrcoverts the same : the quills are black, more 
or less white at the base ; and at the bend of the 
wing is a black spur : baial half of the tail diriy 
white, the rest black, tipt wijA pale rufous. In- 
habits Senegal. Jt is a noisy |t|^ies, and as soon 
as it espies a man, it sets imM'loud screeam, by 
which means all^ther birds'm the neighbourhood 
are alarmed, and fly off : it associates with its mate. 
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NEW HOLLAND LAPWING. 

(Vanellua Novse-Hollandiae.) 

Ya. olivacea-Jerruginens^ suitus albus, vertice nigro, remi^ibns 
rectricibusque nigris, 

Rusly-olive Lapwing; beneath white; the crown black; the 
quills and tail-feathers black. 

Tringa lobata. Lath. Ind. Orn. Sup, Ixv. 

Wattled Sandpiper. Lath, Gen. Spn. II. 313. 8. 

Described by Latham as below : It is at least 
nineteen inches in length : the beak pale : irides 
yellow : the crown and nape are black : sides of 
the head and round the eye furnished with a 
carunculated yellow membrane, hanging down on 
each side in a pointed wattle: the neck and all 
beneath is white, but the sides of the breast next 
the wings are black : back and wings olive-brown, 
with a tinge of nut-colour : the quills and end of 
the tail black; but the very tip of the last is fringed , 
with white : the bare part of the legs above the 
knee, and a small space below it, is of a rose- 
colour ; the rest black, with rose-coloured seg- 
ments : at the bend of each wing a stout yellow 
spur, somewhat beUt. Inhabits New South Wales : 
if sometimes met w^th in the flats going to Parra- 
matta, but is^ftqt f^mon bird.” 
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LOUISIANS LAPWING*. 

(Vanellus Ludovidaaa.) 

Va. caruncutatusy corpore griseo-^uscoy suhtm basique caudm albo» 
rufescentCy pileo remigibus Jascidque rectricum n^ris, 

Carimculated Lapwing, with the body grey*browa; beneath^ 
and the base of the tail, of a whitish red $ the topof the head, 
quills, and stripe on the tail, black. 

Vanellus ludovicjanus armatus. Briss. Orn, 5. 1 14* 7. pi. B./l 2>. 

Tringa ludoviciana. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 7^7* 

Parra ludoviciana. GmeU S^sl, Nat. I. 706. 

Vanneau arm6 de la Louisiane. Buff. Ois, 8. p. 65.— Duff, PL 
Enl. 835. 

Afmed Sandpiper. Penn. ArcU ZooL 2. 395. 6. 

Louisiane* Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. l64. 6. 


This species is eleven inches in length : its beak 
is orange ; at its base is a naked yellow skin, 
rising up on the forehead, including the eyes, and 
hanging on each side of the mandible like a wattle : 
the top of the head is black ; the rest of the upper 
parts are grey-brown : the quills are mostly black, 
varied more or less with grey ; at the bend of the 
wing is a sharp spur ; the under parts of the body 
are yellowish white; tail yellowish white, with 
a black tip: legs red: (^ws black. Inhabits 
Louisiana. 



DOMINICA LAPWING. 


(Vanetlns Dominioensis.) 

Va. earuneuttOutt eea^fmre Jubn tu^UM ro$eo, reOrkibut JiilvUt 
mtro fedibusque finii. 

Camncnlated Lowing, with the bodyMTOus; beneath roaar 
ceoos; the tail«feathen Ailvoua } the beak and feet ydlow. 
Vanellus dominieus aimatus. Bru$, Orn, 6. 118 . 8 . 

Tringa Ludovidana. /3. Lath, lad. Om, 2. yay. 6. 

Parra dominicana. Unn. Syit. Nat, 1. 259. 1* 

I^ouisiane Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. 5 . 165. 6. var. a. 

This bird is said to inhabit the wanner parts pf 
America and Saint DomingQ> and is described by 
Latham as a variety of the Louisiane Lapwing ; 
but it appears to be a distinct species. It is thus 
described by that ornithologist: ** Size of the 
Louisiane species ; beak yellow ; the base of it sur- 
rounded with a yellow skin, as in that bird : the 
head and upper parts pale yellow: the under yel- 
lowish white, inclining to rose-colour ; tail as the 
back, but the side-feathera incline to rose-Qolour on 
the inner webs : legs yellow.*’ 
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STRIPSILAS. TURNSTONE. 
Generic Character*. 


RoBtrum ban crasnuaculum, 
rectum, validum, culnune 
{daniusculo, apice subtrun- 
cato; mandibuli superiore 
versus medtum inflexa, in- 
ferior paulb-ascendene. 

ATartfs basales, laterales, mem- 
brane semidausse. 

Pedea tetradiidgrli,,di^ta ex- 
teriores membranuU con- 
nexa. 

AUb acuminatss, remige pri- 
nxnre longiore. 


£eaXr 'thickened at the Ease, 
straight, solid, the ridge 
plane, the apex subtrun- 
cate; the upper mandible 
bent down towards the 
nuddle, the under rather 
ascmding. 

NoatrUs basa^ latnral^ half 
dosed by a membrane. 

Feet four-toed, the outer toes 
connected vath a dight 
membrane. 

Winga acuminated, the first. 

H quill longest. 


SraiPsiLAS. Temm, VieU, Leach, 
MoxiiTBUOs. Ray, 

Tbihoa. Idnn, Oatel. Lath*. 
Abemabia. Brite* 


Of the genus Stripsilas only one species is 
known, which resides for %,|hort space of time in 
the temperate countries of '^urope^ migrating to 
the northern ones to breed !;^^f(^des on the shores 
of the sea, and resembles, the Lapwings and San- 
derlings in habit. 



COMMON TURNSTONE. 


(Stripsilas Interpres.) 

St. corpore nigro alho Jerrugineoque vario, pectore abdontineque 
albiSf gena -colloque subtus nigris, cauda had apiceqite alb&, 
medio nigrfi. 

Turnstone n^ith the body varied with blacky white, and ferru- 
ginous ; ,ithe breast and abdomen white ; the cheeks, and neck 
' beneath, black j theiibaise and tip of the tail white, Uie middle 
black. 

StripsilM interpres. Leach. Cat. Brit. Mue. p. 29. 

Stripsilas collaris. Temm.Mam. d*Orni.p. 349. 

Trlnga interpres* Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 248* A.^Linn. Faun. 
Suec. 8yd. Nat. l. 671.— ‘La/A. Ind. Orn. 2. 

738*45. 

Tringa Morinella. Linm Syst^ Nttt. 1. 249. 6. jmng.^Ginei. 

Syd. Nat.l.6fl, A.$^y>o\xng. 

Arenaria* Briss. Om. 6. 132* I* 

Morinellus marinus. Raii. Syn, 112. a 5. 

Arenaria cinerea. Briee. Orn. 5. 137* 2. pi. 11*^ 2* young* 

Le Toumepierre. Buff. Ois. 8* 130. ph 10. 

Coulon-chaud. Buff PI. Enl. 856. 

Coulon-chaud de Cayenne* Buff. Pl. EnL 840. 

Coulon-chaud gris de Cayenne. Buff. PI, Enl. 657. 

Hebridal Sandpiper. Penn. Brit. %ool. 2. 200.— Penn. Arct. 
Zool. 2. 382. 

Turnstone, or Sea Dotterel. — Edw. pi. lA\.—WiU. p. 311.— 
Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 199, young. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 188. 37* 
^Lath. Syn. Sup. 249. — Lem^ Brit. Birds. 5. 179. — fValc. 
Syn. 2. pi. 153. — Pult. Cat. Dors. p. 15.—Bete. Brit. Birds. 2. 
124. and iTB^Mont. Diet. X.—Bing. Anim. Biog. 2. 
310.— £00. j|k^87. and p. 150. 

Eight inches and a quarter in length : the fore- 
head, space between the beak and the eye, abroad 
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collar on the nape, part of the back, two bands (m 
the wings, one longitudinal, and the other trans* 
verse, the upper taihcoverts, the middle of the 
breast, as well as the rest of the under parts of the 
body, are of a pure white : the forehead with a 
narrow black band, passing on each side beneath 
the eyes, down the sides of the neck, and surround- 
ing the throat as with a collar : the top of the head 
is reddish white, longitudinally striped with black : 
the upper part of the back, the scapulars, and 
wing-coverts/ are bright red-chesnut, mottled irre- 
gularly with large black spots : rump with a broad 
brown bar: the lateral tail-feathers pure white, 
the rest black, tipped with white : the beak and 
irides black : the legs orange-yellow. The female 
differs in having the black less deep, and the rest 
of the colours paler. The young have the head 
and nape of a grey-brown, striped with deep brown : 
the* sides of the head and neck are spotted with 
white : the throat and fore-part of the neck are 
whitish : the feathers on the sides of the breast are 
deep brown, tipped with whitish : the rest of the 
under parts of the body, the back, the upper tail* 
coverts, and the ‘lateral tail-feathers, are white : 
the top of the back, the scapulars, and wing-coverts, 
are deep brown ; the whole of the feathers being 
deeply edged with yellow : the rump has a trans- 
verse brown band, edged wit})L rufiws : the feet are 
reddish yellow : as they ad^i^ce Jiiii maturity the 
colours become more regu}a|^T;''' 

Turnstones feed upon b^^es and other insects, 
as well as marine worms: to’ procure these th^ 
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turn over the stones beneaA which they lie con* 
cealed, with their hcak, and from this circumstance 
they received their name. 'They reside on the 
sea shores, and on the gravelly borders of lakes and 
rivers; are most abundant in tlie northern parts 
of Europe, less frequent in the temperate regions, 
and extremely rare to the south : they do not 
breed with us, but visit our shores in August, and 
depart in the spring, going northward. They lay 
four eggs of an olive colour, spotted witK black : 
they generally fly in flocks of three or four in 
number, probably the brood. 
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GRUS- CRANE. 
Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite fere duplo 
longius^ validum, rectum, 
compressum, utrinque sul- 
catum, integrum aut sub- 
denticulatum. 

Nares in medio maxillse site, 
postico membrana dausse. 

Caput aut nudum papillosum, 
aut plumosum. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fisd, di- 
giti exteriores bad raem- 
branft connexi. 


Beak nearly twice as long as 
the head, strong, straight, 
compressed, sulcated on 
each side, entire, or slight- 
ly notched. 

Nostrils placed in the middle 
of the maxilla, and closed 
by a membrane belund. 

Head dther naked and pa* 
pillated, or feathered. 

Feet four-toed, deft ; the 
outer foaf connected at the 

I base by a membrane. 


Grus. Brisi. Temm. Vieil. Cuv. 
Ardba. lAnn. Gmel. Lath, 


The Cranes subsist on herbs, seeds, worms, 
frogs, and slugs : they reside in marshy places, 
rarely visiting the sea shores, and are found in 
various parts of the world, but only one is a native 
of Europe : there are several wctions of them, 
differing in many respect%^ as l|^after noticed ; 
and in most of the specie||l||a tn^ea of the male 
is of a singular construe!^, having several con- 
volutions : in the rest li^i^lexes have the same 
conformation. 
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A. Rostrum inirgerrintum; cafvt nudum ; orbits plumosa. 
A. Beak entire } head naked 3 orbits feathered. 


COMMON CRANE. 

(Grus cinerea.) 

Gr. corpora cinereo^ guli cMo antice occipiteque nigricantep pileo 
remig^busque nigris^ iectricibus intimis laceris. 

Crane with a cinereous body 3 the throaty fore-part of the neck^ 
and occiput, dusky 3 the pileus and quQls black 3 the coverts 
with divided Webs. • 

Aidea Grus. Linn, Syst, Ntd. - 4 . 234. Faun, Suec. 

GnfW. Syst. NaU l, 620. 4. — Lath, Ind, Orn, 2 . 64 ^ 4 . 5. 
Grus. Briss. Orn, 5.>274« 33.--^RaiL Syn, ' 95 . a. 1. 

La Grue. Buff. Oh. 14. — Buff, PI. EuL fdg. 

Grue cendr£e. Temm* Man. d'Orni. 356. 

Common Crane. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2 . App. 629. pi. 6. — Penn. 
Arct. Zool. 2 . 453. — Will. Ang. 2 / 4 . p/. AS.^^Alb. Brit. Birds. 
2 . 65. — Phil. Trans. Ivi. 208. 1 1 . f. 4. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 

5. 50. 5. — Lath. Syn. Sup. IL 298 . 2. — Letoin, Brit. Birds. 4. 
pi. 143. — Wale. Syn. 2. pi. 124. — Beiv. Brit. Birds. 2 . 29 . — 
Mont. Orn. Diet. 1. — Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. — Bing. Anim. 
Biog. 2 . 285. 

The Common Crane is a large bird, j^equently 
measuring uj|S|^d8. of five feet in length: it has 
the whole j)arts of the body of a grey- 

brown : the .^Hu^^. forerpart of the neek, and 
the occiput, are of j^^^eyish black: forehead 
and space betweed|fP^0,^^ and eye furnished 
with black hairs,: thb top of the head naked and 
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red : the breast and alt the under parts of the body 
are similar to the back ; the greater wing-coverts 
are blackish ; and those farthest from the body, 
with the bastard wing, and quills, black : from 
the pinion of each wing springs an elegant tuft of 
loose feathers, curled at the ends, which qan be 
erected at will, but which in. a quiescent state 
hangs over and covers the tail : the beak is greenish ' 
black, but of a horn-colour towards the tip, and 
reddish at the base : the irides are red-brown : 
the legs black. In very old birds there is a large 
whitish space behind the eye, and on the lateral 
part of the top of the neck. The young before 
their second autumnal moult have the head clothed 
with down, and the deep dusky patch on the fore- 
part of the neck and the occiput does not exist, 
but those parts are spotted longitudinally with that 
colour.' 

This species is abundant throughout northern 
Europe and Asia: it frequents marshy places, 
feeding upon seeds and young plants, also worms, 
frogs, snails, &c. : it is migratory, retiring north- 
ward in the spring to breed, and in the winter 
season inhabiting the warmer regions of Egypt 
and India. It was formerly abundant in England, 
and formed part of the great feasts of those days, 
where dozens were served up at a time : within these 
sixty years not more than four ^ five specimens 
have been seen in these parts^ the last was shot 
in Cambridgeshire,»above fqjty years since. It is 
said to fly remarkably higkNfuring its migrations, 
which are generally performed in the night ; but' it 
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makBs itt loud noisOf which betrays its course. 
The female lays two greyish green eggs, spotted 
with brown. a 


' SBOWN CRANBi* 

(Onifl Cimadensis.) 

*Gr. carport cinereos dorso n^icente, alii ru/eicentibus Jascid 
griitdU 

Crane with a grey body I the back rdidish) the quills nifescentf 
with a griseous fasda# 

Grus Freti Hudsonis* Brin. Om. 5. 385. 11 « 

Grus Mexicanus. Brin. Om. 5. 880. 8 . var. 

Grus Indicus. Rati. Spn. Qd* 2. var. 

Ardea Canadensis. Linn. Syst. Nat. U 234. 3 .— Gmr/. Syst. 

Nat. 1. 620.'^Lath. Ind. Om. 2. Of 5. f. 

La Grue brune. Buff. Ois. f. 3ia 

La Grue brune du Mexique.# Buff. Oii. 7. 312. 

Brown Crane. Venn. Arct. Zool. ZAO.—Edvi). pL 133.— 

Gen. Syn. 5 « 43. 7.—Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 299 . 4. 

Latham thus delineates the characters of this 
species : ** Length three feet three inches : weight 
seven pounds and a half: beak three inches and 
three quartei^ and dusky, but the tip of the under 
mandible is p|^fl§sh>colour : the .top of the head 
covered witb'ft^d^in, thinly beset with hairs : 
cheeks and dturoaf y|^itish : the hind head and 
neck are geey : the n|^r part of the back, scapu- 
lars, aq4|i|wing-coverts, pale rufous, margined with 
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brown } the lower, and rump, cinereous : the breast, 
belly, sides, and thighs, ash-colour, changing to 
white at the vent : the greater lyng-coverts farthest 
from the body blackish brown ; .those next tUe 
body grey, forming a band on the wing : the greater 
quills dark brown, with white shafts : the seconda- 
ries pale rufous ; some of these last are long and 
narrow, and reach beyond the |;r^ter quills : the 
tail of a deep ash-colour : legs and bare part of 
the thighs black.** *Both sexes are similar. 

This is a native of North America, migmting 
northward in the spring to breed, and returning 
to the south in autumn : it is a shy species : the 
female lays only two hggs at a time ; these are very 
large, long, and much pointed at one end, of a 
pale cinereous, freckled with brown : the nest is 
formed on a tuft upon which much diy grass is 
accumulated, until it becomes as high as the belly 
of the bird when standing ; this is covered at the 
top with veiy fine dried grass, and upon this the 
eggs are laid, and the female stands over them, 
placing her legs on each side of the heap. 

It feeds upon worms and insects, but will also 
eat corn, and oftOn commits great devastation in 
the maize fields: its fiesh is greatly prized by 
many, but is most esteemed when made into soup. 





HOOFING CRANE. 

(Gnu Americana.) 

Ga. eorpore supra alio, subttts ru/b, Jronte nueM remigibusque 
primariis nigriSf eaudd albd. 

Crane with the bi^yaboTe white, beneath rufous } the fore* 
head, nape, and primary quills, black } the tail white. 

Grus Americana. Briss, Om. S. 382i*10. 

Ardea ^Americana. Linn. Spst. Nat. 1. 234.^ S.i-~Qmel, 5y«f. 

Nat. 1. 6%l.—Ltdh. Ind. Om. 2. Gfjb. 6. 

Grue blanche d’Amerique. Buf. Ois. 7* 308.— PI. Enl. 
889 . 

Hopping Crane. Catesb. Carol. 1. pi. JS. — Penn. Ant. Zotl. 
' 33g. — Edvo. pi, 182.— Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 42. 6.— Wills. Amer, 
Om. 8. 

This is a large bird, measuring four feet six 
inches in length, and to the end of the toes five 
feet seven inches ; beak yellow brown ; the. top of 
the head, and under the eyes, covered nvith a red 
skin slightly clothed with thick hairs, which are of 
a black colour : beneath the occiput and the nape 
is a triangular black spot : the bend of the wing is 
of a pale rose-colour; the nine first quills are black, 
the tenth, black and white, and the Remainder 
•white : the rest of the plumage is white : the legs 
and naked part the thighs are black ; the 
uf’opygial feath^ are tufted, and hang downwards 
in a curve, as ini ^,i;iommon species. 

This bird frequei^the same countries, and has 
similar habits witii %e preceding species ; like 
which it breeds to the north, to which part it goes 
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in the spring, and retires to the south in the 
autumn. In the summer it is abundant in Hud- 
son’s Bay, where it arrives in May, and retires in 
September. It affects sequestered places in marshy 
situations on the borders of lakes. The nest is 
composed of grass and feathers : the eggs are 
similar to those of a Swan, and jwe hatched in 
about three weeks : the young ^ yellow at first, 
and gradually , attain their proper colour : their 
food consists principally of insects, worms, toads, 
&c., but they '^ill occasionally eat young corn. 


B. 'Rostrxj M deniiculatum i occiput nudum, papillosum ; oa- 
BIT.S plumosa. • 

B. Beak slightly tdbthed; occiput naked and warted; the orbits 
feathered. 


SIBERIAN dRANE. 


(Grus gigantea.) 

Gr. nivea, remtgibus decern primoribus ntgris, rostro pedibusque 
rubris. 

Snowy Crane« with the ten first quills blac^ beak and feet 

i; Ind, Om. 3. 


Ardea giganltea. Gmel. Syst, Nat, 

674 , 3, 

Grus leucogeranos. Pall. Trav. 2. f l^'BO.pl. 1. 

Siberian Crane. Penn. Arct. ZooU c.—Lath. Gen. Syn. 

5.37.3. 

V. XI. P. ir.# , 35 
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Height four feet six inches: the beak large 
and red : the face naked beyond the eyes> papil- 
lated, and of a red colour : irides white ; the ten 
first greater quills and their coverts deep black j 
the rest of the plumage snowy white: the tail 
nearly even, consisting of twelve feadiers : legs 
red. The young of the first year are entirely of an 
ochraceous hue, with the face, beak, and legs, 
greenish brown : the old have the hind part of the 
neck yellowish. 

This species inhabits the great marshes and 
lakes of Siberia : it constructs its nest in almost 
inaccessible situations, amongst the reeds ; it is 
constructed of herbs and grass : the female lays 
two ash-coloured eggs, of the size of those of a 
Goose : they are spotted with brown. During the 
period of incubation these birds are very bold, and 
wfll attack any person that approaches their haunts : 
both sexes are said to watch the. nest alternately : 
at other times they are very shy, and immediately 
upon any one appearing in sight they set up a 
loud scream, and fly off. They feed upon frogs, 
small fish, lizards, and such like, and breed in the 
northern parts ; they are supposed to winter about 
the Caspian Sea, as they retire southward in the 
autumn. 



INDIAN CRANE. 


(Gras Antigone.) * 

Gr. corpore cinereOf remigibus pritnoribu^ fAgrist vertice macii- 
Idque pone oculos albis^ rostro ^avo-virescente, pedibus rubrism 
Crane with a grey body ; the primary quills black j the crown 
and spot behind the eyes white; the beak yellowish green; 
the feet red. ^ 

Grus orkntalis Indica. Briss. Orn. 5. 378. 7- 
Ardea Antigone. lAnn. Spst.Nat. 1. 235. 6. — GmeL S^st. Nat» 
1. 622. — Lath, Ind. Orn, 2. 674. 4. 

Grue b. collier. Buff, Ois, 7. 307. variety.— PI, Enl. 865 « 
var. 

Indian Crane, Edtis* pi. 45. — Lath. Gen, S^n, 5. 38. 5 , — Lath, 
Syn, Sup. 232. 

Length five feet : beak greenish yellow, with 
the tip dusky: irides bright reddish hazel: the 
crown of the head naked, and white, with a small 
spot on each side, near the ears, similar ; the rest 
of the head, and part of the neck, covered with a 
naked red skin : the general colour of the plumage 
is of a fine cinereous ; the neck lightest : the quills 
are black, the secondaries cinereous ; those nearest 
the body are pointed at the ends, and longer than 
the quills, over which they hang: tail is ash- 

coloured: the legs and naked .Spi^^ above the 
knee are red : the claws white; 

Two varieties are describe^^^y Latham, but 
whether they are referrible to ’this species is some- 
what dopbtful : one differs in being nine inches 
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shorter, and in having the head and above half the 
neck almost naked, being covered only with a 
slight reddish white down : round the middle of 
the neck is a red collar: the tail is black. The 
other has the beak and fore-part of the crown yel- 
lowish : the lores and space round the top of the 
neck bare» and crimson : the irides pale orange : 
the chin and throat beset with black bristles : the 
general colour of the plumage dull pale blue : the 
quills and tail black : the legs and bare part of the 
thighs the same, spotted with white. This variety 
inhabits New South Wales. 

This species is found in flocks near Calcutta, 
and in other parts of the East Indies ; it is very 
numerous, migrating into that part of the Russian 
territoiy situated beyond Lake Baikal, frequenting 
the plains and marshy places on the borders of the 
rivers Onon and Argun. 


aa 


C, Mandibula inferiob utrinque paled elongatd dependente } 

CAPUT plumosum ; oRBiTiB nudcR, 

C. The under mandible on each side with a depending elongated 
wattle; Aeadf feathered ; oriiVs naked. 

T * • 

WATTLED CRANE. 

' {Qras caninculata.) 

V * 

V4 

eoUo earuneuUtque albis, vertice dorso teetricilmgue 
alarum earulao^einereUf ahdomine nigro, , 
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Crane with the head^ neck, and caruncles, white ; the crown, 
back, and wing-coverts, blue-grey ; the abdomen black. 
Ardea caruhculata. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1. 643. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2. 691. S3. 

Wattled Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 82. 4Q. pi. 79. 


The Wattled Crane is figured by Latham, and 
thus described by that industrious ornithologist : 
“ Size of the Stork : length five feet six inches : 
beak red, and carunculated for one third next the 
base ; the r^st^ of its length dusky black : round, 
the eye bare, and red : irides pale red : top of the 
head blue-grey; the rest of the head and neck 
white: under the chin are two appendages like 
wattles, covered with white feathers, as the rest of 
the neck : the back and wings are blue-grey : on 
the back hang some long narrow feathers, as in 
many Herons : the quills are black, and about 
even at the tail : breast, belly, and under parts, 
black : legs dusky blue-grey. Inhabits Africa, but 
is not a common bird.’* It is capable of being 
tamed. 
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ANTHROPOiDES. DEMOISELLE. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum vix capite longius, 
int^rum supril sulcatum. 

Nares Uneares. 

Caput aut plumosum, aut 
temporibus glabris. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fisa ; di- 
ffiti exterioFcs baa mem- 
brane connexi. 

AMTHBOPOioES. Fietl, 

Absba. Linn.f Gtnel., Lath. 

6bv8. Raii,f Petiv., Briss. 


Beak scarcely longer than the 
liead, entire above sulcated. 

Nostrils linear. 

Head ather feathered, or the 
temples naked. 

Feet four-toed, cleft; the 
outer toes connected by a 
membrane at the base. 


Only two species are known of this elegant 
genus : they are both natives of Africa, aifd the 
ii|st occurs likewise in Asia ; they feed upon worms, 
fish, snails, frogs, and such like, like the rest of the 
Heron family. ^ ‘ 



A. Caput plumosum. 

A. feathered, 

NUMIDIAN DEMOISELLE. 

( Anthropoidcs Virgo.) 

An. corpore ceeruleo-cinereo, capite remigibusque primariis apica 
ntgris, pone oitdos uirinque cristA pennaceA recurvatd hngA 
albd* 

Djemoiselle with the body of a blue-grey; the head and tip of 
the primary quills black;, bdiind the eyes on each side a> 
recurved^ elongated^ pennaceous^ white crest. 

Ardea Virgo. Linn. Syst, Nat. 1. 234. 2. — GmeL Syst. Nat. 1. 

6ig. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 673. 2. 

Gvus Numidica. Briss, Om, 5. 368. 12. 

La Gruede Niimidie, ou Demoiselle. Biif. Ois. f. 313.p/. 15.—- > 
Buff. PI. Enl. 241. 

Demoiselle^ or Numidian Crane. Alb. Birds. 3* pL SS^Edw, 
pi. 134.— LciM. Gen. Syn, 5. 35. 

This highly elegant species is as large as the* 
Crane, and measures three feet three inches in 
length: its beak is. two inches and a half long, 
with the base greenish, the middle yellowish, and 
the tip red : the irides are crimson the crown of 
the head is cinereous; the rest of the head, the 
nape, and under parts of the neck ti^^he breast, are 
black : behind each eye spring an degant tuft of 
long white feathers, which haH^.dpwnwards : the 
feathers of the breast are loi^ '^d dependent : the 
under parts of the body, from the breast, the back. 
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CROWNED DEMOISELLE. 


the rump, and the tail, arc bluish ash ; the latter 
and the quills arc tipped with black : the legs are 
black. 

This bird is a native of many parts of Asia and 
Africa ; in the latter most numerous about Bil- 
dulgcrid and Tripoli ; also along the whole of the 
southern shores of the Mediterranean, as well as 
the eastern. It delights in damp and marshy 
places, frequenting those parts for the sake of its 
food, which consists principally of small fishes, 
frogs, and such like. It is easily domesticated, and 
is frequently kept in menageries, and • is fond of 
putting itself into strange and uncouth attitudes, 
sometimes as if dancing : in some parts called the 
dancing bird, or Kurld. It will breed in confine- 
ment : BufFon mentions an instance of one which 
lived twenty-four years in a menagerie at Ver- 
sailles, that had been reared there from the egg. 


B. Temfor A 
B. Temples smooth. 

CROWNED DEMOISELLE. 

(Anthropoides Pavonina.) 

An. carulescenSf capite nigro, crista setosd Jlavescente erect&f alls 
albis, caudA nigrA. (Femina nigra uhi mas est caruUscens^ 
palearia minuta.) 
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Bluish Demoiselle^ with the head blacky adorned with an erect, 
hairy, yellowish crest ; the wings white ; the tail black, (fe- 
male black where the male is bluish ; the wattle very small. ) 
Ardca Pavonina. Linn. S^st. Nat. 1.233. 1. — Gmel.Sjysl. Nat. 

1. 6 iq . — Lath.Ind. Orn. 2. 672. 1. 

Grus babarica. Rail. Syn.p. Q5. 3. — Briss. Orn. 5.511. 1. pi. 
41. female. 

Grus capensis. Petiv. Gaz.pl. 9. 

L'Oiseau royal. Bvff. Ois. 7. 317. pi. 16. — Buff. FI. Enl. 265. 
male. 

Balearic Crane. IVill. Ang. p. 275. pi. 48. 

Crowned African Crane. Edijo. pi. 192. • 

Crowned Heron. # Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 34. 1 . — Gent. Mag.xx. pi. 
in p. 264. 


This most beautiful bird is noticed by Latham 
as follows : “ This is as large as the common 
Heron : the length two feet nine inches : the beak 
is two inches and a half long, straight, and of a 
brownish colour : irides grey : the crown of the 
head covered with soft black feathers, like velvet j 
on the hind part is a tuft composed of hair, or 
rather bristles, arising near each other at the base, 
and spreading out on all sides in a globular form ; 
this is four inches in length, and of a reddish brown 
colouf : the sides of the head are bare of feathers, 
being covered only by a fleshy membrane, of a 
reddish colour at the lower part, and in shape not 
unlike a kidney : on each side of the throat hangs 
a kind of wattle : the general colour of the bird 
bluish ash : the feathers on the fore-part of the 
neck *are very long, and hang, over the breast : 
wing-coverts white ; the greater ones incline to 
rufous, and those farthest from the body to black : 
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CROWNED DEMOISELLE. 


the greater quills and tail are black, and the 
secondaries chesnut: the legs and the bare part 
above the knee are dusky. The female is black 
where the male is blue-ash, and the wattles on the 
throat are wanting ^ the long feathers on the breast 
are also less conspicuous*” 

This bird inhabits several parts of Africa, parti- 
cularly the coast of Guinea, as far as Cape Verd: 
it is a tame species, and is often kept in aviaries, 
like th» preceding : it feeds upon worms and 
vegetables: it often sleeps upon cuje leg: runs 
very fast, and flies strong, and for a long time 
together. 
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ARAMUS. COURLAN. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum oculosvcrsusfissumt 
lateratim compressum ; 
mandibula su^eriore paulo 
sulcata, versus apicem in- 
curvata; iiifcriorc subtus 
angulosa. 

Nares in medio maxillae sitae. 

Pedes tetradactyli, digiti ex- 
terioresbasimembranacon- 
nexi. 


Beak clefl towards the eye, 
its sides compressed; the 
upper mandible slightly 
sulcated, towards the tip 
bent down ; the lower be- 
neath angulated. 

Nostrils placed in the middle 
of the beak. 

Feet four-toed, the outer toes 
connected by a membrane 
at the base. 


Ahamus. VieilloU 
Gnus. Cuv. 

Ardea. Gmelny hath. 


There is but one species belonging to this genus, 
which is distinguished by its peculiar beak : this 
part is rather stout at the base, and nearly straight, 
but inclines downward toward the tip : on the 
upper mandible is a long furrow, two>thirds of the 
Jength of thtfbeak, in which the-iiOstrils are placed ; 
these appear to be only a sHt^ The manners of 
the species are unknown. 
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SCOLOPAC^OUS COURLAN. 

(Aramus Scolopacea.) 

An. cupre(hfiisca, eoUo peetmreque striis albis, guld nigrA, 

Coppery brown Courlan, with the neck and breast striped with 
white ; the throat black. 

Ardea Scolopacea. Omel. St/st. Nat. 1 . 647* — Lath. Ind, Om. 

2 . 701 . 89 . 

Le Courlan, ou Courliri. Buff. Oit. 7. 442. — Buff. PI. Eul. 846. 
Scolopaceous Heron. Lath. Gen. Si/n, 5. 102. 79. 

This singular species inhabits Cayenne, and is 
thus commemorated by Latham ; “ This is a large 
bird, almost equalling a Heron in size : the length 
twenty-five inches: beak reddish, with a bluish 
point : round the eye bare of feathers, and of a 
reddish brown colour : the plumage in general is 
brown, glossed with a reddish copper colour on 
the quills and tail: most of the feathers of the 
upper part have the edges paler than the rest of 
the feathers, and those of the neck and breast are 
streaked with white down the shaft: the chin 
white : the naked parts of .the thighs and legs are 
white : the toes are but slightly joined by a mem- 
brane at the basi^ bat the middle claw is pectinated 
on the inner margin, where it rises into an edge. 
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ARDEA. HERON. 
Generic Character. 


Rostrum capite longius, va^ 
lidum, basi latum quam 
altum ; mandibula siipe- 
riore fere rectum, acutum, 
sulcatum. ^ 

Nares laterales in sulcum 
sitse, membrana semU 
clausa?. 

Orbitce hraque nudae. 

Collum gracile, eloiigatum, 
basi pennis elongatis in- 
structum. 

Pedes graciles, tetradactyli, 
fissi, digiti exteriores basi 
membranaconnexi; unguis 
medius margine interna di- 
latatus, pectinatus. 


Beak longer than the head, 
strong, the base broader 
than high; the upper ihan- 
diblenearly straight, acute, 
and sulcated. 

Nostrils lateral, placed in a 
groove, and partly closed 
by a membrane. 

Orbits and lores naked. 

Neck slender, elongated, fur« 
nished at its base ivith 
elongated feathers. 

Legs slender, four-toed, cleft, 
the outer toes connected at 
the base by a membrane ; 
the middle claw with its 
inner margin dilated and 
pectinated. 


Asdsa. i/ww., GmeUf Lath,, Briss,, Leachf Temm,^ Vieil,, Cm., 
Ray, Sfc. 

Cancrofaous. Briss, 

Ardeola. Ray,, Briss. 

Botavrus. Briss, ’"V" 

EoRBTTA. Briss, 


t*y.< 

The Herons reside on the •banks of lakes and 
rivers, or in marshy places : their food consists of 
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fishes and their fry, frogs, and field mice, as well 
as all sorts of insects, snails, and worms. They 
build in large societies in the same place, and when 
they fly their neck is contracted and folded over 
their back, and their legs are extended: they 
migrate in flocks periodically : both sexes resemble 
each other, but the young are very dissimilar, and 
are very difiicult to arrange correctly in conse- 
quence. 


A. Tibia parte inferiore nuda. . 

A. Tihies naked on the lower part. 

a. Tarsi longi; femora supra genua plumis maxime denudatis ; 
DioiTi longissimi. 

Tarsi long ; the lower part of the thighs considerably devoid 
of feathers ; the toes very long. 


REDDISH EGRET HERON. 

(Ardea rufescens.) 

Ar. cinereo nigricans^ capite collo dorsoque postico fuho^ruJiSf 
pennis dorsalibus posticis elongatis rufis, rostro Jiavo^ apicepe^ 
dibusque nigricantibus^ 

Dusky grey Heron, irith head, neck, and back behind, fulvous 
red; the dorsal feathers elongated and rufous; the beak 
yellow, its tip aiiii^'^%et dusky. 

Ardea rufescens. Nat 1. 628. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

Ji* Aigrette rousse.^ Buff. Ois: 7 . Z7Bj^Buff. PI. EnL 902. 
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Reddish Egret. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 346. — Lath. Oen. Syn. 5. 
88. 56. 

Louisiane Heron. Wills. Amer. Orn. 8. 63. fl, Ixiv.^! 1.? 

This inhabits Louisiane, and is two feet in 
length : its beak is yellowish, with the tip dusky : 
the lore and orbits are green : the head and neck 
are clothed with loose, long, rusty rufous feathers : 
the back the same, but the feathers reach con- 
siderably beyond the tail : the rest of the plumage 
is dusky grey the legs are dusky. 


GREAT EGRET HERON. 

(ArdeaEgretta.)^ 

Ar. occipite cristato, corpore toto albof pennU scaputdribuslongis-* 
simis laceris, rostro flavo^ loris pedibusque virescentibus. 

Heron with a crested occiput; the body adl white ; thescapulary 
feathers very long and divided ; the beak yellow ; the lores 
and legs greenish. 

Ardea Egretta. Gmel. Sysi. Nat, 1. 629. — Lath, Ind. Orn, 2. 

694. 63. 

Ardea alba. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1. 239. 24. young. — Linn. Faun, 
Suec, 166. young. — Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 639. young. — Lath. 
Ind, Orn. 2. 6g5, 65. young. 

Ardea Candida. Briss. Orn. 5. 428. 15. youhg^ 

Ardea alba mijor. Bail. Syn, 99, a, 4V 

La grand Aigrette. Buff. Ois. 7. 377^16^, PI. Enl. 92s. 

Le Heron blanc. Buff. Ois. 7 . 365. yomi§^Buff. PI. Enl. 886. 

young. ' 

Heron Aigrette.' Temnt, Man, (TOrm.: 366. 
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Great White Heron. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2 . 175. pi. 62.-— Penn. 
Arct, Zool. 2 . 234. — Will. (Ang.) 279. pi. 49. — Lath. Gen, 
Syn, 5.gi. 60.— Mont. Orn, Diet. \.—Mont. Om. Diet. Sup. 
•—Lew. Brit. Birds. A. pi. ISO. 

Great Egret. Penn. Aret. Zool. 2. 946 .— Lath. Gen. Syn. 5 . 69 . 
58. — Wills. Amer. Orn. 7. 106. pi. Ixi. /. 4. ? 


This fine species has the whole of the plumage 
of a pure white, with a slight hanging crest on the 
head ; many of the ‘ feathers on the back are 
elongated, and measure nearly a foot and a half in 
length ; their shafts are strong and straight, and 
their webs are long, very slender, and wedged, as 
are also the feathers of the crest : the beak is 
bright yellow ; the naked space about the eyes is 
green : the irides are bright yellow : the legs are 
dusky, or dusky green ; the length of this bird is 
about three feet six inches. The young, before the 
age of three years, and the old, during the period of 
moulting, are of a pure white j they do not possess 
the crest or the long dorsal feathers : the former 
have the upper mandible of the beak black at its 
point and along the ridge, and during the first 
year it is entirely dusky yellow, with the plumage 
dirty white : the feet are greenish : the irides 
bright yellow. 

This bird is found in various parts of the south 
of Europe, and in the young state has been recorded 
as a British bird, but upon questionable authority. 
It is very numerous in Asia and in some parts 
of Africa, and is likewise stated to be abundant in 
America; but upon the latter point I am not 
certain, as the bird found in that part of the world 
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may be a distinct species. It frequents marshy 
places, and shelters itself among reeds : it lays 
from four to six greenish eggs. 


LITTLE EGRET HERON. 

# 

(Ardea Garzctta.) 

Ar. occipite cristatOy corpora toto albo^ pennis dorsi iupremo 
elongatis sericeis^ rostro nigro^ loris pedibusque virescentibu&. 
Heron with the occiput crested 3 the whole body white; the 
feathers of the upper part of the back elongated and silky ; 
the beak black ; the lores and 1^ greenish 
Ardea Garzetta. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 973. \3,—Gmel. Syst. Nat. 

1. 62S.'^Laih, Ind. Orn. 2. 694. 64. 

Ardea nivea. GmcL Syst. Nat, 1. 633. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2, 
696. 67. 

Ardea eequinoctialis. 0. Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 6g7* 70. youiig. 
Egretta. Briss. Orn. 5. 431. I6. 

Ardea Candida minor. Briss, Orn. 5. 438. 20. young. 

Garzetta. Raii. Syn.p.QQ. 5. — fVill. Ang. p. 280. 

Ardea alba tertia Aldrovandi. Raii. Syn. p. gg. 6. young. 
L’Aigrette. Buff. Ois. 7. 372. pi. 20.^Buff. PI. Enl. gol. 

La Garzette blanche. Buff. Ois. 7. 371. young. 

Heron Garzette. Temm. Man. dOmi. 368. 

Snowy Heron. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 92. 6I. — Wills. Amer. Orn, 
7. 120. pi. hdi.Jl 4. 

Little Egret. Penn. Brit. Zool, App. pi. 7. — Penn. Arct. Zool. 

2. 3^7.^Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. gO. Sg. — IValc. Syn. 2. /;/. 30. — 
Letvin. Bril. Birds. 4. pi. \4g.—Don. Brit. Birds. 4. jd. 98.— 
Beto. Brit. Birds. 2, 45.— Mont. Om. Diet. 1. 


V. XI. P. 11. 


36 
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LITTLE EGRET HERON. 


This curious bird is two feet in length*: the^ 
whole of its plumage is of a pure white v with a 
strong crest composed of disunited feathers on the 
occiput, a tufl of similar feathers at the base of 
the neck, and many long ones on the top of the 
back, with' slender shafts, twisted and bent down 
to wards' their tips ^ these feathers are six or eight 
inches in lengthy and have slender, silky, wedge- 
shaped webs : t]|e beak is black : the naked space 
round the eyes greenish i the irides of a bright 
yellow : the legs dusky green : the toes of a yellow- 
green. The young and the old in the moulting 
season want the long, slender feathers on the head, 
the base of the neck, and on the back ; and the 
yearlings are dull white, with the beak, the naked 
skin round the eyes, and the feet, black. 

This elegant species is very abundant in the 
sbuthem parts of Europe, especially in Turkey, 
the Archipelago, and Sicily: it sometimes migrates 
into France and Switzerland, but rarely into Ger- 
many. It is stated to have been extremely common- 
in England in former times, and that Archbishop 
Nevil had one thousand served up at his famous 
feast. It is now extinct with us } the last specimen 
on record was one shot in the isle of Anglesea, 
mentioned in the British Zoology. In Asia it is 
very numerous, and it also occurs in Africa, and 
\he temperate and warmer parts of America. It 
frequents marshes and rivers, feeding upon fish, 
&c. : it lays four or five white eggs* 
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(Ardea leucogaster.) 


Ar* cristata caruleo^nigricans^ alls subtus a^ominefemorihmque 
cihis^ rostro pedibusque flams. 

Crested dusky blue Heron, with the wings beneath, the ab- 
domen, and thi^s, white ; the beak and feet yellow. 

Arden leucogaster. Gmtl. Nat. 1. 626. — Lath. Ind, Orn. 
2. 694. 62. 

La demi Aigrette. Buff. Ois. 7. 378. 

Heron bleudtre k ventre blanc. Btff PL Enh350. 

Demi Egret. Lath. Gen. St/n, 5. 88. 57. 

Nearly two feet in length: the beak dusky 
yellow : between that and the eye naked, and of 
the same colour : the head and neck, as far as the 
breast, and the upper parts of the body, the wings, 
and the tail, are deep blue-black : the under parts 
of the body and thighs are white : from the occiput 
depend two long feathers, of the same colour as the 
head ; and on the lower part of the back are a few 
long, narrow, rufous feathers, which fall over the 
tail : the legs are yellowish. Inhabits Cayenne. 

Latham describes a variety of this bird: it is 
two feet in length : beak yellow ; tip black : crest 
long and white : head and neck inclining to violet : 
chin and throat mottled with rufous white : long 
feathers over the rump grey : legs brown : in 
other respects similar to the first described. 



COMMON HERON. 


(Ardea dnerea.) 

Ar. ocdpiie cridA nigrA dependenie^ corpore cinereo, coUo suhtu9^ 
. Uneajasdaque pectorali nigris. 

]^eron with a depeiAng^ black crest on the occiput ; the body 
cinereous ; the neck beneath, and breast, with a black fascia. 
Ardea cinerea. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 601. 54* — Leach. Cat. Mus. 
Brit.p. 33. 

Ardea nuyor. Linn. Syet. Nat. 1. 236. 12.— Gme/. Spst. Nat. 1 . 
627.’^Raii. Spn.p. gS. a. 1 . 

Ardea cinerea.. Unn. Syst, Nat. 1.236. 11. young.— Ltnit. Faun. 
Suec. 165. young.— Gme/. Syst. Nat. 1.62/. 12. 6. young. — 
Briss. Om. 5. 392. 1. young. 

Ardea cristata. Brks. Om, 5. 896. 2. pi. 35. 

Heron hupp6; Buf^. Ois. 7. 342\— Buff. PI. Enl. 9^55. 
lie Heron. Buff. Ois. 7. 342.pl. 19. young. — Buff. PI. Enl. 757. 
young. 

Heron cendr£. Temm. Man. d^Orni. 362. 

Crested Heron. Alb. Birds, l.pl. 67. — Lm, Faun. Oread, p. 77. 
Common Heron. Penn. Brit. Zool. 173. jd. — Penn. Arct. 

Zocl. 2. 343»— £>a/A. Gen. Syn. &. 83* SO^Lath. Syn. Sup. 
II, 303. 14.— ilM. Birds. 3. pi. 70^ — Lewin. Brit. Birds. 5. 
pi. 118. — Watc.^ Syn. 2. pi. 129. — Pult. Cat. Dors. p. 14.— 
Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 37.— Don. Brit. Birds. 4. pi. 73. — Mont. 
Om. Diet. 1.— Mont. Diet- Si^t—Bing, Anitn. Bf(^. 2, 
291.— >X<ow* JRstm. Orcud. p. 78. 

« 

Th IS bird, when nivi ved at maturity, considerably 
^ceeds three &et in length : it has the forehead, 
the neckj^^e nnd^le of the belly, the edge of the 
wing, and the thighi^ of a pure white : the occiput, 
the sides of^he 'breast, and those of the body, of a 
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deep black : the fore-part of the neck is adorned 
with large longitudinal spots of black and grey : 
the back and wings are blue-grey : the beak is 
deep yellow: the irides yellow: a naked skin 
about the eyes is of a bluish purple: the legs are 
brown, but the naked space above the knee is 
bright red. In addition to the above, the hind 
head is ornamented with several elongated narrow 
black feathers, the two middle ^ which are up- 
wards of eight inches in length ; the whole forms 
an elegant crest, which is dependent on the hind 
part of the neck: the feathers of the scapulars 
are also elongated, and fall over the back in fine 
disunited plumes. 

The young do not possess the crest, or the 
«longated scapulary feathers : they have the fore- 
head and top of the head grey : the throat white: 
the neck bright grey, with several deeper spots : 
the back and the wings are blue-grey, varied with 
brown and whitish : the breast is longitudinally 
epotted : the upper mandible of the beak is dusky 
brown, spotted with yellow j the under yellow: 
irides the same : space round the eyes greenish 
yellow : the legs of a grey-black, with the naked 
space' above the knee yellowish- 

This species has been observed nearly of a pure 
white, but this is of extremely rare occurrence : 
this variety may be easily dktinguished from the 
young Ardea egretta, by the naked space above 
the knee, which is very large jui^the latter. 

The common Heron ocelots throughout nearly 
the whole globe, retiring from the frigid regions 
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upon the approach of winter. In England it is 
very abundant, and appears to be stationary, 
although it migrates in some of the northern coun> 
tries' of Europe : it resides, except in breeding 
time, throughout the marshy places and edges of 
streams, for the sake of its food, which consists of 
small fishes, firogs, young birds, or even small mam- 
malia; and is consumed with great avidity and 
gluttony, its digestion being very rapid. This bird 
commits great devastation in ponds and shallow 
waters. As a proof of their appetite, it is asserted 
by Willoughby and others, that a single Heron 
will destroy fifty small roach and dace, one day 
with another. The Heron, though it generally 
takes its prey by wading into the water, and wait- 
ing patiently for its approach, frequently also 
catches it while on the wing, but this is only in 
shallow waters, where it is able to dart with more 
certainty than in the deep ; for in this case, though 
the fish does at the first sight of its enemy descend, 
yet the bird, with its long beak and legs, instantly 
pins it to the bottom, and then seizes it securely. 
Although so insatiable in its appetite, and always 
eating so freely, the Heron, when stripped of its 
feathers, appears as if it had been starved to death. 

In the breeding season the Herons unite to- 
g^ether in large societies, and build in the highest 
trees, placing the. pests very near each other; 
sometimes as many as eighty have been seen in 
one tree. Mqidtagu mmitions having seen a heronjy 
on a small i^^and in a lake in the north of Scotland, 
whereon thigre was only one scrubby oak tree, 
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nvliicfh not being large enough to contain all the 
nests, niany'were placed on the ground. The 
nest is large ati^ datf made of sticks, and lined 
with a few rushes and wool, or feathers. The 
eggs are three or four in number, and are of a fine 
sea-green, and about the size of those of a Duck. 
The young birds are easily tamed, but the old 
birds soon pine away, as they refuse every kind of 
nourishments • 

Dr. Heysham has given a singular account^ a 
battle between a colony of Herons and a neigh- 
bouring one of Rooks : the former having been 
deprived of their ancient premises by the removal 
of the trees, made an attempt to form a settlement 
in the rookery; which was effected after an ob- 
stinate contest, in which some on both sides lost 
their lives : but after a second victory of the Herons, 
in the succeeding year, a truce was agreed upon, 
and both societies lived in harmony together. A 
fuller accouift of this is to be found in Bewick’s 
British Birds, above quoted. 

Heron hawking was formerly a favourite diver- 
sion in this kingdom, and a penalty of twenty shil- 
lings was incurred by any person taking the eggs of 
this bird. Its flesh was alfo in former times much 
esteemed, being valued at an equal rate with that 
of the Peacock. 
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GREAT HERON. ^ 
(Ardea Herodias.) 


Ah. accipUe cmtoto, dorio Juieo,f<emoribus rtffis, pectore foacutu 
dongalu nipris, ped^Juicu. 

Hemn with a crested occiput; the back fhscous; the thighs 
rufous; the breast ;Mth elongated blade spots; thefoetyellow. 
Ardea Herodias. linn. Syd. Nat. 1. 237. Sytt. Nat. 

1. 630.— CdA. Ind. Om. 2. 692 . S6. 

Ardea vitginiana cristato. Srut. Om. S. 416. 10. 

Le grand Heron d’Amerique. J3t^. Ois. 7 . 58fi. 

Largest crested Heron. Catesi. Card. App.pl. 10. Jl 1. 

Great Heron. Penn. Aral. Zool. 2. 341.— La</<. Gen. Syn. 5. 
85. 51,^WiBs. Amor. Om, 8. 28. pi. hy./i 2. 

This is one of the largest of the genus, measuring 
upwards of five feet in length, of which the beak is 
eight inches: its colour is brown, inclining to 
yellow on the sides : the hind head is crested, and 
some of the feathers are five inches in length ; the 
two middle ones in particular, which are the 
longest: between the beak and eye naked, and of 
a pale yellow : all the upper parts of the body, with 
the belly, tail, and 1^, are brown : the quills 
black: the neck, the breast, and the thighs, are 
rufous. 

Inhabits Virginia, hnd like the rest of this genus, 
frequents the borders of lakes and rivers, and feeds 
on reptiles and small fishes. 
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RED-SHOULOBRED »ER6n. 

(Ardea Hudsonios^ 

Ar. vertice cristato nigro, corpore JtueescetUe luitiu aUndo, cMo 
subius nigro-rufisscente maculato, pedibtu flaiis. 

Heron with the crown with a black crest : the body brownish ; 
beneath whitish ; the neck beneath spotted with dusky red ; 
the feet ydlom 

Ardea Hudsonias. linn. Sytt. Nat. 1. 238. IQ.’—Gmd. Sgit. 

Nat. 1. Gi 2 .—Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 603. 57. 

Ardea freti Hudsonis. Britt, Om. 5. 407. 7- 
Heron de la bale de Hudson. Buff. (Xt, 7 . 386. 

Ash^coloured Heron. Edw. Birdt,fl.\55. 

Red-shouldered Heron. Penn. Arct. Zoot, 2. Z4A.—Lath. Gen, 
Syn. S. 86. 62. 

This species, which is said by Pennant to be 
the female of the Great Heron, is three feet three 
inches in length: its beak is five inches and a 
half long ; the upper mandible is black, the under 
orange : the crown of the head black, and crested ; 
the longest feathers upwards of four inches in 
length : sides and lower part of the head white : 
between the beak and eye destitute of feathers, 
and of a greenish yellow colour : the back uid 
upper part of the body grey-bipwn : the wing- 
coverts palest : the inner edgepf the wing reddish : 
the neck is clothed with kmg^ iUender feathers, 
marked with dusky bars on the’ hm and in 

front with broad white dashes^;|^n the centre of 
each feather : the breast whitsi litottled vt'ith large 
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black spots; the tliighs are reddish brown; the 
belly and vent are white : the legs dusky ; the 
hinder claw very long. . Native of several parts 
of North America, from New York to Hudson’s 
Bay. 


ACAMI HURON. 

(Ardea Agami.) 

Ar. crislttla aeridea, orbitis gulique aUns, eaUo supremo corjwre 
subius Jhnoribusque rufis. 

Crested blue Heron, with the orbits and throat white; the 
upper part of the neck, the body beneath, and the thighs, 
rufous. 

Ardea Agami. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1 . 62Q.’—Lath, Jnd. Orn. 2 . 

699.79. 

Le Heron Agami. Ois. 7 . 382. — Bu^. PI. Enl. 859. 

Agami Heron, Lathi Gen. Syn. 5. 97> 70. 

This highly elegant bird is unquestionably the 
most beautiful of the genus: it is rather more 
than two feet and a half in length: its beak is 
about six inches long, and dusky, with the base 
of the under mandible pale : the crown, the crest, 
and the hind part of the neck, are bluish grey : 
the chin is white : the upper parts of the body, the 
wings, and the tail, are fine glossy green : the quills 
are black ; the sides of the neck, as far as the 
middle, bright rufous, with an elegant white and 
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rufous line, boundod by black, down the central 
part: the breast is clothed with long, loose, blackish 
feathers: those -on the back of the neck black, 
with a white streak down the middle of each shaft : 
the under parts of the body are deep rufous : the 
tail is brown. 

One of these birds, described by Latham as a 
female, has the beak dusky : the crown of the head 
blue-black : the nape light blue } from this hang 
six or eight long narrow feathers, the largest 
almost the whole len^h of the neck : the back, 
%vings, and tail, are deep blue : the neck and under 
. parts of the body are rufous ; but the lower half 
of the neck and the sides of it are covered with 
loose blue feathers, hanging longer, and loose on 
the breast : from the lower part of the back are 
long slender feathers, which hang loose, and reach 
the end of the tail : on the sides of the head, and 
just above the eyes, the parts are white, passing a 
little way in a line on each side of the neck ; the 
legs are yellow. 

This is a native of Cayenne and Surinam : the 
specimen from whence the accompanying en- 
graving was taken was shot in the last-mentioned 
country by Dr. Ireland, who sent it to Mr. Lead- 
beater, of Brewer-street, to whom I am indebted 
for the loan of an admirable drawing, executed by 
M. Pelletier, from the above-mentioned bird. 
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(Ardea purpurea.) 

Aa. ocdpite cristd dependente pennis rufi)»purpureiSf corpore 
supra rttfo^virescenie subtus purpurascenie-tufoj vertice nigro» 
virescentCy guld alba. 

Heron with the occiput having a depending crest of a rufous 
purple; the body above red-gften; beneath purplish red) 
the crown black-green ; the throat white. 

Ardea purpurea. Idnn. Syst. NaL 1. 236. 10.— SysL Nat. 

1 . 626. — Lath. Ind. Om. 2. GQJ. 72. 

Ardea rufe. Scop. Ann. 1« wg.—GmeL Syst. Nat. 1.642. — 
Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 692. 35. 

Ardea botaurus. Gmd. Syst. Nat. 1. 636. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

698. 74. 

Ardea purpurata. Gtnd. Syst. Nat. i. 641. young.— Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. ^8. 75- young. 

Ardea caspica. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 6g8. 73. young.— Cat. 
Brit. Mus. p. 33. 

Ardea variegata. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 692. 56. young. 

Ardea cristata purpurascens. Briss. Om. 5. 424. 14. pi. S6.Jl2. 
Botaurus nugor. Briss. Orn. 5. 455. 28. 

Ardea stellaris m^jor. Rati. Syn. 100. 13. 

Ardea purpurascens. Briss. Orn. 5. 420. 12. young. 

Le Heron poujprA . Btif. Ois. 7 . 369.^^Buff. PI. Enl. 788. — 
Temm.d^an\ sTOrni. 864. 

Grand ^ta. Bujf. Ois. 7 . 422. 

Crested pv^ride Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 05. 65. 

Rufous Heron. Lath. Qan. Syn. 5. 99 . 73. 

Greater Bittern. Laih. Gen. Syn. 5. 58. 18. 

Purple Heron. Lath. Gen. Sjyn. 5. g6. 66. young. 

Variegated Heron. Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 304* 15. young. 

African Heron. Lath. Gen. 6yit. Sup. 237. 80.— Mont. Orn. Diet. 
U—Lmin. Brit. Birds. A. pi. ISX.^Watc. Syn.2.pl.l3\. 
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This elegant species has received no less than 
six specific names from the pen of Latham, on 
account of the changes it undergoes in arriving to 
maturity : in this state it measures nearly three 
feet in length: the occiput is garnished with 
elongated greenish black feathers, the base of the 
neck with purplish white ones, and the scapulars 
with subulated brilliant red-purple plumes : the 
top of the head and the occiput are black, glossed 
with green ; the throat is white : the sides of the 
neck are of a clear red, with three longitudinal and 
narrow stripes of black : the fore-part of the neck 
longitudinally spotted with red, black, and purple : 
the back, the wings, and the tail, are greyish red; 
with green reflections ; the thighs and the abdo- 
men are red : the sides of the body and the breast 
are rich purple: the beak and the naked skin 
suribunding the eyes are yellow: the irides are 
orange-yellow : the soles of the feet, the hinder 
part of the tarsi, and the naked space above the 
knee, are yellow : the fore-part of the tarsi, and 
the scales of the toes,are brown-green. The young, 
before they attain the age of three years, want the 
crest, which is only indicated by a few elongated 
reddish feathers : they also want the long feathers 
at the base of the neck and on the scapulars*: their 
forehead is black ; the nape and cheeks are bright 
red : the throat is white : the fore-part of the neck 
is yellowish white, with numerous longitudinal 
black spots : the feathers of the back, the scapulars, 
the wings, and the tail, are grey-black, edged with 
bright red: the belly and thighs are whitish ; the 
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greatest part of the upper mandible of the beafi; 
blackish: the under, the space round the eyes, 
and the irides, are bright yellow. 

This beautiful bird is common in the western 
parts of Asia, frequenting the marshy shores of 
the Caspian and Black seas, also the lakes of 
Great Tartaiy, and the borders of the large rivers 
of those parts, as the Wolga and Irtisch : it also 
occurs, though ^aringly, in several parts of Eu- 
rope, appearing about the banks of the Danube, 
and the morasses of Holland ; about four or five 
specimens have likewise .been killed in England at 
different periods ; a fine specimen is in the British 
Museum, that was shot within these few years. 
To the north and east this bird does not occur, 
but in Africa it is rather abundant. It seems also 
to be abundant in Malta, from whence it has been 
lately sent byJ. Ritchie, Esq.totheBritishMuseum. 
Its nourishment consists of aquatic animals, as in the 
rest of the genus ; and it builds its nest among the 
reeds or underwood, and but rarely in trees : its 
eggs are three in number, and of a greyish green. 


ItUSTY-CROWNED HERON. 

(Ardea rubiginosa.) 

Ar. attA, aMamne alhomgro ttriato, 

coUo suUui Kneiit iguatuor nigris,pediius luieif. 

Slightly crested ferruginous Heron^ with the throat white; the 
abdomen white^ striped with black ; the neck with four black 
lines beneath ; tlie legs yellowish. 
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Ardea tnbi^nosa. Gtnel. SyH. Nat, l. 6i2.<—Laik, Ind. Orn,. 

3. Q 93 . SB. 

Rusty-crowned Heron. Penn. Aret. Zool. 3. Z5B,—Lttth. Gen. 

St/n. 5. ay. 53. 

The Rusty-crowned Heron ia the size of the 
Common Bittern : its beak is seven inches long, 
slender, and yellow : irides yellow : head slightly 
crested : the crest and back part of the neck deep 
rust-coloiir : the forehead is dusky : the throat is 
white : the fore-part of the neck with four black 
streaks : the feathers of the breast long and loose, 
with a dark line passing upwards towards the back 
of the neck : the back and the wing-coverts are 
deep ferruginous, varied with a few black spots : 
the quills are dusky : the breast and belly are dirty 
white, striped with black: the tail short, lead- 
coloured: the legs are dirty yellow. Inhabits 
North America. 


BROWN HERON. 

(Ardea fusca.) 

Ar. crutd capitis tdgricante, corpore/use<httigrieattte suitut alba, 
pe^ore tnaeuUs Juscis elongatis. 

Heron with the crest on the head dusky j the body dusky brown ; 

beneath white ; the breast with dongated brown spots. 
Ardea fusca. Lath. Ind. Orn. 3. 70 O. 83. 
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Le Heron bran. Ois. 7 , PI. Eni. 9SB, 

Brown Heron. Lath. Sup. II. 804. 17 . . 

. I 

This bird inhabits Cayenne : it is two feet six 
or seven inches in length : the beak is brown : the 
head is ornamented with a slight crest, of a dusky 
colour, and falling down over the back of the 
neck : the upper part of the latter, the body, and 
wings, are dusky brown: the under parts are 
white, the breast being spotted with elongated 
brown streaks : the legs are yellow. 


CINNAMON HERON. 

(Ardea clnnamomea.) 

Ar. casianeo^cinnamomeaf collo antice Jusco striata, guld maculd 
tiiaxillari crissoque albis, 

Cinnamomeous chesnut, with the fore^part of the neck striped 
with fuscous ; the throat, maxillary spot, and vent, white. 
Ardea cinnamomea. Gmdu Syst. Nat, 1.643n— Ind, Orn, 
3. 689 . 46. 

Cinnamon Heron. Lath, Gen, Syn, 5 , 77 , 43 ,— Lath, Syn, 
Sup, 23d. 

• fc . 

About sixteen inches in length : the beak two 
inches and a half long, and yellow : the prevailing 
colour of the plumage cinnamon-colour, inclining 
to chesnut : tiie lower parts of the body palest : 
on 4|ich side of the throat, beneath the jaw, a 
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small white patch : the chin and vent nearly white: , 
the middle of the fore<part of the neck streaked 
with brown: the tail bright rusty chesnut: the 
legs yellow. Inhabits China and India. 


WHITB*JRONTED HERON. 


( Ardea Novae-Hollandis.) 

Ar. subcristata, jdumheo^cinerea subtus rnfo^errupnta^fronie^ 
genU^gulikfjuguloque albii* 

Slightly crested Heron^ plumbeous grey $ beneath rusty red ; 

with the forehead, cheeks, throat, and jugulum, white* 

Ardea Nove-Hollandiss. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 701* 88. 
White-fronted Heron. Phil. Bot. Bay. pi, in p. 163.— 

Syn. Sup. IL 304. 18. 


Described as below by Latham, in the second 
Supplement to his Synopsis. ** This is about 
half the siEe of the Common Heron, being twenty- 
eight inches in length : the beak is four inches 
long, and black; the base of the under man- 
dible yellowish: lore and orbits naked, and of 
a greenish colour : the body on the upper parts is 
bluish ash-colpur : the crown of the head bladi, 
and the feathers elongated : the forehead, cheeks, 
chin, and fore-part of the neck, as far as the middle, 
white: quills and tail bluiA black: the feathers 
of the breast are elongated, and hang down in a 
y. xr. p. ri. 37 
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gracefulmanner : these, with the belly and th^hs, 
are of a rufous cinnamon-colour: back covered 
with long slender feathers, which fall over the 
tail, and conceal about half its length : legs yellow- 
brown. Inhabits New Holland.** 


BLACK HERON. 

( Ardea atnu) 

Ar« nigricans, iectricibus alarum cinereo^ccBrulescentibus^ redri* 
cibus nigricantibus, rostra pedibusque ntgris» 

Dusky Heron, with the wing-coverts of a grey-blue $ the taU- 
feathers dusky $ the beak and feet black. 

Ardea atra« Gmel. Sysi, Nat. 1. 641.— Ind. Om. 

Ardea nigra. Briss. Orn. 5. 439. 21. 

Le Heron noir. Ois. 7* 

Black Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 94 . 64. 

• • 

This is described as being as large as the Common 
Heron : . its beak black : the prevailing colour of 
the plumage the same, with a blue gloss on the 
wings : the space between the beak wd the eyes 
covered with, a bare black skin: the legs are 
black r the ipi^ddle and outer toes connected at 
the ba^ by a inembrane. It is said to inhabit 
Silesia. 
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VIOLET HERON. 

(Ardea leucocephala.) 

Ar. nigro^violacea, xjertke nigrOf capite cotto superiore crisso tec^ 
tricibusque subcaudaiihus albis^ rostra pedibusque Jusco^rubris, 

Violet-black Heron, with the crown black ; the head^ upper 
part of the neck, the vent, and the under tail-feathers^ white ; 
the beak and feet red-brown. 

Ardea leucocephala. GmeL Syst. NaL 1. QA2,—Laih, Ind* Om^ 

2 . 699- 78 . 

Le Heron violet. Buff. Ois. *J. 370 . 

Heron de la cote de Coromandel. Buff. PI. Enl. go6. 

Violet Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. gj. Gg.^Lath* Syn. Sup. 230. 


Native of the East Indies, where it is said to be 
very common. It is esteemed for food, and is 
often used in falconry. It is thirty>three inches 
in length : its beak is dusky brown : the top of 
the head, the lower part of the neck, the body, 
the wings, and the tail, are of a fine bluish black, 
glossed with violet : the rest of the head and neck, 
the vent, and the under tail>coverts, are white: 
the legs are reddish brown. Called Moniclffor^ 
at Bengal, and Lugbtg in other parts of Hindoostan* 
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COCOI HBR<m. 

(Ardea Cocoi.) 

A>. crittA dependente dortoqueeinereis, coBo tuhtutn^;ro 

maeulato, capitis lalmlm nigris. 

•Heron with a depending occipital crest, which, with the back, is 
dnereons ; the neck beneath spotted with black ; the sides of 
the head black. 

Ardea CocoL Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 699 * BO.— Linn. Spst. Nat. {. 

237 . 14. — Ontd. Sgst. Nat. 1. 62g.—Raii. Syn, 100 . 15. 
Ardea Cayanensis cristata. BrUs. Om. 5. 400. 3^ 

Le Soco. Buff. Om. 7. 7^9^ 

Cacoi Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5 . 98 . 71 . 

The Cocoi Heron is a large species, measuring 
upwards of three feet in length : its beak is greenish 
yellow: irides golden-orange : the top of the head 
ash-coloured ; its sides black : the occipital feathers 
much elongated, the4wo middle ones being nearly 
six inches in length ; they are all of a fine cinereous 
odour, and are very narrow : space between the 
beak and the eye naked, and of a cinereous hue ; 
the cheeks, the throat, and the neck, are white : 
the fore-part of the neck is speckled with a double 
TOW of elongated dusky spots : the feathers of the 
base*of the neck, and those of the scapulars, (which 
latter hang over the back,) are very long : the rest 
of the plumage is of a pale cinereous : the legs are 
ash-colour; It is a native of Brazil and Cayenne. 
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STREAKED HERON. 

(Ardea rii^ta.) 

Aji.yksco-nigricans, collo subtus albo,jttgulo nigro striato, teetri^ 
cibus alarum JUneicente striatis. 

Dusky brown Heron, with the neck beneath white ; the jngnlum 
striped with black ; the wing-coverts striped with yellowish. 
Ardea virgata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 643. — Lath, Ind, Orn. 

2/693. 60 . 

Streaked Heron. Penn. Arct. Zoot. 2. 354.— Lath. Gen. Sgn. 
5. 67. 55. 

Native of North America : length seventeen 
inches : beak two inches : the crown of the head 
dusky: the cheeks and hind part of the neck 
varied with ferruginous and black : the chin, the 
throat, and the fore-part of the neck, are white $ 
the latter is streaked with black : the wing-coverts 
are striped with black and pale buff: the outer 
edge of the wing is white : the. quills are dusky : 
the legs are greenish. A slight variety is men* 
tinned, which has a white line on each jaw : the 
scapulars and greater wing-coverts are dusky, 
spotted at the ends with white. 



IlOUHOU HERON. 


{Ardea Hohou.) 

• 

Ah. erUtata cinerea, Jronte albo nigroque variA, aUs aUm cinereo 
ceeruleoque variU, pedibus variegatis. 

Crested cinereous Heron, with the forehead varied with black 
and white ; the wings varied with cinereous and blue ; the 
legs variegated. 

Ardea Hohou. GmeU Sgst. Nat. l. 630. — Lath. Jnd. Om, 2. 
701. 85. 

Ardea mexicana cinerea. Briss, Om. 5. 404. 5. 

Xoxoukqui Hoactli. RaiLSyn. 102. 21. 

Houhou Heron. Buff. Ois. 7- 384. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. lOl. 76. 


This inhabits the same situation as the Dry 
Heron : it is said to have a loud disagreeable cry, 
resembling the word houhou, from whence its 
name is derived. It is in length two feet three 
inches: its beak is black, and measures seven 
inches in length : the forehead is varied with 
black and white ; the rest of the head is purple : 
the feathers of the occiput are elongated, and form 
a crest, which is of a rich purple hue : the edges 
of the wings .are white : the wing-coverts mottled 
with blue and cinereous : the secondaries are of 
great length, almost equalling the primaries : the 
rest of the plumage is of an ash-colour : the legs 
are variegated with brown, black, and yellowish. 
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CRACllA HERON. 

(Ardea Cracra.) 

Ar. rufeseentevariegata^ supra cinereo^carulescenSf subtuscinerea, 
collo subtus pectoreque albis. 

Variegated reddish Heron, above grey-blue } beneath cinereous ; 

ivith the neck beneath, and breast, white. 

Ardea Cracra. GmeL Syst. Nat, 1. 642.-^Latb, Ind. Orn, 2. 

Cancrofagus Americanus. Britt. Orn. 5. 477. 39* 

Cracra. Bi^. Oit. 7. 403. 

Cracra Heron. Lath. Gen, Syn, 5. q6. 66. 

Length not mentioned : size that of a large 
Fowl : the beak black, beneath yellowish brown : 
the irides of a golden-yellow: the lores naked, 
and pale yellow : the crown of the head bluish 
ash: the nape and the hind part of the neck 
brown, varied with iillemot : the back and rump 
bluish cinereous, mixed with dull green and rufous : 
the lesser wing-coverts dull green, edged with 
rufous ; the greater coverts and quills black, widi 
white edges : *the under parts of tliQ, neck, as far 
as the breast, white, spotted with rufescent : the 
rest of the un der parts cinereous : the tail greenish 
black: the legs yellow, claws black. Native oi 
Chili, and other parts of South America : ito ciy 
is similar to the syllables cra-cra. Itreudes on 
the borders of rivers. 



DRY HERON. 


(Ardea HoacUi.) 

A*, emld ntgrd, carport nigro^rescente tuUut alho, alU eauddque 
dnereis. 

Heron with a block (n«8t; the body black-green; beneath 
white ; the wings and toil cinereous. 

Ardea Hoactli. Gmel. Syst. Nat. l,630.^Lath, Ind. Orn.2. 
700. 84. 

Ardea mexicana cristata. fims. Orn. 5. 218. 11. ' ' 

Hoactli. Hail. Syn. 1 78 . 8. — Buff. Ois. 7 . 882. male. 

Hoacton. WilL 391. female. 

Dry Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 100. 79* 

Length two feet three inches : the beak black, 
with its sides yellow : the irides yellow : eyelids 
red : the head black, furnished with a crest of the 
same colour : fore-part of the former white : space 
between the beak and eye naked, and yellowish : 
the upper parts of the neck and the body are 
greenish black : the wing*coverts are greenish ash : 
the quills and tail cinereous : the under parts of 
the body are all white: the legs are yellow./ The 
female has the upper parts of the body brown, 
varied with white : the under white, varied with 
browuft in other respects similar to the'male. 

Tliis8peciesinhabit8Mexico,frequentingmarshy 
places, an^ilpeediDg among reeds, 
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ASH-COLOURED HERON. 

(Ardea cana.) 

Ar. cinerea, collo Jusco^einerascente, abdomine gents guldque 
albism 

Cinereous Heron^ with the neck greyish brown ; the abdomenf 
cheeks^ and chin, white. 

Ardea caiia. GmeL Syst. NaU 1. 643^Ijiih. Ind. Orn, 3* 
i93. 69 - 

Ash-coloured Heron. Penn, Arct. Zool, 2. 353,'^Lathm Qen. 
Syn, 3* 3^, 34, 

# 

This is found at New York : it is two feet in 
length : its beak is strong, and black : the cheeks 
and the chin are whitish : the neck is pale ashy 
brown, streaked on the fore^part with white : the 
back, the wings, and the tail, are cinereous, each 
feather bordered with dusky : the feathers of the 
sides of the back long and broad, hanging over the 
ends of the wings : the belly is white : the legs are 
yellowish. This arrives at New York in May; 
breeds there, and departs in October. 



SLACK-Clt£STED WHITE MEROK« 


(Ardeapiieata.) 

Aa. occipite cristatOf corpore albo, vertice nigro* 

Heron ivith the occiput crested ; the body white j the crown of 
the head black. 

Ardea pileata. Laib. Ind. Orn» 2. 6Q5. 66, 

Ardea Brasiliensis Candida. Briss. Orn. 5. 434. 17* 

Le Heron blanc ^ calotte noire. Buff, Ois, 7. 380. 

Le Heron huppe de Cayenne. Buffi PL EnL 907 . 

Black-orested white Heron. Lath, Gen, S^n, 5, 92. 60 . a . 

This bird is described by Latham as a variety of 
the Great White Heron in the General Synopsis, 
but in the Index Ornithologicus it is distinguished 
as a species ; it is only two feet long, whereas the 
bird with which it was associated is considerably 
more than three feet, without including the beak : 
its entire plumage is white, with the exception of 
a black patch on the top of the head ; the hind 
part of which has a pendant crest, composed of 
six long feathers, the two middle ones of which 
are above six inches long, and the others are 
gradually shortened. It inhabits the rivers of 
Guiana. 






LITTLE WHITE KERCH. 


(Ardea .^quinoctialis.) 

Ar. alha^ remigibus duabus primis margine exieriore Jitscis, 
pileo coUftque uiferiore luteis* 

White 'Heron, with the outer edge of the two first quills 
brownish ; the top of the head and the lower part of the 
neck yellowish. 

A|^dea ASquinoctialis. Linn. Si/st. Nat. 1 . 240* 25.—Gmel. Systm 
Nat. 1. 641. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2 . 6g6. 70 . — Leach. Cat. Brit. 
Mus. p. 33. 

Ardea carolinensis Candida. Briss. Orn, 5. 435. 18. 

Lie Crabier blanc ^ bee rouge. Buff. Ois, 7 * 401. 

Red-billed Heron. Penn. Arct. Zool, Sup. 2 . 66 - 
Little white Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 93 . 63. — Penn. Arei. 
Zool. 2 . 345. — Caiesb. Carol. X.pL 77 . — Mont. Orn, Diet. Stip. 
^Mont. Ldnn. Trans, ix. 197 . 

. . r . 

This is twenty inches in length: the hi^ajc ,u 
two inches long, and of an orange-colour:, thti 
lores and orbits the same : irides pale yellow i the 
entire plumage is snowy white, except the crbwit 
of the head, and the upper part of. the necji^hefitrieic 
which are buff : the legs greenish. The skin of 
this bird is veiy dark coloured ; so much SO)^ to 
give a dirty cast to the white plumage 'o^ tJhV ; 
cheeks and sides of the neck. . The fe{idiers.pn Ute 
back of the head are very slightly el^gat$4» *9 
they likewise are on the lower part' of the 
before. “ : 

A single specimen of this bird has been taken in 
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this country, it having been shot near Kingsbridge 
in Devonshire, the latter end of October ] 805 : it 
was observed for several days in the same field, 
attending some cows, and picking up insects, which 
were found in its stomach : it was not shy. This 
specimen is now placed in the British Museum. 

The native place of this species appears to be 
Carolina, and other parts of North America, as far 
as Mexico. 


SACRED HERON. 

(Ardea sacra.) 

Am. alidt tedrieibus minoribui alarum rectridbusque nigrv 
UneatU. 

White Heron, with the lesser wing-coverts and the tuUfeathers 
striped with black. 

Ardea sacra. Gmd, Syti. Nat. 1. GAO.— Lath. Ind. Om. a. 
6g/S.6Q. 

Sacred Heron. iMh. Gen. Syn. s. 92. 62. 

The Sacred- Heron is a native of Otaheite and 
the neighbouring islands, where it is esteemed 
sacret^ It is thus described by Latham : ** Size 
the little ^gret : length two feet three inches : 
graeral coloa^^ of the plumage white : beak four 
inches ]ong,.^|iliM^ hiDwii : on the middle of the 
crown a fow tAicure ^sky Stroks down the shafts 
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of some of the feathers : several of tfiose of die 
back, wing, and tail-coverts, marked in the same 
manner: scapulars dashed with black: greater 
quills more or less dusky at the tips: the tail- 
feathers marked with dusky dovm the shafts, from 
the tip an inch and a half upwards, except the outer 
feather, which is plain : legs yellow.” Another is 
mentioned that differs slightly: *' The crown of a 
plain white: scapulars some white, some black : on 
the fore-part of the neck some loose long feathers, 
black and white mixed, hanging over the breast, 
and some others of the same loose texture and 
mixed colour, falling on the tail : the wing-coverts 
have likewise some black feathers intermixed: 
the quills plain white, and the tail the same, except 
one feather wholly black : legs black.” I suspect 
the last described variety is a distinct species, but 
forbear to detach it, as 1 have not seen a specimen. 
It is found with the former. 


B. Taaii irtm. 

B. Tarti tbort 

SQUACCO HSaOK. 

(Ardet nUoidos.) 

Aa. eriitatBiJinuae vertievgiufaxumat^ 
mtatu, eorpore mpra cwiifu 

aiUi. 
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SQUACCO HERON. 


Crested Heron, vrith the forehead and crown yellow, marked 
with longitudinal black spots; the body above rufous; be- 
neathi and with the throat, rump, and tail, white. 

Ardea ralloides. Scop. An. 121. 

Ardea comata. Gmel. Syct. Nat. 1. 632.— Lath. Ind. Orn, 2. 
687. 3g.—Ldnn. Trans. 3. 335. 

Ardea squaiotta. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 634. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

686. 36. 

Ardea castanea. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 633. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

687. 40. 

Ardea Marsiglii. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 637. young. — Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 681. 20. young. 

Ardea pumila. Gmel. Syst. Nat. l. 644. young. — Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 683. 28. young. 

Ardea erythropus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 634. young. — Lath. Ind. 

Orn. 2. 686. 38. young. 

Cancrofagus luteus. Briss. Orn. 5. 472 . 37* 

Cancrofagus. Briss, Orn, 5. 466. 33. 

Botaurus minor. Briss, Orn. 5. 452. 26. young. 

Cancrofagus rufus. Briss. Orn, 5. 469* 35. young. 

Squacco. Eaii. SyU, 99* S.—Bvff, Ois. 7. 39I. 

Squaiotta,' Rati, Syn, gg. 9. 

Ardea haematopus, seu Cirris. Raii. Syn. gg, 7. young. 

Crabier de Mahon. Buf. Ois. 7. sgS. — Buffi PI. Enl. 348. 

Le Crabier Caiot. Buff. Ois. 7 . 389. 

Le petit Butor. Buff. Ois. 7 . 423. young. 

Le Crabier niarron. Buff, Ois. 7 . 390. young. 

Squaiotta Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn, 5. 72. 36. 

Castoneous Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 75. 40. 

Swabian Bittern. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 60. 20. young. 

Dwarf Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 77. 42. young. 

Red-legged Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 73. 38. young. 

Squacco JHeron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 74 . Zg.—Lath. Syn. Sup. 
II. 302. g. — Mont. Om. Diet. Sup. 

Like many other Herons, this species has been 
uhiificessarily inoltiplied, no less than six of La- 
tham's iqpeciei bei^g refeirible to this one : it is to 
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the industry of Scopoli that we are indebted for 
extricating us from this labyrinth. The bird 
now under consideration possesses the following 
plumage after the age of three years : the forehead 
and top of the head have the leathers slightly 
elongated, and yellowish, marked with longitudinal 
black rays : the occiput is ornamented with eight 
or ten narrow long feathers, which are slightly 
edged with black : the throat is black : the neck, 
top of the back, and scapulars, a bright red : the 
feathers of the back long, slender, and of a bright 
chesnut : the whole of the resffof the plumage is 
of a pure white : the beak is fine cmrulean blue at 
its base, and black at the tip: the naked space 
round the eyes is greyish green : the irides are 
yellow : the legs yellow, shaded with green : the 
naked space above the knee very small : length 
from sixteen to eighteen inches. The young have 
not the long occipital feathers : the whole of the 
head, the neck, and the wing-coverts, are red- 
brown, with deeper longitudinal spots : the throat, 
the rump, and the tail, are pure white : the fea- 
thers of the wings are white on their inner webs, 
and greyish on their outer and towards their tips : 
the top of the back and the scapulars are varied 
with different shades of brown : the upper man- 
dible of the beak is brown and greenish j the under 
green-yellow : the naked skin round the eyes is 
green : the irides are bright yellow, and the kgs 
are grey-green. 

This bird is extremely abundant Aria and 
Africa, frequenting the b^ of the Cn^tan Sea, 
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FE&RUOINEOUS HEROX. 


and the rivers in the vicinity: it is also found in 
Holland, Poland, Russia, Turkey, the Grecian 
Archipelago, Sardinia, and Italy, and accidentally 
in various parts of Germany: it builds among 
the reeds, and lays from four to six greenish eggs. 
I believe this species has been shot in England. 


VERRUOINEOUS HERON. 

(Ardea femiginea.) 

Aa. tt^eristata nigricant rufo maculata, subtus ru/b albido einereo 
fuwoque variegat6> 

Slightly crested Heron ; dusky, spotted with rufous ; beneath 
▼ariej^ted with rufous, white, cinereous, and brown. 

Ardea ferrugin^ Gmel, Sytt, Nat. 1. 694.— Lath. Ind. Orn, 3. 
688.41. 

Ferrugineous Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 76. 41. 

** Length twenty-one inches and a half : beak 
straight, sharp ; the base greenish Besh-colour; 
the end brownish ; the upper mandible somewhat 
bent at the 'tip : between that and the eyes, and 
over them, naked, and green : irides saf&on- 
coloiir: feathers of the head, neck, and back, 
longish, black tipped with ferruginous ; those on 
the crown somewhat elongated: chin yellowish 
white : wing-coverts dark brown } the outer ones 
have ftnrugmous tips; those nearest the body 
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ifaried with rufous and white : quills black : rump, 
breast, and belly, varied with fe^uginous, whitish, 
cinereous, and brown:, thighs with rufous and 
cinereous white : the wings when closed reach a 
trifle beyond the tail : legs green.” The above is 
Latham’s description of this bird, to which is also 
attached the following : ** This species is found 
about the river Don, in the summer only, as it is 
migratory, coming from the Black Sea, and depart* 
ing to 4t again in autumn. Feeds on flsh and 
injects. Frequently met with along with the last 
species.”* 

This bird appears to be greatly allied to the 
Squacco, if it be not an intermediate state of some 
of the varieties of that speeies.. 


COROMANDEL HERON. 


( A rdea Coromandelensit.) 

Aa. alha^ capite superiore cerince pectore dortoque rufeiceni^hu. 
White Heron« with the upper part of the head^ the top c^the 
neck» the breast, and the back, nifeaoent. 

Ardea comata, 0 . Lath* Ind. Orn, 2* 687. Sg* 

Crabier de Coromandel. Buf, Ois. 7 . PL EnLgX2* 

Squacco Heron. Lath* Gen* Syn. 5 , 75. 3g. a * 

* Ardea ralloidesi the Squaceo 

V. XI. F. Ho 38 
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tOUlSIANE HERON. 


Native of the Coromandel coast: length one 
foot nine inches ; the beak is yellow : between the 
beak and eyes bare, and grey : the eld bird with 
an elongated occipital crest, composed of several 
feathers, that fall down over the hind part of the 
neck, and are siiiped with dusky and white : the 
upper part of the head and hind part of the neck 
rufescent, as are also the long feathers which 
adorn the lower part of the neck : the wing>coverts 
and back are tinged with rufous, and theJfeathers 
of the scapulae are elongated, and reach beyond 
the tail: the rest of the plumage is white : the legs 
are yellow. 


LOUISIANE HERON. 

C 

( A rdea Ludoviciana.) 

Ah. cristata dnereOf coUo abdominegue rufiSf verticealis caudague 
viridi-^nigricantiius, pedibiis Jlavis, 

Grey<Te^f/di Heroni with the neck and abdomen rufous; the 
crown^ wing8> and tail, dusky green ; the feet yellow. 

Ardea Ludoviciana. Gmel, Syst. Nat. l . 630. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2.6go.5l. 

Le Ciabier roux, d tftte et queue vertes. Buf. Ois. 7 . 4Q7. 
Cfabie(„de la Louisiane. Buf. PI. Erd, gog. 

Louisiane Heron. Lath. Gen. 5, 81. 47*-— Penit. Arct. 
Zacl.2.250. 

Inhabits Louisiana# Length sixteen inches: 
the beak dusky : the orbits pale yellow : the top 
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of the head deep green ; the hind head adorned 
with a crest of the same hue : the rest of the head 
and the neck are rufous : the fore-part of the latter 
white, varied with elongated rufous spots: the 
back grey, glossed with purple, and its feathers 
long and narrow: the wing-coverts dull green, 
edged with fulvous : the quills are blackish, and 
some of them are tipped with white : the belly is 
rufous-brown : the tail is blackish green : the legs 
yellow : the claws black. 


YELLOW-CROWNED HERON.- 
(Ardea violacea.) 

Ar. oecipiie luteo crisiA albA, corpore albo nigroque striato subtut 
caruicscente, pedibus luteis. 

Heron \v’ith a luteous occiput and white crest; the body striped 
with white and black ; beneath bluish ; the feet yellow. 
Ardea violacea. Lina. Spst.Nat. l. 238. Spst, Nat^- 

1. 631. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2« 6gO^ 50, 

Ardea cserulea nigra. Rati. Syn, p. I 89 ; 3. 

Cancrofagus l^amensls. Briss. Orn, 5. 481. 41. 

Le Crabier gris-de-fer. Buff. Ois, 7 . 399 . 

Crested Bittern. Catesb. Carol. 1. pi. 7§. 

Yellow-crowned Heron. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 552.^^Lttih. Gem 
Syn. 5. 80. 46 . — IViUs. Amer. Om. 8. 26 . pi, Ixv.yi 1. 

Rather a small species, being only ^fteen inchea 
and a half in length : the beak about three inches 
long, and black: the irides {tfe red: the orbita 
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BLUE HEROK. 


naked, and green : the crown <of the head yellow ; 
the hind part adorned with a crest composed of 
fine white feathers, the longest of which is near 
six inches in length j the rest of the head is blue- 
black, with a white streak commencing at the angle 
of the beak, and tending towards the hind head : 
the back streaked with black and white, and from 
its lower part are appended several long narrow 
feathers, which hang over the tail, which is of a 
dull blue: the quills are bluish brown : the whole 
of the under parts of the body, from the chin to 
the vent, is of a dusky blue : the legs are yellow : 
the claws are dusky. Native of North America 
and the Bahama islands : in the latter places they 
breed among the rocks, and are in such abundance, 
and so little alarmed, that they may be taken with 
great ease, as they frequently are, being esteemed 
excellent food. 


^ BLUE HERON. 

(Ardea caerulea.) • 

Au.^oecipiie crUtato, corpore caruleo, crisiA coUojue violaceu^ 
rostro cttndeo, pedibm vimcentibus* 

Heron with a crested occiput ; the body blue ; the crest and 
neck violet ; the beak blue } the legs greenish. 

Ardea cerulea. Linn. Syst. Nat. l. 238. 17 . — ChneL l^tt, Nat^ 
l.GSliP— Biirrs Om. 3. 484. 42s-^Jtatt. Syn, 189t 3.—Laik. 
Jnd. Orn. 2. 669 . 48» 
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Cancrofagus Brasiliensis, Brits. Orn. 5. AJO. 40. i 
Atdeola Brasiliensis. Rati. Syn.p. Ifli. 18. i 
Le Crabier bleu. Buffi Oit. 7. 398, , 

Le Crabier chalyb^, Btff. Oit. 7. 404. 1 

Blue Crane. Wills. Atner. Oru.J. 117. pl.lxM.J’.i. 

Blue Heron. Catesb. Carol. 1. pi. 76. — Penn. Arct, Zool. 2. 
351. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 78. 45. 


Length eighteen inches: beak three inches, 
and blue, with the lower mandible yellowish : the 
irides yellow : orbits and space between the beak 
an^ eye naked, and yellowish : the feathers on the 
back pa];t of the head, and those of the lower part 
of the neck, are elongated : the prevailing colour 
of the plumage is deep blue, inclining to lead- 
colour: the head and neck are fine changeable 
purple: the back is clothed with long, narrow, 
silky feathers, hanging considerably beyond the 
tail : the legs are green. 

The young? have the head and neck of a dull 
purple : the chin white, passing in *a stripe half- 
way down the fore-part of the neck : the head but 
slightly crested : the back lead-coloured, and its 
long silky feathers wanting. 

This bird inhabits North America and the West 
Indies : said also to ocf ur in New Zealand and 
Otoheite. 
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STEEL-BLUE HERON. 


. CiERULEAN HERON. 


(Ardea caerulescens.) 

Ar. crUtaitt^ corpore obscure cttruleo^ capite collogue fusco^rufis^ 
occipite pennis duabus elongatis. 

Crested Heron^ with the body of a dull blue ; the head of a red- 
dish brown ; the occiput with two elongated feathers. 

Ardea ceerulescens. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2 . 6go. 49 * 

Le Crabier bleu ^ cou brun. Buff. Ois. 7. 399. 

Heron bleudtre de Cayenne. Buff. PI. EnU 349. ^ 

Blue Heron. Lath. Gen. S^n. 5 . 79 - a* 

This fine species is nineteen inches in length : 
its beak is deep yellow: between the beak and 
eyes naked, and reddish : the head and neck are 
rufous'-brown : at the hind head arise two long 
feathers, which reach down nearly the whole length 
of the neck:* the rest of the body, the wings, and 
the tail, are deep blue : the legs are brown. In^ 
habits Cayenne. 


. STEEL-BLUE HERON. 

(Ardea chalybea.) 

Aa. mpra f^pnhckaUgbea, tftbfus alba, remipbu* reetricibusque 
viretetntibus, Mm apfea albis. 
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Hat>n above of a steel-blaick ; beneath white ; with the quilb 
and tail-feathers greenish, the former tipped with white. 
Ardea caerulea, y. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 6SQ. 48. 

Cancrofogus Brasiliensis. Briss. Orn. S. 479- 40. 

Ardeola Brasiliensis. Raii. Syn. p. 101. 8. 

Le Crabier chalybe. Buff. Ois. J. 404. 

Blue Heron. Lath. Gen. Sifn. S. 80. c. 


This fine species inhabits Brazil : it is only six- 
teen inches in length: tlie beak is dusky} its 
under part white: irides and orbits naked, and 
yellow : the general colour of the plumage black, 
with a gloss of polished steel: the head varied 
slightly with brown, and the wing-coverts with 
cinereous : the quills are greenish, with a spot of 
white near the tips : all the under parts of the 
body are white, varied with cinereous and pale 
yellow : the tail is greenish : the legs yellow. 

Described as a variety of the Blue Heron by 
Latham, but I think it possesses sufficient cha- 
racters to form a distinct species. • 


CINEREOUS llEROK. 

(Ardea cyanopus.) 

As. dnerea subtut a&a, remigibus partita n^rie partm ean£du‘, 
rodro lorupedibutque aerutde. ^ 

Grey Heron, beneath, white; with the qaiUa part bluk, part 
• white; the beak, lores, and feet, Uue. - ' ' 
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MALACCA HEROK. 


Ardea eyanopus. Gmd, Syst. Nat. *1. lud. Orn^ 2v 

685.33. 

Ardea Mexicana dnerea. Brits. Orn. 5. 406. 6. 

Le Crabier cendr6. Buff. Ois. J. 401. 

Cinereous Heron. Bath. Gen. Syn, 5. 71 > 33. 

Described as under by Latham :. ** A trifle 
bigger than the last, (the Gardenian Heron): 
beak two inches and a half long ; blue, with a 
black tip : bare space between the beak and eye 
blue: the head and all the upper parts are pale 
ash'Colour : the wing-coverts mixed with black : 
the under parts of the body are white : quills part 
black, part white : legs bluish. Inhabits America.” 


MALACCA HERON. 
(Ardea Malaccensis.) 


A a. Ma, dor to Jiueo, eotto futco aUmque striato, rottro pedi- 
butque Jlavis, 

White Heron, with the back fbscous; the neck striped with 
brown and white } the beak and feet yellow. 

Ardea Malaccensis. . Gmd. Sy^. Nat. l. 643. — Lath. Ind, Om. 
3 . 63g. 47 . 

Crabier b^uic et brun de Malacca. Buff. Oit. y. 3^4. — PI. 
Bnl. giK 

Malacca Heron.- Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 78. 44. 


T HE Malacca HerOn ia nineteen inches in length t 
its beak is dusky^ with its sides^ellowish near the 
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base : between the beak and the eye, and the orbits, 
naked, and grey : tlie head and neck are streaked 
with brown and white : the whole of the feathers 
are long, narrow, and loose ; the back is brown : 
the wings, tlie under parts of the body, and the tail, 
are white ; the legs yellow. Inhabits the Malacca 
isles, and other parts of India. 


MEXICAN HERON. 

(Ardea spadicea.) 

Ar. caHaneo-purpurea^ capita remigibusque spadkeii^ verika 
nigro* 

Chesnut-purple Heroni with the head and quills chesnut } the 
crown black. 

Ardea spadicea. Gmal. Sysi, NaU 1. 641. — Ind* Orn.2. 
699 - 76 . 

Ardea Mexicana purpurascens. Briss. Orn. 5. 422. 13. 

Le Crabier pourpre. Buff. Ois. 7. 402. 

Mexican Heron. Lath. Gan. Syn. 5. 96. 67. 

This is a small species, and is perhaps only the 
young of some other : it is twelve, inches in length : 
the crown of the head is blacky the rest of the 
head is pale chesnut : the prevailing colour of the 
plumage is of a purplish chesnut, the under parts 
being palest : the quills and tail are chesnut. It 
inhabits Mexico. 
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PHILIPPINE HERON< 


NEW GUINEA HERON. 

(Ardea Novse^Guinefle.) 

Ar. corpore toto nigro, iridibus Jiavis, rostra pedibusquejuscis. 
Heron with the body entirely black ; the irides yellow •, the 
beak and feet brown. 

Ardea Novse Gnineae« GmeL SysL Nat. 1.644. — Lath. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 685. 34. 

Crabier noir de la nouvelle Guinea. Buff. Ois. J. 3g4^Buff. 
PI. Enl. 926. 

New Guinea Heron; Lath. Gen. Syn» 5. 71 * 34. 

This curious bird is only ten inches in length, 
and the whole of its plumage is black : its beak 
and legs are brown : the irides yellow. It is a 
native of New Guinea : its manners are unknown. 


PHILIPPINE HERON. 

* (Ardea Philippcnsis.) 

Ar. casiinea subtus aUdda, dorso striis transversis nigrisf teciri^ 
dim alarum nigricantibus albo marginatis, remigibus cauddgue 
nigris. 

Clieanut Heron, beneath whitish ; with the back transversely 
striped with bl||fk; the wing-coverts dusky, edged with 
whit« ; the quills and tail black. 
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Ardea Philippensis. GmeL S^it, Nat. 1. 6M.—Lath. Tnd, Orn, 
2. 686. 35. 

Cancrofagus Philippensis. Briss. Orn, 5. 4^4. 38. pi, 37-./* 2. 
Le petit Crabier. Buffi Ois. *J. 395. — Buff. PI, Enl. SgS, 
Philippine Heron. Lath, Gen. Syn, 5. 72. 35. 


The Philippine Heron is only eleven inches in 
length : its beak is greenish yellow ; between this 
and the eye naked, and green : the top of the 
head and all the upper parts of the neck are rufous 
brown ; the former most inclined to brown : the 
back is crossed with transverse rufous and brown 
lines: the wings are black, with rufous white: 
the quills and tail are black : the fore-part of the 
neck dirty rufous white : the belly, the thighs, and 
the vent, are white : the legs are yellow. Inhabits 
the Philippine islands. 


MINUTE HERON. 

(Ardea exilis.) 

Ar. Tufo^castaneus^ collo rufo^ antice abdomineque albo, lunuH 
pectorali remigUms rectricibusque nigris, 

Red-chesnut Heron, with the neck rufous ; the fore-part and 
abdomen white ; a pectoral lunule, the quills and tail-feathers 
. bliEudc. 

Ardea exilis. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 645.^Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 
683. 29- 

JLicast Sitlern. Wills, Amor, Orn, 8. 37* jiff, hiyr.f, 4. 

Minute Bittern. Lath. Gen, Syn, 5, 66. 28* 
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MINUTE HERON. 


The Minute Bittern has been thus accurately 
described by Latham : ** Size of a Thrush in the 
body : length eleven inches and a half : beak two 
inches long, greenish, with a pale point: irides 
straw-colour: ctdwn of the head dark rufous 
chesnut : sides of the neck rufous ; the feathers 
pretty long, and meeting behind, where it is nearly 
bare : chin and fore-part of the neck white, with a 
series of feathers on each side the white, of a pale 
ferruginous colour, each feather marked with a 
blackish line down the shaft : on the lower part 
of the neck the leathers are long and loose ; son^e 
of them nearly white, and hang over the breast, 
which is brownish black ; this colour passing up- 
wards on each side as a crescent to the back ; but 
the feathers on each side have whitish margins : 
the back is rufous chesnut, with pale yellow 
margins : the first and third order of wing-coverts 
like the back, but plain; the middle ones fer- 
ruginous, with" a dusky line down each shaft: 
quills black ; some of the inner prime ones marked 
with chesnut at the tips; secondaries the same, 
with some few of them wholly chesnut: belly, 
thighs, and vent, white : * tail black : legs green, 
bare for three quarters of an inch above the 
knee." 

I have seen several specimens of this species 
that were killed in Jamaica, and some of them 
varied a little from the above. One had the back. 


* la forne of the^pecimcns shewn to me by a friend, these 

parts were varied with dusky down the shafts.— J. F. S. 
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upper wing-coverts, and tail, of a deep blue-black, 
and the breast was destitute of the brownish black 
hue ; in other respects similar to the first. 


B. Tibi.£ Jere tola pltmostB. 

B. Tibia nearly clothed with feathers. 


LITTLE HERON. 

t 


(Ardea miriuta.) 

Ar. vertice dorso remigibus rectricibusque nigro-virescentibus, collo 
iectricibus alarum abdomineque fulvo^rubris. 

Heron with the crown> back| quills^ and tail^ green-black ; the 
neck, wing-coverts, and abdomen, of a yellowish red. 

Ardea minuta. Linn. Syst, Nat. 1. 240. 26. — Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 646. 26. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 683. 2}lt^Leach. Cat. Brit. 
Mus. p, 33. 

Ardea soloniensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. l. 637* 31. young.—- La//i. 
Ind. Om. 2. 681. IQ. young. 

Ardea danubialis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. i. 637. 53. young. — Lath. 

Ind. Om. 2. 681. 21. young. 

Botaurus rufus. Briss. Orn. 5. 458. 2Q. young. 

Botaurus striatus. Briss. Orn. 5. 454. 27. young. 

Ardeola. Briss. Orn. 5. 497. 46. pi. 40. /. 1. 

Le Blongois de Suisse. Buff. Ois. 7. 3QS.—Buff. PL Enl. 323. 
Le Butor brun ray6. Buff. Ois. 7. 424. young. 

Le Butor roux. Buff. Ois. 7. 425. 

Heron blongois. Temm. Man. (TOmi.p. 371* 

Boo-onk, or Long-neck. Edw. pi. 275.— Gent. Mag. x\x.pl. in 

p * 497. 

Rufous Bittern. Lath. Gen. Syn.5* 60. IQ- young. 
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LITTLE HERON. 


Hayed Bittern. Lath, Gen, Si^, 5. 6l. 21. young. 

Little Bittern. Fenti, Brit, Zool, App, p. 603. pL 8. — Penn\ 
Arct, Zool, 2* 359.— “La/A. Gen, Syn, 5, 65. 2^,'^Lath, Syn, 
Sup.p, 235. — Lath, Syn, Sup, IT, 301 . 8. — Lewin, Brit, Birds. 
4 . pi, 147. — Wale. Syn. 2, pi, 128#— Don. Brit, Birds, 3. pi. 
54. — Pult, Cat, Dors, p, 14. — Beuoick. Brit, Birds, 2. p. 51. 
Mont, Orn. Diet, 1. — Mont, Orn, Diet, Sup, 


Size about that of a Thrush: length fifleen 
inches : the top of the head, the occiput, the back, 
the scapulars, the secondary quills, and the tail, of 
a fine black, glossed with greenish : the sides of 
the head, the Qeck, the wing>coverts, and the 
whole of the under parts of the body, yellowish 
red: the quills are greyish black: the beak is 
yellow, with the tip brown : the space round the 
eyea and the irides are yellow ; the legs are yel- 
lowish green. The young of the first year have 
the beak brown and the legs green : the top of 
the .head is brown; the fore-part of the neck is 
whitish, with several longitudinal spots : the sides 
of the head, the nape, the breast, the back, and 
the wing-coverts, are different shades of red, 
sprinkled with longitudinal brown spots : the quills 
and the tail-feathers are deep brown. After the 
second moult the longitudinal spots begin to dis- 
appear: the feathers of the shoulder are edged 
with rufous : the quills and the tail-feathers incline 
to black. 

This species inhabits various parts of Europe, 
but nowhere in great plenty, except in Switzer- 
land, and towards the south : in England it is 
extremely rare, veiy few instances being on record 
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of its having been killed here : three specimens, 
however, were shot in Devonshire during the year 
1808 , one of which was a female; and in the 
winter of 1805 , one was killed at Sunda, one of 
the Orkney islands. 

The eggs are deposited in a kind of nest, con- 
sisting of a few dried leaves and rushes; they 
are about the size of those of a Blackbird ; are 
five or six in number, and white. The nourish- 
ment of this bird consists of small fishes, frogs and 
their fry, insects, and worms. 

One of the above-mentioned l^evonshire spe- 
cimens of this bird is in the British Museum. 
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Jldf^rumcapitelongius vel ca- 
pitis lonptudine, validum, 
altiusquamlatum^lateratim 
vald^ compressum; man- 
dibulll superiore incurva. 

Nares laterales in sulco sitae, 
membran^ semiclausae. 

Orbitce nudae. 

CoUum brevius, crassum, an- 
trorsuni pennis elongatis 
vestitum, postice lanugine 
tectum. 

Pedes graces, tetradactyli ; 
digiti exteriores basi mem- 
bran& connex! ; unguis me- 
dius margine interno dila- 
tatus, pectinatus. 

Botaurvs. Brusp 

Ardea. linn., Qmel. 


Beak as long, or longer than 
the head, strong, higher 
than broad, greatly com- 
pressed laterally, the upper 
mandible curved. 

Nostrils lateral, placed in a 
furrow, and partly closed 
by a membrane. 

Orbits naked. 

Neck short, thick; in front 
clothed with elongated fea- 
thers, behind covered with 
down. 

Legs slender, four-toed ; the 
outer toes connected by a 
membrane at the base ; the 
middle claw with its inner 
edge dilated and pectinated • 


The Bitterns are distinguished from the Herona 
by the superior thickness of the neck, which in 
these is very amply clothed with downy elongated 
feathers, which the bird has the faculty of elevating 
at pleasure : 'their plumage is generally either . 
spotted or striped : they resemble the Herons in 
their principal habits, residing in marshy situations, 
'and feeding upon aquatic animals. 
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(Botaurus atellaris.) 

Bo. supra testaceus maculis transversis, sultus pallidior mactdis 
ohlongis Jiiscus^ loris xiiridibus. 

Bittern above testaceous, with transverse spots ; beneath paler« 
with oblong brown spots ; the lores greenish. 

Botaurus. Briss, Orn, 5. 444. 24. pi. 37.yi 1. 

Arclea stellaris. Linn. Si/st. Nat. 1. 239* 21. — Linn. Faun. 
Suec. l64. — Gmel. S^si. Nat. 1 . 635. — Raif. Spn. p. 100. a. 1 1. 
— JVilL 207. pl> 50. 52.^^Latk. Ind. Orn. 2. 680. 18.— 
Leach. Cat. Brit. Mus. p. 33. 

Le Butor. BuJ\ Ois. 7. 411 . 21. PI. Enl. 789. 

Grand Butor. Temm. Man. d*0rni, 3/3. 

Bittern. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 174. — IPill. {dng.) 282*— //W. 
Brit. Birds. 1. pi. 68. — Hayes. Brit. Birds, pi. 19.— IraM. 
Gen. Syn. 5. 56. 17.' — Lath. Syn. Sup. 234*^Lath. Syn. Sup. 
II. 300. 7- — Lexuin. Brit. Birds. 4. pi. 146. — Wale. Syn. 2. 
pi. 127. — Pult. Cat. Dors. 14. — Beta. Brit. Birds. 2. 47.— 
•^Mont. Orn. Diet. 1 . — Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup.— Bing. Anim. 
Biog. 2. 296. 

The Common Bittern is in length about two 
feet six inches : its beak is four inches long, of a 
brown horn-colour above; the lower mandible, 
and base of the upper, greenish : irides yellow : 
the feathers on the top of the head are black ; those 
on the occiput, neck, and breast, are long apd loose: 
the general colour of the pluniage is dull pale 
yellow, elegantly variegated with spots and bars of 
black: the, greater coverts and quills are ferru- 
ginous, regularly barred with black : the tail is 
V. XI. p. II. 39 
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COUMON BITTERN. 


short : the legs 'are pale green : the toes and claws 
veiy long, and slender. The female is somewhat 
less, the plumage not quite so bright, and the 
feathers on the neck shorter. 

Bitterns are found in England, and in most 
of the temperate parts of the continent; in the 
colder climates they are migratory, but with us 
they stay the whole year, but change their position 
in the autumn to the more southern parts. They 
are very cautious birds, residing among the reeds 
and rushes of the most extensive marshes, where 
they lead a solitary life. They continue for whole 
days about the same spot, usually sitting among 
the reeds, with their head erect ; by which means 
they see over their tops without being observed 
by the sportsman. They are very ferocious, and 
when wounded generally make a severe resistance ; 
oftentimes turning on their back, like the rapa- 
cious birds, and fight with both beak and claws : 
this posture tiiey always assume when surprised by 
a dog. Mr. Markwick once shot a Bittern in frosty 
weather ; it fell on the ice, which was just strong 
enough to support the dogs, and they immediately 
rushed forward to attack it; but being only 
wounded, it defended itself so vigorously, that 
the dogs were compelled to leave it till it was fired 
at a second time, and killed. If attacked by a 
bird of prey, the Bittern, with its sharp beak 
erected, receives the shock on the point, and thus 
compels its enemy to retreat, often with a fatal 
wound : it is from this circumstance qld Buzzards 
never attempt to attack this bird, and the common 
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Falcons always endeavour to rush upon it behind^ 
W'hile it is upon the wing. 

In April the nest is formed among rushes, 
and almost close to the water, though out of its 
reach; it consists merely of an assemblage of 
broken reeds, &c. : in this the eggs are deposited ; 
they are from three to five in number, and are of 
a dull green ; the young are hatched in about 
twenty-five^ days, and upon their first emerging 
from the egg are naked, and appear to be nearly 
all legs and neck : they do not venture abroad till 
they are about three weeks old : during this time 
they are fed upon snails, small fish, or frogs. At 
this period the male makes a singular noise, which 
is compared to the deep bellowing of a bull, and is 
continued for about two months : it has another 
curious noise, which it utters in an evening, after 
sunset in the autumn, when it soars aloft to an 
amazing height ; it flies but heavily.. 

The food of this bird consists of frogs, lizards, 
mice, and other small animals, as well as fish j but 
with all this its flesh is stated to be far from dis- 
agreeable, and has a great deal the flavour of that 
of the hare. In the reign of Henry VIII. the 
Bittern wa!i held in great esteem at the tables of 
the great, and even now the poulterers value this 
bird at about half a guinea. 
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FRECKLED BITTERN. 

(Botaurus lentigijiosus.) 

Bo, subcristatus variegatus, supra Jusco-purpureus, suhtus pallide 
rufo’-purpureus^ collo antice dilute Jlavo maculis longitudinalibus 
spadiceis notate, guld albd, vertice Jiisco, 

Slightly crested variegated Bittern, above of a 4 )urple-brown j 
beneath pale reddish purple 5 the fore-part of the neck dull 
yellow, longitudinally spotted with chesuiit 3 the throat white 3 
the top of the head brown. 

Ardea lentiginosa. Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. — Leach. Cat. Brit. 
Mus.p.SS. 

Le Butor de la Baye d*Hudson. Buff. Ois. 7 . 430. 1 
American Bitterik^/ fVUls^ Axner. Orn. 8 . 35. Ixv.yi 3. ? 

Tii;b ^Teckled; Heron of Montagu, which is de- 
posited^in the British Museum, does not appear 
to be referrilile to any of the described species, 
]unleS8 it' be the young of some of the obscure 
individualiB included in this genus. I shall de- 
scribe it in Montagu’s own words. “ The length 
is about twenty-three inches: beak two inches 
and three quarters long, to the feathers on the 
forehead ; rather sleikder, and both * mandibles 
equally turned to form the point; the upper part 
of the superior mandible dusky ; sides and lower 
mandible ||reeinish^ellow : the head is very small ; 
the crown is chdcblate-brown, shaded to a dull 
yellow at the. nape, where the feathers are much 
elongated : &e chin and throat white, with a row 
^of brown feathers down the middle : at the base of 






FRECKLED BITTERN. 


597 


the lower mandible commences a black mark, 
that increases on the upper part of the neck on 
each side, and is two inches or more in length : 
the cheeks are yellowish, with an obscure dusky 
line at the comer of the eye : the feathers on the 
neck are long and broad, with their webs partly 
unconnected ; those in front are pale dull yellow, 
with broad chesnut streaks, formed by each feather 
having one web of each colour, margined, how- 
ever, with dull yellow on the chesnut side j some 
feathers have the dark mark in the middle, espe- 
cially the lower ones ; they are all loose, as in the 
common Bittern ; those at the bottom of the neck 
four inches long, and hang pendant below the 
breast; the hind head is b*are, and the feathers 
that fall over that part are pale yellow-brown ; the 
feathers on the breast are also loqg, and of a fine 
chocolate-brown, glossed with purple, and mar- 
gined with dull yellow : belly and sides the same, 
but not quite so bright, the brown marks becoming 
speckled: the vent and under tail-coverts yel- 
lowish white: the back and scapulars are chocolate- 
brown, with paler margins, minutely speckled, and 
glossed with a tinge of purple in some particular 
lights: the cpverts of the' wings dull yellow, 
darker in the middle 'of each feather ; the margins 
prettily speckled: the first and second order of 
quills, their greater coverts, and the alulae spuriae, 
dusky lead-colour, with a cinereous dash : the pri- 
maries very slightly tipped with brown ; the se- 
condaries and the greater covertB tipped more 
deeply with the same, and prettily speckled on the 
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light part ; the tertials correspond with the lower 
order of scapulars, which have their margins ches- 
nut, with small dusky lines and spots : the tail is 
short, and in colour similar to the tertials: the 
wings when closed do not reach to the end of the 
tail : the legs are three inches and three quarters 
in length, from the heel to the knee : the toes long 
and slender ; the middle one, including the claw, 
(which is three quarters of an inch in length, and 
pectinated on the inner side,) is as long as the 
leg : the claws are not much hooked, but the hind 
one most so, and by far the longest ; their colour 
dusky brown: the colour of the legs and bare 
space above the knees, (which last is about an 
inch,) appears to have 1>een greenish,” 

This bird was shot by Mr, Cunningham in Dor- 
setshire, in the autumn of 1 804 . It was ’observed 
by him iri the marshy meadows about one mile 
from the river Froome, whilst in pursuit of Phea-? 
sants, and upon its rising from the ground it 
uttered a loud noise, like the tap on a drum : its 
flight was rather rapid. 

This has a great affinity to (if not the same as) 
the American Bittern of Wilson. 



ZIGZAG BITTERN. 


(Botaurus undulatus.) 

Bo. rufo-griseu^ pileo nigros corpore iupra strigis unduldtii 
subtus angulatis nigris^ 

Red-grey Bittern^ with the top of the head black ; the body 
with black striae ; undulated on the upper parts, and angulated 
below. 

Ardea undulata. Gmel\ SysL Nat. 1. 637»^Lath. Ind» Om. 2. 
681. 23. 

Le petit Butor de Cayenn^ Buf. Ois. J. 430. — Buff. VI. Enl. 
763. 

Zigzag Bittern. Lath. Gen, Syu* 5. 6l. 22. 


This elegant bird is a native of Cayenne : it is 
in length thirteen inches : its beak is brown, with 
the lower mandible paler : the naked space round 
the eye bluish : the general colour of the plumage 
is yellowish, or reddish cinereous, *undulated with 
innumerable narrow bars of dusky brown ; those 
on the back the most regular, and nearly in straight 
lines : the top of the head is black : the fore-part 
of the neck is paler than the hinder, and is not so 
much variegated with the undulated stripes : the 
belly and thighs are slightly waved with zigzag 
bands : the legs are yellow. 
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T1G£R BITTERN. 


(Botaurus tigrinus.) 

Bo. rujus suhtui albidus mactdis nigrU difformib^ notaiiSf •oertke 
caudAque nigris^ rectricibus Jasciis quatuor alhis. 

Rufous Bittern^ beneath white, marked with irregular black 
spots; the crown and tail black; the latter with four white 
fascias. 

Ardea tigrina. GmeL Nat, 1. 6ZS,—Lath, Ind, Om,2* 
682 . 24 . 

L’Onor6. Buff. Ois. 7 . 43 1 .—Buff. PL Enl 790. . 

Tiger Bittern. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. &. 24 . 

« 

This highly interesting species is greatly allied 
to the Brasilian Bittern : it is about two feet six 
inches in lengtli ; its beak is greenish : the.irides 
are of a yellow tinge : the top of the head is bjack ; 
the general colour of the plumage is deep rufous, 
varied with undulated zigzag lines, after the manner 
of the skin of the tiger ; the throat and sides of the 
neck are paler, spotted irregularly with black : 
the chin is white ; the under parts of the body are 
yellowish white, varied as the back : the vent is 
white : the tail is black, with four narrow white 
stripes : the legs are green. 

Thif is a most beautiful bird ; its manners greatly 
resemble tho9e of the Common Bittern, frequenting 
the same situations, making its nest on the ground, 
and laying seveA or eight whitish eggs, spotted 
with green. an inhabitant of several parts of 
South America, especially Cayenne and Surinam* 
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(Botaurus lineattts.) 

'Qo.JlavoJusco rufoque transversim Uneatui tubtus albtdus, eapite 
coUojue nifigjqtciolis Jiiscist mterius lined longitudinali albd. 
Bittern transversely striped with ^llow, brown, and rufous | 
benteth whitish ; with the head and neck rufous, striped with 
brown ; the neck in front with a longitudinal white line. 
.\rdea lineata. Otnel, Syst. Nat. 1. 638.— Lath, Ind, Om, 3. 
662. 25. 

L’Onor£ ray6. Bu^. Ois. J. ^32. — ^pff. PI. Enl. 860. 

Lineated Bittern. Lath. Gen. Syn, 5. 64. 25. 

This species inhabits the same countries as the 
last, than -which it is rather larger in bulk, but 
measures tiie same in length: its beak is blue: 
the lores the same, and naked : the upper parts 
of the head and neck are bright rufous, barred 
with numerous brOwn lines ; and of the body 
crossed with slender undulated lines^ of rufous, pale 
yellow, and brown: d%wn the fore-part of the 
net^y commencing at the chin, is a longitudinal 
stripe of white ; the upper half of this stripe is 
bohnded by dashes of brown, and the lower half 
is varied with that colour : the under parts of the 
body are dirty white : the quills and tail are black : 
the legs are yellow. 



608 


BRASILIAN BITTERN^ 
(Botauros Brasiliensis.) 


Bo. eapite lavi, eorpore nigricante Jlavo punctalo, remigibut ree- 
trieibus rostro pedibusfue nigricantibus. 

Bittern with the head smooth ; the body dusky, spotted with 
yellow ; the quills, tail-feathers, beak, and legs, dusky. 

Ardea Brasiliensis. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 239. 23.— Gffls/. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 637- — Briss. Orn. 5. 441. 23. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
681.23. 

Soco. Raii.Syn. lOO. (Ang.) 2S4. 

L*Onor6 de Bois. Buf. Ois. y. 433. 

Brasilian Bittern. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 62. 23.— Brown. lUutt. 
Zool, 88. pi. 34. 

This bird, which appears' to vary a trifle, is in 
length twb feet eight inches : its beak is blackish : 
irides yellow: the head and neck are brown, 
varied with small black spots : the.throat and fore- 
part of the neck white, marked with longitudinal 
black and fuscous spots* the quills and tail are 
dusky : the greater wing-coverts are plain dusky : 
the rest of the plumage, both above and below, is 
dusky, prettily spotted with yellow. Qne of these 
is mentioned as having the beak reddish yiellbw : 
the head and< upper parts of the body deep orani^e- 
red, finely barred with black: the chin whitish 
red: the foreyjpmt of the neck pale red, with 
oblong bla^k ii^ro: the belly white, spotted with 
yellow : the ttiiighs barred with dusky : the quills 
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black, with white tips : the rump and tail-coverts 
varied with white, black, and narrow yellow lines : 
the tail black, varied with a few white lines, and 
tipped with the same : the legs pale ferruginous. 
This variety most probably belongs to a different 
species, on account of the white on the wings and 
tail. 

This species inhabits the borders of the lakes 
and rivers in the warmer parts of America, the 
West Indies and Brazil being the most usual places 
of resort. 


yellow bittern. 

0 

^(Botaurus flavus.) 

> 

Bo. striatus supra Juscus suhtus albus, capita colloque rufescentibus^ 
rectricibus striis transversis albis. 

Striped Bittern, above brown, beneath white j with the head 
and neck reddish ; the tail-feathers transversely striped with 
white.* 

Botaurus Brasiliensis. Briis, Om. 5. 40O* SO. 

Aidea flava. GrneL Spit. Nat. 1. CSB.^Lath. Ind. Orn. 
682. 26. 

Ardea Brasiliensis rostro serrato. Baii. Syn. 101. 16« 

Le Butor jaqne du Bresil. Buff. OU. 5. 460* 

Yellow Bittern. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 64. 26« 

Tse Yellow Bittern i^ two £bet: three inches in 
length : beak four inches and a half long, serrated 
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next the point ; brown, with the base green : the 
irides golden yellow : the head and hind part of 
the neck are pale yellow, striped with black : the 
back is brown, striped with yellow : th^quills are 
varied with black and green, and tipped with white : 
the tail is similar, but barred with white: the 
throat is white: the fore-part of the neck, the 
breast, and the belly, are white, undulated with 
brown, and the last edged with yel^w : the legs 
are dark grey. Inhabits Brazil : is much esteemed 
for food. 


SENEGAL BITTERN. 

(Bptaurus S^egalensis.) 

Bo.Jiacut, abdomine alU caud&que albis, capite calloque nigro 
strialis, alarum medio JasciA longitudinali pallide 
Brown Bittern, with the abdomen, wings, and £ail, white ; the 
head and neck striped with black ; the middle of die wings 
with a pale longitudinal rufous ftscia. 

Ardea Senegalensis. Qmel. Sgtt. Nat. 1,645. — Lath, Ind, Om. 
a. 684. 30. 

Le petit Butor de S(Mi^gal. Buff. Oit. "J. 426. 

Petit Heron roux du S^dgal. Buff. PI. Enl. 315. 

Senegal Bittern. Lath. Gea. Spn. 5. Cf. 29. 

This is inr Impth 'twelve inches : beak rufous 
brown, beneath fellow : the upper part^ of the 
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Iiead, the neck, and the back^ are rufous : the 
fore-part of the neck similar, but paler, and^ each 
feather marked with a streak of black down the 
shaft ; thl' loose feathers, however, at the base of 
the fore-part of the neck, are plain, and darker in 
colour than the rest : the middle of the wing, from 
the shoulder, is reddish ; the rest of the wing, both 
within and without, is white, some of the quills 
being varied with rufous : the whole of the under 
parts of the body are white ; the legs are yellow. 
It is a native of Senegal. 


GREEN BITTERN. 


(Botaurus virescena.) 

Bo. oeeipite tubcristalo, dono viridi-nitentet peclore rufetcente, 
rectricibus viridi-aureis, loris lutds. 

Bittern with the occiput aomewhat crested j the bock of a shining 
green ; the breast rufescent ; the tail-feathers of a golden- 
green, and the lores ydlowish. 

Ardeavirescens. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1.238.20.— Gmef. SyH. Nat. 

1. 635. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 684. 31.. 

Cancrofagus Tiridis. Briss. Orn, 5. 486. 43. r/.37./ 1. 
Cancrofagus viridis nsevius. Briss, Om. 5. dQO. pL 38.^ 2. 
Le Crabier verd. Buff. Ois, 7 . 404, 

Le Crabier verd tachetd. Buff» Ois. PI. Enl. 

^ 12 . 
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Le Crabier de Cayenne. BuJ^, PL EnL 908. ? 

Small Bittern. Catesb. Carol. 1« pL 80 « 

Green Heron. Lath. Gen. Stfn. 5 . 68 . 30 ,-^Wills. Amer. Ontt 

7.97, /rf. ^ 

Length eighteen inches : the beak is greenish 
brown ^ the under mandible yellowish at the base : 
the irldes are yellow: lores naked, and yellow: 
the crown of the head of a dusky golden-green, 
glossed with copper : the feathers of the occiput 
elongated, and forming a crest : neck rusty bay- 
colour : the back, tail, and wifigs, are dusky brown, 
tinged with plumbeous: the lesser wing-coverts 
and primary quills similar in colour to the back, 
and edged with yellowish : the middle and greater 
wing-coverts dark glossy green, fringed with fer^ 
ruginous : the chin and throat are white : the rest 
of the fore-part of the neck streaked with white : 
beneath, and following the direction of the under 
jaw, is a femiginpus stripe : the feathers on the 
lower part of the neck are narrow> and fall over 
the breast ; those of the back are similar, and 
cover the rump : the legs are greenish. The sup- 
posed female, car more probably the young bird, 
has the crown dusky ; its feathers not elongated, 
and those of the neck pale brown, streaked with 
white : the back, brown,, the latter 
slightljf;tipped^% white: all the wing-coverts 
have a truatgubdli^ite spot at the tip, and the 
last row have edges of that colour: the 
seeondaiy dusky green, edged with 

paler : the greattfiMlulls brown, glossed with green, 
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and tipped with white : the under parts of the 
body are pale ash>colour. 

This is a migratory species, being fbund in 
Carolina during the summer : it feeds upon fish, 
frogs, and crabs, in search of which it will remain 
for hours together on the branch of a tree over- 
hanging the water, with its head drawn in between 
the shoulders. It is also found at New York, 
Jamaica, Cayenne, and other parts of America. 
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NYCTICORAX- NIGHTHERON. 
Generic Character. 


Rostrum baud capita longius^ 
validum, basi altiua quam 
latum^ lateratim compres- 
sum ; mandibula supcriore 
paul6 incurvum. 

Nares laterales in sulco sitse. 

Caput pennis longissimis cy- 
lindraceis instructum. 

CoUum breve, crassum. 

Pedes graciles, tetradactyli, 
dig^ti exteriores basi mem- 
brane conneki ; unguis 
xnedius margine intemd di- 
latatus, pectinatus. 


Beak scarcely longer than tbe 
bead, strong, bigber than 
broad at tbe base, laterally 
compressed ; tbe upper 
mandible somewhat in- 
curved. 

Nostrils lateral, placed in a 
groove. 

Head adorned with very long 
cylindrical feathers. 

Neck short and thick. 

Feet slender, four-toed ; the 
outer toes connected at the 
base by a membrane ; the 
middle claw with its inner 
mar^n dilated and pecti- 
nated. 


Ardea. jRay.f Linn., Gmel,, Lath,, Tamm,, Cwo., VieiL 
Botaurus. Briss. 

Cancrofaous. Briis. 


Xn this genus the neck is more slender than in 
the precedin^*^ut stouter than in the Herons : 
the head is fummed with several straight narrow 
feathers, of a peculiar construction, on its hinder 
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part, and the beak is of a different form to that of 
either the Herons or Bitterns. In manners the 
Nightherons somewhat resemble those of the above 
birds : they build their nests in trees, and lay about 
five eggs. 


EUROPEAN NIGHTHERON. 

(Nycticorax Enropeus.) 

Ny. cristatuSf capite, occipite, dorsoque nigro^virescentibus^ abdo- 
mine Jlavescente^albo. 

Crested Nightheron, with the head, occiput, and back, of a 
black-green ; the abdomen of a yellowish white. 

Ardea Nycticorax. Linn, Sj/st. Nat. 1 . 235. Q.—GmeL Syst, Nat, 
1. 024. — Raii, Syn, gg. 3, — Briss, Om, 5, 4gs, 45. pi, 39.— 
Lath, Ind, Dm, 2. QjQ. 13. * 

Ardea maculata. Gmel. S^st. Nat, 1, 645, 80. young. 

Ardea Garden!. Gmel. S^st, Nat, 1 . 645, 8 1 . young.— Ind, 
Om, 2. 085. 32. young. 

Ardea badia. , Gmel, Stfst, Nat, 1. 644* I5^ ^ftmag,-^Lath, Ind, 
Om, 2. 080. 37« young. 

Ardea grisea. Linn, S^st, Nat, 1. 239. 22. young. — Gmel. S^st, 
Nat, 1. 025. 9. 8. young. 

Botaurus naevius. Briss, Om, 5. 402. 31. young. 

CancrofaguB castaneua. Briss, Orn, 5. 408. 84. young. 

Le Bihorcau. Buff", Ois, f, 435. pi. 12.— PI, Enl, 738. 

Butor tachet£, ou Pouacre. Bvf, Ois, 7. 427. young.— PI. 
Enl. 939. young. 

Le Crabier roux. Buff, Ois, 7. 39O. young. 

Bihoreau h manteau noire. Temm. Man. tPOrni, 375. 

Spotted Heron. Lath. Gen. Spn. 5. fO. 31. young. 

V. XI. P. II. 40 
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Gardenian Heron. Penn» Arctm Zooh 2* 855. jomg*—Lath, 
Gen. Syn. 5. 71* 3^* young. 

Night Heron, or Qua Bird. JViUs. Amer. Om. J. 101. pi. Ixi. 
f. l.f. 2. young.. 

Chesnut Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 73. 87* young. 

Night Heron, or Night Raven. Penn, Arct. Zool. 2. 386.—- 
WM. (Ang.) 279 .pl. ^.—Alb. Birds. 2. pi. 67 . — Lath. Gen. 
Syn. 5. 52. — Lath. Syn. Sup. 234.— Xeto. Brit. Birds. 4. pL 
145.— Wale. Syn, 2. pi. 126 .— Betv. Brit. Birds. 2. 43. — Mont. 
Om. Diet. l. — Mont^ Orn. Diet. Sup. 

According to the observations of Meijer, several 
of the Lathamian Herons are ascertained to belong 
to the present species, which puts on a very dis- 
similar appearance at different periods of its life. 
The full grown bird, in its perfect plumage, is 
about twenty-two inches in length : the head, the 
occiput, the back, and the scapulars, are black, 
with hues of green and blue : on the nape are 
situated three long^ narrow, white feathers, mea- 
suring about seven inches in length: the lower 
part of the back, the wings, and the tail, are fine 
grey : the forehead, the eyebrows, the throat, the 
fore-part of the neck, and the under parts of the 
body, are pur^wHte : the beak is black, with its 
base yellowish f^^e irides are red: the Hgs are 
greenish yellow. Both sexes are similar. The 
young of the first year are destitute of the three 
nartoW feathers on th^ nape : the top of the head, 
the nape, the back^ .and the scapulars/ are dull 
browDj with bi^ht red longitudind stripes on^ the 
4haft of each fipthn^f the throat is white, slightly 
spotted with bii^e^ the feathers of the sides and 
^e-part of the nec| ate yellowi^, deeply edged 
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with brown : the wing-coverts and quills are grey- 
brown, with large ovate yellowish white spots at 
the tip of each feather: the under parts of the 
body are shaded with brown : the upper edge of 
the beak is brown, the rest is of a yellowish green : 
the irides are brown: the legs are olive-brown. 
At the age of two years the colours of the head 
and the back are tinged with dusky, and the lon- 
gitudinal spots on the neck b^ome fewer in 
number : the spots at the tips of the wing-coverts 
are smaller: the proper cinereous hue makes its 
appearance on the other parts of the body, and the 
under parts become more white: the beak is 
dusky brown : the irides are red-brown, and the 
legs are tinged with green. 

The Nightheron frequents the sea shores, rivers, 
and inland marshes, feeding upon fishes, worms, 
insects, and frogs. It is very abundant in most 
of the southern countries of both pontinents, but 
towards the northern parts is extremely rare : very 
few specimens have ever been killed in this country, 
the first on record having been shot^near London, 
during ^e month of May 1 782 ; since that period, 
however, five or six more have been shot, and one 
so lately as 1816, which is now in the British 
Museum; this one occurred in the vicinity of 
London. 

The female builds her nest in trees or On the 
ground ; she lays three or fi>ui^J{leenish blue eggs. 
During the day this species remuitt^ohcealed, and 
does not roam aboutuntil the dm^ of the evening. 
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CAYENNE NIOHTHERON. 


when it commences its cry, which is very di»> 
agreeable, and is compared by some to the noise 
made by a person straining to vomit. 


CAYENNE NI6HTHERON. 

‘ ■ v 

(Nycticorax Cayanensis.) 

Nt. eorpore C€srule(hcinereo, dono striis nigriSf capiie nigra, 
pileo Jasdigue subocidari albis, cristd occipitis sexpennu 
Nightheron with the body of an ashy blue ; the back striped 
with black 3 the top of the head and stripe beneath the eyes 
white } the occipital crest composed of six feathers. 

Ardea Cayanensis. ChneU Sgst* Nat. 1. 626 . — Lath. Ind. Orn^^ 

2. 6ga 17 . 

Le Bihoreau de Cayenne. Baf. Ois. 439* — Buff. Ph Enl. 899* 
Cayenne N%ht Heron. Lath, Gen. Syn, 5. 56. 

This bird is found at Cayenne: its length is 
twenty-one inches: its beak is black: the lores 
pale green : the crown of the head is white ; and 
a stripe of this colour passes from the nostrils, 
beneath the ^es, towards the occiput : t^ rest of 
the head is black, ending in a point behind ; from 
which part depends a crest composed of six unequal 
feathers, hahf of . which are white, and half black : 
the ^vailing hue of the rest of the plumage is a 
bluish ash, thebiwk and wings being darkest, and 
uuurked wiA a, di^y stripe down the middle of 
the shaft of feather : the quiUs are black : 
the nai^sjd spade'"^ above the knee, and tlie leg^ 
.jwhich are very long, are yellowish. 
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CALEDONIAN NIOHTHEftON. 

(Nycticorax Caledoniciu.) 

l^Y.Jiueo-Jerru^neuif subtus tuperdUisjue aUitt vertiee nigro, 
cristd occipitis tripenni attA. 

Rusty brown Nightheron, with the under parts and the eye* 
brows white ; the crown black ; the occiput with a white 
crestj composed of three feathers. 

Ardea Caledonica. Gmti, Syst. Nat, 1. QiS*—Laih, Ind, Om, 
2 . 679 . 15. 

Caledonian Night Heron. Lath. Ind. Om, 5. 85, 15,'^Latk. Syn, 
Sup, II, 299. 8, 

This bird is very similar to the common Night- 
heron when in its full plumage : it is in length 
nearly two feet: its beak is black: the space 
between the beak and eye is naked, and green : 
the irides are yellow : the crovm of the head is 
black: the eyebrows,, and streak on tlie upper 
parts of the sides of the head, are white : from the 
nape arises three long white feath^ : the prevail- 
ing colour of the plumage is ferruginous, inclining 
to brown ; the neck being palest, and having its 
feathers very loose on the fore-part : the breast, 
the belly, and the under parts of the body, are 
white : the legs are ydlow : the claws are dusky. 
It inhabits New Caledonia. 
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JAMAICA NIGHTHERON* 
(Nycticorax Jamaicensis.) 


Nt. subcristatusJusciiSf eollo abdomineque Jusco alboqm striatis, 
tectricibus alarum apice maculd triangulari albi. 

Slightly crested brown Kightheron, with the neck and abdomen 
striated with fuscous* and wMte ; the tip of the wing-coverts 
with a triangular white spot. 

Ardea Jamaicensis/ Gmel. Syst, NaU 1. 625.^^Laihn Ind. Orn. 
2 . 679 - 14 . 

Jamaica Night Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 54. 14. 

Latham has described this curious bird from a 
specimen in his own collection, in the following 
manner : ** ^ngth one foot eleven inches : beak 
four inches long, and dusky: the upper man> 
dible bends a trifle downwards at the point ; the 
colour dusky ; the ridge of the upper part blackish : 
the irides pale straw-colour': between the eye, and 
round it, bare, and greenish : the head is some- 
what crested ; the crown dark brown ; each feather 
is streaked dowia the middle with ferruginous: 
neck the 8aide,‘but the colours duller and paler: 
chin and throat white : neck-feathers pretty loose : 
the up^iw part of the back darker than the rest : 
the rest of the back and scapulars yellowish brown ; 
some of the last tipped with white : wing-coverts 
like the back^ |fttt ,ihe lower order of them much 
paler, giving l&e Ippearance of & broad bar: all 
tl^e coverte white down the shaft, which spreads 
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out to the tip, and forms a longish triangular spot : 
quills the colour of the lesser coverts : the prima- 
ries and bastard wing tipped with white ; the se- 
condaries plain : breast and belly white, streaked 
with obscure pale brown : vent white : legs brown.** 
This bird is a native of Jamaica : it is veiy shy, 
and scarce : it frequents woody situations, like the 
rest of the birds in this genus. 
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CICONIA. STORK. 


Generic Character, 


Rosktm longum, rectum, va- 
lidum, integram, teredus- 
culum,acatum; mandibuld 
superiore carinatil,iiiferiore 
paul6 recurvatfi. 

Nares long^tudinaliter fisne, 
in soloo atae. 

OrJMae gulaque nudae. 

Peiet grallatotu, tetradactyfi, 
di^ti andoe baa membranfi 
ccnmeu; polZwprima pha- 
lange intenram inaatente: 
unguis inedius integeiri- 
mua 

c 

AUb mediocres. 


Beak long, straight, stout, en- 
lire, rounded, acute; the 
upper mandible carinated, 
theunder slightly recurved. 

Nostrils lonptudinally deft, 
and placed in a groove. 

Orbits and throat naked. 

Legsiormedi forwading, four- 
toed; the anterior toes con- 
nected at the base by a 
memKrane; the hind toe 
with its first joint resting 
on the ground; the middle 
claw entire. 

Wings medial. 


CicoKXA. Bay,] Briss,^ Temm,, Cav., Vieils, Leach. 
Auba. Linn., Gmel., Lath. 


The Storks reside in marshy places, and are 
principally nourished by reptiles, frogs and their 
fry, ds well as fish and smaU.miunmalia. In most 
countries they* are much esteemed by the inha- 
bitants, as they tend to prevent the increase of 
noxious vefmin destroying great numbers, all 
the species beRi^ extremely voradoivk They 
jnigrate in great fiocks, and are veiy easily tamed. 
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WHITE STORK. 


(Ciconia alba.) 

Ci. alba, orbitis nudis remigibus seaptdar&usque nigris, rottro 
^pedibtti cuteque sattguineis. 

Stork, with the orbits naked, and with the quills and 
scapulars black } the beak, legs, and diin, blood^red. 

Ciconia alba. Brits, Orn, 5, 36d. 3. jd, Bii^Jtaii, Sjftt, a. 
Ardea Ciconia. Idnn. Stfst.Nat. 1. 235. 7 - — Linn. Faun. Suec, 
102. — GmeL Stfst. Nat. 1. 622. 7- — Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 676. g. 
Cicogne blanche, fit#. Ois. 7. 253. pi. \%.—Buff. PI. Enl. 866. 
.—Temm. Man. (TOmi. 358. 

White Stork. Penn. Aret. Zool. 2. 455. c. — WiU. Ang. 286. pi. 
Sir-Alb. Birds, 2. pi. 64. — Lath. Gen. Spn. 5. 47. — Lath. 
Spn. Sep. 234.— Lew. Brit. Birds, 4. pL 144. — Wale. Spn. 2. 
pi. 125. — Bern. Brit. Birds. 2. 3\.—Mont, Orn. Diet. 2.— 
Mont. Om. Diet, Sup. — Bing. Anim. Biog. 2. 288. 

This well known bird has the head, the neck, 
and the whole of the ’body, of a*pure white ; the 
scapulars and wings black : the beak and legs red : 
the naked space round ^e eyes black : the irides 
brown : it is in length about three feet five or six 
inches. The young have the black on the wings 
tinged with brown, and the beak of a dusky red. 

The Stork inhabits various parts of the tem- 
perate regions of the old continent. It rarely 
visits England, though in various parts of France 
and in Holland, it breeds every where on the 
house tops, the inhabitants providing boxes for 
the purpose, and are careful that the birds receive 
no injury; the consequence of this is that the 
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WHITE STORK. 


Stork walks fearlessly along the streets of those 
parts, and is greatly valued by the inhabitants, as 
it clears the country of frogs, snakes, and other 
reptiles. The disposition of this bird is mild and 
placid, being very easily tamed j it may be trained 
to reside in gardens, which it will effectually clear 
of insects and other vermin. 

The female makes a large nest composed 6f 
sticks, and lays from two to four eggs, which are 
of a dirty yellowish white, the size of those of a 
Goose, but rather longer. The young are hatched 
in a month, and at first are brown : both sexes 
are said to watch them by turns, till they are able 
to take care of themselves : from this circumstance, 
and their great familiarity, many ridiculous fables 
have been invented, which it would be needless to 
repeat. 

Storks are birds of passage, and observe great 
exactness in the time of their autumnal departure 
from Europe to'more congenial climates. They 
pass a second summer in Egypt and the marshes 
of Barbary. In the former country they are said 
to pair and lay again, and educate a second brood. 
Before each of these migrations they congregate 
in amazing numbers : they are for a while much in 
motion among themselves, and after making several 
short excursions, as if to try their wings, all of a 
sudden take flight, with great silence, and with 
such speed as in a moment to be out of sight. 
During these migrations they are seen in vast 
flocks. Dr. Shaw saw three flights of them leaving 
Egypt, and passing over Mount Carmel, each half 
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a mile in breadth; and he says they were^three 
hours in passing over. r . 

The Stork sleeps upon one leg, and previous to 
its migrations makes a singular snapping noise with 
its beak ; in doing this it is said to turn its head 
backwards, with the upper part of the beak placed 
on the rump, and the under set into the quickest 
motion, made to act on the other. The flesh of 
this bird is veiy rank, and is not fit for food. 


AMERICAN STORK. 

(Ciconia Maguari.) 

Cx. alha, orhitu nudis coccineis, remigibus et tectricibus caiida su^ 
perioribus nigro^virescentibus. • 

White Stork, with the orbits naked, and crimson ; the quills and 
upper tail-coverts dusky green. 

Ciconia Americana. Briss, Orn* 5* 36g^ 3. 

Ardea Maguari. GmeL S^st. Nal, 1. 623fr^Lath» Ind. Om. 2. 

677. 10 . 

Maguari. Ray. Syn. 97 . 3. — Buff'. Ots. 7. 273. 

Cicogne Maguari. Temm. Man. d*Orni. 360. 

American Stork. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 50. 10. 

Size of the common Stork : length about three 
feet four inches: the head, the neck, the back, 
the tail, and the whole of the under parts of the 
body, are of a pure white: the feathers at the base 
of the neck are long and pendant : the wings and 
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BLACK STORK. 


upper tail'COverts are dusky, glossed with greeii : 
a large naked space on the upper part of the 
throat, which is capable of diltttation, is of a fine 
Vermillion hue, as is also the skin which surrounds 
the eyes : the beak is of a greenish yellow at the 
base, and grey-blue at the tip : the feet are red, 
the claws are brown, and the irides are white. 

This bird inhabits various parts of America, 
though several have been killed in France, but 
these were accidental visitors. It is said to be 
good food, and to snap with the beak like the 
common species. 


BLACK STORK. 

(Ciconia nigra.) 
o 

Cl. nigra, orbitis nudis coccineiSf pectore abdomineque albo. 

Black Stork, with the orbits naked^ and crimson ; the breast and 
abdoinen white. 

Ciconia nigra. Aau. Syn. 97. CaU Brit, Mus, p, 33. 

Ciconia fusca. JBms. Om, 5, 362, 1. pi, 31 . 

Ardea nigra. Linn, Syst, Nat, 1. 235 . S.^^Unn, Faun, Suec, 
l63—GmeL Syst, Nat. 1 . 623 .’ — Lath. Ind. Om, 2. 677 . 11 . 
Cicogne noire. - Buff, Ou. 7* 271. — Buff, FI, Enl. 3gg,—Temm, 
Man, aOmi, 850. 

Blaclc Stork. Penn. Arct, Zool, 2. 456. D.—Will, (Ang.) 286. 
jd, i2j^Alb, Birds, 3. pi. Bl^Lqth, Gen, Syn, 5, 50. ll.~ 
Mont. Linn. Trans, xii. I9. 

This bird is in^'length about three feet: its 
head, neck, the t^le of the upper parts of the 
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body, the wings, and the tail, are dusky, with hues 
of purple and greenish : the under parts of the 
breast and the belly are pure white : the beak, the 
naked skin about the eyes, and throat, are deep 
red-crimson : the irides are brown : the legs are 
deep red. The young have the beak, the naked 
skin round the eyes, that on the throat, as also the 
legs, of an olive-green: the head and neck are 
rufous brown, edged with whitish : the body, the 
wings, and the tail, are dusky brown, slightly tinged 
with bluish and green. 

This species inhabits many parts of Europe, but 
is not so cogimon as the white : it is most abundant 
in Poland, Lithuania, Prussia, Switzerland, and 
Turkey j rarer in Germany and Prance, and never 
found in Holland: one specimen has been cap- 
tured in England ; this was taken on a moor in 
Somersetshire, on the 13th of May, 1814, and is 
now in the British Museum. Several particulars 
of this individual are given by Montagu in the 
twelfth volume ofth^Linnean Transactions. Upon 
its first capture it made but little resistance, and 
on the following day ate some eels that had been 
placed near it: it frequently rested upon one leg, 
and if alarmed, particularly by the approach of a 
dog, it made a snapping noise with the beak like 
the 'White Stork. It soon b^me docile, and 
would follow its feeder for a favourite morsel, an 
eel. When hungry it used to rest its whole leg 
upon the ground, and forcibly blow the air from 
its lungs. It frequently wadtu up to its bdly into 
a pond in search of food, in jAe choice of which it 
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did not seem very particular, as it would eat any 
kind of ofial presented to it. 

Latham asserts that this is a solitary bird, fre- 
quenting the most sequestered places to breed : it 
builds on trees, laying two or three eggs, of a dull 
white, shaded with green, slightly marked with 
brown spots. Its flesh is unflt for food, being as 
bad as that of the White Stork. 


GIGANTIC STORK. 


(Ciconia Argala.) 

Cl. cinerea^ capite collogue nudis, ahdomine humerisque candidie. 
Cinereous Stork, with the head and neck naked ; the abdomen 
and shoulders white. * 

Ardea dubia. Gm^i Syst. Nat. 1. 524. 

Ardea Ai^cila, Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. Q 76 . 8. 

Gigantic Crane. Lath; Ind. Orn. 4. 45. — Lath. Syn. Sup. 232. 
pi, l\5,—Bing. Anim, Biog. 2. 2g3. 

This gigantic individual is thus described by 
that able ornithologist, Latham : ** Size from flve 
to seven feet in length, and when standing erect 
it is five feet h^. The beak is of a vast size, 
sharp pointed, cmnpressed on the sides, of a yel- 
lowish wliite colour, and opens very far into the 
head: the nostrils a slit placed high up, near the 
base: the whole tieiMl and neck are naked ; the 
front is yellow j tib fore-part of the neck the 
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same, but more dull; the hind part of the head 
and neck red, v^ith here and there a iirarty ex« 
crescence, mixed with a few straggling hairs, 
curled at the ends : the craw hangs down on the 
fore-part of the neck, like a pouch, and twines 
round the back part ; the lower part of it furnished 
with hairs like the rest of the neck, hut at the 
bottom are in greater number, and of a triangular 
form : the upper parts of the back and shoulders 
are surrounded with white downy feathers: the 
back itself and wing-coverts deep blui^ ash-colour : 
second quills dusky brown : prime quills and tail 
deep blackish lead-colour ; the last scarcely exceeds 
the quills in length; the feathers of it are ten 
inches long, and twelve in number : the feathers 
of the sides beneath the wings, and those of the 
vent and under tail-coverts, are long and downy, 
some of them measuring near a foot, and of a 
dusky white colour, as are all the under parts of 
the body : the legs are long, and black, naked far 
above the knees, and very scaly : the toes are 
webbed at the base : the claws blunt.** 

Xhis bird is a native of Afrijpa and Asia : it 
arrives at Bengal at the commencement of the 
rainy season. It is a most voracious animal, eating 
as much as would serve four men at a meal, and 
is very useful in clearing the country of reptiles 
and snakes, upon which it feeds. . ( A long account 
of a tame bird of this species is given by Latham, 
from Smeathman. It regularly attended the hall 
at dinner-time, placing itself j^ehind its master's 
chair, frequently before any of j^e guests entered. 
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GIGANTIC STORK. 


The servants were obliged to watch it carefully, 
and to defend the provisions by beating it off with 
sticks ; yet, notwithstanding every precaution, it 
would frequently snatch off something from the 
table. It one day purloined a whole boiled fowl, 
which it swallowed in an instant. It used to fly 
about the island, and roost very high amongst 
the silk cotton<trees ; from this station, at the 
distance of two or three miles, it could see when 
the dinner was carried across the court; when 
darting down, it would arrive early enough to enter 
with some of those who carried in the dishes. 

When^sittiii^, it was observed always to rest 
itself on the whole length of the hind part of the 
leg. It sometimes stood in the room for half an 
hour after dinner, turning its head alternately, as 
if listening to the conversation. 

Its courage was not equal to its voracity, for a 
child of eight or ten years old was able to put it to 
flight, though *it would seem at first to stand on 
the defensive, by threatening with its enormous 
beak, widely extended, and crying out with a loud 
hoarse voice. It preyed on small quadrupeds, 
birds, and reptiles ; and though it would destroy 
poultry, it never dared openly to attack a hen with 
her young ones. It had been known to swallow a 
cat whole, and a bone of a shin of beef being 
brokei^ served it but for two morsels. 
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MYCTERIA.. JABIRU- 


Generic Character. 


Roitnm oomco-longum, Ise- 
vigatuqiyvaliduin^acutuii), 
Itrinque compressiim ; 
* mandibula superior# 
quetra recta, inferi(»re eras- 
riotTecurvata. .y’ 

If ares lineai^ 

Caput oollqp^e plus ini- 
nusve denudaUsb^ 

Pedes tetradact^li^ di^ti, an- 
tici basi meihb^fp& "con- 
nexi: pollex humi incum- 
bens. 


jS^oXrcomeelongated^smootb, 
strong, acute, compressed 
on* each side; the up- 
.per mandible triangular. 
Straight; the lover stouter, 
and recurved. 

Jfostrils linear. 

^ead and neck more or less 
naked. 

L^s four-toed ; the anterior 
toes connected by a mem- 
brane at the base ; the 
hinder : one resting upon 
the ground. 


MYCtSRXA. Lmn., Gmelg VieU., Cuv. 
CicoNiA. Bliss. 


\^ERY little is knotrii of the manners of the 
Jabirus, which are natives of the tropical and 
southern climates : they are mostly of a gigantic 
size, are very vpracious, and prey upon fish, frogs, 
and other smidfer animala: they reside in marshy 


y. XI. p. II. 


41 
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AMERICAN JABIR0; 


(Mycteria Americana.) 

My. alha, remigibus rectricibusque nigto^rpurascentibus. 

White JabirUj with the quills and tail-feathers of a purple-black. 
Mycteria Americana. Linn. Syst^ Natp l. 232. 1 . — GmeL Syst. 

Nairn ]. 6i6. — Lath, Ind. Orn. 2. 6yo. 1. 

Ciconia Brasiliensis. Briss. Orn. 5. 371* d. ^ 

Jabiru-guacu. Bait. Syn. g6. 5. — Bnff. Ois. 7* 282. pi. ^ 
Buj: PI. Enl. 817* 

American Jabiru. Lath. Gtn. Syn. 5. 22. pi. 75*. 


This bird is about the size of the cdB;ii)nton Stork : 
its beak is black; the whole plum^e is white, 
except the head and about two-thirds of the neck, 
which are destitute of feathers, and are of a dusky 
hue ; the lower part of the neck is also naked, 
and is of a fine red : on the* hind head are a few 
greyish featheA : the wings and tail are of a deep 
purplish tint : the legs are strong, and covered 
with black scales. The young are said to be grey 
the first year, rose-colour the second, and pure 
white the third. 

Inhabits the savannahs of Cayenne, Guiana, and 
Other parts of South America. It constructs its 
nest in great trees, and lays two eggs. The young, 
as well as the old birds, are very* voracious, and 
consume a great quantity of fish : they are very 
wild: the young birds are frequently eaten, but 
the old are very unpleasant food, being tough and 
oily. 
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Mtwr HOLLAND JABinU. 
(Mycteria Australis.) 


Mv. nSflf, capiie colloque»viridunigris^ tectricibus pennis scapula^ 
ribus caudaque nigris^ rostro nigra^ pedibus rubris. 

White Jabiru^ ^ith the head and neck of a green-black; the 
wing-c6yerts> sQupularsi and taib black ; the beak blaek> and 
feet red. 

Mycteria Austrtdis. Linn. Trani^ 5. 34. ^j^Laih. Irtd. Orn^^ 
*Sup. Ixiv. i. 

New Holland Jabiru. Lath* Gen, Syn, Sup, II, 294 . pi, 138. 

* 

** This species Dreasu'pes from the tip of the beak 
to the end of the c4aw» full «ix feet : the beak is 
a foot long : neck fifteen inches : thighs ten inches : 
legs almost the. length of the beak j the upper 
mandible pjf which is nearly straight, or but just 
sensibly curved upwards j the under rather more 
so ; the colour of boU) black : the chin is for a 
little way bare of feathers, and of a reddish colour ; 
• irides yellow ; the head is pretty full of feathers, 
and with about half the neck is black, with a 
tinge of green in some lights, in others of purplish : 
the middle of the wi»g>coverts, and secondary 
quills, as tt^ell as the middle of the back, are 
greenish bkick, and the tail also is of the same 
colour : the rest of Uie plumage white : the whole 
of the legs and bare parts above the knee are of a 
tine red i the toes furnished at the end with pale- 
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coloured claws, shaped not unlike those of the 
human species. Inhabits New Holland.’* 

The above is Latham’s description of this species, 
to which he subjoined the follo\il^ing : “ Among 
the drawings of Mr. Lambert is a representation 
of one, apparently the same, in which the skin 
beneath the lower mandible and throat is of a 
fine crimson, and said to be qapable of gr^t dis- 
tention : head and half the neck brownish black, 
with a variable green and copper gloss r between 
the beak and eye grey;: the general colour of 
the plumage of the lower part of* the neck,, .the 
body, and wings, is white, except on the shoulders, 
which appear blackish, with the samd bronzed 
hue as the head and half the nec^ : tthe tail is 
black.” 

These birds are occasionally seen on the muddy 
banks of the harbour of Fort Jackson, searching 
for fish, when the tide iaout. 


SENEGAL JABinU. 

r. • 

(Mycteria Sej^egslensia.)- . 

" ■ 

My. alha^ rostro apicem vefaus mbroy basin versus albido JasciA 
nigrAf macula utrinque JenestraiA, 

White Jabiru^ with the beak the tip red^ towards 4he 

base whitish > with a black fasdat and a transparent spot on 
each side. 
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Mycteria Senegalensis. S^io. tdnn. Trans^S. 82. pi. 3. (head.) 

L<^. Ind. Ora. Sup. Iut. 2. 

Senegal Jabiru. Lath. Syn. Sup..!!, 296 . 3. 


Dr. i^Aw has givens very ample description 
of this bird in the Linnean Transactions. Its 
lengthy from- the beak to the end of the claws, is 
six feet two inches : beak thirteen inches: neck 
fifteen inches : body one foot : the naked part of 
the thighs eleven inches ; thb feathered part four 
inches : knee joint an inch : leg thirteen inches 
an^ A half: the middle toe is five inches and a 
. half ; the two outer ones four inches and a half, 
all slightly connected at the base : the upper man- 
dible is tery pale for three inches from the gape; 
the under the same for about one inch and a 
half, then begins a bar of J}lack for about three 
inches ; from thence to the tip the colour is red- 
dish, increasing in depth to the end, where it is of 
a. deep vermillion-: on each side* of the base of 
the upper mandible is a large semi-oval and semi- 
.tranlspatent space, which at its back part is con- 
tinued upwm:ds, in a curved direction, across the 
'fore-part (f the eye: .over the nostrils a bare 
fif^ened $art, somewhat in the manner of the 
Cooti: jbeneath the h>ise of the beak, just at the 
heginmng of the feathered part, are two very 
small pear-shaped peodant wattles, adhering by 
very small necks : the head and neck are black : 
scapijdars black, with pale bases, and fifteen inches 
in length: riie remainder of the bird white: the 
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legs are very long, and the thighs, to a distance 
nearly equal to that of the leg itSelf;^uite bare : 
the whole leg and thigh black, except that round , 
the knee, as well as round each joint' of the toes, 
is a pale band or zone: the whole length of 
the leg and thigh is covered with hexagonal longi- 
tudinal scales. Said to be a native of Senegal. 
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ANASTOMUS. ANASTOMUS. 


Generic Character. 


Rostrum utrinque compres- 
sum, Versus medium hians, 
acutum ;* mandibula supe- 
riore marginibus aut den- 
ticulads aut versus apicem 
emarginads*; inferiore in- 
tegia. 

Nares Gneares. * ' 

Redes tetradactyG, fissi, di^ti 
exteriores basi membranS 
connex^; unguis medius 
c^atatus, integefiimus. 


Beak compressed on both 
sides, gaping towards the 
middle, acute ; the upper 
mandible with its margins 
denticulated, or emarginate 
towards the dp ; the under 
entire. 

Nostrils linear. 

Legs four-toed, cleft; the 
outer toes connected by a 
membrane at the base ; the 
middle daw dilated, and 
endre.* 


Amastomus. lUig., Vied. 

Hians. Lacepede, Cuv. ■>* 

Aboea. Gmel., Lath. 

Like the rest of the Grallae, the birds of this 
genus reside in marshy places, feeding upon small 
fishes, snails, worms, insects, and ^uch like : they 
are both natives of India, but of their method of 
incubation nothing is known. 
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A. Rostsom emarginatum } ?ActKa pbmota^ 

A. Beak emarffna.te}Jaee clothed with lhi|t||ier8,r 

PONDICHERRY ANASTOMUS. 

(Anaatomus PondicCrianus.) 

An. dnereo-griteut, remigibtu nigris, rortro l<Ueri 6 ut gtabro apice 
vnicronato, ‘ . 

Cinereous grey Anaatomus. with the quills blade ; the sides of 
the beak smooth ; the apex pointed. * 

Ardea Pondiceriana. Gmel. Spst. Hat. 1. 6 ^.— hath. Ltd. Om. 

2.702.9a 

Le Bec-ouvert. Buff. Ois. 7. 40 g.—Btff. PI.' Enl. § 32 . 
Pondicherry Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 6 ; 101.‘V7. ‘ 

Nothing is known of the manoei's of this sin- 
gular bird, which measures fourteen inches and a 
half in length : the beak is rather long, very thick, 
and stout at the’base for about one fourth of its 
length j it then becomes slender, and finishes in a 
point: the under mandible is- less stout, and gra- 
dually lessens to the end,butTs curved inward the 
whole length ; so that the mandibles only touch at 
the bases and tips, standing hollow from each other 
in the middle; the colour of both is yellow, but 
towards the head dusky : the space between the 
beak and eye, ^d orbits, are well clothed with 
feathers : the prevailing colour of the plumage is 
a dirty cinereous grey, but the quiHs>^are black, 
and reach considerably beyond the end of the tail ; 
the legs are yellowish, and tessellated their whple 
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length, as is also the naked part of the thigh ; the 
claws are small;; and black ; the middle one entire. 
This species inhabits Pondicherry and other parts 
of the East Indies. 


B. Rostrum ; facies glabra. 

B. Beak serrated ; face naked. 

* COROMANDEL ANASTOMUS. 

« 

(Anastoluus Coromandelianus.) 

An. alhue^ facie dorso supremo remigibus caudAque nigris, rosito 
latexibus serraio apice dentato. 

White Anastomus^ with the face, the upper part of the back, the 
quills, and the tail, black ; the sides of the beak serrated, the 
tip dentatedj 

Ardea Coromandeliaoa. Gmel. SyH. Nat. \. 646 . — LalA. Ind. 
Orn. 2. 702.91. 

Le Bec-ouvert des Indes. Sonner. Voy. Ind. 2. pi. inp. 219. 

Coron^andel Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 102. 76 .— Lath. 8 yn» 
Sup. 23^. 


This bird is .e^ally curious with the last in 
the peculhir formatk^ of its beak : in this species 
that part is serrated from the middle to the end 
the edge of the upper mandible, and at its 
tip is veiy broad, resembling a pair of pincers ; the 
whole of the beak is rufous yellow : the head, the 
rump, the belly, and the wingiooverts, are white : 
the- feathers of the head are short, narrow, and 
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erect : the back, the quills, and the tad, are blRck : 
from the base of the beak|ii<^ naked, and 

black: round the throi^|^e si^ : wings are 
rather short, reaching onl^^tb the niilk||e$of the 
tail: the irides are red : the legs are rufouNjellow. 

This ^ecies is frequent un ;^e Gmiges and 
• other Indian rivers, and is commfbn on the Coro- 
mandel coast during the months of September, 
October, and November : it &eds upon fish and 
reptiles. ■ 

The preceduig species is suppUsed by;^uvier to 
be the young of this, but 1 know not , on what 
grounds he forms his conjecture^ 
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SCOPUS* UMBRE. 
Generic Character. 


Rostrum crassuin, utrmque 
valde compressum, su- 
pra subtusque carinatum; 
mandibula superiore late- 
ratim sulcata, apice in- 
curva ; inferiore versus 
apicem angustior, pauI6 
truncata. 

Nares Ijipeares, obliquae* 

Pedes tetradactyli, fissi; di- 
git! auteriores hasi mem- 
branfi connexi. 

Scopus, Auctorum. 


Beak thick, greatly compress- 
ed on each side, carinated 
both above and below ; the 
upper mandible laterally 
grooved, thetipbentdown 
, the under slender towards 
the tip, and slightly trun- 
cated. 

Nostrils linear, oblique* 
Legs four-toed, cleft; the 
outer toes connected at the 
base a membrane. 


There is but one species belonging to this 
genus, which is readily discriminated by its pecu- 
liarly formed beak : this part is compressed on the 
sides : along each side of the upper mandible is a 
groove, running longitudinally, at^i^ short distaniqe. 


from the ridge, beginning at the bi^ ami- finish- 
ing about half an inch before it arrives at the 
point, which is slightly bent ^ownvfu^s : at its 
base the nostrils are placed, which are a mere slit. 
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fonning an angle with the groove, and about half 
an inch in length:* the under mandible is less 
deep at the base than the upper ; grows smaller 
towards the end, where it is slightly truncated, 
and when closed shuts in beneath the upper one. 
The toes have a membrane at thek base. 


TUFTED 

(Scopus Umbretta*) 

Sc. cruiaius, corpore toto Jusco^ caudd Jaznu apiceque $atura» 
tioribus. 

Crested Utnbrei with the whole body fuscous; the tail with its 
tip and sobm baB 4 ^ darker* 

Scopus Uit^retta. dmel. SysU NaL 1 . 6 l 8 .— Briss. Om. 5. 

503. \.^Lath.Ind. Orn. 2 . 672 . 1 / 

Ombrette. Bujf. Ow. 7 . 440.— PI. Enl. 796 . . 

Tufted Umbre* Brown. lUust. Zod. (^. pi. ^5.— Lath. Gen. 
Sjpn. 3. 30. pi. *111 • 

The Tufted TJmbre is the size of > Crow: in 
length ^twenty inches: the beak is three inches 
and a h^bng,'and krown : from the hind head 
arises a dense br^ of loose feathers, four inches 
in length; this, as well as the whple body, is of 
an umfoim umber-colour, the under parts being 
palest, and the shafts of the neck feathers rather 
lighter in shade:' the wings and tail are even; 
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the latter is banded with three or four bars of. 
deeper brown, and tipped for about an* inch vrith 
thie same : the legs are long^ and the thighs naked 
for two-thirds of their length ; both are dusky : 
the claws are small, and bent. The female? 
has not the least vestige of a crest ; in other re- 
spects she resembles the male. Native of Southera 
AfHca« 
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CANCROMA. BOATBILL. 
Genei'ic Character. 


Rostrum longum, latum, de- 
pressum, ovatum, sulca^ 
turn, supra carinatum ; 
mandibula superiore cym- 
bse resupinatae form‘^,apice 
adunca ; inferiore recta, 
plana, in medio membra- 
nosa, apice subit6 acuta. 

Nares parvae, ovatae, in sulco 
sitar. 

Pedes tetradactyli^ fissi ; du 
giti antici basi membrana 
Goaliti. 


Beak long, broad, depressed, 
ovate, sulcated, carinated 
above; the upper man- 
dible like a reversed boat, 
its tip bent down; the 
under straight, smooth, 
membronaceousin the mid- 
dle, the tip abruptly acute. 

Nostrils small, ovate, placed 
in a groove.' 

four-toed, cleft; the an- 
terior toes with their base 
connected by a membrane; 


Cancroma. Linn,f GmeLf Lath^^ Cuv,, Vieil. 
Gochrsarius. Briss. 


JL HE beak of the Boatbill is of a curious form, as 
its nanw seems to imply : it is by some likened to 
a boai%ith its keel upwards, and by others to the 
bowls ^ two spoons placed with the hollow parts' 
together } the upper mandible has a prominent 
ridge at the top, and on each side of this a long 
channel, at the bottom of which the- nostrils are* 
placed; these are oval, and situated obliquely* 
Only one species i» known.^ 








CRESTED BOATBILL. 

(Cancronyi coci)learia.) 

Ca. cmtaia cinerascens, ventre rufo, vertice tunulique eervieb 
nigris. 

Crested cinereous Boatbill^ with, the belly rufous •, the- crown- 
and lunule on the b^$e of the neck black. 

Cuncroma cochlearia. Linn* Sqst* Nat. 1.233* 1. — Gmel. SytU 
Nat. 1*. 6lf.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.*?!. 1. 

Cancroma cancrofaga. Linn. Syst. Nat, 1. 233. 2. female 
Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1 . 61 female ? 

Cochlearius. Briss, Orn. 5. S06. 1. 

Cochlearius fuscus. Briss. Orn. 5, 50g. 2. female I 
Cochlearius nssvlus. Briss. Orn. 5. 508. var. 

Gallinula aquatioa, Tamatia. Maii, Syn. 1 16. 12. 

Le Saracou. Bvffl Ois, J. 443. pi. PI. Enl. 38% 

Le Cuilliere brune. Buff. Ois. J. 443. female?— .5 m/. PL NnK 
869. female ? 

Brown Boatbill. Jjith, Gen. Syn, 5. 28. female ? 

Spotted Boatbill. Latp. Gen. Syn. 5. 27. var. 

Boat-Bill. Drown, lllusU ZooL pi. 36. — Lath. Gen. Syn. 60 

26. pi. 76. 

Size of a Fowl : length twenty-two inches : 
the beak is four inches long, and mostly dusky, 
though in some individuals it is dark brown ; the 
skin between the under jaw capable of being 
tended: from the occiput arises a long black 
crest, the feathers of which it is composed being 
narrow, and ending in a point ; the middle ones 
are six' inches in length \ the others lessen by 
degrees to one inch, which is the length of the 
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outer ones : between the beak and eye the skin is 
naked, and dusky : the forehead is white : across 
the lower part Of the neck behind is a transverse 
band of dusky black, passing forwards on each side 
towards the breast, and ending in a point a little 
above the bend of the win^ : the rest of the neck, 
with the breast, and upper part of the abdomen, 
are bluish white : the rest of the abdomen and the 
thighs are rufous : the feathers at the base of the 
neck are loose, as in the Herons : the thighs are 
four inches in length, and the leg three and a half ; 
the latter, and the naked space on the lower part 
of the former, are yellowish brown : (die dews are 
black. 

This species varies In having the body spotted 
with brown, and also in having the upper parts 
pale rufous instead of cinereous : the tail reddish 
ash, and the under parts entirely of a cream* 
colour; with the beak and legs yellow-brown. 
This inhabits various parts of South America, fre- 
quenting the borders of rivers: it perches on the 
trees overhanging the streams, pouncing upon the 
fish which swim beneath it is likewise said to feed 
on crabs* 
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Generic Character, 


Rottrum longiun, latum, re&> 
turn ; supra subtusque pla- 
num, flexibile, apce <bla- 
tato, Ipathseformi. 

Nares parvse, ad baan rostri, 
membranfi fimbriatse. 

Caput fedesque plus mi- 
nusve calvse. 

Pedea tetradactyti, semi-pal- 
mati; pdlioe humi in- 
cumbens. 

Jke mediocres. 


Beak long, broad, straight, 
smooth both above and 
beneath, flexible, the tip 
dilated and spoon-shaped. 
iVbs^rt&small, mtuated at the 
base of the beak, and bor- 
dered by a membrane. 
Head and flice more or less 
bald. 

Iiega four-toed, slightly web- 
bed ; the hinder toe rest, 
ing upon the ground. 
l^nga medial. 


Platalba. linn., Gml., Lath., Cuv., Vieil., Temm. 
Platea. Rap, Briu., heath. 


The SpoonbiUs live in society in the maritime 
marshes, or near the mouths of great rivers, rarely 
occurring inland: they feed upon small fishes, 
their fry, and mollusca ; also on fregs, and! bther 
reptiles and aquatic insects: they build bn high 
trees, in bushes, or amongst rushes. Thqr are 
migratory birds. 


V. XI. P. II. 
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WHITE SPOONBILL. 

(Platalea leucorodia.) 

Pl. occipiiecriHato, eorpore albo^ gtdA JlavA. 

Spoonbill with the occiput crested ; the body white > the throat 
yellow. 

Platalea leucorodia. . Zinii. Spst. Nat. 1. 231. 1. — linn. Faun. 
Suec. 160. — Chnel. Syst. Nat. 1« 613. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

667 . 1. 

Platea leucorodia. Leach. Cat. Brit. Mus.p. 33. 

Platea> sive Pelecanus Aldrovandi. Raii. Syn, 102. l.-^Briss. 
Om. 5. 852. 1. 

La Spatule. Buf. (He. 7* d48. p/. 74— Buffi PI. Enl. 405. 

La Spatule blanche de Lugon. Banner. Voy. Ind. 89. pl. 51. 
young ? 

La Spatule hupp6e de I’isle de Lu(;on. Sonn^m Voy* Ind. QQ. . 
pl. 52. 

Spatule blanche. Temm. Man. tTOmi. 382. 

Spoon-bill, or Pelican. Alb. Birds. 2. pl. 66. — WiU. Ang. 288. 
,pl.5. 

White Spoonbill. Penn. Brit. Zool. App. pl. g.-^Penn. Arct. 
ZooL 2. 441. A. — IMh. Gen. Syn. 5. 13. 1. — Letvin. Brit. Birds. 
4. pl. l42.^lValc. Syn. 2. pl. \2Z.—Pult. Cat. DofS. 13.— 
Bew. Blit. Birde. 2.25. •^Mont. Om. Diet. 2.— JlfonL Om. 
Dkt. Sup. 

■ Tbe Iragth this elegant bird is about two feet 
six inches : itB;beak is eight inches and a hslf, and 
duidsj^.' ^th wveral undulated transverse ridges of 
black; the tip is of an prange>yellow : the irides 
are redi the feathers of the hind head are elongated, 
and form a beauti^l crest, which is of a yellowish 
white colour: the whole of the plumage is of a 
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pure white, with the exceptidn ^^6 lower part 
of the neck, which is yeUow]^ blifl^ becomin 
paler behind : the naked space rbimd the eyes 
and on the throat pale yellow; the base of the 
latter part slightly tinged with rufous. The female 
has not so fine a crest, and has the. yellow hue on 
the breast paler. The young are white, with the 
shafts of the quills black : the head is clothed with 
short and rounded feathers : tlie beak is deep grey, 
and is covered with a smooth skin : the irides are 
grey ; the orbits are dull white. The yellow on 
the breast does not make its appearance till the 
third year. 

The Spoonbill appears to be agenerid inhaffitant, 
of the old continent : it frequents the borders of 
rivers and the sea coasts, migratingwiththe Herons 
and Storks. In England it is scarce. Pennant 
mentions that a flock migrated.into the marshes 
near Yarmouth, in Norfolk, in April 1774, and 
since that time two have been shot on the southern 
coast of Devonshire, and are now in the British 
Museum. The nest is placed on high trees near 
the sea side: the female lays three or four white 
eggs, marked with a few pale red spot^ but 
occasionally they are spotless: during breeding 
time it is very clamorous. It feeds upon fish, 
frogs, snails, insects, and aquatic worms, imd also 
grass and weeds that grow in the Water. Its flesh 
is said to have the flavour of a Goose, and is very 
high coloured when dressedi, and free from any 
fishy taste. ■ 
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The trachea is curiously formed, having a double 
flexure like a figifre of eight, but the convolutions 
do not cross each other, the points of contact* 
being united by a fine membrane. 


ROSEATE SPOONBILL. 

(Platalea 

Pl. cwpore reciridbuBque roseis^ tectricibus cattda coccineis. 
Spoonbill with the body and tail rose-coloured } the tail-coverts' 
crimson* ' 

Platalea Xiitii. Syst. Nat. 1 . 231* 2 .~^Gmel.Sytt.Nat. 1 . 

6l4. — Lath, hid, Orn. 2. 668* 2. 

Platea Brasiliensis Ajiga dicta. Rail, Syn. 102. 3. 

Flatea rosea. Briss. Orn. 5. 356, 6. pi, 30. young. 

Platea coccinea. Brui, Orn, 5. 359. 3. 

Platea mexicana, Tlauhquechul. Raii, Syn, 102* 2. 

La Spatule couleur de rose. Buff. Ois. 7* 456.^Buff. PI, Enl, 
165. 

Scarlet SpoonbSl. %loan. Jam. 2. 316* — Will, Ang, 289*2.-*- 
" Lath.Genr, Syn^3, \6.—WilU. Amer. Orn. J. 123.1xiii.y** 1. • 
' Brasilian K^atjS Spij^nbill. Will. Ang. 289.-— La/A. Syn^ 

5. 16 . pi. f3. 

4 

This most elegs|tt species is two feet three inches 
in length: the bealf; is six inches in length, and 
nujixked all round with a groove parallel to the 
maigin ; it is of a greyish white, and slightly 
j^ansparent, shewing the ramifications of the blood- 
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vessels belonging. to it: the forehead, the space 
between the beak and eyes, and the throat, are 
•naked, and whitish : the^plumage is of a fine rose- 
colour, deepest on the wings: the tail-coverts 
crimson : the legs are grey, and the daws dusky. 
When in full plumage it is described as being.of a 
beautiful red colour, with a black collar at the 
lower part of the neck, the neck itself being ^ 
whitish : the irides red. During the first year it 
is of a dusky chesnut. 

This inhabits Jamaica, Guiana, Mexico, and 
other parts of the middle regions of America : it 
feeds on small fish, and other animals. 


DWARF SPOONBILL. 

(Platalea pygmaea.) 

X 

Pl. corpore supra Jusca subtus albo. * 

Spoonbill with the body above fuscous, beneath white. 

Platalea pygmsea. Linn. Spst, Nat. 1 . 33l« S,<^6meL Spsi. Nat* 
1. 615. — Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 669 * 3. 

Dwarf Spoonbill. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 17 * 8. 

This is a very small species^ scarcely equalling 
a Sparrow in size : its beak is black, longer than 
the head, and flat at the end, and of a rhombddal 
shape, and not rounded as iif^^ the two preceding 
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species : the angles and tip of the upper mandible 
are white: the body is brown above and white 
beneath : the of ^e quills are white : the* 

tail is rounded in shape, short, and of a brownish 
white : the elaws are pointed. 

It inhabits £^nam and Guiana. 
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